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Letter  lxiv. 

Nipks,  iift  Ecbrt2ary^l79i*v 

HE  royal  palace  of  Capo  di  Monte 
16  built  on  a  height,  verjrnear  to  the  city,  and 
on  the  north  Mt.  The  architfeft  did  not 
difcovef  that  the  foutxdation  on  which  it  flood 
was  hollow,  till  it  was  finilhed  j  and  this  foun- 
dation, which  was  rectified  after  it  was  iuiltj 
coft  more  than  the  grand  building  itfelfi  It 
was  intended  As  the  refidence  of  thfe  King  J 
and  it  is  vifit^d  for  the  fake  of  the  gallery; 

Thig  gallery  contains  iliany  ptdures :  but,: 
were  thpfe  only  jJreferved  which  are  really 
beautiful,  the  Tery  numerous  coUeftion,  con- 

VouIIL  B  fitting 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


r 


i  TRAVELS  OF 

fifting  ef  fifteen  hundred,  would  be  reduced  W 
one  hundred.  Hefiod  fays,  NwTr^cf  hx  lactaiv  Laco 
ttMov  rifjLKTv  Travro^i  ''  Too  few  know  how 
"  much  mWe  tlie  half  jfs  than  tlie  whole." 

Were  this  maxim  applied  to  moft  galleries, 
we  fhould  frequently  difcover  that  the  tenth, 
inftead  of  the  half,  nay  the  twj$ntieth  part, 
is  more  than  the  whole:  partlGukrlyia  many 
of  the  galleries  of  Germany. 

I  thought  the  following  pidures  remarkably 
beatitiful. 

A  Holy  Family  ;  by  Rapluiel  There  is 
one  which  much  refembles  it  in  the  Vatican 
gallery,  and  which  is  affirmed  to  be  the  oti^ 
gmal.  I  fuppbfe  it  is  fo  :  but  they  are  lb  very 
likeeAcfcc$feei3  tha*v  i£(;the  pidhirfe  liere  be  a 
copy^  Rafcbiei;  himfelf  rauft  hav^g  had  Tome 
coaceariiiiitt.k; 

A  Magdalen ;  by  Giietcino* 

The  p.6r6:adt  of  a. Monk ;  by  Leonardo  da 
VincL  •  • 

Sketches;;  by  MichaeJ  Angelo:  for  his 
great  jpkOiure  of  the  Laft  Judgment,  in  the 
chapei  ^f  ]Popfe  Sixtua  in  Rome.  Thefe  fine 
^etchesL-aaydiin  exeelkwi  pi?^fervation. 

A  portrait  of  Pope  ^  ?aui  the   Third ;   by 

The 
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^lie  fame  Pope^  between  two  of  his  ne- 
phews, and  one  of  his  natural  fons,  whom  tic 
made  Dak6  of  Parma,  at  a  little  diftancc.  He 
is  painted  as  infthiftitig  them  in  the  fecrets  of 
th6  politics  of  Rome.  The  pifture  is  excel- 
lent, arid  was  paintied  by  Titian ;  not  without 
fome  fatirical  ideas* 

The  famous  Dance  of  Titian  is,  beyond 
compatiibn,  the  moft  beautiful  picture  that 
I  have  Teen  of  this  rtiafter.  The  point  of  time 
thofenisthfe  defcent  of  the  fhower  of  gold; 
Cupid  ftands  apart,  teftifying  ^rhaiement  and 
ianger  j  and  he  appears  as  much  fiirpfifed  by 
jthrs.  new  difcovery  aS  he  is  difpleafed. 

There  are  feveral  Excellent  pictures  herdj 
by  Schidone :  among  Others^  a. young  woman 
diftributing  bread  to  beggsirs^  with  >  beautiful    , 
boy  (landing  by  her  fide. 

There  is  likewife  a  IbVely  little  girl,  fitting 
at  fchodl  with  a  bbok  in  her  hand,  by  the 
iaiiic  painten 

In  one  apartment  therfe  arfe  niitileroug  vafds^ 
wkich  are  called  Etrufcan,  but  fhould  be  called 
Greek  9  for  they  were  found  in  tombs  that 
were  ill  the  fbuth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily.  Thofd 
of  Sicily  are  frequently  the  moft  beatitiful  ^. 

I  remem- 

*  Many  Wcf e  found  at  Nola }  foi:  AvM A  rcafon  it  hki 
B  a  been 
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I  remember,  fomewhere  to  have  read  that 
fimilar  yafes  were  found  by  tiie  foldiers  of 
Caefar,  and  fold  in  Rome  at  a  high  prioe.  Sir 
William  Hamilton,  the  Englifh  flmbaffador  at 
Naples, :  poflcfles  a  large  collection-  of  fuch 
vafes.  The  figures  with  which  they^  are  orna- 
mented have  been  drawn  by  Mr.  Tifcbbein  j 
a  painter,. who  lives,  in  Napli^s.:  engravings 
from  which,  will  foonbe  publiflied.  The  firft 
part  is  already  engraved  :  but  the  explanations 
which  are  neceiTary  to  the  work  arc  not  yet 
completed. 

All  the  figures  on  thefe  vafes  relate  either  to 
the  gods  or  heroes.  •  Mo  ft  of  them  are  merely 
outlines  :  but  they  .are  drawn  with  great  free- 
dom. It  appears  to  me  exceedingly  probable 
that  they  are  imitations  after  grea^t  pidures. 
The  publication  of  them,  and  the  comparing 
them^with  baffi  relievi  on  farcophagi  and  mar- 
ble vafes,  with   qoia&,  cameos,  and  intagliojP, 

been  difputed  whether  Nola  was  of  Greek  or  Etrufcan 
origin.  This  town  lies  at  the  diitunce  of  fonie  leagues 
from  Naples,  My  friend,  the  Marchefe  Rafjgomy  (rotn 
•  Modena,  has  fent  me  drawings  taken  from  vafes,  the  in- 
fcriptions  under  which  are  not*  in  the  Greek  but  the  Etruf- 
can  language.  3^  he  Etrufcans  had  fuch  vafigs;  but  no 
figures  4J^^wn  upon  them,  as  on  the  Greek  vafes :  they 
had  only  infcriptions.  Should  any  man  of  learning  wifli 
to-  examine  thefe  drawings,  I  will  gladly  afford  every 
communication  in  my  power. 

as 
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as  well  as  with  ftatues,  may  throw  not  only 
much  iight  on  antlent  art  but  on, many  paf- 
fages  in  the  antient  poets.  Th^y  will  pro- 
bably fpeak  for  the  fpeechlefs  marble.  The 
forms  of  thefe  Greek  vafes  are  very  various, 
lovely,  and  npble. 

The  coll?<9:icn  of  antient  gems,  both  cameos 
and  intaglios,  is  confiderable.  Among  the 
firft,  I  faw  one  which  proves  that  cock  fight- 
ing was  an  amufement  of  the  antients  as  well 
as  the  moderns.  By  thi?  fide  of  a  cock,  which 
evidently  is  fWeliing  with  conqueft,  a  Genius 
ftand^,  holding  the  palm  of  victory.  A  difla- 
tisfied  Geftius  Hands  befid«  the  conquered 
animal 

A  Clip  of  oriental  onyx  is  very  beautiful. 
Within,  the  onyx  is  wrc^ught  in  cameo ;  and, 
without,  it  reprefents  the  apotheofis  of  Alex- 
ander. It  is  round,  is  eight  inches  in  diame- 
ter, and  more  than  an  inch  thick ;  and,  on 'the 
bottom  part,  there  is  the  head  of  Medufa. 

The  fmall  gems  are  kept  and  fhewed  in 
glafs  cafes:  no  juft  eftimkte  can  therefore  be 
formed  of  them ;  particularly  of  the  intaglios, 
to  difcover  the  beauties  of  which  they  muft 
be  hddagainft  the  light. 

B  3  Two 
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Two  large  baffi  relievi  are  remarkable,  bo-?, 
caufe  of  the  fubjeft  that  they  reprefent. 

One  of  them  is  a  Venus,  perfuaduig  Helen 
to  elope  with.  Pari§.  The  beautiful  wife  of 
Menelaus  fits  befide  the  Goddefs,  .under  an 
image  oiPeitho^  or  Sna^a^  the  Goddefs  of  per- 
fuafion ;  and  pppofite  to  her  Paris  ftands,  Cu- 
pid taking  him  by  the  hand. 

On  the  other  bafTo  relievo,  we  fee  Orpheu^ 
f^nd  Eurydice,  at  the  unfortunate  mpment 
when  he  forgot  his  promife  to  Proferpine,  and 
looked  rpund  at  his  beloved  wife.  M-ercury, 
whpfe  office  it  i§  tp  conduft  departed  fpirits, 
iaftantly  i§  f^izing  her  by  the  hand. 

This  coUeftipn  is  very  rich  in  antient  coios^ 
of  brafs,  filver,  and  gpjd.  Among  thf  Greek 
coins,  as  well  thofe  of  the  mothej  ^puntrie^ 
as  of  the  Greek  towns^  in  Italy  and  Sicily, 
there  are  many  of  great  bcj^uty.  The  cpl- 
le(9:ion  of  Roman  coins  is  likewife  ^^eat. 

Sir  William  Hamiltpfi  has  prefented  thi^ 
gallery  with  many  of  the  ar;ns,  drefleSjhoufe-i 
liold  implements,  axid  ajlute,  that  were  brought 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  ai^d  New 
2^^1and. 

•     With  refpeft  to  its  churches,  N^^es  can 

bcap 
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bear  no  competition  witli  moft  of  the  great 
cities  of  Italy.  Thofc  of  this  city  are  neither 
of  noble  archkeditre  nor  are  they  rich  in 
paintings. 

In  the  church  called  San  Tiomenic^  Maggiore 
is  a  fine  picture,  by  an  antient  pdntfer  j  Fra 
Bartolomeo,  a-  monk-  The  child  Jefus  is  on 
the  lap  of  the  Virgin ;  he  carefles  the  little 
John,  and  Elizabeth  is  (landing  behind  the 
Baptift.  Thb  pidture  poflefles  much  dignitf 
and  tendernefsythough  it  has  fufered  by  time ; 
but  perhaps  nothing  is  wanting,  except  a  coat-* 
ing  of  varmfh,  to  produce  all  the  beauties  of 
whkh  it  is  fufceptible. 

\fk  the  fame  church  there  is  an  Annuncia- 
tion ;  by  Titian.  Although  the  pidture  has 
been  injured  by  a  modern  hand,  you  ncver- 
thelefs  difcover  the  great  painter. 

The  church  of  the  Theatines,  dedicated  to 
St  Paul, 'ftands  now  where  formerly  a  teitipk 
of  Caftor  and  Pollux  flood.  Two  great  Corin- 
thian piHars  of  white  marble,  which  are  fplit, 
ftill  ftarid  before  the  porticd  6f  the  temple  j 
and  the  trunks  of  tl^e  ftatues  6f  the  two  hcrocsr 
are  walled,  horizontally,  in  nlchfes. ' 

The  principal  church  is  decEcated  to  St, 
JEanuarius,  apd  may  niore  properly  be  called 

B  4    /         magnificent 
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,magnij5cent  than  beautiful :  or  rather  it  has 
no  pretenfions.  to  beauty*  The  treafury  is  well 
jftoreci  with  church  effedts,  and  relics.  Here, 
in  a  glafs  bottle,  a  red  mafs  is  preferved  that 
is  aflEirmcd  to  be  the  blbod  of  the  Saint,  but 
which  I  have  not  feen.  Pepple  affert  that 
this  mafs  twice  a  year,  the  bottle  being  handled 
by  the.  Archbifhop,  by  the  aid  of  a  miracle 
bcf  oines  fluid.  Perhaps,  it  is  fo  corapofed  asf 
to  become  fluid  by  the  natural  warmth  of  the 
hand.  1  mufl:  therefore  fuppofe  that  the 
Archbifhops  themfelves  believe  in  the  miracfe* 
^o  lopg  a  fuccefliop  of  Archbifliops,  among 
whom  there  have  frequently  been  very  worr 
thy  rnen,  cannot,  with  wifdoiri  and  jufticc,  bp 
fuppofcd  to  be  all  impoftors. 

On  thofe  days  when  the  vial  Is  exhibited 
the  people  are  in  eager  cxpe(^ation  of  the 
piiraclej  and,  if  it  be  not  as  fluid  as  ufual, 
or  but  partially  fluid,  thpir  anger;  i^- vented 
^gainfl  the  Saint.     /  .     '    ,  •  . 

The  cupola  of  this  church  is  painted  by- 
JL^infranc  J  finid  the  four  angles,  by  the  great 
Dominichino.  In  this  church,  there  is  a  beau- 
tiful pidure  by  Ribcra,  a  Spaniih  painter, 
whom  I  have  oftqtt  n^entioned  to  you  under 
^\s  ippre  cpij^mf^n  n?jn?  of  Spagnudo.  .  The 

fubjea 
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lubjeft  is  the  body  of  Chrift,  fyrrounded  hf 
4he  holy  women. 

Formerly  there  ftood  the  coloflal  ftatue  of 
a  horfe  in  bronze  before  this  dome,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  was  capaWe  of  working  mira- 
cles.; and  round  which  the  Neapolitans  ufed 
to  lead  their  horfes,  when  they  were  difeafed, 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  liorfe,  and  the 
abfurd  belief  concerning  it,'  were  or  were  not 
of  Pagan  times :  but  the  horfe  was  removed 
by  an  Archbifhop  ;  and  a  bell  was  made  of  the 
metal,  which  now  hangs  in  the  dome.  The 
miraculous  power,  however,  was  not  demo-* 
lifhed  with  the  horfe.  The  zealous  prelate 
beftowed  it  on  fome  monks  of  the  order  of 
St.  Anthony,  who  acquired  the  gift  of  healing 
fick  cattle ;  and  now  to  them,  as  formerly  to 
the  ftatue,  difeafed  horfes,  cows,  mules,  afles, 
and  other  animals  are  brought  i  and  the  peo- 
ple believe  that  their  benedidion  is  as  effica- 
cious now  a$  hollow  brafs  ufed  to  be  in  days 
of  yore.  The  head  of  the  horfe  is  in  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Prince  Golubrand. 

The  univerfity,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  was 
built  by  order  of  Philip  the  Fourth.     It  con- 
tainsr  the  antique  coloffal  ftatue  of  Hercules;^ 
:ivhich  is  fo  celebrated,  under  the  iiame  olthe^ 

rarnefc 
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Faraefe  Hercules.  It  is  the  work  of  Glycon^, 
the  Athenian.  May  it  ever  continue,  as  it  is, 
the  aftoniflwhent  of  art !  Well  may  all  who 
fee  it  wonder  at  the  juftnefs  of  the  fymmetry, 
and  the  powerful  IVrilof  the  mufcles. 

In  this  ftatue,  I  perfedly  perceive  the 
ftrongeft  expreffion  of  bodily  power }  but  hot 
of  that  bodily  alertnefs,  which  always  accom- 
panies true  agility :  and,  without  agility,  I  can- 
aot  figure  to  myfelf  a  Hercules.  Fable  relates 
of  Glycon  that,  looking  at  a  ftatue  of  the 
effeminate  unmanly  Adonis,  he  had  exclaim- 
ed, I  can  here  fee  nothing  godlike.  This  ftatue 
^appears  to  me  to  have  fallen  into  th?  oppofite 
error,  The  fan  of  Alcmene  would  not  have 
recpgni:fed  himfelf  in  it,  though  he  muft  have 
difcovered  fomething  of  the  G^d.  Fable  give^ 
him  Hebe,  the  Goddefs  of  Yovith,  as  a  bride ; 
meaning  by  it  that  this  was  the  union  of  heroic 
power  with  youthful  charms,  and  the  law  is 
j.uft  which  ii^ial^a  ftrength  the  bridegroom  of 
beauty. 

Hallpr  tells  us  th?it  a  beautiful  J)ody  is  the 
habitatipnof  4  beautiful  foul ;  and  fuch  woul4 
have  l^een  the  ideal  Hercules  of  the  beft  times 
of  Greek  fculpture,  Excefe  is  the  %n  of  ^lw> 
4pelineof^t. 

tieye 
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Here  b  likewlfe  4  beautiful  CQlo0al  ftatQC^ 
©f  Flora ;  which,  as  I  hear,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  work  of  the  great  fculptor  Policktu$  of 
Sicyon. :  but  I  am  unacquainted  \srUh  any 
Qoddefs,  atJicHig  the  Greeks^  that  was  the. 
fam^  as  that  which  the  Romans  worfibippecf 
by  the  name  of  Flora. 

Pan^  inftruding  the  youthful  Apollo  tQ 
play  oa  the  flute,  is  a  fine  antique  group,  v 

The  King  intends  to  make  this  building 
his  mufeum ;  and  here  all  the  beauties  of  na^ 
tjire  and  art,  which  are  at  prefent  fcattercd, 
though  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  in  Capo 
^i  Monte  and  in  Portici,  arc  to  be  collefted. 

Many  beautiful  antiques  are  at  prefenjt  iii; 
the  mar^ijfadure  of  pprcelain:  among  others^, 
the  following. 

Two  Slayes,  the  heads  and  haads  of  which 
arc  of  blaflf  bafaltes^  and  theii:  draperies  and 
Phrygian  bonnets  are  of  variegated  African 
marble*  They  are  both  of  the  fame  (ize,  both 
are  in  the  ^0L  of  rifing,  kneeling  on  one  knee^ 
^d  both  bear  fometbin|^  oa  the  head,  whkh 
feem^  ioteaded  to  aflift  f hem  in  carryijpg  bur- 
thens* 

probably,  thefe  two  ftatues^  vjFcre  intended 
JO  fuppoTt  ^e  UnteJ.  of  a  doort    Male  ftatucs 

of 
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of  this  kind  were  called,  by  the  antients,  Tela-^ 
moner,  and  the  female,*  which  were  d^ftinecf 
to  the  fame  ufes,  Cirj'^//2/(?j'. 

An  Agrippiha,  fitting.  The  chair  is  fup- 
ported  by  a  ftrbng  pillar ;  and  probably  the 
antiefnts  hiaid  chairs  which  were  placed  lipon 
llmilar  pillar's.  Such  indeed  are  fiill  occa- 
fionally  found  in  Italy.    '    ' 

A  beautiful  head,  which  is  called  a  Mithri^ 
dates ^  but  which  I  fa^fter  fuppofe  to  be  aa  In- 
dian Bacchus. 

A  Venus,  of  that  kind  which  the  antients 
called  KotAXiwvyng^  and  which  is  very  excellent. 
The  h?ad  and  bread  are  by:  a  modern  artift: 
liut  the  additions  Ijoysrever  are  better  than  wq 
generally  find.  ^  * 

A  bronze  ftatue,  of  JMercury,  of  extraordi-^ 
nary  beauty.  Thus  muft  the  meflenger  of 
the  Godis  have  been  formed.  Thus  hand- 
fome,  thus  aitful,  muft  the  fly  knave  have 
b^een,  of  whom  Homer  has  given  us  a  defcrip- 
tibn^iii  his  hymn. 

^' A  coioffal  head  of  Vitelliuv  which'  is  a 
mafter  'pl^fce  oif'phyfiognomy.  His  volup-^ 
tuous,  little,  laughing^  bald  head  inclines  for- 
ward,liponfesfat  neck,  with  a  kind  of  fmile, 
that  neither  could  (l^nOte  jg;oo4  tp  Vimfelf  nor ' 

others, 
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othersw>Hm  mouth,,  though  It  grins,  is  half 
t;lofed«  -  :Iingotent  fufpicion  peeps  out  of  hol- 
lows'lau^rigeye^.  So  muft  the  man  hinifelf 
h$ye  loojke^,  ^and  fo  muft  he  haiveiopI?c4:at 
others j  When,by  hisqcmrtlya^ts,  he  knew  how 
to  prefetv^;  himijelf  ip  the  days^  of  Caligula^ 
Claudius,  4ad  Nero.  Such  was  the  /tiaa  whoi 
J)erhaps  WA9  too  weak  to  refufe  a  requeft;  bUt 
who  was  cruel  and  wicked  enough  to|>r$f§ojt 
a  cup  of  poifon  to  one  whom  he  called  his 
friend,  under  the  treacherous  pretext  that  it 
was  a  cooling  draught,  to  relieve  his  fever. 
This  head  did  not  hang  fo  far  forward,  when 
the  lialf  naked  .Vitellius  was  dragged  through 
the  city  with  a  dtagger  ^hpld  under  his  chin, 
before  he  was  put  to  death,  and  the  corpulent 
body  hauled.  l>y  a  hpojc  through  the  Tiber. 

Dignity,  force^  int^grit^^^<;our^ge,  and  be- 
nevolence^ Veam  from  tjie  head  pf  a  Marcus 
Junius  Brutus.  Thus  .  tampered,  thus,  har- 
monious, muft  his  countenance  have  been: 
lo  that  the  eyes  of  men,  who  knew  not  how 
to  honour  and  love  his  adjons,  when  they 
beheld  it,  could  not  but  be  charmed.  You 
who  can  run^apd  write, /^nd  you  who  can 
run  and  read,  behold  wit-h  how  firm,  and  fre^ 
a  hand  natdre  delineates ,he^  favourites! .  ,',  ^ 

■'fh? 
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The  great  rtiafter 5  inrho  out  erf  iiiilbli  JtttcW 
tb  figure  t6  himfelf  a  Hornet-,  ^^as  acquiinfed 
Hvith  thfe  features,  totlA  tratt  the  iform,  atkJ 
iftitt^ne  the  foul  of  the  ^et>  I  ^peafc  of  th^, 
fettibtte  Fam^fe  h^kd  of  Homth  MHd  bene^ 
-roletice,  heroifc  tbfce,  the  very  ifeebriet^f^  of 
love  undignified  wifdom,  itoingk  togfether  in 
the  hitmonifed  coucftcnance  «f  the  immortal 
lomc  fongfter. 


LEttER    iXV* 


N< 


IGT  fufikiently  fktisfied  with  our 
jburhey  6nthe  ijthtbPoztuoH,  BaiaciCumacj 
and  the  places  before  mentioned^  iin  which 
We  had  left  many  objects  unnoticed,  We  deter- 
toined  once  more  to  revifit  them; 

We  fet  dff  early^  dhi  pafled  ihi-ough  Poz- 
ziioli  tb  Solfatara :  which  is  ^he  name  bf  a 
plaMi  that  lies  tb  th'e  eaft  of  the  cHy,  is  tolera- 
bly gletatedj  and  iufrourid^d  by  hills  that 
coinneCt  with  each  dther. 

There 
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There  is  no  doubt  but  tbere  was  formerly  a 
volcano  here.  The  ground  is  ftill  entirely 
Tolcanic :  a  hot  fttioke  afcends  out  pf  nume-* 
rous  cavities,  that  are  to  be  found  both  on 
the  plain  and  the  furrounding  hills.  The 
places  where  thefe  vapours  rife  are  in  part 
fulphurous,  in  part  abound  in  alum,  and  in 
part  with  vitriol  -.which  three  materials  appear 
to  be  engendered  where  the  fmoke  afccnds. 
The  fulphur  predominates,  and  fills  the  whole 
place  with  its  powerful  ftench. 

A  little  building  has  been  erefted,  which 
forms,  a  kind  of  alembid-  from  which  the 
fmoke  defcends  in  water,  and  which,  like  our 
fulphurous  fprings,  is  beneficial  in  many  dif- 
eafes:  particularly  iht  rheiHnatifm.  The 
fmoke  riling  from  many  of  the  cavities  is 
even  polfeffed  of  this  virtue. 

The  ground  isfo  hollow  that  a  large  ftone, 
let  fall  through  a  hole  not  more  than  a  foot 
deep,  occafions  a  found  that  rumbles  along 
through  a  confiderable  fpace.  It  is  probable 
that  the  hutnid  fituation  of  the  hollow  eatlhy. 
confumed  by  inward  fires,  may  in  time  make 
a  lake  of  this  plain  j  which  has  formerly  been 
a  volcano.  Such  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
the  antient  hiftory  of  the  lake  of  Avermis, 
6         /•  .  the 
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the  lake  of  Albanus,:  the  mifrof  of  Diana  fifaf 
Nemijj^nd  of  Qt;hei^.  I  have.frequently^  whiles 
travelling  in  .S^^itzerland^  and  particularly  m 
Italy,  regretted  my  iignorance  of  natural  hifto-^ 
ry;  ^  Nature  h^fe  may  be  feqnan  her  labora-^ 
tory»  Uninformed  as  I  am^  it  ftill  wa&  very 
interefting  to  me^to-  remark  th^  cryftallizfe^v 
flower  of  fulphiir,  alum^  and  vitriol,  which- 
ihe.elfe where  produces  in  faer^fecyet  chatxi-^ 
bers^  here  as  it  may  be  faid  wroug)>t  in  opea* 
'day  by  her  own  hand.  *  .'     ^       :  ; 

The  earth  of  the  pUii^  chiefly  coijfife  of  a 
kind  of  clay*     There- are  manyjlumps  of 
ehefnut  trees  here,  which  the  people  in  thcfe 
'  envirQrj$  will  not  fiiffer   to  gi  ow ,  but '  hew 
them  "down  from  time  to  time.  Whether  they 
fear  .that  their  gro.wth  will  cha«ge  the  nature 
of  the  place,  and  the  pr6fit&  they  derivefrom, 
fulphur,  .  alum,  and  vitriql  be   thereby   in- 
jured,^  or   whether  t^s  f(?ar  have  any  good - 
foundation^  i§  more,  than  I  know  2  but  chef-*, 
nut  trees  appear  to  delight  in  volcanic  diftridtsi 
Monte   Nuovo  is  covered  with  them ;  and  ^ 
prodigious  trees  of  this  fpecies  are  known  to, 
inhabit  the  lower  region  of  i^Etna. 

This  muft  have  been  the  field  of  battle, 
between  Hercules  and  the  Giants, .   The  an- 

tients 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


COUNT  STOLBfeRG.  i) 

Uents  called  thefe  places  the  Campi  Phlegrai^ 
br  the  burning  plains  j  and  Solfatara  they 
hamed  the  Forum  of  Vulcan. 

We  faw  the  immenfe  ruins  of  the  antient 
amphitheatre,  at  Pozzuoli ;  which,  as  far  as  I 
(Eould  meafure.  them  with  my  eye,  fcarcely 
feemed  lefs  than  thofei  of  Capila.  Here  like- 
wife  there  are  the  rerriains  of  therma. 

From  this,  w-e  proceeded  tcf  the  Lucrine 
lak^j  which  muft  have  fufFered  much  by  the: 
great  revolutions  that  have  happened  in  thei 
globe.  Suetonius  expreflly  tells  us  *  that  a 
haven  was  confl:ru(3:ed  here^  under  Aiiguftus^ 
by  admitting  the  fea  into  the  Lucrine  lake^ 
and  through  this  into  the  lake  of  Avernus. 
The  fmall  dam,  .which  feparates  the  Lucrinfi 
lake  fmm  the  fea,  and  which  was  afctibed^td 
Hercules,  is  even  at  prefent  cut  through : 
but  the  fand  of  the  fea  fills  up  this  canal. 

The  only  remaining  mark  of  the  union  be- 
tween thefe  lake^  is  that  on  the  fide  faf  the  Lu- 
crine kke:  the  high  fltores  of  Avernus  are  cut 
through,  to  a  conriderable  breadth.  Auguftus 
probably  imagined  he  was  labouring  for  eter- 
nity, when  he,  or  rather  when  Agrippa,  caufed 
this  haven  to  be  built.     We  might  almoft 

♦  In  Vita  Oa.  c.  t6. 

Vol.  in.  ^   C  affirm 
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affirm  that  Horace  had  a  foreknowledge  of 
the  fate  of  this  work.  In  his  epiftle  to  the 
Pifos,  fpeakirig  of  the  changes  which  happei> 
in  languages,  he  fays, 

Dehemur  morti  nos^  noflraque  :  Jtve  receptus 
Terra  Neptunus  clajfes  Aquilonibus  arcetj 
Regis  opus  :  Jterilifve  diu  palus^  aptaque  nmh^    ' 
Vicinds  urbes  alitj  et  grave  fent it  aratrum  \ 
Seu  curfum  mutavit  iniquum  frugibus  amnis^ 
DoBus  iter  melius  ;  mortaliafaBa  peribunt : 
Nedumfermotiumjiet  honos  et  gratia  vivax'*. 

HoR.  Ars  Poet.  63—65^^ 

Wc  and  our  nobleft  works  to  fate  muft  yield, 
Even  Cxfar's  mole,  whic}i  royal  pride  might  build. 
Where  Neptune  far  into  the  land  extends. 
And  from  the  raging  North  our  fleets  defends  ; 
That  barren  marfh,  whofe  cultivated  plain 
»     Now  gives  the  neighbouring  towns  its  various  grain j 
Tiber,  who  taught  abetter  current  yields 
To  Caefar's  power,  nor  deluges  our  fields ; 


*  By  the  word palus  the  Pontine  marfh  is  meant.  Pro- 
bably, time  had  fomething  injured  the  canal,  which  hkd 
been  dug  by  Appius  Claudius.  1  fay  fomething  injured, 
becaufe,  in  the  time  of  the  third  triumvirate,  Horace 
had  navigated  this  canal  ;  and  thi3  was  previous  to  the 
work  of  Auguftus,  of  which  the  poet  here  fpcaks.  Au- 
guftus  alfo  cleared  and  widened  the  bed  of  the  Tiber, 
which  had  been  filled  up  with  the  rubbifh  of  decayed 

buildings.     Suet.  Vita  Oft,  cap.  30. 

All 
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Ail  thefe  muft  perifh  :  and  fhall  words  prefume 
To  hold  their  honour^,  and  immortal  bloom  ? 

Francis. 

This  haten  is  very  poetieall)^  defcribed  by 
Virgil,  in  his  charming  praife  of  Italy. 

An  memorem  partus^  Lucrinogue  addita  claujlra^ 
Atque  indignatuin  magnisjtridoribiu  aquor, 
yulia  qtia  ponto  longb  jonat  unda  refufoy  . 
Tyrrhenufque  fntis  immittitur  ajlus  Avernis  ? 

ViRG.  Geo.  ii.  vcr.  161  * 

Or  (hall  I  praife  thy  ports,  or  mention  make 
Of  the  vaft  mound  that  binds  the  Lucrine  lake. 
Or  the  difdainful  fea,  that,  (hut  from  thence, 
Koars  round  the  ftrufture,  and  invades  the  fence. 
There  where  fecure  the  Julian  waters  glide. 
Or  when  Avcrniis'  jaws  admit  the  Tyrth6ne  tide  ? 

DrYDEN^  V.  3t2t» 

The  Water  oi  the  Lucrine  lake  is  brackifli^ 
and  full  of  a  fpecies  of  heart  mufclc,  which 
is  not  bad  eating.  Yet  it  can  fcarcely  be  fup- 
pofed  one  of  thofe  kind  of  mufcles  which  the 
lake  formerly  bred;  and  which  Horace,  ia 
more  than  one  paffage,  calls  the  dainty  morfel 
of  the  Romans  *•  The  name  of  this  firft  was 
peloris.  Whether  the  lake  has  any  fubter- 
ranean  commuoication  with  the  fea,  whether 

^^  Epod.  od.  ii,  49  ;  and  Serm.  II.  fat.  iv.  32* 

C2  the 
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the  decaying  canal  be  at  tim^s  overflowed  by 
it,  or  whether  this  canal  be  occafionally  cleared 
by  the  inhabitants,  is  jnore  than  1  can  lay. 
I  Gonjedure  that  there  is  a  fubterranean  inter- 
courfe,  that  the  fand  is  carried  ofF,  and  that 
it  is  occafionally  repaired  by  the  hand  of  man. 
Cluveriiis,  who  of  all  the  travellers  into 
thefe  countries  may  bed  be  depended  upon, 
tells  us  that  traces  ©f  the  Julian  haven  may 
be  feen  in  the  fea,  at  the  foot  of  the  Monte 
Nuovo.     I  have  not  time  to  make  the  en- 

.    quiry  myfelf- 

The  Sibyl's  grotto,  as  it  is  called,  is  near 

'  the  lake  of  Avernus.  We  entered  it  with 
torchesi,  and  found  ^  dark  fmall  pafTage  at  the 
fid?  of  this  long  cavern,  in  the  middle  of 
which  much  water  was  colleded.  Our  con- 
ductors were  the  people  of  the  place,  who  are 
accuftomed  to  ad  as  guides  ;  and  the  cavern 
ho  doubt  is  the  fame  through  which  Virgil 
condtids  his  hero,  to  the  abode  of  Pluto.  The 
Sibyl  inhabited  a  cavern  near  Cumse  ;  which 
h.as  giTcn  rife  to  the  falfe  opinion,  and  occa- 
fioned  the  good  people  to  call  this  cavern  the 
grotto  of  the  Sib^l :  fo  that  they  can  amply 
defcribe  the  manner  and  the  place  of  her 
abode i  like  an  Qld  chaim,berlain,.  who,  in  the 
6  abfence 
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abfence  of  his  lord,  imagines  he  does  him 
honour  by  difplaying  the  apartments  of  his- 
caftles^^  to  ft  rangers.  Virgil  founded  his  beau- 
tiful fklion  of  the  Sibyl  partly  on  tradition^ 
and  partly  on  hiftory.  Perhaps  we  may  her© 
difcover  a  natural  allegory :  it  may  be  faid 
that  the  decrepid  prophetefs  lived  at  Cumse^ 
that  fhe  might  refide  amidft  the  annals  of 
nature.  How  interefting  are  thefe  annals  in 
this  country  !  Who  fhall  colle<3:  the  fcattered 
leaves  ? 

We  breakfafted  in  a  round  temple,  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  lake  of  Avernus,  which  waff 
called  the  temple  of  Apollo*  Had  we  been  re- 
ceived by  Lucullus  in  his  celebrated  hall  of 
Apollo,  we  fcarcely  could-  have  eaten  with  a 
better  appetite.  According  to  fome,  thi^ 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Proferpine*  It  was  a 
large  rotunda,  which  appertained  to  therma. 
The  orange  and  the  fig  tree  now  grow  in  the 
temple. 

From  this,  we  returned  to  the  Lucrine  lake, 
and  proceeded  to  the  end  of  the  dam  which  is 
afcribed  to  Hercules.  The  fhore  of  the  fea^ 
here  on  the  eaftern  fide,  is  very  high  j  and 
there  are  ruins  which  probably  belonged  to  a 
paUce  of  Nero.  Under  the  bill  there  are  warm 
C3  vapour 
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vapour  baths ;  and  there  is  a  fmall  paflage  that 
leads  to  a  hot  well,  the  heat  of  which,  and  the 
hot  exhalations  we  found,  deterred  us  from 
paying  it  a  vifit.  A  man  ftripped  himfelf  to 
the  Waift,  and  went  in  with  eggs ;  which  he 
brought"^  out,'  in  two  minutes,  fufEciently 
boiled:  though,  over  the  kitchen  fire,  they  take 
five  minutes  to  be  well  doqe.  So  much 
quicker  is  the  ftrong  heat  produced  by  the 
continually  boiling  aqd  rarefied  waters  of  Na-^ 
ture.    ^ 

Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of 
Naples,  and  the  iflands  of  Capri  and  Nifida. 
Nero,  from  the  height  on  which  his  villa 
was  built,  muft  have  had  a  profpeft  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta,  and  have  over- 
looked the  iflands  of  Ifch'ia  and  Procida,  an4 
the  Avernian  and  Lucrine  lakes. 

The  warm  baths,  which  were  called  the.  ' 
Thermae  of  Nero,  muft  have  been  long  in  ufe ; 
and  were  found  to  have  a  very  healing  power. 
There  is  an  old  tradition  that  they  were  de-^ 
ftroyed,  three  or  four  hundred  years  ago,  by 
the  phyficians  of  Salerno ;  who  vyere  angry 
that  the  fountains  of  nature  fhould  render  their 
art  ufekfs  :  and  that  thefe  phyficianS  periflied 
hy  fea^  on  tfeeir  return^,  near,  Capri. 

'We  ' 
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We  again  went  up  and  viewed  the  great 
ruins  of  an  antient  temple  at  Pozzuoli ;  which, 
by  fome,  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  temple  of  Ju- 
piter Serapis :  but  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
maintain  it  tp  be  a  temple  built  by  Domitian, 
to  the  Nymphs,  appears  to  me  the  moft  pro- 
bable. Three  large  Corinthian  pillars  are  ftill 
entire.  Facing  thefe,  we  ftill  find  the  foun- 
dation of  a  circular  building ;  upon  which, 
after  the  manner  of  many  antient  temples, 
there  was  an  outward  altar  under  a  cupola 
fupported  by  pillars.  The  three  principal 
pillars  ftand  there  as  a  remarkable  monument 
of  the  great  revolutions  of  nature,  to  which 
thefe  places  have  been  fubjeft.  About  ten  ells 
above  the  ground,  they  are  perforated  by  a 
kind  of  fea  infe£l ;  which  has  the  power  of 
perforating  ftone,  and  which  from  its  form  is 
called  Mttylus  Htbophagus^  or  Sea-date. 

Behind  the  temple,  there  are  remains  of 
baths ;  and  canals,  through  which  hot  water 
was  conducted  from  Solfatara.  Probably  they 
have  been  laid  in  ruins  by  earthquakes. 

Thefe  countries  were  covered  with  build- 
ings by  the  Romans,   and   particularly   the 
Emperors,  at  an  enormous  expence  ;  as-  if  in 
defiance  of  the  terrors  of  nature,     Are  we 
C4  not 
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not  here  reminded  of  the  antient  fidlon  of  ch? 
giants,  who  daringly  fought,  on  flarn'ing  fiel4S| 
againft  the  potent  Hercules  ? 


jLETTER    LXVL 


D. 


JNiiplcs,  ^gih  February  179^. 

TURING  .the  25th  and  26th,  the 
Iky  being  very  cleafj^  there  was  a  continual 
and  generally  a  thick  wl^ite  ftnoke,  which  af- 
cended  from  Vefuvius ;  but  this  kind  of 
fmoke  does  not  conftahtly  portend  an  inflam-r 
Hiable  eruption.  This  great  and  frequently 
defolating  phenomenon  of  nature  is  generally^ 
preceded  by  interrupted,  but  fudden  exhala- 
tions of  a  blaek  iand  humid*  kind,  and  mixe4 
with  Afhes,  forming  a  thick  and  glqpmy  cloud: 
We  faw  fomething  like  this  on  the  pv^nin^  of 
the  26th.  That  we  might  make  a  circuit  and 
a6:end  to  thfe  mouth  of  the  vokano,  if  there 
fliould  happen  to  be  an  eruption,  the  d^y  be* 
fore  yellerday  we  went  to  Portici. 
*  The  fuburbs  of  Naples  and  its  large  villages, 
-    ♦  add?c| 
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jidded  to  Portici,  give  this  city,  great  as  it  is 
without  them,  a  ftill  more  confiderable  extent^ . 

At  this  ead  of  the  city  the  pUce  is  fhewi^. 
where  the  aqble  young  Conradiu  was  he* 
headed  ;^  and  near  the  fame  place  is  the  houfe 
in  which  Mafaniellq  was  put  to  death  :  the 
bold  young  fifherman,  who,  in  the  middle  of 
the  17th  century,  had  nearly  delivered  Naples 
from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  The  river  of  Ma^-^ 
(lalena^  or  of  Sebetb)^  empties  itfelf  into  thefea^ 
near  Naples.  This  fmall  ftream,  or  rather  thi| 
rivulet,,  is  the  Sebetbus  of  the  antients. 

Cluyerius  has  very  juftly  remarked  that  the 
village  of  San  Giovanni  di  Tiduccio  muft  be 
built  on  the;  pUce  where,  in  reality,.  Virgil's 
tomb  ftood  J  of  which  npw  no  traces  are  to  be  ' 
fpuad^  and  which  muft  very  early  have  been 
deftroyed  j  for  in  the  time  of  St.  Jerome,  the 
place  on  the  Pofllipo,  which  is  now  fuppofed 
to  be  hjs  tpmb^  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  the; 
fame., 

Porticl  is  charmingly  fituated  between 
Mount  YefwrLua  and  the  fea ;  by  the  waters  of 
which,  it  is  bathed.  The  air  is  healthy,  and 
^be  fjertility  of  its  foil  is  celebrated. 

All  the  way  as  we  went,  we  faw  black  va- 
pours rifing  from  the  prater  pf  Vefuyius*     We 

]iiircd 
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hired  afles  at  Portici ;  and  the  beginning  of 
our  ride  was  among  high  trees,  round  which 
the  vine  twined  itfelf,  and  afterward  through 
chefnut  groves.  We  frequently  heard  the 
fubterranean  rumbling  of  the  mountain,  which 
refembled  the  diftant  difcharge  of  artillery ; 
and,  as  often  as  we  diftinguifhed  thefe  noifes^ 
we  looked  toward  the  top,  and  remarked  that 
thick  black  clouds  of  fmoke,  accompanied  with 
.a  difcharge  of  ftones,  was  emitted  from  the 
crater. 

Tolerably  high  up  the  mountain,  yet  a  fuU 
league  and  a  half  from  the  fummit  of  the  py- 
ramid which  is  properly  called  Vefuvius,  there 
is  a  hermit,  who  lives  on  a  hill,  by  its  fide, 
which  is  called  Somma.  This  Somma  is  a 
great  ruin  of  nature  ;  and  of  the  antient  Ve- 
fuvius.  It  has  crumbled  aw^y  to  the  half  of 
its  height,  and  evidently  difcovers  itfelf  at  tha 
top  to  have  been  a  volcano.  In  like  manner 
the  prefent  Vefuviu§  rofe,  above  feventeen 
hundred  years  ago.  Like  Monte  Nuovoy 
which  was  fuddenly  thrown  up  in  the  year 
1538  xby  an  earthquake,  it  has  the  form^  of  a 
fugar  loaf,  with  a  broad  bafe,  the  top  of  which 
is  cut  off,  and  is  hdlow  to  a  great  depth  ;  like 
the  crater  of  a  volcano. 

The 
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The  hermit  warned  us  of  approaching  dan-* 
ger,  and  I  left  my  fon  with  him  :  though  I 
did   not  fo  much  fear  th?   ftones,  that  were 
thrown  up,   as  the  difficulty  of  the  afcent, 
However,^  I  faw  it  was  very  neceffary  for  u$ 
to  take  care  how  we  approached  too  near  to 
thele  dangerous  fliowers*     The  ftones  were 
caft  with  fuch  yiolence,  out  of  the  hollow 
mountain,  that  the  velocity  of  their  fall  was 
not  to  be  compared  to  the  velocity  of  their 
afcent ;  and  our  eye  prefently  became  fo  accus- 
tomed to  this  velocity  that  the  ftones,  when 
they  at  length  began  to  defcend,  appeared  tQ 
us  rather  to  be  fufpended  than  to  fall. 

The  afcent  up  Mount'  Vefuvius  is  extremely 
difficult :  fometimes  from  the  cutting  drofs  of 
the  lava,  on  which  you  tread  ;  and  at  others 
becaufe,  when  you  mean  to  afcend,  you  fmk 
deep  into  the  aflies.  The  guides  leflened  the 
inconvenience  ;  for  they  bound'  linen  rouilfl 
their  bodies,  by  which  we  held  faft  and  were 
aided  by  their  ftrength  :  ftill  however  the  dif- 
ficulty was  very  great. 

The  places  you  pafs  are  terrifying.  The 
whole  ground  i&  uneven,  and  ftrewed  over 
with  ftones,  prodigious  pieces  oifcorla^  or  deep 
pits  of  ^fties ;  which  hav^  all  been  thrown 

from 
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from  the  mountain.  The  projefling  parts  of 
the  mountain  frequently  conceal  the  fmoky 
fummit,  from  thofe  who  are  afcending  j  and 
you  are  repeatedly  inclined  to  defpair  of 
arriving  at  your  journey's  end,  while  at  every 
ftep  when  you  mean  to  go  forward,  you  fink 
back  and  imagine  you  fhall  be  fwallowed  up 
in  the  aflies.  You  are  often,  obliged  to  ftand 
ftill  with  wearinefSj  or  fit  down  on  the  cutting 
4rofs  ;  and  the  fenfe  of  wearinefs  is  increafed 
by  the  furrouncling  afpedt  of  ciefolation :  but 
you  turn  your  eye  backward,  afid,  looking 
pver  and  beyond  thefe  defert  places,  are  re-* 
yiyed  by  the  profpedt  of  the  fta  till  you  forget 
the  difficulty. 

The  emiffions  from  the  flaming  mountain 
were  fo  violent  that  it  was  impoflible,  at  that 
time,  to  reach  the  fummit  j  and  the  difap- 
pointment  was  welcome  to  us,  for  it  was  a 
fpedacle  whigh  was  much  more  imprefliye 
than  that  of  looking  down  into  its  moqth 
would  have  been,  had  all  been  calm. 

We  afcended  the  mountain  to  a  huge  crag 
of  rock;  which,  in  one  of  its  antient  erup- 
tions^ had  been  projected  out  of  the  crater.  It 
h  at  the  diftance  of  one  third  of  the  whole 
^fcent  from  the  fummit ;  and  thus  gifeat  was 

thQ 
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the  fpace  to  which  this  rock  had  been  whirl- 
ed. Here  we  fat,  or  rather  laid  ourfelves 
'down.  Here  we  beheld  and  heard  the  moun- 
tain inceflaritly  in  labour.  Whenever  the 
rumbling  din  became  louder,  a  thundering 
fliower  of  ftpnes  continually  followed.  I  can- 
not compare  this  fubterranean  uproar  to  any 
thing  better  than  to  the  noife  of  cannon  at 
fea  ;  and  it  was  as  quick  in  fucceflion,  as  the 
difcharge  of  artillery  in  liich  a  combat : 

Wofchiff  an  fchiff  Jich  donrurnd  legt  *  ; 

as  Klopftock  fays. 

The  rock  on  which  we  fat  fliook  very  fen- 
fibly,  at  each  difcharge  of  the  mountdn.  The 
fucceffive  (bowers  of  afties  increafed  in  black- 
ncfs,  and  were  always  accompanied  with 
ftones.  Thefe,  when  they  fell  to  the  ground, 
rolled  down  over  the  drofs,  with  a  noife  re- 
fembling  hail  againft  a  glafs  window.  At  in- 
tervals, when  the  din  of  the  mountain  and 
the  fhpwering  of  ftones  had  ceafed,  we  heard 
a  fearful  gurgling,  as  of  boiling  water.  Larg^ 
drofs,  that  had  been  thrown  into  the  air,  fell 
rolling  down,  glowing  with  heat ;  and  came^ 
fo  near  us  that  my  fervant  took  up  a  piece 

*  "When  fliip  to  (hip  in  thunder  fpcaks* 

between 
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between- two  ftones,  which  ferved  him  as  i 
pair  of  tongs.  I  employed  it^  as  I  would  hayo 
done  a  chafing  diih,  to  warm  me ;  for  the , 
wind  blew  cold  and  fharp.  It  was  fo  hot  that 
Jacobi  kindled  his  tobacco  pipe  with  it ;  and 
it  was  not  quite  cold  in  the  evenings  when  we 
Shewed  it  to  my  wife:  though  it  was  but 
about  as  laci-ge  as  a  cannon  ball,  of  eight  pounds 
weight. 

A  yellow  fmoke,  inftead  of  the  black 
fhower,  occaiionally  rofe  from  the  throat  of 
the  mountain;  and  we  faw  the  refledioh  of 
fubterranean  flames  tremble  among  the  rifing 
pillars  of  fmoke  ;  ftrong  gufts  of  which  were 
likewife  impelled  out  of  many  little  mouths, 
round  the  crater. 

Thus  we  fat  upon  our  trembling  rodk, 
which  is  itfelf  a  prodigious  monument  of  the 
power  of  the  fire -emitting  mountain,  and  en- 
joyed .one  of  the  grandeft  fpedlacles  of  nature. 
The  contemplation  of  its  prefent  eruption  was 
made  the  more  impreflive  by  feeing  ourfelves 
furrounded  with  (tones,  prodigious  mafles  of 
Axok^  fcoria^  and  deep  aflies  j  which  teftified 
the  wonders  of  its  former  eruptions.  Not  far 
from  us  was  a  crater  which  burft  forth  laft 
year.     As  annals  of  nature,  thefe  marks  of 

defolatioa 
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defolation  produce  their  efFe£t :  but  yet  how 
much  more  efFedual  was  the  prefence  of  the 
fcene  we  were  contemplating  ! 

Whenever  for  a  moment  we  turned  from 
the  terrible  profpedl  of  the  fummit  of  Vefu- 
vius,  we  beheld  on  the  oppofite  fide  the  de- 
lightful bays  of  Naples  and  of  Gaeta,  with 
their  lordly  coafts  and  iflands. 

We  now  defcended  the  troubled  craggy 
height ;  which,  fteep  as  it  is,  is  lefs  difficult  to 
defcend  than  to  mount :  though  it  would  be 
equally  impoffible  either  to  go  up  it  or  down 
it,  were  it  not  for  the  foot-hold  which  the 
afhes  afford.  We  made  a  good  and  agreeable 
breakfaft  with  the  hermit,  who  gave  us  a  very 
pleafant  tafted  red  wine;  which  is  the  growth 
of  the  mountain,  and  is  called  lacrimay  or 
tears. 

The  fptioke  became  yellow  at  the  approach 
of  night ;  and,  on  our  return  to  Portici,  we 
then  faw  it  rife  of  a  flame  colour. 

At  Portici,  we  took  torches,  and  vlfited  the 
theatre  of  the  antient  Heraclea :  or,  as  the  Ro- 
mans called  it,  Hcrculaneum. 

This  Greek  town,  the  foundation  of  which 
is  afcribed  by  foipe  authors  to  Hercules,  was 

entirely 
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entirely  burled  and  deftroyed  by  ailiesahd  lava/ 
during  the  great  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  in  the 
year  79  after  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  in  th< 
firft  year  of  the  reigri  of  Titiis^ 

A  part  of  the  feats  of  the  antient  fheatref 
were  brought  up,  ift  the  year  171 3,  by  a  far-^ 
mer  who  was  finking  a  well.  Emanuel,  Prince 
of  Elbeuf,  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine,  who  v/as 
building  in  Porticij  purehafed  the  right  of  the 
farmers  of  digging  farther ;  and  a  ftatue  d£ 
Hercules. was  prefetitly  difddvered,  arid  ifter-' 
ward  one  of  Cleopatra^  with  others.  At 
ieiigth,  they  came  to  a  drctilar  tdmple,  whick 
contained  four-and-twenty  alabafter  |rillars ; 
and  as  many  ftatues,  that  were  all  feiit  M 
Vienna  by  Prince  Eugene  of  Satoy. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf 
were  interrupted  by  the  S^panifli  governnient.' 
In  the  year  1 736,  Don  Carlos,  King  of  Naiples, 
the  father  of  the  prefer^  King,  ilndertodk  tct 
bmild  a  palace  in  Portici ;  and  he  purchaferf 
the  houfe  and  the  land  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf^ 
and  the  antient  town  wsts  difcovered  at  f her 
depth  of  eighty  fe?t.  The  bed  of  the  fivcf 
was  found*  which  riin  through  the  town  ;  as 
Ukewife  were  the  t;e»ple  of  Jupiter^  with  hif» 

ftatue 
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ft^tue  of  gold,  the  theatre,  and  two  large 
equeftrian  ftatues  of  the  two  Balbi :  father  and 
fon. 

So  great  was  the  love  of  the  Greeks  for 
fpedlacles,  that  the  theatre  of  this  town,  which 
belonged  to  the  little  dates  of  Magna  Gracia^ 
was  more  capacious  than  the  magnificent 
theatre  of  San  Carlo  in  Naples  ;  which  is  otie 
of  the  largeft,  and  grandeft,  in  Europe.  Yet 
the  ftage,  though  it  was  fixty  feet  in  length, 
was  only  eighteen  in  breadth.  The  antients 
were  in  lefs  need  of  a  capacious  ftage  than  we 
are:  partly  becaufe  the  fcene  was  never 
changed  ;  and  partly  becaufe  they  did  not 
introduce  fo  many  characters,  and  perfons,  as 
the  modern  poetSi 

The  firft  known  eruption  of  Vefuvius, which 
happened  in  the  year  79,  was  that  in  which 
the  great  naturalift,  Pliny,  periftied.  Hercu- 
laneum  and  Pompeii  were  both  buried  under 
its  afhes  ;  and  the  flaming  lava  took  its  courfe 
through  both  thefe  towns. 

The  people  dare  not  leave  the  cavities,  dug 
to  come  at  Herculaneum,  empty;  becaufe 
Portici,  and  the  village  of  Refma,  are  built  im- 
mediately over  the  buried  place.  It  was  dif- 
covered  that  the  ftreets  were  ftraight;  and  that 

Vol.  Ill,  D  on 
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on  each  fide  there  was  a  raifed  pavement  for 
foot  paflengers,  which  are  but  feldom  found   *. 
even  in  the  great  and  elegant  cities  of  modern 
Europe. 

After  having  taken  out  many  remarkable 
articles,  of  houfehdd  furniture,  arms,  coins, 
and  manufcripts  rolled  up,  which  have  been 
preferved  in  Portici,  the  opening  was  again 
clofed.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fend  you  fome 
account  of  the  things  thus  difcbvered,  which 
arc  very  interefting  to  the  lover  of  antiquity, 
as  foon  as  I  have  vifited  the  mufeum  of  Por- 
tici ;  previous  to  which  I  mean  to  go  to 
Pompeii, 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  before  yefterday,  ' 
I  took  my  wife  to  a  part  of  the  city  behind 
the  Caftello  del  Ovo ;  where  you  ftand  by  the 
fea  fide,  and  have  a  full  view  of  Mount  Ye- 
'  fuvius.  Clear  flames  rofe  out  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  and  the  red  pillars  of  fmoke  were  re- 
fieded  in  the  lea. 

Early  yefterday,  I  accompanied  her  to  Sol- 
fatara  ;  for  (he  did  not  go  with  U5,  when  we 
faw  it  on  the  25th.  And  now,  inftead  of  the 
many  fmoking  mouths  of  this  funken  volcano, 
a  thin  vapour  rofe  only  from  three  apertures. 
It  is  probable  that  there  is  a  fubterranean  com- 
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mtinication  between  Solfatara  and  Vefuyius ; 
though  they  are  three  German  miles  from  each 
other.  But  what  are  thi'ee  German  miles  ?  It 
is  fuppofed  that  ^tna,  the  volcaiios  of  the 
Lipari  Iflands,  and  Vefuvius,  have  all  a  com- 
munication with  each  other.  What  is  ftill 
inore,  in  the  year  1783,  the  very  fame  in 
which  the  earthquake  happened  in  Calabria, 
and  when  a  part  of  Sicily  was  fo  fearfully 
Ihaken,  did  not  the  earth  open  in  Iceland,  and 
ftream  forth  flaming  fire,  which  continued  to 
burn  for  months  ?  And  this  dreadful  vifitation 
happened  in  an  ifland  fo  near  th*e  pole!  I 
cannot  indeed  fatisfadiorily  prove  the  fubter- 
fanean  connedlion,  from  thefe  appearances, 
between  the  Icelandic  Hecla  and  the  volcanoes 
of  the  fouth.  A  great,  and  to  us  unknown, 
general  caufe  may  have  aded  in  both  places 
at  once  :  but  I  think  this  caufe  is  not  yet  dif- 
covered;  and  the  hypothefis  of afubterranean 
connexion  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  abfurd, 
till  it  is  pK)ved  that  there  is  fome  other  which 
is  more  probable. 

The  hypothefes  of  our  naturalifts,  and  me- 
taphyficiarts,  too  often  refemble  the  hollow 
and  undermined  earth :  with  a  kind ,  of  vol- 
canic fpirit  th^y  rife  aad  axe  as  quickly  bu- 
Da  ricd. 
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ried.  Many  a  Monte  Nuovo  is  lifted  up,  bot 
to  fink  and  be  no  more  remembered.  Under 
the  ftatue  of  the  Egyptian  Ifis,  the  Goddefs  of 
Nature,  was  the  following  infcription :  "  I 
*'  am  what  I  was :  let  no  man  raife  the  veil 
*'  that  covers  me." 

Yefterday  evening,  we  beheld  the  flaming 
cataracts  of  lava  burft  forth.  The  refledion 
produced  by  the  heat  glowed  in  the  waves  of 
the  fea :  the  moon  appeared  to  grow  paler  irt 
prefence  of  the  ftreaming  fire.  How  for- 
tunate were  we  to  be  here  at  this  time !  I  pity 
thofe  fl:rangers  who  only  left  this  city  a  few 
days  ago,    which   now   every  night   enjoys 

.  fo  grand  a  fpe&:acle  of  nature. 

I  am  juft  returned  from  the  fea  fide,  where 

.  the  profpeft  this  evening  was  more  than  ever 

^  beautiful.  The  mountain  has  opened  another 
mouth,  on  the  fouth  wefl:  fide  ;  not  far  from 
the  great  crater  on  the  fummit.  At  one  mo- 
ment, we  beheld  the  fiery  ftream  as  you  be- 
hold a  diftant  waterfall,  without  being  able  to 
difcover  if  it  have  any  motion ;  and,  at  an- 
other, we  had  a  full  view  of  the  flaming  lava. 
From  time  to  time  the  fire  very  clearly  rofe  out 
of  the  fummit  j  and  was  followed  by  flames,, 

•  burfting  from  the  new  aperture. 

Although 
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Although  hiftory  gives  no  information  of 
any  eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius  more  early 
than  the  year  79,  yet  the  antients  formed 
fome  conjedlures  concerning  its  volcanic  qua- 
lities. Diodorus  tells  us  that  ^'  Hercules  came 
**  likewife  to  the  country  of  Cumse ;  v^here, 
*'  according  to  many  ftories,  the  people  were 
**  called  giants :  becaufe  of  their  extraordinary 
''  ftrength,  and  favage  manners.  Thefe  coun- 
*'  tries  have  been  called  Phlegraan^  or  in- 
"  flamedi  from  the  hill  which  formerly  emit- 
^'  ted  a  great  quantity  of  fire,  like  jEtna.  The 
**  place  is  now  called  Vefuvius ;  and,  from 
**  many  traces,  we  may  gather  that  it  muft 
^*  have  burnt  in  antient  times  *.'' 

National  pride  induced  the  Sicilian  to  call 
Mount  Vefuvius  a  hill ;  and  indeed,  confider- 
able  as  it  is,  yet  compared  with  iEtna,  it  is  pro- 
perly a  hilL 

Strabo  likewife  tells  us,  in  his  fifth  book, 
that  Vefuvius  muft  have  been  a  mountain  that 
threw  out  fire  ;  vvhich  it  had  then  only  ceafed 
to  do  from  the  want  of  inflammatory  matter. 

A  paflTage  in  Lucretius,  who  lived  toward 
the  end  of  the  republic,  does  not  prove  what 
many,  who  have  written  concerning  Mount 

*  Diod.  1.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  i.S'].  ed.  Weflel. 
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Vcfuvius^,  have  fuppofed  it  proved.  The 
poet  fpoke  of  hot  fprings ;  and  what  he  has 
called  Vefuvius  was  only  an  epithet,  to  point 
out  their  place. 

Diodorus  and  Strabo,  the  contemporaries  of 
Auguftus,  wrote  only  a  few  years  later  than 
Lucretius  ;  and  Virgil,  like  himfelf,  mentions 
Vefuvius  only  to  denote  the  country  of  which 
he  was  fpeaking. 

We  cannot  but  be  furprifed  that  the  elder 
Pliny,  who  wrote  his  immortal  natural  hiftory 
iti  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  gives  us  no  account 
of  Vefuvius.  The  evident  tokens  of  qualities 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mount  -^tna,  which  quali- 
ties had  been  remarked  by  prec-eding  authors, 
c6uld  ilof  have  efcaped  his  enquiring  mind. 

His  firft  obfervations  on  Mount  Vefuvius 
were  thofe  that  coft  him  his  life. 

The  two  letters,  which  the  younger  Pliny 
wrote,  one-^and-twenty  years  after  this  acci- 
dent, to  his  friend  Tacitus  the  hiftorian,  are 
e:feceedingly  interefting.  They  give  a  circum- 
ftantial  account  of  the  death  of  his  uncle,  the 
elder  Pliny :  who,  with  a  noble  courage  and  a 
truly  philofophic  freedom  of  mind,  failed  from 
Miienum,  where  he  was  the  commander  of 
the  fleet,  to  Pompeii,  that  he  raiight  remark  the 

terriblq 
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terrible  phenomenon,  and  was  fuffojcated  by 
the  fmolce  on  his  afcent. 

The  yotinger  Pliny  remained  behind,  with 
Jiis  mother;  who  was  a  fifter  of  the  natu- 
ralift,  and  who  firft  {hewed  her  brother  the 
afcending  fraoke,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  a 
cloud.  The  fmoke  arofe  in  the  form  of  the 
pine  tree  * :  becaufe,  as  the  younger  Pliny 
remarks,  it  had  firft  afcended  through  the  clear 
atmofphera  of  the  mountain,  and  then  funk 
under  its  own  weight,  and  extended  itfelf. 

From  this  relation,  as  well  as  from  that  of 
Dion  Caffius,  we  learn  how  dreadfully  fearful 
the  progreffive  appearances  of  nature  were: 
fo  that  the  terrified  people  waited^  in  expedi- 
tion of  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  eniption  began  with  fo  violent  a  dif- 
charge  of  afhes  that  three  towns,  Hercula- 
neum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia,were  overwhelmed 
by  the  tempeft.  So  unexpected  was  the  uni- 
verfal  death  that  the  people  of  Pompeii  were 
at  the  theatre. 

*  Of  that  fpecies  which  we  .call  the  Italian  pine,  and 
which  they  name  Pino-^  a  tree,  the  beauty  of  which 'greatly 
exceeds  that  of  our  pine.  It  has  the  form  of  an  um- 
brella; in  which  form  the  fmoke  rifes,  when  the  air  is 
calm:  and,  in  order  to  underftand  the  relation  of  Pliny, 
we  muft  figure  taourfelves  the  form  of  this  tree. 

D  4  This 
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This  guft  of  afhcs  was  occafioned  by  the 
falling  of  that  part  of  Vefuvius  which  is  now 
called  Monte  Somma.  The  falling  in  is  denoted 
by  the  figure  of  Monte  Somma ;  which  was  the 
Vefuvius  of  the  antients,  but  which  was  more 
frequently  called  F'^'y/zj-  by  the  Romans.  The 
proper  Vefuvius  of  the  prefent  day,  which 
about  half  way  up  *  joins  Mount  Somma, 
formed  itfelf  into  a  pyramid  there  where  it 
rifes  above  Somma,  and  rofe  in  proportion  as 
the  antient  Vefevus  fell  in.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner iVf(9«/^  Nuovo,  in  the  year  1538,  rofe  in  a 
fmgle  night. 

Ever  fmce  the  year  79,  Vefuvius  has  con- 
. tinned  to  fmoke ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
to  fend  forth  eruptions.  About  thirty  of  thefe 
eruptions  have  been  diftinguflied  from  the  reft; 
either  by  the  length  of  their  duration  or  their 
vioicnce.  The  mountain  fends  forth  flames 
alrnoft  every  year,  generally  about  the  begin- 
ning of  Autumn ;  and  fometimes,  twice 
a-year. 

In  the  year  163 1,  a  great  part  of  the  moun- 
tain fell  in. 

The  phenomena  of  the  year  1 767  were  ter- 
rific: the  whole  country  was  long  kept  in 
dread,   by  the  fubterranean   thunder  of  the 

mountain  ; 
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moimtain  ;  and  at  laft  it  broke  out,  emitting 
thick  fmoke  and  fliowers  of  fire,  mipgled  with 
ftones  and  afhes.  The  lava  firft  flowed  flowly 
toward  Reftna ;  and  a  part  of  heaven  was  be- 
nighted, on  the  19th  of  Odober,  by  the  black, 
clouds  of  fmoke  and  afhes  that  were  poured 
forth.  On  the  20th,  a  broad  ftream  of  lava 
haftily  burft  forth ;  and,  in  an  hour's  time, 
made  a  progrefs  of  feven  Italian  miles.  Its  . 
depth  was  eftimated  at  fixty  fathoms.  At  mid- 
night,, the  mountain  burned  horribly;  and  it 
thundered  at  intervals  like  the  difcharge  of 
cannon.  It  poured  out  a  new  river  of  fire ; 
which  rufhed  toward  the  valley,  that  lies  be- 
tween Vefuvius  Proper  and  the  height  of  Sari: 
SalvadorCy  on  which  the  hermitage  ftands. 
A  part,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portici  accom- 
panied the  flight  of  the  King  to  Naples.  On 
the  23d,  the  mountain  again  began  to  bellow ; 
and,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  the  lava  broke  out 
more  dreadful  than  before,  and  the  mountain 
during  three  hours  difcharged  fire  and.  afhes. 
The  afhes  were  blown  as  far  as  Gaeta ;  which 
lies  five  German  miles  diflant  over  the  fea. 
The  explofion  ended  on  the  26th  ;  but  the 
earth  long  afterward  continued  to  be  occafioa- 
ally  fhaken. 

After 
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After  the  eruption  of  lava  in  the  year  1 779, 
which  began  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  thfe  fruit 
trees  a  fecond  time  put  forth  their  buds,  and 
afecondtime  adually  prbduced  fmall  but  well 
tafted  fruit,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter. 

The  countries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  vol- 
canoes are  always  found  to  be  fertile ;  which 
is  either  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  earth, 
or  by  the  fiery  exhalations  that  are  emitted. 
In  the  gardens  near  Pozzuoli,  the  foil  of  which 
is  extraordinarily  warm  becaufe  of  the  vicinity 
of  Solfatara  and  its  hot  fprings,  vegetables  arc 
produced  and  the  fruits  ripen  a  fortnight 
fooner  than  at  Naples :  but  the  fruits,  on  ac- 
count of  this  heat,  are  lefs  delicious;  and  the 
vegetables  lefe  excellent. 

With  refped  to  the  fecond  fruits  that  were 
produced  in  the  year  1779,  I  remember  that, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  autumn  of  the  fame 
year,  as  I  was  travelling  from  Germany  to 
Denmark,  I  faw  the  wild  chefnut  tree  a  fe- 
cond time  in  bloom  in  both  countries :  nay, 
in  Denmark,  toward  the  middle  of  November, 
at  a  feafon  when  in  general  the  oak  had  fhed 
its  leaves,  in  thefe  countries. 

This  whole  year  was  remarkable,  in  the 
North,     On  the  13th  of  March,  in  the  Char- 
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lottenhurg^  now  the  botanic,  garden  at  Copen-- 
hagen,  I  faw  an  apricot  tree  in  the  ojpefi  air  ia 
full  bloom.  Thofe  fecret  caufes,  which  pro- 
duced a  new  bloom  in  autumn  as  well  even  in 
Denmark  as  in  Germany,  adling  in  milder 
climates  with  no  lefs  efFed,  muft  have  repeat- 
ed the  gifts  of  fummer  and  of  autumn  in  the 
winter  of  the  fouth  of  Italy.  Both  in  thefe 
countries  and  in  the  north,  people  were  fear- 
ful that  nature  would  have  recruited  her 
powers  by  extreme  frugality,  in  the  following 
year:  but  the  kind  and  fmiling  mother,  in 
1780,  fcattered  her  bleflings  from  her  horn  of 
plenty,  oyer  her  anxious,  fearful,  and  agitated 
<:hildren. 


LETTER    LXVIL 

Naples,  3d  March  1792. 

Y  ESTERDAY  evening,  I  and  Erneft, 
with  Nicolovius  and  Jacobi,  took  a  boat ;  and 
once  more  proceeded  to  vifit  Mount  Vefu- 
vius. 

The 
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The  vvifhed-for  night  approached,  and  we 
beheld  the  river  of  fire  at  a  diftance  ;  and  like- 
wife  its  refleftionin  the  fea.  We  again  took 
affes  at  Portici,  and  rode  as  before  to  the  two 
hermits,  as  they  are  called,  who  live  in  the 
hermitage  of  San  Salv adore ^  fituated  on  a  con- 
fiderable  height  of  the  mountain,  and  lying 
between  the  Somma  and  the  proper  Vefuvius. 
The  employment  of  thefe  people  is  to  afford 
lodging  and  aid  to  ftrangers. 

As  we  travelled,  we  faw  the  whole  ftream 
of  burning  lava  at  a  diftance ;  and  heard  the 
noife  of  the  mountain  louder  than  when  in 
the  boat.  We  likewife  beheld  melancholy 
marks  of  the  defolation  of  the  year  1779,  ^^^^^ 
fied  by  prodigious  pieces  of  lava  and  fcoria^ 
and  giving  a  terrific  afpedl  to  the  flourifhing 
plants  and  vine  bowers,  among  which  they  lay 
fcattered. 

Before  we  left  the  hermitage  to  continue 
our  road,  I  put  my  fon  to  bed  j  after  which, 
we  rode  to  a  crofs,  where  the  way  began  to  be 
impaffable  for  the  animals. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  ftones,  which  were 
thrown  from  the  crater  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  many  rivulets  of  fire  which  flowed  on  all 
•fides  from  the  principal  ftream,  would  have 
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permitted  us  to  have  afcended  and  examined 
the  new  mouth,  that  vomited  forth  thefe 
terrors.  It  was  not  far  below  the  crater  on  the 
fummit,  which  evidently  had  a  connexion 
with  the  chief  gulph.  Thefe  pathlefs  fteep 
ways,  which  are  dreadful  even  by  day,  were 
more  dreadful  by  night.  The  now  dim,  now 
flaring  light  of  our  torches,  more  frequently 
Ihewed  us  the  ftone,  or  the  huge  cinder,  over 
which  we  had  ftumbled,  than  thofe  over 
which  we  might  ftumble:  like  our  feeble  rea- 
fon ;  which,  Pope,  in  his  Effay  on  Man,  has 
fo  beautifully  defcribed  : — 

^'  What  can  (he  more  than  tell  us  we  are  fook  ?'* 

Neither  have  I  the  fame  pliancy  of  limb,- 
nor  ftrength  of  lungs,  which  feventeen  years 
ago,  when  I  was'  a  youth,  enabled  me  to  climb 
the  fteepeft  paths  of  the  Alps. ,        . 

We  contented  ourfelves,  though  unwil- 
lingly,, with  taking  a  lateral  diredion  ;  by 
which  we  approached  the  lower  part  of  the 
ftream  of  burning  lava. 

Though  the  way  we  took  was  lefs  labo- 
rious to  the  lungs  and  the  limbs  than  the 
afcent  to  the  fummit  would  have  been,  yet  it 
was  very  difficult  j  and  particularly  painful  to 

the 
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the  feet.  Soon  after  we  had  pafled  the* 
crofs,  we  found  vegetation,  which  before  had 
appeared  fickly,  entirely  dead.  Stepping 
among  the  deep  afhes,  you  tread  upon  prodir 
gious  lumps  of  B.ngn\3r/coria ;  the  fharp  points 
of  which  pain  the  more  fenfibly  becaufe  the 
preflure  of  the  foot  frequently  makes  leffei' 
bits  roll  down,  and  wound  with  their  defcent. 
Such  pieces  are  piled  roughly  over  one  an- 
other; having  been  colleded  by  different  erup- 
tions of  lava,  flowing  through  the  unequal 
ground,  and  leaving  mementos  of  more  early 
devaflation. 

The  heat  that  proceeded  from  an  aperture, 
which  burft  forth  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1790,  was  infufFerable ;  and,  though  when  we 
were  there  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  fince  this 
eruption  happened,  the  hot  furfaqe  would 
not  permit  us  to  touch  it  with  our  hands. 

We  continued  for  about  a  quaitei*  of  an 
hour  to  pafs  with  hafty  fleps  over  hollow 
lumps  of  drofs,  that  ftill  were  glowing;  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  gulphs  of  fire.  To 
have  made  a  falfe  ftep,  or  to  have  ftepped 
flowly,  would  have  been  equally  dangerous. 
Should  the  drofs  give  way,  the  foot  muft  fink 
gr  the  body  be  thrown  off  its  centre,  and  all 
J  our 
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our  pirecaution  would  have  been  vain.  The 
lava  that  had  rufhed  headlong  from  the  fteep 
declivity,  arriving  at  a  place  where  there  was 
no  defcent^  colle<fled  itfelf  among  the  cin- 
ders, and  flowed  butflowly:  though  ftill  the 
flood  was  flaming  red.  The  ftones  dindifcoria 
that  it  had  pafled  over  were  red  hot;  and  one 
of  our  guides  lighted  the  extinguifhed  torch, 
wluch  he  held  in  his  hand,  by  a  cinder  of  this 
kind. 

The  nature  of  the  lavas  is  various,  accord- 
ing to  the  materials  contained  in  the  mountain ; 
cither  as  they  fhall  mingle  with  each  oth^r,  or 
be  thrown  up  unmingled.  They  are  as  hard 
as  ftone,  are  capable  of  the  poliih  of  marble, 
and  of  different  colours.  Either  I  miftake  or 
the  pavement  of  the  Roman  roads  moftly 
confifts  of  the  lava  of  antient  volcanos,  which 
had  become  extinguifhed  before  the  time  of 
the  Roman  hiftory,  and  therefore  were  not; 
known  as  fuch.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all 
Naples,  and  of  the  highway  to  Portici. 

Th€  pur^  melted  lava  does  not  fotm  itfelf 
into  waves  as  it  flows ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  is 
difcharged  from  the  throat  of  the  mountain, 
the  mafs  which  it  forms  is  impelled  down- 
wards by  fucceiflive  emiflions.  You  may  re- 
member 
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member  to  have  feen  the  Rhine  flow  In  the 
fame  manner  at  Mentz.  It  forms  no  waves, 
but  is  apparently  ftill :  yet  the  broad  ftream 
flows  with  more  refiftlefs  power  from  this  cir- 
cumftance.  Metal,  melted  till  liquefied  in  a 
forge,  may  give  you  a  tolerable  idea  of  the 
lava ;  as  well  of  that  which  flows  purely,  as 
of  that  which  is  mingled  with  drofs. 

Whenever  the  mountain  throws  cut  its  pal- 
pitating flames  and  hurls  its  fl:ones  into  the 
air,  the  melted  ftream  is  enlivened  by  a  new 
polifli.  Red  hot  ftones  at  the  fame  time  roll 
down  on  every  fide.  Many  were  rolled  along 
by  the  lava,  as  flints  are  by  the  ftream  of  the 
mountain.  From  the  principal  cataracts  of 
fire  inferior  ones  take  their  courfe.  The  moun- 
tain ceafed  to  repeat  its  quick  fuccefliive  claps  ^ 
of  thunder,  and  continued  to  roll  it  durably, 
while  the  hifling  roars  of  a  tempeft  were  heard. 
The  clouds  of  fmoke  that  rofe  were  fo  red 
that  you  v/ould  have  fuppofed  them  to  have 
been  flames,  had  not  real  flames  been  emit- 
ted ;  and  had  they  not  been  obfcured  by  the 
bright  red  of  the  lava. 

The  ftillnefs  of  night  reigned  over  thefe 
defert  places,  and  was  .only  interrupted  by 
fubterranean   uproar.     The  atmofphere  was 

dark: 
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dark :  you  fcarccly  could  fee  the  fhady  part  of 
the  mountain,  that  lay  behind  that  which  was 
illuminated  by  the  fire.  Like  as  polifhed  bor 
dies,  when  the  light  is  little,  feem  to  coWcQt  jt 
all  to  themfelveSy  a^idgaft  furrounding  pbje.^. 
in  deeper  darkne&* 


LETTER    LXVIIL 

.  Kaplca^  7th  March  i?^!* 

X  HE  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  lies  not 
far  from  Solfatara,  and  fomething  nearer  than 
that  to  Naples.  It  is  chiefly  fufrounded  by 
high  fliores,  on  which  the  poplar  and  the 
chefnut  tree  grow* 

Near  a  part  of  the  fliore^  at  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
there  ii^  a  cavern ;  which  was  called  by  the  an* 
tients  the  cavern  of  Charon*  It  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  name  of  La  Grotta  del  Cane : 
the  cavern  of  dogs  }  becaufe  it  is  a  common 
cuftom  to  put  a  dog  into  the  cavern,  in  order 
to  Convince  ftrangers  of  the  mephitic  qualities 
of  the  air.   The  dog  prefently  loies  his  fenfes. 

Vol.  III.  E  and 
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and  inuft  die  were  he  not  dragged  out,  an^^ 
to  recover  him,  dipped  in  the  water  of  the 
lake.^ 

We  did  not  think  proper  to  tolerate  the 
€^uehy  of  this  experiment,  and  we.  therefore 
entered  the  cavern  one  after  another.  That 
we  might  be  convinced  of  the  efFe<3:3  of  the 
air,  it  was  neceflary  we  fhould  bend  :  but 
thefe  efFedls  were  not  fo  ftrong  as  we  expe£t- 
ed.  There  is  a  fimilar  opening  in  the  earth 
near  Pyrmont,which  appeared  to  me  to  exhale 
ftronger  vapours.  I  muft  remark  however 
that  I  vifited  the  German  caverfi  in  a  hot 
fummer's'  day,  and  this  during  the  humid 
feafon  of  fpring  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
^fFe£ts  are  more  fuddert  and. forcible  in  fum- 
mer. 

It  is  impofTible  to  fire  a  piftol  in  the  grotto } 
for  the  air  prevents  the  powder  in  the  pan 
from,  taking  fire.  We  had  negleded  to  bring 
fire  arms  to  make  the  experiment :  but  we 
faw  the  torches  were  extinguifhed^  when  they 
Avere  hdd  in  the  cavern. 

The  hot  fulphiir  baths  of  the  lake  appeared 
to  me  ftronger  than  the  vapour  of  the  cavern. 
Thefe  baths  are  called  &iu/e^  or  fioves,  di  San 
Ccrmano.     They  are  much  efleertied  for  their 

.2  Jfffedsj 
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^ffeds.;  and  emit  a  hot  vapoui-,  the  fmoke  of 
which  is  fo  fine  that  means  muft  be  taken  to 
render  it  vifible.  A  bit  of  tinder  is  kindled, 
and  fuffered  to  fmoke ;  and  round  this  the 
afcending  fulphureous  vapour  will  become 
perceptible.  I  can  only  account  for  this  cffcGt 
by  fuppofmg  that  a  part  of  the  more  grofe 
fmoke  of  the  tinder  mixes  with  the  fine  va- 
pour, and  thickens  it  fufficiently  to  render  it 
vifible. 

A  rough  path  leads  to  the  boiling  fprings, 
which  are  called  gli  PifciarelU.  They  rife  out 
of  ihe  Monte  Seccoj  or  dry  hill,  and  have  pro- 
bably fome  connexion  with  Solfatara :  for,  as 
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by  the  fick,  the  entrance  to  the  (hades  dT 
death :  where,  as  the  Roman  poet  fings^ 

.  VeJlibtJum  atiie  ipfum  prirmfque  in  fatdcikts  Orci 
LuElUfS  et  ultrices  pofuere  cubilia  Cura  : 
Pallentefqtte  habitant  Morbiy  trijlifque  SeneBuf, 
Et  Metus  et  malefuada  Fames y  ac  turpis  EgeJiaSf 
>     TerribiUi  infu  forma  !  Lethumquty  Labofpu  ^ 
Turn  confanguineus  Lefbi  Scpsr^  et  mala  mentis 
Gaudia  \  mortiferumque  adverfo  in  limine  Bellum, 
Ferreiqiie  Eumenidum  thalamic  et  Difcordia  demeni 
Vipereum  crinem  vittis  innexa  cruentis. 

ViRG.  iEti.  yt.  173# 

Juft  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws  of  h^ll, 
Revengeful  Cares,  and  fulten  Sorrows  dwell; 

•  Afld  pale  Pifeafes,  an4  repining  Age  y 

'Want,  Fear,  and  Famine^  unrefifted  rag^  \ 
Here  Toils,  and  Dieath,  and  Death's  half-brother j^  Sleepy 
Forms  terrible  to  view,  their  fentry  keep  :• 
With  anxious  Pleafures  of  a  guilty  fnind, 
peep  Frauds  before,,  and  open  Force  behind  :- 
The  Furies'  iron  beds,  and  Stride  th<it  fliake^     . 

.  Ijkr  luffing,  treffes,  and  unfokk  her  iaakes. 

'  Dryi^en,  Y.  384* 

'^    TKis  beautiful  paflage  of  the  poet  has  been  : 
applied  to  the  vapour  baths  with  much  aeut^ 
nefs,  but  with  little  judgment. 

1  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  faid^ 
toncerning-the  abfurcKty  of  that  opinion  that 
'       -'  fiippofes 
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fupj^qfes  the  whble  empire, of  Deaths  with 
the  Elyfian  fields,  ^hich  another  fiin  and  other 
ftarsmumine-—  \  .    . 


-SoUmque  fuum^  Jua  fidera  norunt  - 


are  to  be  found  on  earth  ;  in  the  lake  A  ver- 
sus, the  vineyards  of  the  dead  fea,  and  where 
die  dead  of  all  Baise  were  buried.  I  would 
only  advife  you  to  turn  to  the  map  of  thefe 
countries^  and  follow  the  poet  through  all  his 
labyrinths  :  I  mean  follow  him  if  you  can. 

The  lake  of  Avcfnus  is  very  near  Gumae : 
but  the  vejlibulurft  oi  Orcus  is  niore  than  a 
German  mile  diftant. 

The  noble  Mantuan  bard,  when  he  lived' 
in  NapldSj^rertkinly  had  cSft^rt  praifed  thikke 
ojF  Agnaind  in  fabulous  fong  ;  and  had  vifitiecf 
its  bowers.  But  why  compare  this  Ipvely  lake 
to  the  hateful  Cocytus  ?  Why  did  they  not 
difcover,  iince  they  were  bent  on  difcovery, 
that  which  the  fagacious  poet  had  concealed 
deep  in  earth  and  darknefs  ? 

—  41^ a  terra  et  caligine  — 

Why,  I  fay,  did  they  not,  among  the  grove^ 

of  this  lake,  difcover  the  fields  where  the  fouls 

of  lovers  ftray  j  and  nieet  in  them  the  wan-*^ 

E  3  dering 
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dering  fhade  of  Dido,  with  her  frefh  blpeding 
wounds?.  :But  they  were  determined  to  find 
that  of  which  nothing  but  blind  curiofity* 
would  have  gone  in  fearch. 

A  tolerably  deep  hill  feparates  the  banks 
of  the  Agnano  from  the  deep  valley  oiAJirunu 
The;  profped  fr6m  the  top  of  this  hill,  as  well 
toward  the. lake  as  the  valley,  is  veiy  pleafant. 
It  is  furrounded  by  lefler  heights,  and  ftiaded 
by  the  oak,  the  prickly  oak,  and  the  chefnut 
tree.  /  _       '  '  ^   ■  :.,'■"/. 

-  Here  th^.  wild  bp^rs^  many  .of  i^vhich  we 
faw,  me^t;  ^y^^ith  excellent  paftiire.  The  -King! 
frequently  diverts  himfelf  with  hunting :  in 
thia  valley  ;  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a 
charming  la}ce,  and  a.  little  pool  that,  has  pro-^ 
bably  beejn  feparated  from  the  lalfe  by  an  earth- 
quake. 

A  gentle  heart  enlivening  calm  is  felt^  as 
well  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Agnano  as 
in  the  whole  of  thefe  friendly  regions.  No 
objefl:  here  reminds  you  of  the  vicinity  of  a 
great  city,  which  is  inhabited  by  nearly  half - 
a  million  of  people.  All  breathes  that  foft 
repofe  which  many  confider  as  an  empty 
found ;  but  without  which  the  few,  who  feel 
it,  confxder  the  pleafures  that  the  crowd  en* 

deavour 
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deavour  to  difcbver  in  ftrife  and  ambition  as 
empty  indeed,  and  frantic.  Happy  are  they 
who  hear  the  warning  voice  of  peace  and  re- 
pofe!  They  behold  ever  youthful  Joy 
efcaping  from  clamour  and  tears,  and  flying 
to  the  arms  of  Wifdom  ;  as  to  a  tender  mo* 
ther,  whofe  charms  are  concealed  from  the 
prophane.  They  fhun  the  din  and  tumult 
of  the  world  :  but  they  welcome  their  fym* 
pathetic  friends,  and  lead  them  to  their  bowers 
of  delight. 


LETTER    LXIX. 

Naples,  loth  March  1792. , 

-AlLTHOUGH  on  our  voyage  we 
had  feveral  times  paflTed  very  near  to  the  pro- 
montory of  Mifenum,  yet  we  had  left  it  with- 
out paying  it  a  vifit ;  becaufe  we  intended  to 
dedicate  a  day  to  this  purpofe,  having  prcK 
mifed  ourfelves  very  delightful  views  from  its 
charming  fituation.  Accordingly,  we  yefter^ 
day  took  boat,  td  fulfill  aur  intention^. 
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.  The  waves  ran  high,  the  wind  was  againft 
lis,  and  our  boatmen  coafted.  along  the  Pofi* 
lipo  :  the  high  and  projedling  cape  of  which 
divides  the  bay  of  Naples,  that  extends  from 
the  promontory  of  Mafla,  formerly  the  pro- 
montory of  Minerva,  to  that  of  Mifenum. 

The  appearance  of  the  Poiilipo  is  various 
and  delightful  j  and  we  continued  our  route 
.  through  the  fmall  ftrait,  by  which  it  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ifland  of  Nifida.  We  then 
fteered  along  the  winding  coaft  of  pozzuoU 
and  Baiae,  and  n^ivigated  the  paflage  cut  in  the 
rock  through  the  lefler  cape ;  which,  with 
the  long  promontory  of  Mifenum,  had  formed 
the  hav^n  where,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus, 
a  great  part  of  the  Roman  fleet  lay.  Probably, 
Agrippa  cut  through  thefe  rocks,  when  he, 
built  the  haven,  to  afford  fmall  veffels  a  quick 
paffage  from  Baiae  to  Mifenum  ;  and  probably 
the  paffage  was  cut  by  the  fuccefforg  of  Au^ 
gi^ftus.  I  am  inclined  to  afcribe  the  work  to 
Lucullus,  ^ho  delighted  \n  undertakings  of 
this  kind,  and  who  had  a  country  houfe  in 
Baiae  as  well  4S.  in  Mifenum.  The  rocky 
holes  here  are  called,  both  by  the  country 
people  atyi  the  mariners^  xhtgrotta  deglijptrth 
the  grotto  of  ghofta. 

This 
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This  havea  has  been  miftak«nlyGoafoundcd, 
by  fome  Italiarf  authors,  with  the  Julian  haveiW 
They  arc  near  to  «ach  other,  and  both  Were 
the  work  of  Auguftus  i  or  more  properly  of 
Agrippa.  ,  t 

Thd  frequently  proje^ing  now  high  nqW 
level  cape,  which,  with  its  finall  and  lo^  neck, 
forms  a  jJart  of  the  round  and  every  whew 
fteep  hill  df  Mifenunij  runs  farther  int6  tl^^ 
fea  th4n  the  PofilipOjis  waftied  by  theroarirtg 
and  foaming  v?^;yes,  and  f^pirates  the  bay  of 
Naples  froin  the  bay  of  Gaeta^  The  coafts 
and  iflands  feem  carved  and  interfefled  with: 
fo  playful  a  hartal  that  they  ^e Very  where,  com- 
municate^ even  to  Italy  itftlf^.  4  peculiar  aild' 
enchanting  grandeur,   _ 

Some  remains  may  ftill  be  feen  of  the  an- 
tienf  town  <^  MifeAum.  '  The  hill  in  mod 
parts  is  dug  in  hollows,  ind  you  proceed  from 
one  rocky  vault  to  another.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  the  Romans  had  a  water  ciftern  here: 
perhaps  they  likewife  had  their  baths.  The 
wind  being  againft  us,  we  were  later  than  we 
expeded  ;  and  therefore  forbore  to  vifit  the 
cavern  by  the  light  of  torches.  This  cavern 
is  fometimes  called  La  Crotta  Dragonara :  at 
others  Traconnarku 

We 
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^  ■  Wc  went  tip  the  hill,  and  found  parts  of  it 
planted  with  vine  bowers  and  fig  trees.  To- 
ward the  top,  we  met  with  many  aromatic 
plants,  growing  wiFd  ;  and,  oftener  than  the 
reft,  the  ca^fus  opuntia ;  or  the  Indian  fig  and 
the  Aloe.  Thefetootics  of  pur  green  houfes 
wiere  here  growing  Wild.  Here  too  we  iaw,\ 
^n  their  tall  ftems,  the  gilded  aloe  flowers  of 
^e  foregoing  fammer,  higher  than  thofe 
whofe  periodical  blowing  is  advertifed  in  our 
newfpapers  ;  and  which  the  l6Vers  of  Botany, 
allured  from  all  parts,  will  make  long  jour-* 
neys  tb  fee.  We  met  with  the' fame  plant  on 
the  Pofilipo ;  and  llkewife  with  a  kind  of  tree 
whkh  none  of  us  knew,  the  great  beauty  and 
peculiar  form  of  which  attraded  our  atten- 
tion. 

From  the  tqp  of  the  hill,  which  is  almt)ft  an 
ifland,  we  overlooked  the  cape ;  and  beheld 
Baiae,  Bauli,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  lake  of  Fufaro, 
the  Monte  Nuovo,  the  hill  of  Gaurus,  Poz^ 
zuoli,  Solfatara,  the  caftle  of  Sant^  Elmo^  which 
lies  beyond  Naples,  the  high  monaftery  of  Ca^ 
maUolij  the  ifland  of  Nifida,  the  promontory 
of  Pofilipo,  Mount  Vefuvius,  the  whole  coafl:- 
of  Sorento,  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and,  in  the 
bay  of  Gaeta,  the  iflands  of  Proqida,  Ifchia, 

and 
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and  Ventotiene.  Add,  to  all  thefe,  the  charms 
ojf  the  fea,  and  the  delights  of  a  climate  in 
which,  at  this  feafoti  of  the  year,  the  fig  and 
the  vine  are  unfolding  their  beauties.  On  the 
7th,  I  had  feen  the  tops  of  the  poplar,  bcGde 
the  lake  of  Agnano,  covered  with  young  fo- 
liage. The  grafs  of  the  meadows  has  long 
been  green.  The  mtdicago  arhorea^  and  the 
fpartium^  with  its  beautiful  yellow  papilio- 
naceous flower,  whofe  form  delights  the  fight 
and  its  odour  the  fmeU,  are  in  full  bloom. 

This  hill  was  called  the  promontory  of 
Mifcnum  as  early  as  Livy.  According  to 
foixie,  Mifenus  was  one  of  the  companions 
of  Ulyfles :  according  to  Virgil,  who  has  an 
antient  traldition  in  fupport  of  his  opinion. 


'  ^0  non  pr aft antior  alter 


Mre  cure  viros  martemque  accendere  cantu. 


*  The  cytifidi  of  Virgil.  It  Is  likewife  called  cytifus 
fnarantha\  and  mull  not  be  confounded  with  omx  cytifus 
labernum  of  the  gardens,  which  alfo  grows  wild  in  the 
fouth  of  Italy.  The  medicago  has  a  refemblance  to  oui^ 
gatden  fhrub  colutea.  I  faw  fingle  flowers  the  whole 
winter  through,  in  the  country  round  Rome.  The  leaves 
of  this  plant  were  held  by  the  untients  to  be  <he  beft  of 
foddpr.     See  Vofs's  Virgil,  Geo.  ii.  431.    , 

Hiffcris 
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HeSlpris  hie  magnifuerat  comes^  fIe8ora  circum 
"    Mt  tlfuopugrtas  injlgnis  obibai  ei  hajid. 

ViRG.  jfin.vl  164. 


none  fo  renowned. 


TKc  warrior  trumpet  in  the  field  to  found  : 
With  breathing  brafa  t6  kindle  fierce  alarms  ^ 
And  Toufe  to  dare  their  fate,  in  honoUTable  arms* 
He  ferv'd  great  He(2or ;  and  was  ever  near, 
I^ot  with  his  trumpet  only,  but  his  fpear. 

Dryden,  JEn.  V-  243. 

White   iEneas.  was  vifiting  the  Sibyl  of 
Cumae;  Mifenus  was  mifling. 

Sedtt^m  forte  cava  dumperfonat  aquora  concha^ 
Jjemenset  cantu  vocat  in  certamina  Divos; 
XtHulus  eifc^ptum  Triiorii  Ji  credere  dignum  ejl^ 
Jntprfaxavirurnffurn^aimmerferatu^. 

ViRG.  ^n.  vi,  171. 

Swoln  with  applaufe,  and  aiming  flill  at  more. 
He  now  provokes  the  fea-gods  from  the  0)ore ; 
With  envy  Triton  heard  the  martial  found, 
And  the  bold  champion  for  his  challenge  drown*d, 
Then  cad  his  mangled  c^rcaf^  on  ^he  ilrand, 

Prtpen,  V.  2SIi. 

The  Sibyl  announced  to  ^neas  the  death 

of  one  of  his  companions  ;  and,  while  he  and 

the  faithful  Achates^  who  had  accompanied 

him  on  his  vifu  to  the  prophet^fs,  were  be^ 

N  wailing 


Digitize!^  by 


Google 


COUNT  STOLBBRG.  6i 

wailing  the  lofs  of  a  comrade,  and  woaderiog 

who  it  cotild  be  that  the  Sibyl  meant,  they  dif-* 

covered  Mifenus. 

He  was  folemnly  turied  by  ^aeas  under 

this  moi^ntain^  as  the  poet  thus  relates  : 

• 

jft  piuf  Mneas  ingetiii  mole  fepidchrum    . 
Imponit^fuaque  arma  viroy  remumjue,  tubamque^ 
Monte  fub  aerio,  qui  nunc  Mifenus  ab  ilh 
Dicitur,  aternumque  tenet  per  f acuta  nomen. 

ViRG.  -^n.  Yi.  233. 


\ 


But  good  ^neas  Order'd  on  the  ihore 

A  (lately  tomb  \  whofe  top  a  trumpet  bore : 

A  foldier's  fauchioii,  and  a  feaman^s  oar. 

Thus  was  his  friend  interred :  and  deachlefs  fame 

Still  to  the  lofty  cs^  configns  his  name. 

Dryden,  V.  331., 


And  ftill  it  continues  to  be  called  //  Capo 
Mifcno  :  or  Monte  Mifeno.  We  neglefted  to 
vifit  the  frelh  fpring,  which  rifes  before  the 
hill  out  of  the  fca. 

We  f^dled  back  with  a  pleafant  wind,  and 
pierrily  compared  the  black  woollen  fail  of 
pur  boat  to  the  black  fsul  with  which  Thefeus, 
forgetting  the  promife  be  had  made  to  his 
father,  failed  bade  from  Crete  to  Athens,  after 
he  had  flain  the  Minotaur. 

One  of  pur  boatmen,  who  no  doubt  had 

drunk 
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drunt  tdo  much  at  Mifeno,  fuddenly  let  a  rope 
go,  belonging  to  the  fail^  which  he  held  in  his 
hand ;  and  the  motion  of  the  l)oat,  from  the 
high  wave,  was  fo  quick  that  we  (hipped  a 
quantity  of  water:  in  fo  much  that,  had  it 
but  dipped  an  inch  deeper,  it  feenxed  as  if  we 
Ihould  all  have  perifhed. 


LETTER    IXX. 


cc 


Naples,  15th  March  i^gi^ 

RIBUNES  of  the  people  and 
Quirites,  this  is  the  anniverfary  of  the  day 
*'  on  which,  in  the  open  field,  I  fortunately 
•*  fought  in  Africa,  againft  Hannibal  and  the 
"  Carthaginians.  It  is  but  juft  that  difputes 
*'  and  calumny  fhould  ceafe,  onfuch  a  day*  -  I 
^*  fhall  therefore -go  from  this  to  the  Capitol, 
**  there  to  worfhip  the  great  Jupiter,  Juno, 
*'  Minerva,  and  the  other  gods  ;  and  pay  thenx 
*^  my  thanks,  for  that  they,  on  this  day,  and 
*'  on  other  fimilar  occafions,  have  given  me 
*^  the  power  and  the  imderftanding  to  guard 

*Mh<} 
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**  tKe  fafcty  of  the  republic.  Quiritcs,  who* 
•*  ever  among  you  fliall  think  proper,  follow 
"me;  and  entreat  the  gods  to  give  you 
•*  leaders  like  me,  who,  from  my  feventecnth 
"  year  to  the  prefent  hour,  if  my  deeds  hare 
"  been*  rewarded  by  the  honours  you  hayc 
"  conferred,  have  made  my  deeds  more  thaa 
•*  deferve  thofe  honour^  and  thofe  rewards." 

Thus  fpoke  Publius  Scipio  Africanus  :  dif- 
daining  to  anfwer  the  vile  flanders, .  brought 
againft  him  by  mean  demagogues.     He.rofe 
From  the  tribune,  and  afcended  the  Capitol ; 
and  the  whole  aflembly  followed.     The  tri- 
bunes were  deferted  by  their  very  clerks,  and 
public  fervants ;  and  remained  behind,  with 
flaves,  and  malcontents,  and  the  public  accufer. 
Scipio  proceeded,  attended  by  the  people,  not 
only  to  the  Capitol  but  through  the  city ; 
vifiting  all  tke  temples  of  the  gods.     There 
was  more  folemnity  in  the  protedtion  afforded 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens  on  this  da^f,  and  in 
that  grandeur  of  charafter  by  which  it  had 
been  deferved,  than  on  that  in  which,  after  his 
vidtories  over  the  Carthaginians  and  Syphax, 
he  entered  Rome  in  triumph. 

The  tribunes  appointed  a  new  day  to  hear 
theaccufers  of  the  h6ro^  who  was  fully  deter- 
mined 
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mined  riot  to  appedr  a  fccond  time.  They 
expefted  muph  from  the  Conrideration  id 
which  their  fellow  tribune,  Tiberius  Sem- 
pronius  Gracchus,  was  held  ^  he  who  was  the 
father  of  the  Gracchi,  who  were  both  but  too 
famous  for  the  repofe  of  Rome.  But  Sem- 
proniusj  though  the  enemy  of  Scipio,  hoiioui*- 
ing  his  great  qualities,  heroically  became  his 
admirer. 

''  I  will  not,''  faid  he,  ''  fufFer  Publiui 
**  Scipio  to  be  accufed  before  he  returns  to 
**  Rome :  and  even  then,  fhould  he  demand 
"  it,  I  will  be  his  defender.  Scipio  has  attain* 
•*  «d  fo  high  a  degree  of  glory,  by  the  deeds 
•*  he  has  achieved  and  the  dignities  he  has 
**  acquired,  favoured  as  he  is  by  Gods  arid 

men,  that  greater  difgrace  would  alight  uport 
•*  the  Roman  people  than  upon  Scipio,  were 
i*  he  to  (land  in  the  Forum  as  a  man  accufed, 
•*  liftening  to  the  infults  and  calumnies  of 
"  boys  *."  After  this  honourable  incident, 
Scipio  continued  to  live  at  Liternum. 

We  yefterday  vifited  this  place,  which  is 
.denoted  by  a  large  ftone  tower,  called  Torre 
iU  Patria.  The  vfordPatna^  it  fhould  feem, 
WM  found  written  on  this  tower,  as  the  re- 

♦  lav-  lib.  xxxtiii.  cap.  51,  52,  53* 

maindcr 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


4ft 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  6j 

malnder  df  an  antient  infcription :  Ingrata 
patria^  ne  quidem  ojfa  me  a  hahes: — Ungrateful 
country,  thou  (halt  hot  have  my  bones  !  No 
trace  of  this  infcription  is  now  to  be  found. 
If  it  ever  really  were  there,  it  muft,  like  the 
tbwer,  have  been  of  later  ages  ;  and  this  build- 
ing carindt  have  been  more  early  than  the 
Saracens.  1  confider  it  as  of  much  later  date : 
for  it  is  known  that  the  Emperor,  Charles  the 
Fifth,  caufed  thofe  towers  to  be  built,  which 
are  frequently  feen  along  the  fea  coaft,  as 
Watch  towers^  to  giiard  againft  the  cor  fairs. 

It  W2t§  even  coritefted,  in  the  time  of  Livy, 
whether  Scipio  died  at  and  was  buried  in 
Rome,  or  Liternum  :  but,  as  hiftory  makes  no 
mention  of  his  return,  and  as  the  veil  of  filence 
is  caft  over  the  laft  years  of  this  great  man, 
except  that  it  was  faid  he  gave  orders  when 
dying  to  be  buried  at  his  country  feat,  and  trf 
have  a  tomb  erected  there,  becaule  he  would 
not  be  interred  in  his  ungrateful  country,  it 
appears  probable  that  he  adually  was  buried  at 

Liternum*. 

The 

*  Silentium  deinde  de  Afrtcano  fuit.  Vitam  Literni  egit 
fine  deftderio  urhis*  Morieniem  rure  eo  ipfo  loco  fepeliri  ft 
juffijfe  ferunt^  monumentumque  ibi  adificarif  ne  funus  ftbi  in 
ingrata  patria  fieret* 

Voulil.  F  There 
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The  grave  of  Scipio  was  difcovcred  fbme 
years  ago,  but  not  his  aflies ;  and  there  was 
a  fable  in  the  time  of  Pliny*  that  a  dragon 
guarded  his  manes,  in  a  cavern  at  Litemum. 
The  tradition,  which  has  defcended  from  age 
to  age,  that  this  was  his  burial  place,  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  fabulous.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  if  this  were  the  place  which  Scipio  chofe 
for  his  refidence,  it  would  be  more  interefting 
tp  me  than  if  it  were  the  place  of  hi^  inter- 
ment. 

The  place  is  now  c$dljed  Patrm;  and  th© 
lake,  which  was  antiently  the  mar(h  of  Liter- 
num,  Lago  di  Patria.  The  lake  is  fraali  at 
its  entrance ;  and  there  is  a  ferry  that  muft 
be  pafled  to  go  to  the  tower,  which  ftands 
on  a  fandy  fliore  that  is  overgrown  with  low 
laurel  bufhes,  myrtles,  rofemary,  the  maftic, 
the  juniper  tree,  and  an  uncommon  fpecies  of 

There  was  no  more  mention  made  of  Scipio  Afri- 
canus.  He  lived  at  Liternum,  without  vifiting  Rome  \ 
ahd  it  was  faid  that,  dying  at  his  country  feat,  it  was  his 
convmand  that  he  fhould  be  buried  at  this  place;  and 
that  a  monument  fhould  be  erefted  there,  that  his  body 
might  no  more  be  brought  to  his  ungrateful  country. 
Liv.  lib.  xxxviii.  cap.  53. 

♦  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xvi..  cap.  44, 

6  honey- 
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koneyfuckle.  On  each  fide  of  the  lake,  re-^ 
mains  may  be  feen  of  antierit  Literrium  ;  and, 
dn  the  fide  next  Naples,  the  land  is  very 
fruitful.  Excellent  water  melons  are.  produced 
here,  in  fummer  ;  and  we  found  the  tacety  the 
ranunculus y  and  a  late,  but  very  high  coloured 
and  ftrong  fcented,  kind  of  violet.  The  fweet 
pea  is  now  in  bloom.  The  water  of  the  lake 
is  troubled,  and  has  a  brackifli  tafte :  but  there 
Is  ia  clelr  and  frefh  fpring,  that  bubbles  up 
under  a  wild  fig  tree,  out  of  the; bed  of  the 
lake. 

On  this  fide  of  the  lake,  we  likewife  findl 
foine  antient  tombs ;  out  of  one  of  which  a 
pillar  of  white  marble  has  lately  been  dug, 
and  fent  to  Averfa.  One  of  them  had  ari 
isirched  entrancJe  j  and  this  may  probably  be  the 
fepulchfe  of  the  great  Scipio :  the"  cavern  in 
which  the  fabulous  dragon  was  fuppofed  tb 
have  been  feen,  ftationed  there  tb  watch  his 
inanes. 

Patria  is  a  long  German  mile  beyond  Cumae. 
The  road  from  theiice  leads  through  Poz- 
jzuoli ;  and  through  the  antient  gate  of  Gumse^ 
which  is  called  Arco  Felice.  From  Patria  there 
is  a  view  over  the  whole  bay  of  Gaeta  j  and 
Fa  the 
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the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Ifchia  heightens 
the  uncommon  charms  of  the  profped:. 

To  the  north  there  is  a  foreft  ;  which  was 
notorious,  in  the  time  of  the  antients,  becaufe 
of  the  robbers  by  which  it  was  infefted.  The 
chiefs  of  thefe  robbers  frequently  pafled  this 
way,  that  they  might  look  at  the  great'Scipio  *. 

The  air  of  Patria  in  fummer  is  very  noxious; 
and  moil  of  the  country  people  live  at  a 
diftance  from  thefe  fields.  The  country  houfe 
of  Scipio,  if  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore, 
might  be  lefs  exJ)ofed  to  the  bad  qualities  of 
the  air:  or  it  might  have  become  injurious 
in  later  times,  when  the  overflowing  of  the 
Clanius^  or  Lagno^  had  mingled  its  waters  with 
the  fea.  However,  we  find  that,  at  leaft  iia 
Virgil's  time,  the  river  often  overflowed  its 
banks. 


Vaciiis  Clafiius  non  aqtius  Acerris  f . 

ViRG.  Geor.  ii.  225* 

And  fuch  a  country  could  Acerra  boafl:, 
Till  Clamus  overflov/'d  th'  unhappy  coaft. 

Dryden,  307. 

*  VaU  Max.ii.  Nr.  2. 

f  The  lake  was  called  Claniusy  and  Clams* 

Various 
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Various  antient  tombs  are  feen  between 
Patria  and  Cumae.  We  moftly  pafled  through 
very  fertile  fields  of  wheat,  or  of  the  fweet 
pea.  High  ehns  were  planted  in  rows  over 
all  of  them ;  and  thefe  trees  w-ere  the  fupport 
of  the  vine.  The  vineyards  impart  the  great- 
eft  charm  to  the  country  of  which  a  country 
can  be  capable.  Among  them  we  likewife 
faw  fig  trees,  that  are  now  in  leaf;  and  the 
peach  and  apricot  in  bloom.  High  ladders 
were  reared  againft  the  elms,  and  the  people 
were  employed  in  trimming  the  vine. 

The  cattle  of  this  country  are  of  a  light 
grey  colour;  as  in  the  States  of  the  Church, 
and  in  Tufcany :  but  they  are  diftinguiihed 
from  the  cattle  of  thefe  countries  by  their  long 
legs.  Neither  have  the  oxen  fuch  prodigious 
horns  as  in  the  Campagna  di  Roma. '  The 
goats  and  Iheep  are  handfome ;  and  I  have  ^ 
fince  feen  other  fheep  ftill  more  handfome,  in 
Lombardy  and  Modena. 

When  I  fee  the  goats  browfing  among  the 
leafy  rocks,  how  frequently  do  I  remember 
the  beautiful  complaint  of  the  countryman  of 
Virgil,  who  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  houfe 
and  field  to  a  foldier ! 

F3  Its 
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lie  tneay  felix  quondam  pecus  !  tie  capella  ! 
Non  ego  vos  pojlhacy  viridi  projeElus  in  antro^ 
Dumofa  pcndere  procul  de  rupe  vtdeho  ! 

ViRG.  Eel.  i.  75, 

Farewell,  my  paftures,  my  paternal  ftock  : 
My  fruitful  fields,  and  my  more  fruitful  flock ! 
No  more,  my  goats,  fliall  I  behold  you  climb 
The  fteepy  cliffs,  or  crop  the  flow'ry  thyme  ! 

Drtde^,  10^. 


LETTER    LXXI. 

Naples,  1 8th  March  I792, 

l\  O  country  can  well  be  richer  than . 
this,  in  antiquities  of  different  kinds.  We 
every  where  difcover  remains  of  the  Greeks, 
which  were  eveii  Honoured  and  admired  by 
their  conquerors,  thofe  ravagers  of  mankind, 
the  Romans.  A  knowledge  of  Grecian  hiftory 
will  often  point  out  traces  of  times  in  which 
Rome,  that  gulph  of  nations,  was  ijnknown^ 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fputh  of  Italy :  confer 
quently  to  the  Greeks-^of  times  in  whicl^ 

Rome 
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Rome,  If  we  date  Its  foundation  from  the  era 
of  Romulus,  was  not  in  exiftence. 

Legends  more  early  have  been  adopted  by- 
poets,  and  received  the  embelliihments  of 
poetry.  Here  the  grand  annals  of  nature  are 
always  open,  but  feldom  read  ;  and  more  fel- 
dom  underftood,  by  the  friend  of  natural 
hiftory.  Subterranean  iires,  at  different  pe- 
riods, h?.ve  fliaken  this  wonderful  theatre, 
which  has  been  fubjeft  to  fo  many  changes. 
The  lofty  cape  of  Pofilipo,  projecting  far  into 
the  fea,  confifts  of  volcanic  matter.  Here  we 
find  mountains  that  have  funk;  and  there 
mountains  that  have  arifen.  Herculaneum, 
one  of  the  moft  antient  Greek  towns  of  Italy, 
was  firft  difcovered  in  the  prefent  century. 
Portici  and  Refina,  ftand  built  over  the  roofs 
of  its  houfes ;  which  lay  obfcured,  ingulphed, 
and  undifcovered,  more  than  feventeen  centu- 
ries :  and  each  of  thefe  places  is  daily  in  dan- 
ger of  being  fhaken  and  ingulphed  like  Her- 
culaneum.  Children  of  a  future  generation 
perhaps  will  rife  up,  and  build  over  their 
ruins,  and  afcend  to  the  third  flory,  over  thofe 
who  now  live  In  the  fecond  :  like  as  Her-* 
culaneum,  the  ground  floor,  was  inhabited  till 
the  firfl  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

F-4  la 
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In  the  fame  year,  the  79th  after  the  birth  o( 
Chrift,  the  antient  town  of  Pompeii  was  in 
like  manner  deftroyed,  Pompeii  was  not 
fituated  immediately  where  the  difcharge  froni 
Mount  Vefuvius  was  the  greateft ;  fo  that  it 
was  overwhelmed  with  an  equally  deftru^ive, 
but  not  an  equally  high,  hill  of  alhes :  though 
high  enough  to  fill  up,  and  cover,  the  ftreet^ 
^nd  houfes  ;  and  to  fuffer  the  towQ  to  remain 
feventeen  hundred  years  unnoticed  beneath 
the  heap.     * 

The  founding  of  Pompeii,  like  that  of  Her-r 
culaneum,  was  afcribed  to  Hercules.  It  feems' 
Jo  have  received  its  name  from  his  triumphant 
j-eturn  with  the  cattle,  which  he  brought,  out 
of  Spain  to  Greece :  aVo  irofjur^^  tow  (6ocov. 
That  account  however  is  the  moft  probable, 
which  tells  us  that  Pompeii,  as  well  as  Ker- 
culaneum,  was  firft  inhabited  by  the  Ofci^ 
then  by  the  Tyrrkeni  and  Pelafgi^  and  after-f 
ward  by  the  Samnites  \  who,  like  other  con-? 
querors,  probably  were  expelled  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Greek 
towns*. 

Like  4S  this  town  had  been  fubjed  to  poli«? 
tic^l   revolutions,   fo    did   it  afford   manifeft 

*?  Cluv.  |taL  Aiit,  ' 
4  tokenji 
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tokens  of  the  revolutions  of  nature  previou$ 
to  that  deftrudive  eruption  of  the  year  79^ 
which  concealed  it  from  the  fight  of  man. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  antients  did  not 
underftand  thofe  tokens,  which  are  fo  indubi- 
table. The  houfes  were  for  the  moft  part  built 
on  a  hill;  which  hill  confifts  of  volcanic 
matter ;  and  the  ftreets,  like  the  Appi^n  way, 
were  paved  with  lava. 

The  fituation  of  Pompeii  is  pleafant.  It  lies 
a  full  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  fea,  and  half 
a  league  from  Cajlell  a  Mare:  the  antient 
Stabler y  which  was  built  under  the  hills  at 
the  fouth  angle  of  the  bay  of  Naples. 

The  fertility  of  the  land,  aided  by  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  affords  the  productions  of 
earth  in  fuperior  beauty  and  rich  profufion,  I 
yefterday  faw  rofe  buds,  beginning  to  bloflbra, 
in  the  court  of  an  antient  villa  near  Pompeii; 
and,  in  the  garden  of  the  villa,  the  double 
gillyflower  ai>d  the  variegated  pea,  lathyrits^ 
are  in  bloom.  Here  and  there,  I  faw  fields 
of  wheat,  beginning  to  ^ar;  and  moft  of  the 
trees,  which  fhed  their  leaves  in  autumn,  have 
not  yet  fhed  them  here.  After  the  manner  of 
the  country,  the  fields  are  planted  with  trees 
find  vines  in  regular  rows. 
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We  met  with  a  broad  bed  of  lava,  between 
Portici  and  Pompeii ;  which^  in  the  year  1767, 
fuddenly  guflied  from  two  hills,  Handing  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  and  ran  intx)  the 
fea.  Similar  eruptions  may  have  contributed 
to  give  new  limits  to  the  fea.  In  fad:,  it  ap- 
pears that  Pompeii  once  lay  immediately  on 
the  fea  fhore.  Livy  relates  that,  in  the  y?ar 
440  after  the  building  of  Rome,  and  330  be- 
fore the  birth,  of  Chrift,  a  Romiih  fquadro.n 
landed  at  Pompeii.  I  grant  that  we  can  form 
no  eftimate  of  the  antient  extent  of  this  town, 
while  only  fo  fmall  a  part  of  it  fhall  be  unco- 
vered :  but,  as  we  do  not  find  in  antient  authors 
Pompeii  defcribed  as  a  very  great  place,  I 
therefore  conjecture  that  the  preffing  forward 
of  the  lava,  and  the  farther  embanking  of  the 
aflies,  may  have  coatraded  th?  boundaries  of 
the  water. 

All  Pofilipo  took  birth,  in  early  ages,  fron> 
the  eruptions  of  this  fiery  mountain;  although 
there  is  no  hiftory  of  the  country  that  men- 
tions any  fuch  event ;  but  its  whole  fubftanc? 
is  volcanic  matter.  -    , 

This  volcanic  mattei:  is  of  very  different 
kinds;  which  muft  be  moft  accurately  ex- 
amined, before  any   true  judgment  can   be 

formedj; 
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formed,  from  vegetation  and  its  progrefs,  of 
the  time  when  the  entrails  of  the  mountain 
were  here  difgorged.     Pure  lava  remains  fo 
very  long  unfruitful  th^t  hundreds,  or  pro- 
bably thoufands   of  years  may  have  paffed 
away;  but  the  drofs  may  much  fooner  moulder 
to  earth,  or  be  mixed  with  the  foil.    Whoever 
would  eftimate  the  different  relations,  between 
the  lava  and  the  Jcoriay  muft  take  into  the  ac- 
count the  different  fubftancea  of  different  lavas; 
and  likewife  the  different  fcoria^  drofs,  and 
afhes*     A  novice  myfelf  in  natural  hiflbry,  I 
know  not  whether  the  fcience  of  the  greateft 
adepts  will  be  fufficient  to  folve  fo  perplexed  a 
problem.    Of  the  reality  of  the  many  kinds  of 
iava,  zxxAJcqria^  my  own  eyes  have  convinced 
me. 

The  eruption  of  the  year  1 767  appears  to  ^ 
have  emitted  much  more  fcoria  than  lava ; 
and  more  afhes  th3.n  fcoria.  The  broad  bed, 
which  it  produced,  already  begins  here  and 
there  to  be  fcattered  with  vegetation.  It  is 
Jcnown  how  much  the  growth  and  decay  of 
grafs  contributes  to  the  growth  of  greater 
plants.  The  tender  ramifications  of  the  roots 
jbind  together  the  materials  round  which  they 

cntwjipej 
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entwine;  and  the  putrefcencc  of  Tittle  plants 
promotes  the  vegetation  of  greater. 

We  alighted  from  our  carriage  at  that  part 
of  the  town  which  was  firft  difcovered ;  and 
here  we  faw  a  large  fquare  place,  the  interior 
of  which  contained  pillars  of  mafly  grandeur, 
and  the  outer  part  confided  of  buildings.  A 
deep  tiled  gutter  defcended  from  the  flat  roofs 
of  the  houfes,  which  were  higher  than  the 
pillars,  and  contributed  to  form  a  covered 
way:  but  thefe  pent-houfes,  as  well  as  the 
roofs  themfelves,  are  overloaded  with  the  afhes 
of  Vefuvius.  The  guttered  pent-houfes  that 
have  been  difcovered  are  large,  ftrong,  and 
handfomely  conftrud:ed.  The  pillars  are  of 
flate-ftone  ;  the  decorations  are  of  the  Doric 
order,  and  covered  below  with  a  deep  red, 
-  and  above  with  a  white,  plaifter.  This  plaifter, 
both  in  colour  and  polifh,  is  aflonifliingly  well 
preferved :  but  it  increafes  that  impreffion  of 
infignificance  which  thefe  pillars  produce  ;  and 
which,  beyond  doubt,  were  the  work  of  the 
Romans. 

This  place,  and  the  houfes  that  enclofe  it, 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  quar-  . 
t^rs  of  xhQ  ^Qmm  foldiers.     Others  maintain 

that 
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that  the  place  was  the  i^^rz//» ;  and  that  tho 
furrouhding  places  were  built  for  (hops. 

Near  this  place  are  the  ruins  of  a  larg« 
theatre ;  which  is  likewife  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  have  been  intended  for  the  Roman  foldiers. 
An  amphitheatre  would  have  rendered  this 
opinion  more  probable :  though  the  amphi-» 
theatres,  which  were  built  by  the  Romans  in 
the  provinces,  were  not  folely  deftined  to 
the  recreation  of  the  foldiers. 

There  is  a  Roman  infcription  on  a  proje<3:-» 
ing  wall  connected  with  the  theatre ;   which 
wall  was  likewife  part  of  a  theatre  of  another 
kind,  that  is  concealed  under  the  hill  of  the 
prefent  unremoved  rubbifh.     It  was  called' an 
Odeum.    I  know  not  whether  any  antiquarian 
have  accurately  defined  the  idea  that  the  an- 
tieats  annexed  to  the  word  Odeum^  which  is 
evidently  derived  from  the  Greek  word  oJJVj : 
an  ode,  ballad,  or  fong.     The  Odea  were  no 
doubt  appropriated  to  mufic:  but  who  can 
fay    that   this    Theatrum    teElum^    or   roofed, 
theatre,   was   an    Odeum f      It    is    probable; 
but    it    is   not  proved :    and    only   probable 
becaufe  the   dramatic  reprefentations  of  the 
antieats  were  exhibited  in  open  theatres. 
The  Roman  magiftrates,  according. to  the 

cuftom 
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cuftom  of  this  people^  bargained  with  a  cod* 
trador,  a  clafs  of  men  whom  they  called  rd^ 
dcmptores^  for  the  building  of  this  theatre :  as 
the  infcription  teftifics* 

C.  QVINCTiVS.  C*  F.  VALG, 
M.  PORCIVS.  M.  F. 

DVO.  VIR.  DEC.  DECK. 

THE ATRVM.  TECT VM.* 
FAC.  LOG.  EID£MQ.  PROB. 

(Cajus  ^hiSUuij  Ceji  Jilius  Valgius^  Marcus  P&fritiSi 
Marci  JiliuSy  Duoviri  decuriones  (ox  decurionum)  decre* 
verunt  Theatrum  teBunty  facer e  loc&runty  eidemque  pra^ 
Mrunt.) 

There  ftill  are  confiderable  femains  of  a 
temple  of  Ids*  It  is  known  that  the  Egyptiarl 
idolatries^  and  particularly  the  myfteries  of 
Ifis,  were  frequently  jixingled  with  thofe  of  the 
Romans,  frequently  perfecuted,  and  frequently 
endured.  Wine  coagulated,  bread,  and  pre- 
pared flefli,  were  found  in  a  fuppofed  chamber* 
of  the  priefts. 

Beyond  all  other  buildings,  for*  its  high  an- 
tiquity, which  have  been  difcovered  under  the 
Yubbifh  of  Pompeii,  are  the  ruins  of  a  temple : 
the  large  Doric  pillars  of  which,  and  their 
chapiters,  denote  the  very  early  time  of  Greek 

art} 
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art ;  when,  in  half  rude  fimplicity  and  yet 
unformed,  it  was  full  of  grandeur  and  ftrength  j 
and,  in  the  true  Doric  fpirit,  difdained  all 
ornament,  as  offenfive.  This  fame  fpirit 
breathes  in  the  Doric  dialed  of  Pindar  and 
Theocritus  ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  antients,  it  likewife  breathed  i» 
the  Doric  mufic. 

This  part  of  the  town  was  terraced  on  un- 
equal ground;  for  which  reafon,  in  fome 
houfes,  you  go  from  the  ground  floor  oi^ 
one  fide,  without  defcending  a  ftair  cafe,  into 
the  third  ftory  of  the  oppofite  fide. 

The  hill,  againft  wl^ich  the  buildings  of  the 
town  leaned,  is  of  volcanic  matter,  and  con- 
tains yt^^riiz  ;  among  which  fmall  ftones,  of  the 
fize  of  a  pea,  are  fo\^nd,  but  which  are  not  all 
fmoQth  ^nd  fpherical,  ibme  of  them  feeming 
to  have  been  cut,  by  art,  into  four-and-twenty 
equal  feces.  Time,  and  the  matter  of  which 
they  are  compcdfed,  have  produced  thi^cryftal^ 
lization.  I  own  I  fufpedied  this  to  be  a  decep- 
tion ;  till,  by  fearching  among  the  drofs,  which 
lies  on  the  little  hill,  I  difcovered  fimilar 
Hones. 

All  the  houfes  have  a  fmall  court,  round 
which  the  chambers  are  built  j  and  all  thefe 
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chambers  are  fmall,  aitid  low.  Some  muft  haVdf 
b^en  rather  dark ;  others  have  many  windows^ 
We  found  no  chimney  place  in  any  one  of 
them :  the  fmoke  of  the  kitchen  afcended 
thtoiigh  a  fmall  aperture, .  ^nd  the  kitchens 
were  narrow  and  dark.  The  vapour  bath  was 
generally  next  to  the  kitchen.  The  rodms 
for  the  flaves  were  below,  near  the  kitcheri,- 
fmall,  and  dark;  as  might  well  have  been 
filppofed,  from  the  fev^re  mahndr  in  which 
the  flaves  were  treated.  The  doors  likewife, 
in  the  upper  apartments,  Were  generally  fo  low 
that  you  muft  bend  to  pafs  under  them. 

The  inhabitants  here  muft  have  had  time  to 
lave  themfelves  and  their  furniture,  though 
not  in  Herculaneum  ;  becaufe  this  town  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  deftrudtion  of  the  moun- 
tain, at  the  foot  of  which  it  ftood,  before  it 
was  buried  under  the  lava*  The  fewbon^s 
and  fkulls,  that  have  been  found  in  Pompeii, 
may  be  thofe  of  perfons  who  were  too  reluc- 
tant in  their  flight :  the  bodies  of  prifoners, 
chained  to  one  another,  have  likewife  been 
difcovered.  Time  has  thickened  the  alhes, 
and  condenfed  them  to  a  folid  body ;  and  int 
feme  of  thefe  confolidated  afhes  we  were 
fiiewh  deep  footfteps. 

The 
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The.  chamber,  intencjed  for  the  cold  bath, 
had  four  niches :  the  roof  was  in  the  form  of 
a  cone,  and  had  an  opening  in  the  centre; 
which  probably  was  intended,  as  dill  may  be 
feen  in  baths  for  the  Tick,  to  fcatter  water  in 
lireams  over  difeafed  limbs. , 

In  another  bath,  a  great  number  of  little 
pitchers  of  falve  were  found,  hanging  to  nails. 

In  a  vapour  bath,  we  faw  an  ornamental 
half-round  niche,  vaulted  in  the  form  of  an 
open  fhell.  Sufficient  room  Was  left,  between 
the  niche  and  the  wall,  to  fuffeV  the  warm 
Surrounding  air  to  come  to  the  back  of  the 
niche,  and  perform  its  office. 

We  went  from  this  part  of  the  town  to  an- 
other, which  was  at  fome  diftance  ;  paffing 
among  vineyards  and  over  ftreets,  the  rubbifh 
of  which  had  not  yet  been  cleared  away. 
The  King  only  fuffers  that  part  of  the  ground 
that  belongs  to  him  to  be  cleared.  The  ex- 
pence  of  purchafmg  the  'lands,  under  which 
the  antient  town  is  buried,  and  of  the  fields, 
upon  which  the  rubbifh  that  is  carried  away 
mufi:  be  heaped,  deterred  him  from  purfuing 
the  undertaking  with  greater  ardour  becaufe, 
of  the  extravagant  demands  of  their  owners. 

Vol.  III.  G  Seventy- 
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Seventy-five  labourers  are  daily  employed  by 
him  at  this  work. 

We  came  to  two  ftreets  the  houfes  of  which, 
the  roofs  excepted,  were  for  the  greateft  part 
prefer ved.  The  ftreets  were  only  fix  paces 
wide  ;  and,  in  the  hard  pavement  of  lava,  you 
perceive  the  deep  ruts  of  wheels.  A  large 
houfe,  that  was  open  in  the  front,  and  before 
the  centre  6f  which  there  was  a  high  pedeftal, 
v^here  probably  the  ftatue  of  an  Emperor 
ftood,  was,  as  it  is  conjedlured,  a  cuftom 
houfe.  Another  hotife  appears  as  if  it  had 
been  a  foap  manufaftory.  This  conjecture  is 
made  from  the  large  deep  kind  of  vats,  which 
were  cut  in  ftone;  and  from  the  chalk,  which 
we  faw  lying  in  heaps. 

The  floors  of  feveral  houfes  were  inlaid 
with  Mofaic  work  :  the  walls  were  painted, 
and  generally  with  vivid  colours ;  with  high 
red,  feldom  with  green,  frequently  with  a 
dark  yellow,  but  moft  often  with  a  kind  of 
blue  that  refembles  the  Pruflian  blue. 

On  thefe  floors  fmalt  paintings  are  feen  j 
which,  as  foon  as  they  are  fprinkled  with 
water,  recover  their  original  vivacity,  as  if 
juft  traced  by  the  pencil :  but  this  continues 

only 
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bnly  a  ^ew  minutes.  Without  the  aid  of  wa- 
ter, they  are  of  a  dead  colour.  Some  of  the 
landfcapcs  are  excellently  touched ;  and  gar- 
lands of  flowers  ferpentine  with  a  free  and 
tender  air.  Architectural  (ketches  demonftrate 
that  the  rules  of  perfpedive  were  not  fo  en- 
tirely unknown,  to  the  antients,  as  is  generally 
believed.  Figures  of  men  and  cattle  are,  in 
part,  very  beautiful  j  and  others,  fufpended  in 
the  air,  are  lovely  and  full  of  grace. 

Thofe,  who  fliould  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the 
arts,  among  the  antients^  from  the  pidures 
found  on  thefe  walls,  would  draw  very  wrong 
conclufions*  How  falfe  would  that  eftimate 
be,  of  the  modern  art  of  painting,  which 
fhould  be  made  from  the  pidures  found  in  the 
houfes  of  a  country  town  !  What  would  fol- 
low, were  fuch  an  eftimate  to  be  formed  from 
the  paintings  in  frefco  ;  which  we  meet  with 
in  the  houfes,  chapels,  and  churches  of  all  the 
towns  of  Italy  j  inftead  of  examining  the^  dig- 
nity and  worth  of  the  immortal  matters,  whofe 
works  are  in  Genoa,  Parma,  Bologna,  Flo- 
tence^  and  Rome  ? 

The  works  of  Zeuxis,  Apelles,  and  Pro- 
togenes,  are  entirely  loft,  Thefe  and  others 
^ould  be  no  lefs  ineflimable  than  the  works 
Ga  of 
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of  the  great  fculptors,  Phidias,  Praxiteles,  and 
Lyfippus  :  though  it  is  prohable  that  no  work 
of  theirs  is  now  to  be  found.  The  labours 
of  fculptors  of  an  inferior  order,  among  the 
antients,  have  never  yet  been  equalled  by  our 
mofh  famous  artifts. 

The  truth  is  that  the  honour  of  .the  mo- 
dern chiflel  has  never  equalled  the  fame  of 
the  modern  pencil;  but  has  remained  at  a  mor- 
tifying diftance. 

Thefe  trifling  pidures  however  are  fomc 
proof,  in  favour  of  the  art  of  painting  among 
the  antients.  It  is  not  unjuft  to  judge. of 
great  things  by  fmalL  If  the  works  of  the 
daubers  of  a  country  town,  which  had  long 
been  rather  Roman  than  Grecian,  could  attain 
io  much  ex.preffion,and  fo  many  graces,  what 
was  the  exalted  degree  of  beauty,  which  had 
been  attained  by  the  early  matters  of  a  fa- 
vourite art;  whofe  works  were  the  admiration 
of  Corinth,  Sicyon,  Athens,  Tarentum,  Syra- 
cufc,  and  Agrigentum! 

That  thefe  paintings  were  really  of  the  Ro- 
man times  the  frequent  reprefentaticns  of  gla- 
diators fufficiently  prove.  Who  is  ignorant 
that  the  iron  genius  of  Rome  rather  terrified 
Uian  invited  the  tender  Mufes,  and  their  fa- 
vourite 
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vourite  produ£lions  ?  Thus  fled  the  aflfnghted 
Galatea,  from  the  rude  cargfTes  of  the  favage 
Polyphemus, 

People  here  aflert  that  an  amphitheatre  was 
difcovered  at  this  place  in  the  lad  King's  reign, 
and  again  covered  up  ;  which  was  larger  than 
the  Flavian  amphitheatre,  or  ColoflTeum,  of 
Rome.  The  Flavian  amphitheatre  was  the 
greateft  public  building  which,  till  that  time, 
had  ever  been  erefked  by  Rome,  It  was  be- 
gun by  Vefpafian,  continued  by  Titus,  and 
completed  by  Domitian.  Yet  this  town  of 
Pompeii,  which  was  deftroyed  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  reign  of  Titus,  was  pofTefled  of  a  larger 
amphitheatre  than  the  Flavian!  An  abfurdity 
like  this  is  undeferving  of  farther  remark. 

I  liften  with  aftonifhment,  when  I  am  told 
that  an  antient  infcription,  which  was  difco- 
vered in  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  proves 
that  this  amphitheatre  was  built  in  the  time 
of  Vefpafian  :  however  the  amphitheatre  at 
Capua  was  not  fo  large  as  the  Colofleum  ; 
nor  was  Pompeii  fo  confiderable*  a  city  as 
Capua. 

All  the  infcriptions  that  I  have  feen  in  Pom- 
peii are  Latin :  in  Naples,  the  manners  and 
G  3  the  ^ 
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the  language  of  Greece  long  after  this  con* 
tinued  to  prevaiU 

He  muft  have  been  a  good  man  who  caufed 
the  word  Salvc^  You  are  weltorae,  to  be  in- 
fcribed  iij  n^ofaic  work  over  his  door.  We 
found  it  at  the  entrances  of  two  houfes* 

Swinburne  read  an  infcription,  in  which  a 
woman  offers  her  houfe  to  hire  for  fliameful 
purpofes  }  who  refers  for  her  character  to  the 
^dile,  a  principal  officer  among  the  magif-'- 
trates  of  Rome. 

An  objed  is  here  very  frequently  met  with, 
which  decency  does  not  permit  me  to  name. 
Thofe,  who  blindly  defend  the  antients,  n^ay 
affirm  that  thefe  reprefentations  were  mingled 
with  the  religious  ideas  of  the  people  ;  pf  thi$. 
I  am  not  ignorant. 

The  inhuman  fpedacle  of  the  gladiators 
was  likewife  intei:ided  to  ihew  their  refpe<ft 
for  the  dead,  and  to  honour  their  gods.  Falfe 
religion  is  devifed  in  conformity  to  the  paC- 
iions  of  men :  it  therefore  flatters  thefe  paf-i 
fions,  Citing  the  exa^mple  of  their  Gpds  and 
Goddefles,  what  was  the  fpecies  of  cruelty 
which  the  Greeks  and  Romans"  might  not 
palliate  ?    Purity  of  beart^^  l)enevolence,  and 

love, 
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love,  were  the  confeqtiences  of  that  true  reli- 
gion by  which  they  were  taught.  We  found 
a  tricUniumy  in  a  houfe,  which  was  cut  out  of 
ftone.  Triclinium  was  the  name  that  the  an- 
tients  gave  to  their  three-fided  couches  ;  on 
which  three  perfons  might  recline  and  eat  at 
a  low  table.  They  were  covered  with  cufhions. 
The  triclinium  we  faw  had  fomething  like  the 
following  figure. 


At  one  end  of  the  town,  we  faw  tombs ; 
before  fome  of  which  exedra^  of  ftone,  ftood  : 
which  was  the  name  of  half  circular  feats,  that 
would  contain  eight,  ten,  or  more  people. 
The  antients  were  very  fond  of  them :  they 
likewife  called  them  fcholce^  when  they  were 
intended  for  philofophical  difputes,  or  rheto- 
rical exercifes.  In  fa£t,  they  are  exceedingly 
convenient  for  the  free  converfation  of  a  com- 
pany of  people  J  becaufe,  from  their  circular 
form,  they  might  each  fee  the  countenances 
of  the  whole.  Who  is  not  delighted  with  the 
animation  that  enlivens  the  phyfiognomy  of 
G4  t  the 
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the  perfon  fpeaking,  the  playful  changes  which 
the  features  afTu me,  and  the  full  and  feeling 
expreflion  of  the  eye  :  efpecially  among  the 
fouthern  nations,  the  countenances  and  eyes 
of  whom  arc  fo  full  of  life  ?  And  how  much 
is  loft,  when  thefe  are  not  feen  ! 

The  following  infcription  was  on  the  arm 
of  an  exedra  of  this  kind. 

MAMMIAE  P.  F.  SACERDOTI.  PVPLICAE  LOCVS 

SEPVLTVR. 
DATVS  DECVRIONViM.  DECRETO. 

"  This  fepulchre  Is  ereded,  by  the  decree  of 
the  Decuriones^  to  the  memory  of  Mammia, 
daughter  of  Publius,  who  was  a  prieftefs." 

The  tomb  of  this  prieftefs  was  feparated 
from  the  exedra  by  a  little  court ;  and,  facing 
the  fepulchre,  hollow  terrific  mafks  of  baked 
earth  were  placed  ;  which  were  intended  to 
ferve  as  lamps,  and  the  flaming  mouths  and 
eyes  of  which,  by  night,  muft  have  had  a  fear- 
ful look. 

Might  not  their  probable  intention  have 
been  to  avert  by  terror  the  intrufion  of  curi- 
ofity,  or  the  avarice  of  the  robber  ? 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  there  la 
fi  country  houfe,  the  whole  plan  of  which  is 

not 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  89 

not  vifible.  It  appears  to  have  belonged  to 
fome  man  of  note ;  we  flattered  ourfelves  witl> 
the  pleafing  idea  that  this  was  the  villa  which 
Cicero  had  at  Pompeii :  his  Pompeianum. 

This  country  feat,  like  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  inclofed  a  court ;  the  portico  of  which 
had  an  angular  roof,  that  connefted  it  with 
the  flat  roofs  of  the  whole  building;  by  which 
they  together  formed  a  covered  way.  Tbefe 
pillars  were  likewife  covered  with  white 
piaifter  above,  and  with  red  below.  We  met 
with  lovely  little  piftures  in  the  chambers,  in: 
the  tafte  of  thofe  that  I  have  deifcribed.  There 
was  a  very  pleafant  figure,  in  a  private  cham-^ 
ber,  of  a  woman  with  the  prow  of  a  fhip  in 
her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  her  left.* 
The  cornucopia  no  doubt  fignilied  the  prolific 
power  of  the  country :  but  what  the  meaning 
of  the  prow  of  the  fliip  was  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  difcover.  The  image  of  Stercutins'^ ^  the 
God  of  manure,  for  even  manure  had  its  God, 
could  certainly  not  have  been  fo  lovely. 

Some  of  the  apartments  were  confiderably 
large;  at  leafl:  when  cpnipared  to  the  fmall 
chambers  of  the  houfes  in  the  town.  The 
habitation  of  the  Villicus^  or  fteward,  was  near 

*  liikewife  galled  SurcuUus  and  Stercutus. 

the 
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the  houfe  of  the  mafter.  In  this  houfe  Swin- 
burne, a  traveller  of  credibility  and  obferva-- 
tion,  found  fome  glafs  in  a  window*. 

The  long  contefted  queftion,  whether  the 
life  of  glafs  windows  were  or  were  not  known 
to  the  antients,  h^s  been  decided  in  their  fa- 
vour* 

This  houfe  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill^ 
Itnd  has  three  ftories,  on  the  fide  toward  the 
garden,  built  over  the  kitchen,  and  the  apper- 
taining apartments :  you  ftcp  into  the  court 
from  the  fecond  ftory. 

The  garden  is  not  large ;  and  in  this  fmall 
place  there  was  a  little  fquare  pond,  in  the 
middle  of  which  a  fountain  rofe^  There  waa 
likewife  a  garden  houfe,  the  pillars  of  which 
are  ftill  ftanding.  After  a  lapfe  of  feventeen 
hundred  years,  this  garden  once  again  is  culti- 
vated. W^  found  many  double  giUiflowcrs  ia 
it,  and  peach  trees  in  bloom. 

There  is  a  perfon  that  lives  in  the  houfe  of 
the  VilHcusy  who  is  pohftbly  an  ovQrfeer  of  the 
workmen, 

*  Swinburne*s  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  vol.  iii, 
p.  155.  The  words  of  Swinburne  are— "In  the  window 
ef  a  bedchamber^  fomo  p;inc$  of  glafe  ar^  ftill  rcmairtf* 
ing/'    T, 

Undep 
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UriiJer  thr^e  fid^  pf  the  garden  wall,  « 
handfome  broad  cellar  runs ;  in  which  ^re  {^^ 
veral  large  ampbgr^y  or  earthen  veflels.  Nine 
bQdie$  were  found  in  this  cellar. 

It  18  probable  that  men,  in  the  confufioa 
and  anguifti  of  their  minds,  ran  here  to  pro^ 
teiSt  themfelves  when  the  (hower  of  hot  afbet 
began. 

'Die  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  houfci 
who  had  a  purfe  of  money  in  bis  hand. 

Were   we  but  acquainted   with  the  con* 
dition  of  the  owner  of  this  villa,  we  might 
jhen   better  compare   the  manner   of  living 
among  the  antients,  with  our  own,  than  wc 
poflibiy  can  as  it  is.     Moft  of  the  hpufes,  ia 
the  two  ftreets  of  the  town,  that  have  been 
uncovered,  appear  to  have  belonged  to  arti* 
fans :    as  fych,  th^y  are  not  bad.      In  one 
houfe,  feveral  books  arvi  furgieal  inftruments 
were  found.     It  belonged  no  doubt  to  a  phy- 
fician,  and  is  better  built  than  the  others.  Still 
however  it  appears  that  the  houfes  of  the  an- 
tients  poffefled  fewer  conveniences  than  thofc 
of  the  moderns,     I  afcribe  this  diflference  to 
the  mildnefs  of  the  climate  of  the  fouth  ;  and 
tp  tb?  manner  of  living  anjong  the  Greeks 
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and  Romans,  who  never  faw  company  except 
at  their  meals. 

The  mind  is  imprefled  with  very  peculiar 
feelings,  on  wandering  through  thefe  dwel- 
lings of  times  of  yore.  The  recolledtion  of 
their  antiquity,  and  of  the  fearful  accidents  of 
nature  by  which  three  towns  were  deftroyed, 
aflbciates  itfelf  with  the  fliades  of  feventeen 
centuries :  fhades  which,  over  the  buried  ha- 
bitations of  their  forefathers,  wander  for  a 
moment  and  then  vanifh, 

2wa5  ova^  av^^coTToi '  axx'  orav  aiy>^ 
AafiTT^ov  sTrert  ^syyog  av^§uVf 

PiND.  Pyth.  viii.  ^p.  5, 

Child  of  a  day  !  What  art  thou,  man  ? 
A  dream  of  Ihadows ;  nothing  more  : 
TJnlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  ray 
That  gives  thee  hght,  and  gives  thee  lif^ 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXII. 

Naples,  19th  March  1792. 

JN  OT  onl/  nature  but  the  works  of 
tnen,  in  tiiefe  countries,  prefent  us  with  enig- 
mas ;  which  neither  the  knowledge  of  anti- 
quity can  folve,  nor  penetration  difcover,  to 
the  fatisfadtion  of  the  underftanding.  We  do 
not  only  afk,  When  did  the  Pofilipo  rife  up  ? 
From  what  eruption  ?  And  out  of  what  vol- 
cano ?  Where  is  the  burning  mountain,  the 
entrails  of  which  produced  this  lofty  cape  ? 
We  likewife  demand  what  hand  of  man  was 
It  that  cut  through  thefe  materials,  after  they 
had  become  as  hard  as  ftone,  for  the  fpace  of 
nine  hundred  and  fixty  paces  ?  To  what  end  ? 
In  what  age  ? 

Through  the  hill  of  tufa  ftone,  which  lies 
on  the  north  of  Naples,  was  this  prodigious 
paflage  cut !  A  paflage  which,  under  the  name 
of  the  catacombs,  was  indeed  lefs  cekbrated 
than  the  catacombs  of  Rome  :  though,  I^am 
well  aflured,  for  I  iiave  not  feen  the  latter, 
that,  by  their  height  and  their  relative  labour, 
for  they  are  not  walled  but  cut  in  the  ftone, 

they 
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they  are  more  remarkable  than  thofe  of  koitid^ 
notwithftanding  that  they  are  not  fo  great  in 
their  Gircumference.  The  enigma  concerning 
thefe  catacombs  would  not  have  been  equally 
difficult,  had  thofe  who  made  the  inquiry 
been  pleafed  to  prefer  the  probable  to  the  mira- 
culous: or  reafonable  conjecture  fo  abfurd 
hypothefis. 

One  fable  clings  to  another ;  like  the  bata 
of  Homer^that,  in  long  rows,  hang  one  by  the 
ether  from  the  rocks,  and,  as  foon  as  one  quit* 
his  hold,  the  reft  all  fly,  hiffing,  into  their 

holes. 

A  niifconception  of  a  paflTage  of  this  great . 
poet,  and  the  pafTage  which  perhaps  would, 
leaft  lead  to  mifconception,  gave  rife  to  the' 
fable  jof  the  caverns  inhabited  by  the  Cimmerii^ 
Homer  tells  us  that  the  empire^  of  Death,  and 
the  cells  of  the  Cimmerii,  were  at  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  the  deep  ftreaming  ocean. 

'H  (i.e,  vaug)  J'lj  Tret^a^  have  ^a^uppoa  aJuanoLO* 
'Ev^ct  h  KififAEptav  ctvJf  ojv  ^rifjiog  te,  7ro>.i;  T£,  - 
*Hef  I  Hat  vs  (ptM  )iiJtct\t/fji,fjf.evoi '  ouh  ttot*  ayrag 

^Oi/J"'  oTTOT  av  Ttix^<Ti  TT^og  ou^avof  afegoevtay 

*Ax>C  iTTi  wi  o^oT|  tst«t«<  hi\om  ^f  otckti. 

Qdyff.  b-xi.  I3# 

Whea 
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When  lo !  we  reached  old  ocean's  utmoft  bounds, 
Where    rocks   controul  his    waves   with    ever   during 

mounds. 
There  in  a  lonely  land,  and  gloomy  cells. 
The  dulky  nation  of  Cimmeria  dwells  \ 
The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feat9> 
When  radiant  he  advances^  or  retreats  ; 
Unhappy  race  !  whom  cudlefs  night  invades. 
Clouds  the  dull  air,  and  wraps  them  round  in  (hades* 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xi.  v.  13, 

AVell,  the  end  of  this  deep  ftreaming  ocean 
was  difcovered  !  And  where  ?  In  the  little 
Lucrine  lake.!  And  becaufe  the  fun  was  feen 
to  rife  and  fet  over  its  infignificant  waters,  like 
as  it  did  over  thofe  of  the  fea,  the  Cimmerians 
Jived  concealed  in  gloomy  cells,  where 

The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats, 
When  radiant  he  advances  or  retreats ! 

A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ephorus  either  in- 
vented the  tale,  maintained  it,  or  related  it 
fuch  as  it  had  been  told  to  him  j  and  after 
him,  it  was  repeated  by  Strabo  ;  and  thence- 
forward we  hear  of  nothing  but  the  fubter-* 
ranean  CImmerii :  fo  that  wherever  a  cave  was 
difcovered,  there  traces  of  the  groping  CIm- 
merii were  fought.  All  this  happened  be- 
caufe it  was  not  perceived  with  what  fagacity 
6  Homer 
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Horrier  concealed  the  dread  horrors  of  hi^ 
fcene,  in  the  clouded  fables  of  midnight  dark^ 
nefs.  Oh  !  how  long  have  the  fpedtacled  com- 
mentators of  the  dignified  blind  poet  inge- 
nioufly  groped  after  his  meaning! 

Foolifli  however  as  this  tale  is,  according  to 
which  the  Cimmerii  inhabited  the  catacombs 
of  Naples,  that  opinion  is  ftill  more  abfurd 
tvhich  afcribes  thefe  catacombs,  as  well  as 
thofe  at  Rome,  to  the  primitive  Chriftians* 
That  they  fhould  aflemble  in  fubterraneai> 
places  like  thefe  to  worfhip  their  God,  during 
the  tiines  of  perfecution  under  the  Heathen 
Emperors,  is  fufficiently  probable.  Some  altars 
and  pidlures  appear  to  prove  this  opinion. 
But  that,  in  the  very  times  of  perfecution,  they 
fiiould  be  able,  fecretly,  to  aifemble  and  per- 
form labours  fo  prodigious  as  thefe  is  of  all 
abfurd  conjedur^s  the  moft  abfurd. 

It  is  likewife  probable  that  many  martyrs 
were  buried  here  :  for  your  eye  convinces 
you  that  the  catacombs  were  public  burial 
places.  To  this  we  may  add  it  is  poflible  that, 
when,  at  length,  the  Chriftians  ceafed  from 
being  perfecuted,  they  occafionally  aflembled 
here  to  perform  their  rites,  in  memory  of  thefe 
Martyrs  ;  and  that  the  altars  an4  pidures  are 

of 
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of  later  agefe  than  thofe  of  the  Pagan  perfecu- 
tion. 

The  catacombs  of  this  place  confift  of  three 
fubterranean  vaultings,  one  over  the  other : 
the  undermoft  is  falling  to  decay.  Tjie  two 
uppermoft  have  likewife,  in  fome  and  perhaps 
in  many  places,  been  injured  by  time.  It  is 
maintained  that  thefe  palTages,  which  branch 
themfelves  out  in  many  dire<Slions,  lead  to  fe- 
veral  places  ;  to  Capua,  Benevento,  Pozzupli, 
and  Pofilipo.  On  both  fides  of  the  vaults 
there  are  cavities,  cut  over  one  another,  each 
of  which  might  contain  a  body.  Skulls  and 
bones^  have  been  found  in  great  numbers. 
Many  of  them  arc  of  very  late  times;  nay  fome 
are  the  confequence  of  the  laft  plague,  with 
which  the  city  of  Naples  was  vifited  thirty 
years  ago.  The  body  of  a  man,  who  was  a 
keeper  of  the  catacombs  at  that  time,  has  been 
entirely  preferved  ;  and  this  gaveoccafion  to  a 
modern  traveller,  who,  with  the  love  of  truth 
and  information,  vifited  thefe  places,,  to  ima- 
gine, at  the  fight  of  this  body,  that  travellers 
have  frequently  been  plundered  and  mur- 
dered in  the  catacombs  :  a  fuppofition  which 
was  entirely  grdundlefs. 

The  opinion  that  this  work  was  firft  under- 
Vol,  III.  H  taken 
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taken  in  order  to  procure  ftones,  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  ciiy,  appears  to  me  probable.     It 
may  very  well  have  happened  that,  in  latter 
times,  the  bodies  of  the  people,  or  perhaps  of 
their  flaves,  were  interred  here.     After  the 
paflages  had  once  been  cut,  it  coft  but  little 
trouble  to  cut  graves,  on  both   fides,  in  the 
ftone.    The  catacombs  of  Rome  are  not  cut  in- 
the  rock ;  but  fand  has  beep  dug  from  them, 
mbced  with  volcanic  afhes ;  which  are  found 
at  Rome  in  great  quantities. .    Thefe  the  Ro- 
mans mixed  with  their   lime  ;  and   by  this 
means  produced  an   excellent   mortar..     The 
mixture  of  volcanic  afhes  with  fand  is  at  pre- 
fent  called  po%%olana ;  becaufe  fuch  mixtures- 
are  found  in  great  quantities  at  ^  Po^zuoli,  aftd 
thefe  of  all  others  are  the  beft. 

The  darknefs  of  the  catacombs,  the  clofe- 
nefs  of  the  humid  air,  and  the  dead  men's, 
bones,  which  the  fpedator  difcovers  by  the 
glimmering  light  of  the  torch,  add  terror  to 
terror. 

The  road  to  ^eath  has  always  a  terrifying^ 
afpe£t ;  and  the  ruins  of  tliefe  fepulchral  holes^ 
for  the  bodies  of  men,  are  additionally  terrific. 

Whenever  the  poets  of  the  antients,  even 
in  their  mod  jocund  moments,  recolledl  the  , 

darknefs 
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darknefs  of  the  grave,  they  fhudder  at  the 
thought.  The  rofy  goblet^  and  the  melody  of 
the  harmonious  lyre,  are  no  guard  againft  this 
eviL  In  vain  did  the  Epicurean  endeavour 
to  banifh  the  thoughts  of  death  !  Nature  was 
true  to  her  own  emotions.  You  cannot,  like 
Alexander,  with  Bucephalus,  fo  place  her 
that  her  fhadow  may  not  be  perceptible.  More 
audacious  and  proud  than  the  fcholars  of  Epi- 
curus, the  Stoics  fpurned  at  and  banifhed 
nature  ;  but  could  not  efcape  being  trampled 
on  and  fpurned  in  return. 

"  But  the  people  which  fat  in  darknefs  faw 
"  great  light  ;'and  to  them  that  dwell  in  the 
"  region  and.  fhadow  of  Death  light  is  fprung 
«upV' 

The  lamp  of  godlike  hope,"  though  under  a 
cloud,  burnt  from  generation  to  generation  ; 
fed  with  the  oil  of  Heaven. 

k  "  But  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  was  at 
hand/'  The  wifdom  and  the  love  of  God, 
concealed, in  the  form  of  man,  appeared  vifibly 
on  earth  ;  it  then  defcended  to  the  grave,  an4 
afterward  rofe  vidlorious,  and  enlightened  and 
cheered  the   nations  !     Before  this  light,  the 

^Matt.  iv.  16. 
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fhadbws  of  the  valley  of  Death,  and  all  its 
phantoms,  vaniftied  ! 

Tender  vh^gins,  dauntlefs,  met  the  terrors 
of  death,  in  its  mod  tremendous  forms,  with 
fmiles  aad  fongs  of  thankfgiving  1  And,  feven- 
teen  centuries  having  pafled  away,  the  facred^ 
.poet  thus  fang : 

Schweig  dcnn  du  o  thrline  die  in  wehmuth  trojt  iveincty 
Mach  das  herz  nicht  weich  !  trojle  nicht  mehr  ! 
IJl  am  ziel  denn  nicht  vollendung  ? 
Nicht  tm  thale  des  todes  wonnegejang  ? 

Klqpst.  MefT.  xx.get 

Ccafc  then  the  tears  that  comfort,  yet  zSa(X  \ 
tEpfeeble  not  thy  heart !  complain  no  more  \ 
Will  not  thy  mortal  forrows  quickly  ceafe^ 
And  fongs  immortal  cheer  the  vale  of  death  ? 


I 


LETTER    I.XXIII. 

Naples,  2 2d  March  i/g/. 

HAVE  vifited  the  Royal  Mufeum, 
which  is  at  Portici :  but  do  not  exped  from 

xne 
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me  an*  account  of  all  its  curiofities ;  much  lefs 
an  accurate  defcription  of  fo  many  objeils 
that  are  worthy  the  notice  of  a  lover  of  anti- 
quity. To  fuch  a  perfon,  no  mufeum  in  Eu- 
rope is  more  interefting  than  this.  The  Mu- 
feum-Clementinum-Pium  contains  works  of 
art  that  are  much  more  perfect :  but  fimilar 
rarities  are  to  be  found  in  the  individual  col- 
leftions  of  the  principal  Romans* 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  love  of  the  arts 
is  not  inimical  to  the  love  of  antiquity.  From 
the  writings  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
we  become  acquainted  with  their  manner  of 
thinking,  and  of  feeling  ;  with  their  morals, 
and  cuftoms  ;  yet  we  frequently  find  a  want 
of  the  vifible  infpedion  of  thefe  cuftoms* 
And,  as  there  is  nothing  among  men  which 
is  not  related  to  the  things  around  them,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  manners  and  cuf- 
toms alternately  elucidate  each  other ;  and  that 
a  view  of  the  houfehold  furniture  of  the  an- 
tients  will  render  many  paflages  in  their 
writers  intelligible.  Thus  the  great  collettion 
of  lamps,  which  were  difcovered  after  being 
buried  in  ,  rubbifli  feventeen  centuries,  will 
fhew  .the  manner  in  which  the  antients  lighted 
their  houfes. 

H  3  Thofe 
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Thofe,  who  accufe  obfervations,  l^vrhich 
they  do  not  find  interefting  to  themfelves,  of 
being  barren,  do  but  prove  the  barrennefs  of 
their  own  underftanding ;  which  cannot  dif- 
cover  the  connexion,  and  aflbciation,  of  ob-^ 
jedts  with  each  other. 

This  great  Mufeum  contains  nothing  but 
the  articles  that  have  been  found  in  the  three 
towns  of  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia. 

In  the  court  of  the  caftle  of  Portici  there 
are  two  equeftrian  ftatues:  one  of  Marcus 
Balbus,  the  Roman  Proconful  and  Procurator 
in  Herculaneum  j  and  the  other  of  his  fon. 
The  ftatues  are  beautiful ;  and  the  horfes,  like 
moft  of  the  horfes  of  antient  art,  though  not 
blamelefs,  are  full  of  life.  They  are  of  white 
marble,  and  I  believe  are  unique  in  their  kind  : 
at  leaft,  all  the  antient  ftatues  of  horfes  before 
them,  that  I  have  feen,  were  of  bronze.  It  h 
faid  that  the  fentinels  ufed  to  require  every 
man,  as  he  pafled  thefe  horfes,  to  take  off  his 
hat.  Thefe  ftatues  were  a  decoration  to  the 
theatre  in  Herculaneum. 

In  the  court  of  the  Mufeum  there  is  a  horfe 
of  bronze,,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  more 
beautiful  than  thofe  of  marble.  It  is  of  the 
fize  of  life  ;  and  is  the  only  one  preferved  of 

^  chariot 
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a  chariot  and  four,  that  flood  over  the 
theatre. 

Two  large  pillars,  written  over  with  the 
names  of  Greek  places,  ftood  in  the  town  of 
Herculaneum  :  their  purpofe  was  to  tell  the 
diftaace  to  each  place. 

A  fmall  handmill,  difcovered  in  Stabia,  has 
ferved  as  a  model  for  mills  which  the  prefent 
Pope  has  ordered  to  be  made  j  which  it  is  al- 
ferted  produce  better  oil  and  in  greater  quan- 
tities than  the  oil-prefles  in  common  ufe  :  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  crufli  the  ftone  of  the 
berry*. 

We  faw  fome  earthen  veflels  :  which  feem 
to  have  been  intended  for  the  cages  of  little 
animals,  that  probably  were  to  be  fattened. 

*  Giovanni  Prefta,  a  fcientific  hian  in  Gallipoli,  main- 
tains, on  the  contrary,  that  the  modern  oil-prefs  has  much 
the  advantage  of  the  antient ;  and  that  Cato  and  Colu- 
mella are  millaken,  when  they  maintain  that  the  cru filing 
of  the  ftone,  which  likewife  affords  oil,  is  injurious.  He 
has  made  many  experiments,  and  appears  to  underhand 
the  fubjeft.  His  well  written  tra£l  is  entitled — Memoria 
itiiorna  a  i  feffanta  due  faggi  diver  ft  di  olio  prefent ati  a  la 
Maejla  di  Ferdinando  IV.  ed  efame  critico  del  anticQ  frantoie 
trovato  a  Stdhia.  "  An  account  of  fixty-two  experiments, 
"  made  on  oil,  and  prefented  to  his  Majelty  Ferdinand  IV. 
"  with  a  critical  enquiry  concerning  the  antient  oil-prefs 
"  difcovered  at  Stabia." 

H4  They 
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They  had  a  lattice  door,  at  top  ;  and,  within^ 
fmall  places  for  food,  and  water.  I  fufpedt 
that  the  antients,  like  the  Italians,  fed  on  the 
little  animal  which  we  Germans  call  fea  pigs*: 
becaufe  they  are  brought  over  fea.  It  is  a 
kind  of  medium  between  the  rabbit  and  the 
rat ;  and  has  the  fbrm  and  the  grunt  of  the 
pig.     Was  this  the  glis.  of  the  Romans  ? 

Furniture  of  every  kind  is  found  in  the 
apartments.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  their 
fo^ms  were  more  publicly  known,  You  have 
feen  the  beautiful  work,  in  which  engravinga 
are  given  of  the  paintings  of  Herculaneum^ 
The  whole  Mufeum  ought  thus  to  be  en-» 
graved  :  yet  how  great  would  be  the  laboui\ 
and  the  length  of  time  it  would  require  ! 
But  how  few  are  capable  of  undertaking  fuch 
a  work!  Single  figures,  accompanied  by  dif- 
ferent quotations  from  the  antient  writers,^ 
would  make  many  paffages  intelligible ;  which^ 
through  the  confufion  of  former  comnxei^- 
taries.,  are  continually  dark. 

The  bronze  veflels  of  facrifice  are  of  great 
beauty.  How  noble  and  how  fimple  are  their 
forms  !  How  elegant  the  embellifhments,  and 
frequently  how  full   of  meaning  !     A  ledti- 

*  Guinea  pigs,  I  fuppofe.    T. 

Jlernium 
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fiernlum  of  bronze,  on  which  cufliions  fen: 
recumbent  deities  were  placed,  which  were 
publicly  expofed  in  times  of  misfortune,  and 
on  which  food  was  put,  is  wrought  And  orna^ 
pxented  with  truly  antique  fimplicity. 

The  balance  with  one  fcale,  and  the  balance 
with  two,  were  equally  known  to  the  antients. 
The  weights  were  fome  of  them  in  the  forin 
itf  the  head§  of  the  Emperors.  This  probably 
was  to  denote,  in  a  vifible  manner,  that  they 
had  been  examined  and  proved  by  the  vsxz^ 
giftracy. 

A  (lender  tripod,  of  bronze,  denotes  by  it$ 
elegance  the  high  value  which  the  Greeks,  as 
early  as  the  tir^e  of  Homer,  fet  upon  tripods. 

They  made  their  lamps  in  a.thoufand  dif- 
ferent forms:  feme  are  very  elegant, fome  arc 
obfcene,  arid  many  are  both.  It  is  natural  to 
give  a  form  that  is  fluttering  to  the  eye,  to  ^. 
piece  of  furniture  which  is  to  afford  light. 
The  unfortunate  properifity  to  the  obfcene 
was  equally  common  among  the  Greeks  and 
'  Romans.  They  had  high  lights  for  many  of 
their  lamps. 

A  large  colledion  of  fufgical  inftruments 

reminded  me  of  thofe  which  were  difcovered 

feme  years  ago,  in  a  camp,  in  the  North :— A 

I  '  prince^ 
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prince,  who  had  a  lively  imagination,  endea- 
voured to  make  his  fubjedts  believe,  though 
in  vain,  that  they  had  been  brought  by  the 
enemy  againft  them  as  inftruments  of  torture. 

The  faftenings  of  the  doors  appeared  to  me 
awkward,  and  their  keys  clumfy.  The  Italian 
lockfmiths  to  this  day  are  unlkilful. 

The  dice,  like  thofe  of  the  moderns,  were 
marked  with  points.  Like  the  dice  of  gamblers 
at  prefent,  fome  of  them  were  heavier  on  one 
fide  than  on  the  othen 

The  tickets  of  admiffion  to  places  in  the 
theatre  were  of  ivory,  and  of  various  forms. 
Thefe  tickets  were  called  by  the  Romans 
Ufferce ;  and,  on  one  of  thefe,  there  was  the 
name  of  the  tragic  poet  jEfchylus,  in  the  Greek 
charadler :  others  of  them  were  numbered. 

They  had  various  vafes  of  glafs,  many  cut 
drinking  glafles,  and  little  vials  of  blue  glafs. 
This  is  a  proof  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  different  compofitions  of  glafs.  Some, 
of  a  dark  colour,  is  fo  hard  that  glafs  may  be 
cut  with  it,  as  with  a  diamond.  A  glafs  urn, 
for  preferving  the  afhes  of  a  dead  perfon,  was 
included  in  another  of  terra-cotta ;  and  this 
again  was  cafed  in  a  third  vafe  of  lead.  Here 
we  fee  likewife^  paintings  on  glafs,  the  colours 

of 
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of  which  are  tranfparcnt.  The  panes  of  glafs 
that  were  ,found  in  the .  villa  at  Pompeii  are 
exhibited  in  the  Muftum  ;  they  are  of  very 
thick  glafs. 

The  writing  defies  of  the  antient^,  which 
we  faw,  refembled  ours.  They  ufed  pens  of 
wood ;  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  had  no 
flit.  That  they  had  been  preferved  irt  glafs 
.  drawers  was  what  I  could  not  fuffici'ently  exa^ 
mine.  We  likewif?  faw  wafers,  and  wafer- 
feals. 

How  glad  fhould  I  have  been  to  have  taken 
the  forms  of  antient  agricultural  inftruments, 
for  the  information  of  our  Vofs ! 

The  colledion  of  the  furniture  of  the  baths 
is  very  confiderable. 

Here  you  find  a  quantity  of  wetting  and 
drying  utenfils,  and  cloths. 

We  faw  a  vafe,  which  greatly  refetifibled 
our  tea-pot  i  its  pleafipg  form  has  already 
been  imitated  by  the  Englilh. 

Another  vafe  has  the  advantage  of  this, 
becaufe  it  cannot  eafily  be  thrown  down  :  it 
is  of  bronze.  ^ Round  a  fmall  fquare  hearth, 
for  coals,  a  wall  runs,  which  has  four  corner 
powers,  that  may  be  opened  to  admit  water. 

Below, 
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Below,  on  the  fbremoft  wall,  is  a  tube  with  a 
fpout. 

A  complete  fet  of  ornaments,  for  a  modern 
lady,  might  be  colle<3:ed  out  of  this  mufeum : 
at  leaft  for  a  lady  who  fhould  be  drefling  for 
a  mafquerade.     Here  fhe  would  find  brace- 
Jets,  and  necklaces  of  gold,  ear-rings  of  pearly 
rings  for  the  fingers,  and  many  more  baubles. 
Paint  itfelf  would  not  be  wanting :  pardon 
me  for  ufing  the  common  name,  inftead  of 
the  more  refined  term,  rouge :  for  paint  itfelf 
has  been  preferved.     It  was  contained  in  a 
little  box  of  cryftal,  and   has  perfectly  the 
appearance  of  the  rouge  of  Paris.     My  lady 
here  too  might  find  large  needles,  and  cpmbs 
of  ivory,  with  ivory  fpindles,  to  deck   her 
out  for  the  mafquerade. 

A  marble  buffet  might  have  been  miftakea 
for  a  piece  of  modern  furniture. 

A  kitchen  fire  place,  difcovered  in  Her-. 
cqlaneum,  has  been  ufed  as  a  model  of  imi-  ^ 
tation :  under  it  are  fmall  arches,  to  contain 
the  coals ;  which  take  but  little  room,  and  can 
heat  many  veflels  at  once.  The  utenfils  of  the 
kitchen  are  of  earth,  copper,  and  brafs. 

But  little  armour   has   been   found:    the 

helmets 
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helmets  are  handfome,  embellifhed  with 
figures,  but  intolerably  heavy ;  which  proves 
they  could  not  have  been  in  common  ufe. 

A  horrid  kind  of  iron  fetter,  or  flock,  was 
found.  It  may  be  about  four  ells  long  j  adfi 
was  fo  formed  that  ten  prifoners  might  be 
chained  by  the  leg,  each  leg  feparately,  by  the 
Aiding  of  a  flender  bar.  Say  what  we  will  in 
defence  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  cruel. 

Various  kinds  of  eatables  are  yet  very  cog- 
nizable :  fuch  as  dried  figs,  almonds,  walnuts, 
beans,  lentils,  pine  nuts,  thickened  oil,  and 
thick  red  wine :  all  endeavours  tq  reader  any 
of  thefe  fluid  have  been  vain. 

The  body  of  a  woman,  whofe  fkuU  is  pre- 
ferved,  was  found  among  the  afhes.  Time,  by 
having  confolidated  the  aflies,  had  evidently 
occafioned  an  impreflion  to  be  taken  of  one  of 
her  breads.  She  was  adorned  with  golden 
bracelets,  and  with  a  necklace  of  gold. 

Small  houfehold  Gods,  of  bronze,  are  fome 
of  them  of  inferior  workmanfhip. 

Among  the  gold  and  copper  coins,  fome 
are  very  rare. 

Cameos,  and  intaglios,  of  precious  ftones 
were  found  j  and  likewife  fome  of  glafs  com- 
pofition. 

Among 
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Among  the  bufts  of  matble  and  bronze^ 
there  is  a  fine  one  of  the  firft  Scipio  Afri-. 
canus ;  which  we  recognize  by  the  woupd  on 
the  head,  and  by  the  refemblance  to  thofe.at 
Rome. 

A  drunken  Faun,  and  a  Mercury  ieated, 
both  of  bronze,  are  of  fmgular' beauty.  The. 
Faun  lies  fhouting  on  a  lion's  Ikin,  with  a 
barrel  that  ferves  him  for  a  cufhion.  If  you 
cover  the  under  part  of  the  countenance, 
laughter  is  ftill  evident  in  his  intoxicated 
eyes :  fo  that  thofe  who  look  niuft  likewife 
Jaugh. 

Sonle  of  the  mofaic  works  are  beautiful ; 
and  the  two  moft  beautiful  have  the  name  of 
the  artift  Aioayc^^ihn  'XctfJtios  liromae*^  The 
work  of  Diofcurides,  of  Samos. 

Different  fun  dials  are  very  rude :  a  finale 
•crooked  hook  cafts  the  ihade.y   The  time  of 
the  day  is  not  denoted  by  numbers.   ^  One, 
which  is  very  fmall,  has  the  figure  of  the 
hind   quarter   of  a  pig ;  the  tail  of  which,, 
inftead  of  the  hook,  cafts  the  fhade. 
.    I  have  expefted  the  leafl:  inftrudion  from 
what  others  have  hoped  the  moft::  I  mean  the 
books.  The  manner  which  has  been  invented- 
of  feparating  the  leaves,  which  were  rolled 

together 
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together  and  fcofdhed  by  the  afhes,  is  very 
ingenious.     You  will  find  the  machine  that 
IS  ufed   for  unrolling  them   excellently  de- 
fcribed,  and  drawn,  in  the  Travels  of  Mr. 
Bartel*.     It   is  wonderful  that  they  fhould 
have  done  fo  much  as  has  been  done.     A 
manufcript,  on  the  efFe£ts  of  mufic,  is  in  pre- 
paration.   The  Gonje6tures  on  paflag^s,  where 
whole  wbrds  or  letters  are  wanting,  are  to  be 
printed  in  red  ink,  and  fubj eft ed  to  the  ge- 
neral judgment  of  the  learned.     A  moral  en- 
quiry, concerning  virtue  and  vice,  will  like  wife 
be  entirely  copied.     We  faw  two  men  em- 
ployed at  prefent :  the  one  ,  on  a  work  on 
Rhetoric,  by  one  Philodemus ;  and  the  other 
on  an  enquiry  concerning  Political  Economy. 
The  number  of  manufcripts  difcov^red '  is 
almoft  fixteen  hundred  :  they  are  burnt  black; 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  tender  manner  in 
which  they  are  handled,  would  crumble  to   * 
athes.     The  antients  rolled  their  manufcripts 
fo  that  the  beginning  of  the  work  lay  wound 
up  in  the  middle ;  and  the  unrolling  muft  com- 
mence with  the  conclufion  :   fo  that  they  are 
obliged  at  firft  to  conjecture  the  contents,  and 
do  not  learn  the  title  of  the  work  till  the  latter 

^  Herrn  Bart  els  Reifen, 

end. 
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^nd.  The  books  on  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  employed  are  all  of  them  Greek. 

There  is  a  remaining,  but  in  my  -opinion  a 
well  grounded,  hope  that,  by  the  future  unco* 
vering  of  the  buried  towns,  works  Jmay  be 
found,  which  may  either.be  very  little,  or  per- 
haps not  at  all,  damaged  by  the  aijhes.  iTndei^ 
a  board,  beneath  a  til6  thrown  down,  per- 
haps, lie  Alcaeus,  Sappho,  Menander,  the  loft 
books  of  Livy,  or  fome  of  thofe  immortal 
works  the  names  of  whofe  authors  are  only 
known  by  the  teftimony  of. their  contempo- 
raries* 

From  this  divifion  of  the  Mufeum,  which 
contains  twenty  apartments,  we  proceeded  to 
another,  confifting  of  fis:teen,  which  are  dedi- 
cated to  antient  paintings.  Some  of  thefe 
paintings  have  fuffered  very  much :  pthers  are 
ftill  tolerably  frefh. 

Different  in  their  degrees  of  beauty,  they 
are  meft  of  them  drawn  with  great  freedom, , 
'  and  painted  with  a  light  animated  pencih 
Some  of  them  are  reprefentations  of  fruit,  fi(h,« 
and  birds.  Two  quails,,  picking  the  grain 
from  an  ear  of  barley,  are  painted  with  all  the 
deception  of  truth.  A  bad  choice  of  fubjedl;, 
a  want  of  fenfibility,and  falfe  lineal  perfpedive, 

are 
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&re  the  defeds  of  the  landfcapes ;  and,  if  we 
may  judge  after  the  proofs  thefe  pictures  af- 
ford of  aerial  perfpedive,  of  this  the  antients 
appear  to  have  known  little  or  nothing.  How- 
ever, that  they  were  not  fo  ignorant  of  lineal 
perfpeSive  as  many  have  maintained  is  evi- 
dent, froni  fome  architedlural  paintings. 

The  hiftorical  pidures  aire  in  part  very  beau- 
tiful. 

Chjron,  the  Centaur  j  inftrufting  the  youth- 
ful Achilles  to  play  on  the  lyre. 

Oreftqs,  Pylades,  and  Iphigenia;  in  the  tem- 
ple of  Diana,  in  Tauris. 

Thefeus,  in  the  labyrinth.  The  handfome 
youth  is  reprefented  after  his  victory  over  the 
Minotaur,  which  lies  extended  at  his  feet. 
Ariadne  is  with  him  ;  and  one  of  the  boys 
that  he  has  faved  is  killing  his  hand,  and  ano- 
ther his  leg. 

A  thoughtful  Virgin  is  all  lovelinefs:  Are  is 
fuppofed  to  be  a  Sappho.  She  holds  a  pencil 
to  her  lips,  with  her  right  hand  ;  and  tablets, 
in  tier  left. 

Telephos,  the  fon  of  Hercules  and  Auge, 
fucking  the  hind  by  which  he  was  fed  :  be- 
caufe  his  mother  had  expofed  him  from  the 

Vol.  in.  I  fear 
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fear  of  her  father  *.  Hercules,  the  Goddef^ 
of  viftory,  'Nitcvj  a  FaUn,  and  a  very  noble 
female  figure,  which  appears  to  be  the  God- 
defs  Flora,  give  the  pidure  thofe  charms  which 
refult  from  a  great  and  various  compofitionv 
At  the  foot  of  the  figures  (land  an  eagle  and 
a  lion  ;  probably  as  fymbols  of  power. 

Some  figures  of  Centaurs  and  Nymphs  are 
touched  in  a  free,  light,  and  charming  manner* 

A  delicate  chariot,  drawn  by  a  parrot,  and 
driven  by  a  grafshopper.  This  piece  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  fatire  againft  Nero  ;  who  made 
great  pretenfions  to  the  double  celebrity  of  a 
melodious  finger  and  an  expert  charioteer.  We 
are  told,  by  Suetonius,  that  he  exercifed  him- 
felf  lying  on  his  fcack,  fupporting  a'plate  of 
lead  on  his  breaft,  purifying  himfelf  by  clyfters 
and  emetics,  and  abftaining  from  fruits  ;  till 
his  voice,  always  weak  and  chirpiilg,  acquired 
fufficient  force  for  the  ftage  ;  which  he  adu- 
ally  trod  at  Neapplis,  a  Greek  city.  An  earth- 
quake which  happened  did  not' prevent  him 
fr6ni  continuing  the  air  he  had  begun.  He 
likewife  appeared  as  a  charioteer  in  the  circus 

*  Paufan.  lib.  viii.  c.  48  and  54.  lib.  ix.  31, 

at 
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^  Rome*.  How  excellent  is  the  fatirical 
reprefentation  of  a  chirping  grafshopper,  driv- 
ing the  parrot  that  draws  the  chariot  ! 

A  Woman  felling  little  Cupids  to  a  young 
lady ;  behind  whom  (lands  an  old  female,  who 
appears  to  be  giving  her  advice.  The  woman 
who  fells  holds  a  fluttering.  Cupid  by  the 
tvings  ;  and  has  another  encaged  in  a  tripod. 
From  this  piece  a  French  artift  has  no  doubt 
taken  the  well  known  idea  of  his  Cupid- 
seller. 

Four  little  pidures,  which  are  excellent, 
were  found  framed,  and  feparate  ;  not  like 
thofe  that  are  painted  on  the  walls* 

A  poet  compofmg.  If  I  do  not  miftake, 
he  holds  a  thyrfus  in  his  hand.  A  Mufe  is 
feated  at  a  table,  writing,  ^ith  a  maik  lying 
by  her.  The  thyrfus,  as  well  as  the  mafk, 
may  denote  that  it  was  the  dramatic  Mufe  by 
which  he  was  infpired  :  for  dramatic  pieces 
were  dedicated  to  Bacchus. 

A  company  of  people  playing  on  mufical 
inftruments. 

A  young  woman,  {landing ;  with  her  trefles 
combed  by  her  companion  :  a  third  is  fitting 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Neron.  c.  xx  and  xxH. 

^  1 2  in 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ii6  TRAVELS  OF 

in  the  fame  chamber,  and  near  her  ftands  a 
fourth.  They  are  all  handfom^e,  and  elegantly 
attired. 

The  above  are  three  of  the  fotir  pictures  I 
mentioned  :  the  other  is  very  much  injured. 

The  new  model  of  the  theatre  at  Hercu- 
laneum  is  worthy  notice  ;  for  it  will  afford  an 
excellent  idea  of  the  theatres  of  the  antients. 
I  (hould  have  willingly  fent  you  a  drawing  of 
it ;  but  this  is  not  permitted,  of  any  thing 
contained  in  the  Mufeum.  The  curiofity  of 
the  public  is  endeavoured  to  be  kept  intent 
on  the  great  work,  the  publication  of  which  is 
patronifed  by  the  king. 

All  the  rarities  of  this  Mufeum,  which  are 
fmgular  in  their  kind,  are  intended  to  be  re- 
moved by  his  majefty's  orders  into  a  large 
building,  which  he  has  purchafed  of  the  Uni- 
verfity.  This  building  is  in  the  city,  and 
called  G/i  Studi.  In  fadt,  this  noble  colledion 
is  too  much  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being 
once  more  buried  by  Mount  Vefuvius. 


J.ET^ 
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LETTER     LXXIV. 

Naples,  31ft  March  1792. 

^  Enchanting  as  the  profpea  of 

the  fea   and  the  coaft  is,  the  want  of  fliady 
walks  in   Naples  ftill  is   fenfibly  telt.     The 
public  walk  on  the  fea  fhore,  which  is  about 
feven  hundred  paces  loKg,  affords  but  a  forry 
ihelter  againft  the  mid-day  beams.     It  is  very 
broad  ;  and,  on  the  two  fides,  there  are  high 
bowers  of  vines,  that   twine  their  branches 
round  the  elm  of  Ypres :  which  trees  do  not 
ftand  detached^  but  are  connected  by  palings. 
On  the  fide  which  is  the  mod  diftarit  from 
the  fea,  there  are  little  orange  trees,  and  ole- 
anders ;  among  beds  of  flowers,  nearer  to  the 
fea,  there  are  grafs  plats,  cut  and  carved  in  a 
wretched  tafte ;  among  which  little  fountains 
throw  out  their  infigniticant  ftreams. 

I  feidom  vifit  this  walk,  which  is  called 
Villa  Reale ;  and  which,  from  its  profpe£t 
toward  the  fea,  its  circular  and  hilly  coaft  from 
Portici  to  Maifa,  with  its  view  of  the  ifland  of 
Capri,  and  the  Pofilipo,  would  perhaps  be  the 
^13  mod 
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mod  beautiful  public  walk  in  Europe,  if  it 
were  but  (haded  by  trees  that  fliould  be  fufFerrs 
ed  to  grow  undifturbed.  The  Neapolitans 
find  anexcqfefor  thisdefedi,  whichisppinted 
out  to  them  by  the  frequent  CQtnpUints  of 

'  foreigners  ;  and  allege  that  the  growth  of  trees 
is  injured  by  the  fea  air.  It  feems  remarkable 
that  this  noxious  quality  of  the  fea  air,  at  leaft 
in  fo  great  a  degree,  (hould  exift  only  near  the  . 
city  of  Naples  :  however,  this  appears  to  be  the 
cafe.  Even  of  the  two  rows  of  vine  bowers, 
of  the  Villa  Reale;  that  which  is  moft  diftant 
from  the  fea  flouriflies  much  the  heft. 

j^  The  parade,  for  the  exercife  of  the  troops, 
lies  beyond  the  Villa  Reale  ;  and  likewife  on 
the  fea  fliore.  From  this  a  road  turns  fhort  tQ 
the  right,  and  Idads  to  the  grotto  of  the  Pofi- 
lipo.  On  the  left  the  fea  fhore  continues ; 
where,  every  afternoon,  the  principal  Nea^ 
politans  have  their  Corfo ;  that  is,  their  car- 
riages proceed  backward  and  forward  in  rows,^ 
frpm  which  they  fhew  themfclves  vvithout 
being  able  to  fpeak  to  each  other ; ,  unlefs 
when  a  lady  orders  her  coach  to  flop,  and  the 
polite  cavalier  alights  from  his  own,  and  comes 
to  converfe  with  ^ler  on  the  ftep  of  her  car- 
riage. ^ 

I  The 
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The  bulwark  on  the  fea  is  broad,  k  paved 
with  flags  of  lava  like  the  pavement  of  the 
whole  city,  and  ferves  as  a  foot  path  for  paf- 
fengers ;  to  whom,  from  the  number  of  the 
coaches  and  horfes,  it  is  very  welcome. 

At  the  end  of  the  Corfo^  I  was  glad  to  efcape, 
through  the  gateway  of  a  large  building,  from 
the  din  of  this  filent  afTembly.  This  brought 
me  immediately  on  the  fea  (hore  ;  and,  from 
thence,  to  the  volcanic  rocks  of  the  extended 
lofty  c^pe,  Pofilipo.  Here  you  enjoy  not  only 
the  fame  profpeft  as  in  the  Villa  Realcy  but 
you  likewife  have  a  full  view  of  all  Vefuvius, 
which  there  was  concealed  by  the  houfes. 

At  this  place  you  come  to  a  large  unfi- 
nifhed  palace,  which  the  people  call  the  palace 
of  Queen  Johanna :  probably  after  the  infa- 
mous Johanna  the  Second,  who  lived  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  We  are 
told  by  an  infcription  that  it  was  begun  in 
the  laft  century,  ancj  left  unfinifhed,  by  one 
Donna  Anna  Caraffa. 

Since  that  time,  the  fea  no  doubt  mud 
have  intruded  farther  on  the  (hore  :  for  this 
palace,  at  prefent,  is  not  only  impalfable  by  all 
kinds  of  carriiages,  but  likewife  at  high  water 
by  foot  paflengers.  I  conjedure  that  this  ele- 
1  4  ment, 
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ment,  in  return  for  the  lofs  it  fuftained  in  the 
eaft  by  the  building  of  the  Molo,  during  the-^ 
reign  of  the  ^late  King,  has  revenged  itfelf 
npon  the  weft  ;  as  it  now  wafhes  the  palace 
walls.  Fifhermen  keep  their  boats  within  the 
long  gate  ;  and  the  fmall  fpace  within  and 
without  the  gate  is  rocky  and  uneven. 

My  walk  was  foon  afterward  interrupted 
by  a  public  prifon.  Between  the  patace  and 
the  prifan,  immeidiately  on  the  deep  fliore  of 
the  fea,  the  rocks  are  covered  with  a  kind  of 
white  mofs  :  or  more  properly  a  kind  of  ira-i 
moveable  fea  weed,  on  which  it  is  very  plea- 
fant  to  repofe.  This  weed  has  a  charming 
odour,  and  the  fea  is  as  clear  as  cryftal. 

I  lately  faw,  at  a  tolerable  diftance,  fome 
mefhes  of  a  net  funk  in  the  fea,  with  the  fifh 
living  and  moving  in  the  water.  The  varie- 
ties of  fhell  fifh,  which  are  thrown  up  by 
the  fea,  are  innumerable  j  and  fome  of  them 
are  very  excellent  *.      One  of  the  creatures 

ofteneft 

*  Signer  Poll,  the  teacher  of  the  Royal  Princes  of 
Naples  in  Natuial  Hiftory,  has  publiftied  an  excellent 
work,  called,  T^Jiacea  utriafque  Sicilian  eorumque  Hiftoria 
et  Anatome,  This  work,  not  only  for  external  beauty, 
but  chiefly  for  the  novelty  of  its  difcoveries,  and  its  en- 
quiries concerning  the  "mode   of  living  of  thefe  beings,^ 

whofe 
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ofteneft  found  is  the  echinus  marinMS ;  or  fea 
urchin.  Its  fhell  is  armed  with  thin  long 
prickles,  Horace,  in  an  ode  to  Canidia,  com- 
pares the  hair  of  one  of  the  handmaids  of  thi$ 
Jiorrible  forcerefs  to  fuch  a  fea  urchin, 

^t  expedtta  Segana^  per  totarfi  do  mum 

Spargens  avernales  aquas ^ 
Horret  capillif  ut  marinus  afpiris 

JSchifjus,  aut  curreps  ap^r^ 

HoH.  Eppd.  V.  2j[, 

Now  Sagana,  round  the  cell, 

Sprinkled  her  waters,  black  from  hell : 

Fierce  as  fea  porcupine,  or  boar, 

\xi  frightful  wreaths^  h^r  hait  (he  wore  ! 

Francis. 

The  flefh  of  this  echinus^  or  fea  urchin,  is  red; 
^nd  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 

Moifes  of  great  variety  and  beauty  grow  on 
the  rocks,  in  and  about  the  fea ;  and,  in  thefe 
mofles,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  purple  colour, 
fwarms  of  different  little  beings  are  feen. 

If  you  go  from  the  Villa  Reale  on  the  eaft 
fide,  and  wifli  to  continue  on  the  fea  fhore, 
you  muft  long  make  your  way  through  the 
noify  crowd  of  this  populous  city,-  before  you 
arrive  at  the  open  field  beyond  the  Magdalen 

'whofe  exiftence  does  not  appear  to  be  fo  limited  as  has 
hs^Xi  bitl^rtQ  imagined,  is  probably  the  belt  of  its  kind. 

bridg^v 
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bridge,  over  the  river  Sebetho.  The  Corfo  Is 
held  on  this  fide  every  Friday,  during  Lent. 
Along  the  city  and  as  far  as  the  bridge,  the 
Neapolitans  here  difplay  themfelves,  in  their 
fine  carriages,  with  all  their  pomp;  and  are 
frequently  drawn  by  eight  horfes.  On  the 
common  Corfo^  which  is  on  the  quay  called 
Chiata  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city,  they  harnefa 
only  two  horfes  to  their  carriages.  The  fruit- 
ful fields  that  lie  between  Mount  Vefuvius  and 
Capua,  which  are  covered  with  grain,  trees, 
and  vineyards,  are  feen  to  the  left  from  the 
Magdalen  bridge.  Virgil,  wifhing  to  defcribq 
a  very  fruitful  country,  thus  fpeaks ; 

Ilia  tthi  latis  intexet  vitibus  ulmoSy 

Illaferax  oleo  efl^  tllam  experiere  colendo 

Etfacilem  pecori  et  patient  em  vomer  is  uncL 

^alem  dives  arat  Capua j  et  vicina  Vefevo 

Orajugo 

.    ViRG,  Georg.  iu  a^l. 


whofe  mold  is  clean> 


Well  cloth'd  with  cheerful  grafs,  and  evergreen^ 

Is  good  for  olives,  and  afpiringvinesi 

Embracing  hufband  elms  in  am'rous  twines  \ 

Is  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  fit  to  fow," 

And  equal  to  the  pafture  and  the  plough. 

Such  is  the  foil  of  fat  Campanian  fields, 

Such  large  increaife  the  land  that  joins  Vc'uvius  yields. 

PRTOEN,  V.  299. 

Near 
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Near  the  city,  on  both  fides,  are  khchcn 
gardens  ;  the  fertility  of  which  is  enlivening  ; 
but  you  find  no  trees  among  them.  Thefe 
gardens  are  watered  by  a  kind  of  mills,  the 
water  for  which  is  fupplied  by  the  royal  re^ 
fervoirs  at  Portici ;  and,  for  the  permiffion  to 
ufe  this  wafer,  the  proprietors  of  the  land  arc 
obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  tax. 

Volatile  and  light  hearted  as  thefe  people 
are,  and  addidled  to  the  purfuit  of  pleafure, 
they  neverthelefs  cultivate  their  fruitful  fields 
with  great  induftry.  The  foil  of  the  city  i^ 
not  throvvn  away  :  ,for  the  hufband men  very 
CS^refuUy  gather  It,  and  carry  it  away  on  loaded 
afles.  The  lands  ^re  kept  ^s  free  from  weed* 
?is  in  other  countries,  That  many  of  the  coun- 
tiy  people  are  poor  I  afcrlbe,  in  part,  to  the  bad 
regulations  here  :  among  which  I  include  the 
tax  paid  for  watering  their  grounds  :  and,  ia 
part,  to  the  fniall  number  of  landholders; 
who  let  out  fmall  portions  of  their  eftates  for 
a  few  years  to  farmers,  vineyard  keepers,  or 
gardeners,  The  compaft  is  made  by  public 
audion ;  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
higheft  bidder,  with,  all  his  induftry,  is  a  ruined 
man.     It  is  not  fo  niuch  the  want  of  freedom, 

as 
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as  has  fo  often  been  affirmed,  as  the  want  of 
more  land  proprietors,  that  principally  op* 
prefles  the  greateft  part  of  the  country  people, 
Yefterday,  in  order  to  vifit  fome  fliady 
places,  we  went  through  the  Pofilipo  grotto, 
along  the  road  toward  Pozzuoli ;  and  already, 
on  the  7'3fd  of  March,  wc  repofed  in  flowery 
meadows,  under  green  poplars,  on  the  banks 
of  the  lake  Agnano !  Yefterday,  we  already 
faw  the  young  buddings  of  the. walnut  tree  ! 
Whole  fields  are  fowed  with  a  kind  of  trefoil ; 
which  the  Italians  caWprato.  The  ear  of  this 
grafs,  trifoUum^  fptca  ohlonga^  rubra  *,  is  long, 
with  a  vivid  red  flower ;  ind  is  perhaps  more 
ornamental  to  meadows  than  any  other.  This 
trefoil  is  here  preferred  to  every  other  kind  of 
pafturage.  It  is  already  mowed  for  the  firft. 
time.  Our  red,  white,  and  yellow,  trefoils  are 
likewife  very  common  h^re :  though  the  yeU 
low  trefoil  is  much  larger  here  than  in  our 
country.  The  high  red  trefoil,  like  the  others, 
here  grows  wild.  In  dry  foils,  the  plant  does 
not  grow  to  a  great  height ;  but  near  the  earth  ; 
like  the  melilotus^  with  its  yellow  flower,  the 
figure  of  which  it  much  refembles  :  with  this. 

*  Dieti'ichs  Pflatizenrekh^  '775>  ^  th*  f-  892. 

difference 
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difFferetice  that  the  prato  blows  with  a  kind     ' 
of  ear  j  otherwife  you  might  be   inclined  to 
C2^11  it  the  red  melilotus. 

I  yefterday  faw  fweet  peas  (or  vetches)  cut, 
that  were  as  high  as  my  breaft  j  they  princi- 
pally ferve  as  fodder  for  cows. 

The  wheat  in  thefe  countries  has  broad 
leaves  ;  and  horfes  here,  as  in  many  parts  of 
Germany,  are  turned  to  pafture  in  it,  to  pre- 
vent its  too  luxurious  growth.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  fheep  are  fufFered  to  crop  its  firft  fhoots. 

Flax  is  now  covered  with  large  buds. 

There  are  fruit  trees  over  all  thefe  fields  : 
the  mulberry  already  is  loaded  with  buds  ; 
and  the  apricot,  peach,  and  plum,  are  now 
in  bloom  :  nay  more,  nature  not  only  is  early 
in  bloom  but  long  fo  continues  to  be. 

Orange  and  lemon  trees  are  ftill  covered 
with  fruit :;  although  they  have  been  plucked 
through  the  whole  winter.  Here  you  fee  the 
ripe  fruit ;  and,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  odori- 
ferous flower. 

The  air  is  aromatic,  and  the  fweetnefs  of 
fpring  now  equals  ours  in  the  month  of  May  ; 
which  with  us  is  frequently  even  then  re- 
pulfed,  and  fuddenly  checked,  like  the  tender 
carefTes  of  a  kind  wife,  by  our  rude  climate. 

Among 
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Among  the  flowers  of  the  field  which  I 
tiever  faw  befof e^  1  found  the  lovely  red  cy^ 
clamen  :  likewife  the  yellow,  and  the  red  and 
yellow  cerinthe :  or  honey-fuckle  :  which  alfo 
bloWs  wild  in  winter. 

How  many  flowers  might  here  be  etiume- 
rated  !  and,  while  wandering  in  this  garden 
of  God,  how  often  do  I  regret  my  ignorance 
of  Botany  !  1  forget  no  kind  of  flower,  or  of 
tree,  that  I  have  once  feen  ;  and  I  fliould  lefs 
regret  the  ignorance  of  their  names,  did  it  not 
prevent  me  from  communicating  much  of  my 
pleafure  to  you* 

Oh  communication,  what  enchantment  ii 
thine  ;  fmce  thou  canft  give  life  to  the  dead 
letter  of  a  nomenclature  ! 


LETTER    LXXV. 

Naples,  5 til  April  1792* 

1,  and  my  wife,  on  the  firft  of  the 
month,  made  a  (hort  journey  to  Averfa.  Whea 
we  travelled  from  Rome,  we  made  a  circuit  to 

vifit 
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Vifit  the  amphitheatre  of  ancient  Capua,  and 
the  aquedudt  of  Caferta,  and  did  not  pafs 
through  Averfa;  though  it  lies  on  the  great 
high  road,  in  a  fruitful  country,  and  pleafantly 
fituated  among  arable  lands,  gardens,  and 
vineyards. 

This  very  ancient  town  was  founded  by 
the  Ofct ;  who  called  it  Atella.     The  people 
were  famous  for  their  dramatic  productions, 
which  early  afforded  fuch  great  pleafure  to 
the  youth  of  Rome,  that  they  performed  the 
tomedies  called  Fabul^  Atellance^  themfelves, 
for  their  private  diverfion :  nor  would  they 
fuffer  them  to  be  degraded  by  the  ading  of 
the  common  players.     According  to  the  tefti- 
Wony  of  Livy,  when  thefe  pieces  afterward 
came  to  be  perfofmed  like  others  by  the  adt- 
ors,  thofe  who  aded  them  enjoyed  a  degree 
of  refped,  which  was  denied  to  the  ordinary 
comedians*.     The  latter  were  exempted  from 
the  tribes,  and  from  military  fervice :  but  not 
the  former.     In  later  times,  the  drama  of  the 
Atellani  degenerated  fo  much  that  even  Tibe- 
rius accufed  them  of  licentioufnefs  in  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  a  decree  was  pafled  by  which  they 
Were  prohibited  in  Italy  f . 

*  Liv.  vii.  2.  fTac.  Annal.  iv.  14. 

Atclla 
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Jlteltd  Was  deftroyed  by  the  Barbarians,  who 
overran  thefe  countries.  It  was  rebuilt  by  the 
Normans;  and  Guifcatd  their  Duke,  by  whom 
it  was  confiderably  enlarged,  gave  it  the  name 
of  Averfa:  becaufe  it  was  ereded  as  a  buU 
wark^gainft  Naples. 

It  was  once  more  laid  in  ruins  by  Charles 
of  Anjou  :  but  was  foon  afterward  once  agaia 
rebuilt. 

Here,  as  is  general  in  the  province  of  Terra 
di  Lavoroy  many  people  live  by  the  culture  of 
gardens:  for  which  they  pay  high  rents  to 
the  ground  landlord.  We  went  into  one  of 
thefe  gardens  ;  which  was  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  paces  long,  and  two  hundred  broad, 
and  in  which  there  was  a  fmall  houfe,  inha- 
bited by  a  young  married  couple,  whofe  whole 
wealth  confifled  of  an  afs.  The  yearly  rent  of 
thefe  good  people,  for  this  garden,  was  a 
hundred  and  tv/enty- five  Neapolitan  ducats; 
or  about  a  hundred  and  thirty-four  rix  dol- 
lars, at  the  rate  of  five  rix  dollars  to  a  pif- 
tole. 

The  garden  was  full  of  vegetables,  and 
fruit  trees,  that  were  then  in  full  bloom.  No- 
thing but  the  pears  and  fennel,  which  is  a  plea- 
iant  vegetable  and  eaten  raw,  are  brought  to 

Naples ; 
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Naples* ;  the  reft  of  the  produce  of  the  gar- 
den is  fold  in  Averfa. 

As  the  land  in  this  country  b  fruitful  through 
the  whole  year,  a  gardcii  like  this  employs 
many  day  labourers.  Make  an  eftinuite  of 
wages,  of  the  raaintenapce  of  the  tenants, 
and  of  the  rertt  they  pay  to  the  ground  land- 
lord, and  you  will  be  furprifed  at  the  gains 
that  prpc^d  from  a  gardei?,  which  is  two 
leagues  and  a  half  dulant  from  the  Metropolis^ 
The  gardens  in  the  vieinity  of  Naples  muft 
be  ftill  more  produdiye.  The  road  that  lejids 
from  Portici  to  the  city  is  always  full  of  afles  ; 
which  are  loaded  with  the  fruits  of  the  gardea 
as  they  go^  and  with  manure  as  they  return* 
I  faw  to-day  numberlefs  men  going  to  market, 
with  bafkets  full  of  flowers. 
.  Three  hundred  and  ten  Neapolitan  ducats 
are  paid  to  the  King,  by  a  herdfman,  who 
keeps  from  feventeen  to  twenty  cows,  for  per- 
miffion  to  graze  onthe  charming  banks  of  the 
lake*  of  Agnano ;  and,  when  the  air  begins  to 
be  unhealthy  there,  on  fome  other  royal  paf* 
ture.  - 

♦  The  text  rcadsi  ^*  FencM,  ein  angenehmes  gemufe  /* 
1  fufpeft  that  Fiftchel'^ijjfel,  which  is  a  fpccics  of  apple,  is 
todcrftood.    T, 

VouIII..  K  Let 
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Let  lis  return  for  a  moment  to  the  gardcns;- 
of  Averfa,  where  my  wife  Jfat  for  fome  hourSy 
till  the  approach  of  twifight,  among  verdure, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  fuch  as  are  the  produce  of 
fpring  in  Italy.  We  did  not  return  till  it  was 
late  J  andi  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day, 
flie  was  delivered  of  my  little  Sibylla  as  eafily 
as  a  Neapolitan. 

This  morning,  Erneft,  T,  and  Nicolovius, 
took  a  boat,  and  went  to  the  ifland  of  Nifida ; 
which  is  feparated  from  the  point  of  Pofilipo 
by  a  fmall  found.  This  ifland  is  a  tolerably 
high  and  very  fruitful  hill.  The  olive  is  the 
principal  fupport  of  the  inhabitants:  though 
they  likewife  grow  flowers,  and  vegetables^* 
Pliny  informs  us  that  the  anqients  efteemed^ 
the  wild  afparagus.  of'  this  ifland  as  the  befl:. 
I  alfo  met  with  much  wild  afparagus,  in  the 
parts  near  Pozzuoli.  The  fennel,  in  great 
quantities,  grows  wild  in  Nifida :  as  do  many 
-of  our  garden  flowers.  We  found  the  beau- 
tiful Iris  already  in  bloom  ;  which  Vofs  fup- 
pofts  to  be  the  Hyadnihus  of  the  ancients.  Wc 
likevl^ife  met  with  wild  vines. 

Rabbits  here  are  in  fuch  great  nun^bers  as 
to  be  injurious  to  the  inhabitants. 

A  fepulchral  lamp  was  found  here,  in  the 
7  jgrave 
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gf  aVe  of  a  Roman.  We  are  told  it  burnt,  and 
that  the  light  was  clear,  in  a  glafs  vial,  which 
was  hermetically  fealed ;  and  that  it  was  ex- 
tiiiguifhed  the  moment  the  glafs  was  broken. 

The  Greeks  named  this  ifland  Nejis^  NwHf 
or  little  ifland.  The  whole  bay  of  Naples,  and 
a  part  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta,  may  be  feen  from 
its  top.  Brutus  remained  here  for  fome  time 
after  the  death  o£  Cxfar,  and  was  ^Ifited  by 
Cicero*. 


LETTER    LXXVI. 

Naplcs>  pth  April  179I. 

A  HIS  day,  I  went  to  Nola,  which  is 
fituated  about  two  long  German  miles  to  the 
north  of  Naples,  and  met  with  a  very  fertile 
atid  well  cultivated  country ;  fuch  as  is  found 
through  aU  the  Terra  di  Lavoro.  Vegetables 
and  corn  grow  intermingled ;  and  the  field 
vine  winds  itfelf  round  the  poplar,  and  the 
mulberry  tree.     This  laft  tree  is  remarkably 

*  Cic*  ad  Attic,  xvi.  epift.  i. 

K2  large. 
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large,  neat  Nola^  The  fitucttion  of  tWa  fittic 
towit  is  /d^Mgfitful ;  tfptchWy  atfirefent,  amid 
the  tended  bticU  of  fpririg^ 

h  is  melancholy  to  riieet  with  f6  few  bh-d^ 
in  Italy :  the  reafon  is  fo*  mathy  of -them  are 
j|^pt.  Eaeh  tnanid  rfeady  with  Ms  gun  :  eveft 
the  day  labourer  has  his  bWed  fowling  piece, 
ftanding  agaihft  a  tfee.  In  the  roarket-pkce 
in^  Rome,  we  frequently  fee  the  goldfinch,  and 
other  finging  birds,  which  are  purchafcd  iii 
great  quantities  to  eat. 

About  half  a  German  mile  from  Naples,  on 
the  road  to  Nola,  are  the  ruihs  of  the  palace 
Pogg'io  Reale  ;  or  King's  Hill ;  which  was  in- 
habited by  Queen  Johanna  the  Second.  She 
is  accufed  of  having  contrived  a  trap- fall,  ra 
this  palace.  The  ftory  is  that,  when  fhe  was 
^  weary  of  her  lovers,  flie  plunged  th^mby  thi^ 
hieans  into  the  water  ;  and  thus  this  cruelv 
treacherous,  and  voluptuous.  Queen  endea- 
voured at  once  to  bury  the  fhame  and  the  re- 
membrance of  guilt  in  this  gnlph. 

Fountains  are  met  with  on  both  fides  of  the 
way,  between  this  caftle  and  Naples.^  The 
high  road,  like  moft  of  thofe  that  I  have  tra- 
velled in  Italy,  is  very  good.  On  this  fide  of 
the  Alps,  you  have  never  any  turnpikes  to  pay; 

IS 
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as  you  fo  frcqucatly  have  in  Germany,  and 
in  the  northern  parts  of  our  country ;  and 
not  feldom  for  roads  that  are  almoft  impaf- 
fable. 

The  rye  near  Nola  h  high  in  ear.  This 
kind  of  grain  is  fcarce  in  Italy :  it  was  pro- 
bably iirft  introduced  by  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth.  It  is  called  grano  Germano ;  or  Ger- 
man <:orn  ;  and  the  people  here,  as  in  France, 
mix  the  flower  of  rye  and  the  flower  of  wheat. 

Cluverius  proves  *,  from  a  paflTage  in  Vel- 
leius  Paterculus,  that  the  town  of  Npla  is  of 
(elder  date  l>y  eight-and-forty  years  than  Rcmi^ 
and  that  it  was  founded  eight  hundred  and 
jone  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and,  ao- 
cording  to  the  fame  Velleius,  by  the  Etrurians* 

Others  fay  it  was  founded  by  the  Greeks ; 
from  Chalcis  in  Euboea.  Some  fcarce  coins  of 
this  town  bear  Greek  infcriptions  ;  and  tjiefe 
4:oins  and  the  multitude  of  Grecian  vafes^, 
which  are  ibund  here,  equally  denote  that  it 
iias  been  inhabited  by  Greeks.  It  is  only  from 
;Crror  that  the  epithet  of  Etrufcan  vafes  has 
been  given  to  veflels,  which  were  feldom 
found  in  Etruria,  but  principally  in  the  fe- 
pulchres  of  Grccia  Magna  and  Sicilian 

k  3  I  faw 
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I  faw  a  famous  coUedion  of  thefe  vafes, 
\vhich  was  made  by  Don  Picdro  Vifenzio. 
Except  that  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  in  Na- 
ples, it  is  the  fineft  colleftion  poffeflcd  by  any 
private  perfon. 

The  vafes  found  in  Nola  are  efteemed  to 
be  ^the  moft  beautiful  in  Italy :  though  thofe 
of  Sicily  are  thought  preferable.  The  Ro- 
mans placed  fome  value  on  thefe  vafes  in  the 
timeofCafar.  Suetonius  informs  us  *  that,  - 
/ome  laonths  before  the  death  o^Ca^far,  a  Ro- 
mifti  colony,  which  had  been  fent  to  Capua, 
deftroyed  feveral  tombs  in  order  to  build 
country  houfes :  which /Work,  fays  the  hifto- 
xian,  they  performed  the  more  diligently  be^ 
caufe  they  found  fome  vafes  of  ancient  work- 
xnanfhip. 

In  the  colledion  of  Don  Piedro  Virenzio,  I 
/aw  a  patrticular  kind  of  earthen  urn,  which 
was  entirely  in  the  form  of  a  faddle.  The 
corps  had  been  laid  in  the  hollow,  probably  to 
denote  that  it  was  the  body  of  a  valiant  war- 
Tior.  The  horfe-tamer  jVxo/a/^os  and  the 
horfe -driver  iTTTwAaTJis  are  common  epithets 
for  heroes,  among  the  Greek  poets,  and  pa^ 
^icplarly  Homer. 

♦  3«et.  in  VitaTulii,  cap.  18. 
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This  town  is  frequently  mentioned,  in  the  , 
Hiftory  of  the  Second  Punic  War.  It  was 
allied  to  the  Romans :  and,  after  the  battle 
of  Gaiinse,  the  Senate  and  principal  perfons  of 
Nola  remained  faithful  to  their  allies  :  but  the 
people  inclined  to  the  Carthaginians*.  How- 
ever there  were  not  wanting  fome  of  the  chiefs, 
who  cherifhed  the  pride  and  the  hope  of 
being  the  allies  of  HannibaL  Among  thefe 
was  a  courageous  knight,  Lucius  Bantius  by 
name,  who  after  the  battle  of  Cannae  was 
found  by  Hannibal  under  heaps  of  flain.  The 
great  general,  who  left  no  means  unemployed 
that  might  induce  the  people  of  Italy  to  de- 
fert  the  Romans,  caufed  him  to  be  carefully 
attended,  and  not  only  fufFered  him  to  depart 
without  ranfom,  but  gave  him  prefents.  From 
this  time  Bantius  became  devoted  to  Han- 
nibal, and  endeavoured  to  excite  his  fellow 
.citizens  to  revolt. 

Marcellus  was  informed  of,  though  he  did 
not  appear  to  remark,  the  intentions  of  rtie 
youth  ;  and,  calling  him  to  him,  fpoke  in  this 
friendly  manner : 

"  It  appears  that  many  of  your  townfmen 
^  are  unjuft  to  you  ;  for  ho  perfon  qf  Nola 

*  Liv.  xxiii.  c.  14, 15. 
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**  has  rdated  to  me  your  not)le  warlike  dotds : 
"  but  it  was  not  poflible  to  conceal  from  m^ 
"  the  valour  of  a  man  who  has  fought  in  thje 
"  Roman  army.  From  many  of  your  fellow 
warriors  have  I  heard  what  kind  of  fean  you 
are  ;  and  how  frequent  and  eminent  hav« 
been  the  dangers  you  have  incurred,  for 
**  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  the  Roman  peo- 
*'  pie :  how,  bleeding  and  exhaufted,  you  were 
**  almoft  crushed  to  death  under  heaps  of 
*'  arms,  horfes,  and  men.  Ccaitinue  worthy 
*'  of  yourfelf.  The  praife  and  the  recom*- 
^*  penfe  due  to  valour  fliall  be  beftowed  by 
*'  me ;  and  you  fhall  be  taught  that  the  ofr 
**  tener  you  are  with  me  the  greater  fliall  be 
*'  the  rewards  and  the  honours  that  you  (hall 
"fliare.''  ' 

Marcellus  accompanied  thefe  kind  words 
with  a  prefent  in  money,  and  a  fine  horfej 
and  likewife  ordered  the  lidors  to  admit  bin), 
whenever  he  fliould  pay  him  a  vifit. 

,  From  this  time,  Rome  had  no  friend  more 
ferviceable,  or  more  faithful,  than  Bantius. 

Soon  afterward,  the  Romans'and  Carthagi- 
jnians  came  to  a  battle,  before  the  gates  of  this 
town  ;  ill  which  MarcellifS  obtained  4  confi- 
depable  ady^ptage, 

4  '       After 
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After  the  viaory,  the  Romans  entered  the 
tpwn,  fliut  all  the  gates,  placed  watch  guards, 
held  tribunals,  and  decapitated  above  feventy 
^f  the  citizens ;  who  were  convicted  df  hav- 
ing entered  into  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
Hannibal. 

How  unfortunate  wei*  thefe  times,  the 

falfe   glory  of  which  is  fo  idazzling  I     Mar* 

fellus  was  by  nature  a  benevolent  man :  but 

here  he  adled  in  conformity  to  the  manners 

^f  his  age.  The  Grecian  and  Roman  hiftori« 

,ar^  full  of  ftill  greater  miferies,  infliSed  oa 

places  over  which   a  vidlorious  General  has 

fat  as  judge,  armed  with  the  fanguinary  a^ce. 

We  fhudder  while  we  read,  in  Thucydides, 

how,  in  the  Peloponnefian  war,  in  which  this 

hiftorian  took  part  as  a  General,  the  burghers 

of  the  Greek  cities,  that  were  democratically 

inclined,  were  perfecuted  by  the  Spartans; 

and  thofe   that  favoured   Oligarchy  by  the 

Athenians. 

The  number  of  Greeks  that  were  publicly 
fold  as  flaves,  by  Paijlus  -£milius,  who  like 
Marcellus  was  one  of  the  mbft  benevolent  of 
the  Romans,  was  prodigious*. 

A  year  after  this  firft  advantage  over  Haa- 

nibal, 
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nibal,  Marcellus  again  vanquifhedhim,  before 
the  gates  of  Nola,  in  a  greater  battle*  ;  in 
"which  the  fortune  of  war  began  to  change. 
More  than  five  thoufand  Carthaginians  re- 
mained on  the  field,  fix  hundred  were  made 
prifoners,  and  this  decifive  viGtorj  did  not 
coft  the  Romans  a^houfand  men. 

Auguftus  died  in  Nola ;  and,  if  I  do  not 
miftake,  Agrippa,  two  years  before  him,  ex- 
pired there.  He  was  a  great  man,  and  was 
worthy  of  a  better  age.  However  he  merits 
our  efteem,  for  having  leffened  the  misfortunes 
of  his  time.  He  was  a  man  of  a  noble  ipind, 
and  not  only  the  friend  of  Auguftus  but  the 
friend  of  freedom.  Rome  was  principally 
indebted  to  him,  and  to  ^he  worthy  Valerius 
Mcffala,  the  friend  of  Brutus,  for  the  change 
that  was  produced  in  Auguftus  ;  who,  from 
a  blood  thirfty  tyrant,  became  a  wife  ruler. 

When,  Auguftus  conceived,  or  rather  pre- 
tended to  conceive,  the  thought  of  reftoring 
the  antient  freedom  of  the  republic,  Agrippa 
advifed  him  to  purfue  this  plan  :  but  Mae- 
cenas, a  man  neither  poffefled  of  his  wifdom 
nor  his  virtue,  advifed  the  contrary.  Yet  was 
Maecenas  in  the  right.     Political  chimeras  are 

*  hiy*  xxiii.  c.  44* 

innu^ 
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innumerable:  but  the  moft  chimerical  ofafl 
IS  the  projedt  of  imagining  that  a  people,  deepr 
ly  funk  in  degeneracy,  are  capable  of  recover^ 
ing  the  ancient  grandeur  of  freedom.  Who 
tofles  the  bird  into  the  air  after  his  wings 
are  clipped  ?  So  far  from  reftoring  it  to  the 
power  of  flight,  it  will  but  difable  it  more. 

It  is  rather  generally  believed  that  bells 
were  firft  invented  in  Nola ;  and  it  is  true 
that  the  Latin -name  for  a  bell  is  nola.  Thofc 
however  place  the  period  of  difcovery  too  late 
that  afcribe  it  to  Saint  Paulinus,  who  was 
Biftiop  of  Nola  in  the  fifth  century.  He 
might  probably  introduce  the  ufe  of  them  ia 
churches.  Large  and  fmall  bells  were  well 
known  to  the  ancients.  Of  the  latter,  in  the 
Mufeum  of  Portici,  I  have  ifeen  fuch  as  are 
now  ufed  in  mountainous  diftrids,  to  hang 
round  the  necks  of  cattle,  goats,  and  flieep. 
Mention  is  made  of  bells  by  the  Greek  and 
Roman  writers ;  and,  among  others,  by  jEt- 
chylus,  and  Ariftophanes  :  and  jjlfchylus  lived 
a  thoufand  years  before  Paulinus.  The  Ro- 
mans may  probably  enougK  have  procured 
their  firft  bells  from  Nola,  and  therefore  may 
Jbuive  naxped  them  after  the  town  :  or  it  is  not 

imprp- 
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Improbable  tijat  tbe  helis  of  Nblft  Were  Mh- 
{;uiih?ble  by  Uxe  cleamefs  of  the  found  they 
^avc 


LETTER   J.XXVII. 

Naples,  19th  AprU  1792. 

On  the  i4tli,  Nicolovius,  l^rncft,  ^nd 
myfelf^  went  on  board  a  felucca  mi^nne4  by  . 
eight*  feamen.  The  weather  was  fine,  h)A 
the  wind  was^  contrary ;  and  we  were  three 
hours  and  a  half  in  rowing  to  the  ifland  of 
Procida.  We  pafled  near  the  Pofilipo,  leaving 
Nifida  on  the  right,  and  failed  immediately 
under  the  promontory  of  Mifenum.  I 

Like  all  the  iflands  of  thefe  parts,  Procida 
has  a  high  and  in  general  a  rocky  fhore.  We 
landed  at  the  little  town  of  Procida,  which 
we  found  fwarming  with  pepple  and  traders. 
Tolerably  large  veflels  are  built  here  j  and  the 
port  is  in  greater  activity  than  might  have 
been  expe^^ed,  from  fo  fmall  a  placet 

The 
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The  iflandsl  of  Procida  and  Ifchia  were 
peopled  by  the  .  Greeks  of  Chalcis,  and  Ere- 
tria :  two  towns  of  the  ifland  of  Euboea,  new 
Negroponte.  Its  name^  Procida^  or  Procita^ 
is  either  derived  from  the  wofd  tt^s^wol^  the 
prdjefting,  or  tt^o^Icc^  the  projefted.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  ancient  writers  that  ithadoncd 
been  united  with  Ifchia  ;,  which  they  like  wife 
called  Pitbieufa^  JEneria^  and  Inarirrids ;  ancf 
that  they  had  been  feparated  from  each  othef 
by  an  earthquake. 

This  ifland  formerly  belonged  to  John  of 
Procida,  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century  } 
and  who,  after  he  had  ftirred  up  Spdin  and 
Conftantinople,  againft  Charles  of  Anjou,  waS 
tbe  author  of  the  famous  confpiracy  againft 
the  French,  in  Sicily  :  the  meafures  of  which 
were  taken  with  fo  much  precaution,  entered 
into  with  fuch  wonderful  fecrecy,  and  exe- 
€Ut€;d  with  fuch  unheard  of  boldnefs.  The 
bell  which,  on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the 
year  1282,  called  the  people  to  vefpers  waai 
the  fignal,  through  the  whole  ifland,  for  the 
murder  of  the  French ;  whofc  pafl:  exceflfes 
could  aflford  no  excufe  either  for  maflacre,  or 
for  undiftinguiftiing  and  univerfal  vengeance!. 
The  gnly  man  that  efcaped  afTaflinatioii,  and 

whofe 
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whofe  virtue  well  merited  the  diftindion,  wai 
William  of  Porcelets*. 

Juft  as  we  landed,  we  perceived  a  man  on 
an  afs,'  in  the  middle  of  the  market  place.  His 
tabit  and  appearance  we  thought  comic  :  they 
reminded  us  of  the  getitlemen  bachelors  with 
whorti  Le  Sage,  in  Gil  Bias,  and  his  much 
greater  mailer,  Cervantes,  in  Don  Quixote^ 
had  brought  us  acquainted.  Under  a  veil^ 
which  to  us  had  fomething  of  the  ridiculous, 
traits  of  the  nobleft  benevolence  were  difco-^ 
Yerable.  The  people  in  numbers  crowded 
round  him  ;  while  he  diftributed  alms  to  the 
poor,  converfed  with  them,  and  appeared  ac- 
cuftomed  to  beftow  upon  them  nobler  gifts  l 
thofe  of  council  and  remonftrance. 

We  went  up  to  the  royal  caftle,  which  is 
lituated  high  above  the  town,  and  which  pot 
fefle3  a  firaple  pleafant  garden;  where  the 
King,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  country  fports, 
has  cover  for  pheafants.  Thefe  birds  already, 
are  in  brood:  though  I,  have  feen  finer  in 
many  parts  of  Germany,  and  particularly  in 
Bohemia. 

The  pheafants  fly  over  the  whole  ifland  5 
which  has  given  occafion  to  a  rigorous  and 

*  Sec  a  note  to  Letter  Ixi.  v©l.  ii.  p.  394.    T. 
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tinjuft  law,  by  which  the  inhabitants  arc  for- 
bidden to  keep  cats :  and  rats  and  mice  are  fa 
numerous  that  the  very  children  in  the  cradle 
are  not  fafe.  The  afflided  people  fent  de- 
puties to  the  King,  and  humbly  petitioned  for 
the  repeal  of  this  law.  Dogs  likewife  are  now 
prohibited  in  the  ifland. 

This  little  country  is  a  garden ;  fertile  in 
fruits  and  vegetables,  and  exceedingly  popu- 
bus.  In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  the  other 
fide.of  the  ifland,  and  waited  for  our  felucca 
in  a  fmall  bay,  between  high  promontories- 
Xhe  fteep  fhores  here  confift  of  the  tofus^ 
tufa^  or  fand  done,  are  exceedingly  forked, 
craggy,  and  hollow,  and  every  where  difcover, 
along  the  ft  rand,  tokens  of  fiery  waves,  ap- 
pearances of  its  volcanic  origin,  and  fuch  as 
confirm  the  opinion  of  the  ancients^  that  Pro- 
cida  and  Ifchia  were  once  the  fame  ifland. 

Some  roads,  and  the  ftreets  of  the  little 
town,  are  paved  with  lava. 

Procida  is  a  long  German  mile  in  circum- 
ference. Between  the  promontory  oi  St.  Mar- 
garet in  Procida,  and  the  ifland  of  Ifchia, 
though  much  the  neareft  to  Procida,  the  high 
Kttle  ifland  of  Vivara  is  fituated;  which, 
though  uninhabited,  is  cultivated  by  the  peo- 
ple 
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jple  of  ProcUL  The  King  has  a  hutitmg  k^t 
here,  for  the  cha^e  df  the  hslfe. 

The  largeft  and  moil  be^tiful  of  thefe 
Iflands  is  Ifchia  ;  whkh  at  firft  has  a  gentle 
and  then  a  fteep  afcent,  to  the  fummit  of  the 
lofty  and  the  formerly  volcanic  mountain^ 
Epomeus.  It  is  feen  to. a  great  diftance  ;  while 
its  fantaftic  forms  charm  and  diverfify  the 
profpedt :  fo  that  it' appears  to  be  the  centre 
of  the  furrounding  paradife  ;  the  iflands  and 
ihores  of  which  feem  to  decorate  and  do  it 
liomage. 

A  high  rock  rifes  in  the  fea  toward  Prdcida  ; 
which  is  embellifhed  with  a  little  town,  and 
many  trees,  and  in  which  the  Biihop  of  Ifcbia 
refides.  On  the  top  of  the  rock  a  ftroUg  fort* 
refs  is  built,  in  which  a  garrifon  is  flattioned, 
and  from  which  fortrefs  the  rock  is  called 
Cajlello  d^ Ifcbia.  The  rock  is  conne£tied  with 
the  illand  by  a  long  bridge  j  which  :Aids.  in 
forming  the  haven  of  the  lively  Borgod^  Ifcbia^ 
or  fuburbs  of  Ifchia,  that  are  built  on  the 
ifland,  and  fo  called  after  the  fmalLtown  ott 
the  rock.  The  'Borgo  d'  Ifchia  is  weli  built, 
and  (lands  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore. 

We  arrived  early  enough  to  fee'  the  fun  gO 
down  over  the  Lago  del  Re :  or  Kiog'i  lake* 

'      Here 
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Ilere  there  ate  warm  baths,  Which*  are  vifited 
by  the  principal  people  of  Naples.  Conte-^ 
niencies  are  wanting  tQ  this  place  :  the  hoiifes 
are  few,  and  fraall,  and  the  bathers  muft  bring 
their  own  bathing  veflcls.  The  warm  fpring 
runs  into  the  lake-;  which  contains  fait  water^ 
and  is  conqefted  with  the  fea,  by  a  canal. 

The  canal  is  provided  with  floodgates ;  the 
opening  of  which  into  this  little  lake,  that  re- 
fembles  tl^e  Lucrine  lake  in  its  form,  fupplies 
it  from  time  to  time  with  frefti  fea  water, 
and  quantities  of  large  fifh.  The  King  amufes 
himfelf  occafionally  at  this  fifhery. 

There  is  a  broad  bed  of  lava  near  this  lake, 
which  in  the  year  1301  gufhed  out  of  the 
foot  of  Epomeus.  Although  five  centuries 
have  elapfed  fmce  the  laft  eruption  from  the 
mountain,  the  face  of  the  lava  is  almoft  en- 
tirely barren  j  being  thinly  fcattered  with  maU" 
crpfeffer  *,  and  grafs.  The  lava  emitted  by 
Mount  Vefuvius,  in  the  year  1767,  is  already 
more  covered  with  vegetation :  fo  diflTerent  is 
one  kind  of  lava  frorn  another,  and  thus  ob- 
fcure  are  thefe  annals  of  nature,  when  their 
dates  are  unknown  to  hiftory.     The  remem- 

*  Literally,  wall  pepper.     I  cannot  difcover  what  plant 
is  meant.     T. 
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branch  of  the  d^folatirtg  fire  ftill  lives  irftottg 
the  iflariders :  .  the  country  people  relate  fliat 
it  deftroyed  a  little  town. 

The  Greek  inhabitants  were  early  terrified 
by  thefe  dreadful  phenomena  ;  and,  forfaking 
the  ifland,  fettled  6n  the  continent,  where 
they  built  the  toWii  of  Cumae.  A  repofe  of 
five  hundred  years  appears  to  afford  an  aiTu- 
ranee  of  faftty,  to  the  people  of  Ifchia ;  who 
flow  eifijoy  the  advantage  of  volcanic  coun-^ 
tries,  healing  baths,  and  extraordinary  ferti- 
lity, without  the  dread  of  future  deftruftion. 

On  the  15th,  we  fet  out  early,  mourtted  on 
nfles,  and  rode  firft  t<>  Cafamkcia^  the  place 
where  the  warm  fprings  are  :  though  there  are 
more  WArm  fprings  in  the  ifland,  and  of  va* 
rious  n^dicinal  qualities.  There  is  a  large 
bmlding  in  Gafamtccla^  tjbe  name  of  which  is 
Mont^  di  Mifcncordia^  where  fix  hundred  poof 
patients  are  annltsiHy  relieved,  bathed,  taken 
care  6f,  and  fed,  for  a  fortnight  each,  from  a 
fund  of  legacies  and  prefects,  that  haVe  bceft 
beftdwed  by  private  perfons.  The  building  isi 
large  and  well  cbnftruded  j  aiid  the  court  is 
fhaded  by  high  mulberi^  tfees.  The  neceffi- 
ties  of  the  poor  are  but  too  frequently  negied- 
ed  :  here  the  cafe  is  otherwife.  The  neeelTarieft 
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provided  fer  the  baths  of  the  poor  are  very 
much  better  than  thofe  of  the  baths^  of  the 
rich  at  the  Lago  del  Re. 

We  again  mounted  our  afles,  and  rode  to 
Lacco ;  a  little  town  which  is  poffefled  of  a 
port,  in  which  there  is  a  rock,  that  rifes  out 
of  the  waves,  in  the  form  of^  a  mufhroom* 
Round  the  ftalk  of  the  mufliroom  there  are 
large  ftones  lyitig  ;  to  which,  inftead  of  riding 
at  anchor,  the  veflels  are  tied  with  ropes. 

We  fpent  our  noon  in  Furia  d^ Ifcbia ;  which 
contefts  the  honour  of  being  the  chief  place 
of  the  iflslnd  with  the  Cafiello  d^  Ifchia.  Furii 
is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  Ifchia,  on  a  cape. 

All  the  places  that  they  call  towns  are  built 
on  the  fea  (hore  ;  along  which  we  fometimes 
rode,  and  fometimes  left  it  to  pafs  through 
blooming  valleys,  or  over  hills,  from  the  tops 
of  which  we  could  again  fee  the  coaft.  The 
-  ifland  is  chatming  in  the  higheft  degree.  Here 
a  far  projecting  rock  is  connected  with  the 
land  by  a  flender  cape  ;  and  there  detached 
cliffs  tower  above  the  waves.  Each  form 
feems  caft  with  a  bold  yet  playful  hand  ;  and 
every  moment  affords  a  various  profped.  Thefe 
heights  are  planted  with  vineyards,  after  the 
ihanner  of  the  Germans.  In  every  valley,  the 
L  2  fuc- 
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fucculent  vine  entwines  itfelf  round  the  fldrt-» 
der  poplar,  or  cafts  its  arms  over  the  knotty 
mulberry  tree,  and  luxuriantly  fprouts  from 
ftem  to  ftem.  Among  them  the  pulpy  fig 
profufely  grows ;  and  large  plum  and  cherry 
trees  are  now  in  full  bloom.  With  the  aro- 
matic fweets  of  the  flowering  orange  and  ci- 
tron, the  delightful  odour  of  the  pear  inter- 
mingles, or  the  beautiful  red  bud  of  the  apple 
tree.  Fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  cherry  already  is 
feen,  on  the  large  apricot  tree  ;  and  the  peach, 
like  the  reft,  is  in  bloom.  The  orange  and 
lemon  trees  were  ftill  heavily  loaded,  among 
the  deep  cliffs,  with  ripe  fruit :  while,  as  we 
turned,  trees  of  the  very  fame  kind,  growing 
on  the  funny  hills,  regaled  us  with  the  odour 
of  their  white  flowery  branches. 

Different  beauties  will  foon  embellifh  the 
ifland :  for  foon  the  pomegranate  will  begin 
to  blow,  then  the  oleauder,  and,  which  is  here 
equally  common,  the  aloe  :  the  prickly  plants 
of  w4uch  ferve  as  hedges,  or  grow  wild  in 
company  with  the  Indian  fig,  that  rears  its 
branches  among  the  craggy  rocks. 

Never  before  did  I  behold  fuch  varieties  of 
bloom  !  Never  before  was  1  regaled  with  the 
aromatic  fweets  of  fo  many  rich  fhrubs  !   Nur 
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iticrous  flowers  fpring  up,  in  this  fortunate 
climate,  which  are  rarely  feen  by  us,  or  of 
which  we  only  have  a  tranfitory  glimpfe  : 
flowers  and  plants  that  here  are  nouriflicd  in 
the.bofom  of  a  mild  mother,  and  befriended 
by  beams  that  animate  but  do  not  fcorch  ; 
foftened  as  they  are  by  the  purenefs  of  the 
air,  and  the  cooling  breezes  of  the  fea,  through 
which  they  pafs ;  and  protected  as  the  fruits 
and  flowers  are,  in  fhady  valleys  and  among 
deep  rocky  cliflfs,  by  the  fprings  and  rills  of 
which  they  are  watered.  Even  the  wild  red 
ranunculus,  which  is  feen  blowing  through 
the  whole  winter  in  Rome,  among  the  ruins 
of  antiquity,  is  fl:ill  here  in  blow ;  and  ftill 
the  late  primrofe,  and  the  violet,  are  budding 
in  company  with  the  early  rofe. 

Some  few  fmall  fields  only  of  this  ifland  are 
allotted  to  grain:  the  foil  is  employed  to  greater 
advantage  in  the  cultivation  o£  vegetables, 
The  inhabitants  of  this  incredibly  populous 
little  ifjand  have  fcarcely  any  meadow  land. 
The  profitable  afs  relieves  them  from  the  nq- 
cefl[ity  of  breeding  horfes  ;  and  the  abfence  of  • 
the  cow  is  fqppUed  by  the  goaty  which  animal 
finds  on  the  luxuriant  aromatic  cliflfs  pafturQ 
that  gives  the  xnilk  an  ex;cellent  t^fte.    THq 
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iheep  feeds  In  company  with  the  goat.  '  Of 
ducks  and  geefe,  of  which  there  are  few 
through  all  Italy,  I  faw  none  in  Ifchia. 

In  fome  places,  frefli  water  is  fcarce  j  and 
the  rain  is  coUeded  in  cifterns,  the  water  of 
which  is  efteemed  in  proportion  to  its  age,  as 
it  continually  becomes  more  pure.  If  I  do  nat 
miftake,  it  was  in  Furia,  at  leaft  in  one  of  the 
towns,  that  they  recommended  water  which 
was  three  years  old,  as^  we  fhould  recommend  . 
wine  for  its  age  :  rior  were  they  miftaken,^  for 
the  water  was  excellent.  Their  wineVould 
be  equally  gQod,  were  it  equally  long  kept. 
It  refembles,  in  colour,  the  dark  madeira;  of 
that  kind  which  has  a  caft  of  red. 

From  cpmplaifance  rather  than  from  curi* 
cfity,  we  fuffered  our  landlord  to  take  us  to 
a  chapel,  of  the  magnificence  of  which  he 
loudly  vaiint^d.  It  was  in  truth  rather  rich 
than  beautiful,  and  wholly  incrufted  with  yel- 
low variegated  marble.  There  is  a  beautiful 
ftatue,  of  white  marble,  in  the  facrlfty,  of  Re* 
Hgion,  delicately  veiled.  Her  charming  coun- 
tenance is  known  at  the  firft  glance  ;  an4  the 
d^eption  of  art  is  fo  great  thai!  the  fpe^ator 
is  almofi  tempted  to  lift  up  th«  veil.  At  th« 
bottom  is  infcribcd  R€ligiopura  it  immaciflata: 
2  Pure 
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Pure  religion  and  undefiled  *.  There  is  a 
wdl  executed  baflb  relievo,  on  the  pedcftal ; 
which  reprefents  the  leading  of  Eleazer  to 
death,  becaufe  he  refufed  tp  difobey  the  coin* 
mand  of  God  f*  The  devout  old  man  is  ex- 
horting the  Jews,  by  whom  he  i^  furrounded. 
This  beautiful  ftatue  is  the  work  of  Giufeppe 
Sanmartino ;  a  fculptor  of  Naples,  who  is  ftill 
living,  and  by  whom  I  have  feen  feveral  excel- 
lent performances  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
Naples. 

The  pi£luresofthis  ebapel  are  vije,  excejjH: 
a  Joha  the  Baptift,  by  Vaccarit  of  Naples ; 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the  owner  of  the 
chapel,  by  Sir  William  Hamilton. 

We  were  intending  to  depart,  when  our 
guide  infifted  that  we  Ihould  go  with  him 
into  a  chamber,  belonging  to  the  chapel. 
Adejfo  vi  fari  veder  ut!  ahra  galanteria :  I 
will  now  fliew  you  another  mark  of  kind^ 
nefs,  faid  he.  We  followed  him,  and  faw 
the  owner  of  the  family  chapel,  whofe  name 
is  Don  Pietro  Regine,  and  who  likewife  per- 
formed the  office  of  pridl.  He  was  in  bed  in-r 
ddfpQfed  of  a  cold,  was  a  handfome  old  man 
wikh  aq;^ild  0Qm;M;eiiance,  and  gave  u^a  friendly 
*  Js^mcs  i,  27,  t  '^  Wacc^ljces  ch^p*  vi.  18. 

1-4  recep^ 
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reception.  I  alked  him  whether  he  would 
not  do  well  to  vifit  the  baths  of  the  ifland  j 
and  he  anfwered,  with  the  pride  of  a  good 
conftitution,  which  well  becomes  an  aged  per*? 
fon,  "  I  never  take  any  remedy." 

While  we  were  converfmg  with  him,  the 
attendants  opened  a  flirine ;  which  was 'partly 
in  the  bed  chamber,  and  partly  in  another 
rodm',  and  the  riches  of  which  were  uncom?? 
monly  great,  for  a  private  chapel.  Among 
other  valuable  works  in  the  noble  metals,  part 
of  which  were  ornamented  with  precious 
ftones,  it  contained  three  bufts  of  mafly  (ilver, 
as  large  as  life. 

The  old  gentleman. took  great  pleafiire  ia 
difplaying  all  this  wealth.  Some  calm  re^ 
fledtions,  introduced  by  our  converfation  on 
the  beautiful  ftatue  of  Religion,  deprived  him 
of  this  childifh  gratification ;  but  made  hini 
capable  of  one  much  greater :  "  Pure  religion 
"  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  15 
"  this  c  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widows 
^'  in  their  afflidion,  and  to  keep  himfelf  un- 
^*  fpotted  from  the  world  *." 

I  afterward  learned  that  he  gave  much 
away  in  alms :  but  does  a  delight  in  gold  and 

^  James,  i.  27. 

'  precious 
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precious  ftones,  even  though  confecrate4  to  the 
jchurch,  coincide  with  the  ideas  of  pure  feli-r 
gion  and  undefiled  ;  fuch  as,  the  great  apoftlp 
recommends  ? 

I  was  informed  that  the  product  of  hiji 
wines  enabled  him  to  incur  thefe  great  ex- 
pcnces.  • 

We  were  defirous  of  riding  over  the  hill 
Epomeus ;  which,  in  the  Italian  language,  i\ 
called  Epomeo.  The  name  given  it  by  the 
people  of  Ifchia  is  Monte  di  Santo  Nicolo  :  af- 
ter a  monaftery,  that  is  built  upon  it :  whiqji^ 
abbreviated  in  the  Neapolitan  dialeft,  is  pro^ 
nounced  Mon  San  Nico ;  likewife  frequently 
San  Nico.  Our  guides,  proud  of  the  beauties 
of  their  country^  offered  to  take  ,u§  ^  pleafant 
^circuit. 

At  firft,  we  rode  among  garden  walls,  that 
were  overarched  by  the  branches  of  fruit  trees 
in  full  bloom.  At  one  moment  we  had  ait 
ppen  profped:  toward  the  land  and  fea;  an4 
at  another  rode  up  fteep  afcents,  which  were 
fo  narrow  and  high  that  we  could  pluck  the 
bloflbms  from  the  trees,  on  every  fide,  from 
the  backs  ofourafles.  We  were  obliged  to^ 
be  careful  of  our  knees  between  the  rocks,' 
becaufe  the  afles  ^ere  with  i^qual  difficulty 

driven, 
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driven',  held  back,  or  jguided.  The  path  fre- 
quently lay  on  the  brink  of  deep  cliffs  j  all  of 
which,  like  the  heights,  were  planted  with 
fruit  trees  ;  and  over  high  and  bufhy  rock$, 
where  we  faw  dreadful  gulphs  immediaiely 
by  our  fide.  The  windings  of  tiiefe  paths 
often  fuddenly  led  to  fteep  places,  that  were 
fo  fmall  as  not  to  appear  capable  of  being 
pafled  J  and  the  rider  is  obliged  entirely  to 
commit  himfelf  to  his  afs. 

Extenfive  profpeds  frequently  opened  up^  , 
on  us.  We  faw  the  tower  of  San  Angela  lying 
as  it  were  at  our  feet.  This  tower  is  built 
on  a  high  rock,  that  proje<as  far  iato  the 
fee;  and  i§  conneded  with  the  ifljind  by  a 
low  cape.  Wc  were  long  before  w^  had  at- 
tained any  confiderable  height,  becaufe  we 
frequently  again  went  down  ft^ep  declivities : 
but  now  we  almoft  continually  afcendeddre^id- 
ful  paths^  that  lay  between  high  walls  of  the 
tufa,  or  fand  done,  of  which  the  mountjua 
confifts.  We  met  with  fportfmen,  whpwerip 
hunting  the  quail  j  and  who  barefooted,  that 
they  Height  not  flipi  fprang  light  as  the  goat 
over  the  polifhed  tufa.  The  dogs  bring  the 
birds  that  ^e  ihot  out  of  c^v^rns,  which  %re 
imp^flafcle  ev^i;i  to  tfeef^  ,t«uotfwei*s 

The 
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The  upper  part  of  the  mountain  is  ro^gh, 
but  ftill  not  deftitute  of.  fhrubs  and  trees; 
among  which  the  fliecp  and  goats  wander* 
The  more  dry  and  high  the  foil  is  the  more 
jiowerful  is  the  aromatic  odour  of  vegetation. 
'  About  four  hours  and  a  half  after  we  ha4 
left  Furia,  we  came  to  the  hermitage  on  the 
top  of  the  mountain  ;  which  is  inhabited  by  - 
two  monks,  and  dug  out  of  the  tufa  betweexx 
overhanging  cliffs.  A  hermit,  in  the  proper 
fenfe  of  the  word,  would  in  fad  be  fo  diftant 
from  the  habitations  of  men,  and  fo  helplefs, 
on  this  naked  rock,  efpecially  in  cafe  of  fick- 
nefs,  as  to  be  in  great  danger.  A  third  is  come 
to  them  as  a  gueft ;  but  is  fo  weak  that  he 
cannot  undertake  a  journey  to  the  monaftery 
in  the  valley.  He  fits  almoft  continually  ei* 
ther  before  the  church  door  or  in  the  church. 
He  fcarcely  feemed  to  mark  our  approach^ 
dn4  fpoke  only  when  he  was  queftioned  ;  but 
^nfwered  with  kindnefs  andferenity.  Hetol4 
Nicoloyius  that  he  was  born  in  the  year  1 706  ; 
from  whom  he  learned  the  date  of  the  pre^ 
fent  year,  and  thence  difcovered  th^t  he  wa^ 
cighty-fix  years  of  age.  He  is  by  birth  a 
palatine,  but  hu  4moft  forgotten  our  mother 
^pngue. 

Toward 
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Toward  evening  the  fky  became  obfcured, 
and  deprived  us  of  the  pleafure  6f  feeing  the 
fun  go  dov^n.  Black  clouds,  riding  eaftward, 
received  the  deep  fhado.ws  of  the  craggy 
mountain  on  which  we  flood,  and  difplayed 
their  forms.  Under  them,  we  diftinguifhed 
the  other  iflands,  with  their  coafts.  The  fea 
and  the  fky  imperceptibly  loft  themfelves  in 
each  other;  which  is  an  appearance  ii^ore 
common  to  thefe  countries  than  it  is  to  any 
other  countries  and  feas  that  I  have  vifited. 
Sometimes  you  difcover  a  fliip,  in  a  place 
which  before  you  h^d  fuppofed  to  be  the  fky  ; 
and  at  others  a  rainbow,  where  you  had 
imagined  that  it  was  the  fea  you  faw. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  fun  rofe  behind  clouds  2 
yet  the  profped  of  the  diftant  places  w^s  very 
beautiful.  Our  view  extended  from  the  ifland 
of  Ponza,  nay  from  Monte  Dragone  with  all  ^ 
the  intervening  feas  and  fhores,  to  Monte 
Cava  ;  which  towers  beyond  the  cape  of  So- 
rento.  This  profped:  every  inftant  increafed 
in^  grandeur,  as  the  cloyds  gradually  recede^ 
before  the  rifmg  fun. 

'  We  now  thought  proper  to  return,  andi 
proceeded  by  the  fhorteft  road  to  Borgo  d^I^ 
(hia^     W?  found  the  way  by  no  means  fo 

(difficult 
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difScult  as  from  Furia  d'lfchia  to  the  mo-» 
nafteiy  ;  though  no  lefs  rich  in  fcenery.  At 
firft,  we  frequently  again  rode  among  deep 
valleys  ;  or  rather  verdant  and  leafy  patches 
of  the  mountain  ;  which,  appear  to  have  been 
'  produced  by  eruptions  of  fubterranean  fire^ 
.and  earthquakes.  Of  the  former  they  have 
feen  no  appearance,  fmce  the  great  eruption 
in  1 30 1  :  but  earthquakes  are  not  unfrequenti 
One  of  the  monks,  who  had  inhabited  the 
mountain  eight-and-thirty  years,  told  us  that 
about  once  in  four  or  five  years  fhocks  were 
felt  on  the  north  fide  of  the  mountain :  but 
they  did  no  damage.  During  the  laft  month 
the  mountain  was  fix  times  fhakea,  by  confi- 
dcrable  heavings. 

The  rude  upper  regions  as  we  defcended 
foon  became  mild;  and  more  than  half  of  the 
way  nature  again  was  decorated  in  all  her 
fmiles.  The  nightingale  fang  from  the  thick 
fhady  groves  of  tall  young  chefnut  trees  on  the 
right,  by  the  fide  of  which  a  rivulet  murmured* 
On  the  left  were  groves  of  poplar,  tall  cherry 
trees,  mulberry  trees,  and  fruits  of  every  kind; 
witli  little  corn  fields,  and  kitchen  gardens. 
The  rye  was  already  beginning  to  ear.  Among 
the  budding  branches,  we  difcovered  the  fea, 
'  the 
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the  iflands,  and  their  ftiores :  thofe  iflands  dnd 

thofe  fliores  where,  beyond  Procida,  the  Pofi* 

lipD extends itfelf ;  andbeyond  the  Pofilipo  the 

low  cape,  at  the  end  of  which  the  high  pro* 

montory  of  Mifenum  rifes  ;  affording  beauties 

of  lineal  perfptdlive,  fuch  as  are  felddm  feen» 

And  where  is  the  mkn,  who  has  not  viflted 

Italy,  that  can  imagine  all  the  effeds  of  aerial 

perfpedivc  which  are  proper  to  this  country  ? 

A  tender  etherial  mift  fwims  before  the  eye 

lind  calls  an  enchanting  veil  over  every  ob^ 

jedt :  particularly  over  the  fea,  its  fhores,  and 

Iflands :    communicating    charms    to    them 

which  are  neither  to  be  defcribed  nor  forgot* 

ten.   This  fafcinating  veil  deferves  the  rather 

fo  to  be  called  becaufe  it^  embelliflies  every 

thing,  and  conceals  nothing.     It  even  brings 

objeds  nearer,  and  delights  the  eye  with  the 

foftnefs  of  its  fhades*    Never  before  could  I  fee 

to  fo  great  a  diftance  as  in  this  country;  wherfe 

every  near  and  diftant  objed  appears  fo  ma*- 

gicaL 

About  nine  p'clock  in  the  morning,  tw6 
hours  after  we  had  departed  from  the  top  of 
the  Epomeo,  we  again  arrived  ^xBorgo  d^If- 
tbia. 

There  is  a  poft  felucca,  that  daily  paflefi 

between 
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after  the  cuflom  of  the  country,  no  doubt^«  i 
traveller  who  came  from  Pelopoiinefus  over 
the  iflandvS  of  Zacinthus  and  Same  to  Ithaca^ 

The  paflage,  and  perhaps  in  a  flat  bottomed 
vefTel,  was  frequent  between  Cephallenia  in 
Peloponnefus  to  Ithaca.  In  fuch  a  veflfel  Phi* 
IcKtias,  who  had  been  placed  by  UlyflTes,  while 
yet  young,  over  his  herds  in  Cephallenia,  ufed 
to  pafs ;  and  take  with  him  the  cows  and  goat» 
to  the  fuitors  of  Penelope* 

I'rom  the  firm  land  they  came  ;  by  boatmen  broughf^ 
tVhofe  wherries  are  with  travelers  daily  fraught*. 

After  my  return  from  Sicily  I  remained 
Ibrrie  Week's  in  the  iflarid  of  Ifchia,  and  fent 
feveral  melTengers  by  land  to  Naples  :  that 
is,  what  is  called  by  land,  over  Procida  and 
Capb  Mifeno. 

The  wind  was  unfavourable  for  a  pafllagef 
to  the  ifland  of  Capri  ;  but  the  boatmen  re- 
peated an  affertion  they  had  made  the  evening 

*  Pope's  tranflation  ;s  too  free  for  the  author's  ptir- 
pofe  :  it  is  therefore,  neceflary  to  tranflate,  as  above, 
rather  more  literally.    T. 

o   '  before 
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before,  that  it  would  change  about  noon, 
Theif  predidion  was  actually  fulfilled  :  for  th« 
'winds  in  thefe  countries,  at  lead  during,  fum- 
mer,  are  not  fo,  irregular  as  in  ours.  It  was 
paft  twelve  o'clhck.  at  noon  when  we  again 
took  boat,  and  caft  many  a  look  of  regret 
from  the  felucca  toward  the  paradife  of  Ifchia; 
the  inhabitants  of  which  had  afforded  us  great 
fatisfadilon.  They  are  a  well  made  people  ; 
and,  among  the  women,  you  meet  with  fome 
very  fine  faces.  Their  manners  too  are  kind 
and  animated ;  a,nd  in  the  expreffive  panto- 
mime of  look,  attitude,  and  gefticulatipn,  they 
are  not  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  Naples* . 

The  wind  was  with  us :  but  there  was  fp 
little  of  it  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  take 
to  their  oars,  and  we  were  three  hours  and  a 
half  on  the  fea  between  the  two  iflands.  When 
we  had  accompliftied  .the  bed  hilf  of  our 
paffage,  the  boatmen  fuddenly  threw  down 
their  oars  and  began  to  whittle.  The  good 
people  were  defirous  of  affording  us  an  unex- 
peded  fight ;  and  they  were  fuccefsful  in  their 
attempt.  A  quantity  of  dolphins  came  round 
us,  and  rofe  out  of  the  water,  with  curving 
bounds,  very  near  to  bur  veffel.  This  fpeftacle 
continued  a  confiderabFe  time,  and  we  faw 

Vol.  III.  M  many 
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many  coming  at  a  diftance.  Several  6f  them 
raifed  their  bodies  out  of  the  fea  but  a  few 
paces  from  us,  with  an  exprefEon  of  curiofity : 
a  pofition  which  it  appeared  they  could  only 
obtain  by  a  higher  bound  than  ufual,  and 
which  they  could  but  preferve  for  a  moment. 
One  of  the  boatmen  unfeafonably  daflied  the 
water  with  his  oar ;  and  from  that  inftant  they 
forfook  our  company,  although  we  continued 
to  whittle. 

You  fee  that  the  fable  of  Arion,whofefQng;. 
colleded  the  dolphins  around  him,  is  not  en- 
tirely without  foundation.  ' 

None  of  the  iflands  which  we  faw  on  our 
paflage  had  fo  wild  an  appearance  as  that  of 
Gapri ;  whofe  fliores  and  fummit  were  fteep, 
rocky,  and  cragged.  The  Greeks  called  it  Ca^ 
pria^  Caprca^  and  Capria :  the  Romans  C^- 
pra.  Auguftus  delighted  in  this  ifland,  and 
exchanged  the  much  greater  ifland  of  Ifchia 
for  it,  with  the  Neapolitans:  becaufe,  being 
very  credulous,  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  fickly 
Oak  which  he  thought  had  increafed  in  ftrength 
fince  his  arrival,  was  a  good  omen*.  A  fliort 
time  before  his  death,  he  pafled  four  days  in 
this  ifland,  and  was  very  much   delighted : 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  0£l.  c.  92  and;^. 

taking 
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taking  grfeat  pleafure  in  a  fport  which,  acdord- 
ing  to  the  ancient  manners  of  the  country,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  ftill  very  lively,  Was 
pra<fiifed  by  the  youth.  He  encouraged  and 
even  ^took  pleafure  in  their  jocularity,  and 
was  imufed  by  their  manner  of  fnatching  and 
eating  their  fruits.  His  ftepfon  and  fucceflbri 
TiberiuSj  chofe  this  beautiful  ifland  as  the 
fecret  fcene  of  his  deteftable  debaucheries.  As 
it  is  with  freedom  fo  it  is  with  folitude ;  it  en- 
ttobles  none  but  the  noble :  it  inqreafes  the 
vice  of  the  viciouS.  Tiberius'  refigned  him- 
felf  in  this  folitiide  to  his  lufts  and  his  mi* 
fanthrqpy ;  and  here  devifed  the  mod  fcan-- 
dalous  praftices,  and  the  moft  fanguinary 
cruelties*  Negle£ting  the  affairs  of  the  empire^ 
he  omitted  the  defence  of  important  places  ; 
and  fufFered  whole  provinces  to  be  ravaged 
by  the  enemy  unchaflifed** 

The  air  of  this  ifland,  like  that  of  Ifchia^  is 
very  healthy ;  which^  in  addition  to  its  fteep 
(hores^  induced  him  to  choofe  it  as  his  place 
of  abode*  Such  at  leaft  is  the  opinion  of  Ta- 
citus, that  deep  enquirer  into  the  motives  and 
adions  of  men  f:  for  this  ifland  is  only  ac- 
*  Suet*  in  Vita  Tib.  c.  40^-4^1  and  (Jo.  f  Tac.  iv.  cap.  16. 
M  a  cefliblc 
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ceflible  in  two  places ;  and,  as  may  be  feen  hi 
Suetonius,  only  iii  one  iii  his  time;  and  even 
there  for  none  but  fmall  veflels.  ^ 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Puccini  for  a 
thought  which  appears  to  me  very  probable. 
This  intelligent  man,  who  feels  with  all  the 
ardour  of  a  poet  and  reads  v/ith  all  the  acu- 
Cien  of  a  hiftorian,  conceives  this  choice  of 
Tiberius  to  have  been  deeply  political.  From 
this  hiding  place,  where  the  gloomy  tyrant 
had  concealed  himfelf  from  the  eyes  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  citizens  by  whom  he  was 
hated,  he  overlooked  the  fea,  kept  the  fleet 
which  lay  at  Mifenum  in  awe,  faw  the  fhips 
arriving  that  came  from  Egypt,  Barbary,  and 
Sicily,  which  fupplied  Rom^  with  com,  and, 
by  ifluing  his  orders,  could  have  famiflied  the 
city.  How  defirable  was  fuch  a  frtuation  for 
Tiberius;  who  was  not  a  driveller,  like  Clau- 
dius, nor  a'  frantic  monfter,  like  Caligula, 
Nero,  and  Domitian ;  but  a  capacious  plot- 
ting tyrant,  who  reduced  defpotifm  to  a  fyftem, 
and  whofe  w^ell  combined  projects  were  be-^ 
yond  the  abilities  of  his  facceflbrs*  For  this 
realbn,  though  the  Romans  of  his  age  endured 
their  chains  lefs  patiently  than  in  following 

gene- 
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generations,  yet  he  efcaped  the  fate  of  thofe 
odious  wretches,  and  died  in  his  bed. 
'  We  landed  at  a  village,  which  was  fituated 
between'  projeding  cliffs  in  a  verdant  and 
produd^ive  valley  ;  to  which  the  furrounding 
terrors  of  the  xqi^%  gave  additional  charms. 
Here,  as  in  the  iftand  of  Ifchia,  are  ftiady- 
groves  and  gardens  ;  and  here  too  thfe  air  is 
rendered  odoriferous,  by  fhrubs,  fruits,  and 
flowers.  '  '. 

I  fawTeveral  flowers  with  which  L  was  un- 
acquainted, and  found  the  double  red  ana^ 
gallis ;  which  is  very  plentiful  with  us,  except- 
that  it  is  fingle.  We  afcended  a  fteep  road 
to  the  little  town  of  Capri,  in  hopes  of  finding 
affes,  and  of  this  evening  vifiting  the  ruins  of 
one  of  the  palaces  of  Tiberius :  but  thefe  hopes 
were  deceitful. 

Though  late,  we  walked  on  the  fea  fhore  j 
and  found  the  ftrand  covered  with  multitudes 
of  round  pebbles,  and  very  frequently  among'  . 
them  circular  pieces  of  white  marble,  poliihed 
by  the  waves.  The  rocks  on  the  fhore  form 
arches,  and  projecting  cliffs;  one  of  which  foon 
fet  limits  to  our  walk.  We  found  corals  among 
the  flints  oiv  the  ftrand.     It  being  dark-,  we 

M  3  fer  ■ 
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faw  the   glowing    lava  of  Vefuvius ;  which 
rifes  immediately  oppofite  to  Capri. 

Early  on  the  jyth,  we  began  our  ride  up 
high  fteps,  by  gardens,  which  brought  us  into 
narrpw  paths,  that  led- among  blooming  treea 
^nd  fmall  fields,  till  the  country  became  more 
rude ;  yet  only  more  in  comparifon  with  the 
pleaf?int  places  through  which  we  had  pafl?d. 
We  faw  the  barley  in  full  ear.  The  higher 
parts  through  Which  we  rode  were  embelliflied 
with  a  beautiful  pyramidal  ornitbo^alum^  the 
flower  of  which  has  fix  white  leaves,  with  a 
tender  purple  line  in  the  middle. 

Large  foundations  remain  of  the  palace  of 
Tiberius  ;  with  halls,  and  ruins  of  two  pillars. 
A  hermit  now  lives  near  the  chapel  of  Santa 
Maria,  in  a  place  which  was  once  the  abode  of 
the  ruler  of  half  the  world.  Here  we  had 
the  grandeft  arid  moft  enchanting  fea  profpe£t 
that  I  had  ever  beheld.  We  overlooked  the 
whole  bay  of  Naples,  lying  between  the  'two 
much  greater  bays*  to  which  Gaeta  and  Sa- 
lerno give  their  names.  Beyond  this  is  the 
promontory  of  Licof^  ;  and  farther  than  that 
the  hill  of  Circe  ;  which  are  at  leaft  five-and- 
^werity  German  miles  (Jiftant;  from  each  other  \ 

but 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  167 

but  itic  beauty  of  the  furrounding  objeds  is    • 
of  much  greater  value  than  their  diftance. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  is  even 
more  enchanting  than  the  views  of  the  two 
other  bays.  The  fhores  which  it  prefents  are 
lofty  f  and  on  each  fide  of  them  are  feen  fix- 
teen  or  feventeen  ridges  of  mountains,  one 
behind  the  othen  The  promontory  of  Mafla 
towers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ifland  of  Capri  j 
from  which  it  is  only  about  half  a  German 
mile  diftant.  Beyond  the  fhores  of  the  two 
other  bays  the  lofty  Apennines  rife. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  rode  to  the  fouth  eaft 
part  of  the  ifland  j  where  we  alighted  from 
our  afles  and  climbed  a  fteep  footpath,  and 
then  made  as  fl:eep  a  defcent  through  a  cavity 
fbrmed  by  the  arching  rocks,  that  led  to  a 
grotto,  in  whicih  we  met  with  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  building.  One  of  the  palaces  of  Ti- 
berius doubtlefs  was  here.  This  might  pro- 
bably be  one  of  the  places  where,  according  to 
the  narrative  of  Su6tonius,  he  delivered  him- 
felf  up  to  the  moft  hateful  lafcivioufnefs,  among 
cragged  rocks  ^nd  caverns.  The  recolleftion 
of  this  monfter  aflbciates  itfelf  with  the  folemn 
gloom  of  the  wonders  of  the  fcene.  From  this 
rocky  hall  there  is*  a  profpecSt  toward  the  Tea. 

M4  In 
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In  the  Wue  diftance,  on  the  left,  lies  a  part  of 
the  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  ;  and>  to  the 
right,  the  neighbouring  rocks,  projeding  and 
overhanging  each  other.  You  cannot  fee  the 
Iky,  and  can  only  difcover  a  part  of  the  fea, 
vifibly  enclofed,  lying  deep  below  you,  and. 
of  a  dark  blue  cplour. 

Our  guides  called  thefe  caverns  Grotta  .  di 
Matrimon.  We  are  informed,  by  Tacitus, 
that  Tiberius  built  tv^elve  great  palaces  on 
this  ifland.  Suetonius  calls  one  of  thefe  pa- 
laces the  villa  of  Jupiter  ;  from  which  Upfiua 
conjectures  that  the  twelve  great  palaces  were 
dedicated  to  the  twelve  fuperior  deities*.  Ac- 
cording to  this  not  improbable  fuppofition, 
thefe  ruins,  to  which  the  people  have  appliecl 
the  word  Matrimony  may  have  been  a  buildiuj^ 
dedicated  to  the  mother  of  the  Gods:  or  the 
great  Mother:  Matrt  deorum^  vel^  Matri 
Magna :  that  is,  Cybele  *.  /      . 

Large  remains    of  refervoirs,  and  mofaic 

,  *  Among  the  plates  engraved  for  this  work,  there  is  one 
of  this  Grotto  5  after  an  excejlent  drawing  by  Profeflbr 
Rehberg,  now  living  in  Rome,  to  whom  my  thanks  are ^ 
due*  I  hope  to  fee  many  of  the  beautiliil  landfcapes  of 
this  German  artift  made  known  to  his  countrymen,  by 
t'he  means  of  engraving.  He  labours  witl^  uncommon 
alDduity,  and  ecu  amore. 

flooring 
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flooring,  are  found  on  the  foiith  fide  of  the 
illand.  People  were  employed  there  in  the 
fearch  of  antiquities,  at  the  expence  of  a  prin- 
cipal perfon  of  Naples.  Their  fuperintendant 
relates  tha?  pillars  and  other  valuable  anti- 
quities have  been  found,  but  no  ftatues :  pro* 
bably,  this  was  a  winter  palace  of  Tiberius, 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  lively,  and' 
full  of  gefticulation  j  like  thbfe  of  Ifchia;  An 
old.woman  was  raifed  to  a  kind  of  coiiiic  rap- 
ture at  the  fr^fh  coloured  cheeks  of  my  ibi^ 
and  at  his^  flaxen,  hair.  She  danced  round 
and  round  him,  threw  her  arms  in  the  air, 
and,  as  {he  had  no  caftagnetts,  fhe:  loudly 
fnapped  her  fore  tinge?  aad  thumb,  with  quick 
emotion,  and  fan^,  as  if  half  infpired  or  half  ^ 
crazy,  ^anto  e  beUjol  Sopra  bello  !  Setto  heltb  ! 
Tutto  helhi  O  quanto  UUo  !  How. beautiful 
he  is!  Beautiful  abo^e}  Beautiful  below  I 
Beautiful  every  where !    Oh  how  beautiful ! 

It  appeals  every  whew  common  with  the 
people  of  thefe  countries,  when  they  dance 
with  pallion,  to  thrpw'  up  their  arms;  and 
dancing  frequently  communicates  paffion,  and 
paffion  frequently  makes  them  dance#  I  once, 
in  Naples,  faw  one  woman  very  angry  with 
another.     After  a  ts>tttnt  rof  abufivc  language, 

flic 
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ijie  fuddenly  began  to  throw  up  her  arms, 
^nd  dance.  One  of  the  ancients  fomewhere 
mentions  the  terrible  Graces*  She  capered 
"with  the  intoxication  of  a  Bacchante,  now 
made  a  ipring,  remaining  in  the  fame  place, 
but  rifingupward  with  unconquerable  ftrength, 
then  flew  with  incredible  fwiftnefs  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  circle  formed  by  the  crowding 
fpedators,  again  fhot  like  an  arrow  froni  a 
bow  to  the  other  fide ;  flew  back,  flopped  for 
^  inftant  with  her  inflamed  countenance  in 
full  play,  exhaufted  her  gall  in  a  new  torrept 
of  abufe,  and  again  began  her  dance. 

In  our  rude  northern  climates,  the  limbs  are 
not  fo  fupple,  the  blood  U  not  fd  hot,  the  paf- 
iioas  are  not  fo  inflammatory. 

The  lefe  lively  infant,  in  conformity  to  our 
manners,  is  early  fubjeded  to  incapacitating 
reftraint.  The  common  people  are  too  fre^ 
quentlyt injured  by  labour,  and  by  contention 
with  the  angry  elements;  and  the  injuries  are 
increaled  becaufe  the  rudenefs  of  the  cli- 
mate iijcreafes  the  number  of  their  wants,  and 
the  mceflant  feverities  of  their  induflxy.  Thofe 
who  are  not  enfeebled,  but  rendered  hardy, 
become  ftiflf -  and  unwieldy :  at  leafl:  if  com-* 
pjired  to  the  agility  and  animation  of  the 

fQUth,  . 
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fouth.  Our  bodies,  lefs  pliant,  and  impelled 
by  juices  lefs  ardent,  bend  flowly  to  the  will  j 
and  do  not  harmonize  with,  do  not  participate 
of,  tl^e  ardent  foul  of  quick  fenfibility  j  like 
the  playful  inhabitants  of  thefe  climates*  Our 
geftures  and  our  attitudes  may  be  faid  to  ftut-^ 
ter,  compared  to  the  geftures  an^d  fpeaking  at> 
titudeS  of  the  Italians  ;  whofe  everv  motion  i$ 
a  word.  > 

Our  rolling  national  dance  cannot  be  faid  to 
pi£):ure  the  en^otions  of  the  mind.  It  is  no 
more  than  the  expreffion  of  a  thought,  or  ra-^ 
ther  of  ftn  incliqi^tion  :  yet  it  19  espreflion,*nd 
therefore  more  animated  than  the  cold  En-^ 
glilh  dance  j  and  morq  natural  than  the  capri- 
cious, regulated,  fna^es  of  the  French,  which 
kind  of  dance,  in  reality,  is  as  void  of  mean- 
ing as  the  Englifji.  Nor  h^s  it  mych  more 
apimation:  though  it  has  more  pf  the  imW 
tation,  the  appearance  of  mirth ;  and  this  imi- 
tation epmrnunicates  the  femblance  of  jocu- 
larity, to  youth.  Variety,  precifion,  and  the 
foul  of  expreffion  are  not  difcoverable,  by 
me,  in  any  of  thefe  dances  :  nor,  till  I  came 
to  Italy,  had  I  any  idea  of  the  dance  of  the 
Greeks ;  which  was  made  a  ferious  part  of  . 
the  education  of  t:heir  noble  yputl^, 
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I  Not  that  I  have  feen  any  dances, in  Italy 
evidently  intended  for  moral  putpofes ;  but 
they  are  full  of  expreffion,  full  of  life,  and 
of  creative  faculties  ;  and  they  appear  to  prove 
that  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  the  accounts 
-  given  us  of  the  moral  attention  paid  to  the 
art  of  dancing  and  of 'its  dignity. 

For  this,  reafon  the  art  was  fo  highly  ho- 
noured by  the  Greeks  of  the  earlieft  ages. 
Isomer  celebrates  Meriones  for  having  been 
a  good  dancer  ;-and,  in  another  place,  he  fay^, 

HoM.  II.  xiii.  730,  31. 

To  fome  the  powers  of  bloody  war  belong, 

^o  f6mc  the  dance,  thelyre^  th4  charms  of  fong*. 

PovE,  b.  xiii.  915* 

Socrates  was  not  aihamed  of  exercifmg  him- 
lelf  in  dancing  ;  and  hiftory  has  preferved  the 
name  Calliphron,  the  dancing  matter  of  the 
great  Epaminondas.  An  ancient  poet  has  ex-» 
hibited  even  the  Zeus  dancing  : 

hi  the  midft  of  them  danced  the  father  of  the  gods  and 
men, 

*  I  have  again  been  obliged  to  vary  from  Pope,    T. 

2  Thq 
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The  danc6  conlHtuted  a  part  of  the  tnufii 
of  the  ancients :  for  this  mufic  included  both 
poetry  and  dancing.  It  was  the  gymnaftic  of 
the  foul :  for,  as  the  body  was  rendered  more 
fupple  and  powerful  by  it,  fo  was  the  harmo- 
nic concord  of  the  foul  the  great  end  of  mufic. 
The  arts  of  intonation  and  of  dancing  were 
very  frequently  connenSed  with  lyric  poems: 
at  leaft  with  fuch  kind  of  poems  as  confift'of 
ftrophe,  antiftrophe,  and  epode.  A;nbng  the 
odes  of  Pindar,  we  find  fome  the  fl:rophe  and 
antiftrophe  of  which  each  confift  of  feventeen 
verfes ;  and  the  epode  of  thirteen. 

By  this  union  of  poetry,  mufic,  and  dancing, 
and  only  by  this,  was  the  ear  of  the  auditor, 
■who  was  likewife  a  fpeftator,  enabled  to  con- 
ceivejhe  exifting  harmony  between  theftrophe 
and  the  antiftrophe,   and  the  connexion  of 
both  with  the  epode,  and  to  enjoy  them  ;  but 
not  without  the  aid  of  the  eye.     I  conjefture 
that  the  dance,  which  was  accompanied  by 
the  fong  of  the  dancer,did  not  confift  in  fprings 
and  bounds ;  but  meafiired  fteps,  regulated  by 
'    the   mufic,  arid  accompanied  by  gefticulation. 
of  the  arms.     During  the  fong  of  the  ftrophe, 
the  dancers  turned  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft, 
returned  with  the  antiftrophe  from  the  weft 
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to  the  ^afti  and  ftobd  ftUl  while  the  epodei 
waa  fung.  It  may  eafily  be  conceived  that^ 
animated. as  the  Greek  rhythmusis,  its  har- 
monic connexion,  duritig  the  vaft  cir^iuit  if  I 
may  fo  fay  of  tlie  rhythmic  period,  would 
have  efcaped  the  ear,  had  not  tmion  and  ex-* 
preffion  been  communicated  by  mufic  and 
dancing ;  of  which  W€l  perhaps  can  only  form 
n  very  inadequate  idea* 

The  greater  the  cfFeds  that  wfere  produced 
upon  thefe  people^  by  dancing  and  mufic,  the 
Inore  natural,  wife,  and  neceffary^  it  was  to 
limit  them  by  determinate  rules*  This  was  at 
leaft  the  cafe  in  fome  republics^  that  were  fub-  • 
jed  to  the  Doric  laws*  By  fuch  means  only 
could  mufic,  like  the  gymnaftic  cxercifes,  be 
capable  of  moral  worth :  as  it  would  other- 
wife  have  been  injurious'  to  the  too  inflam- 
mable palTipns.  Dancing  was  combined  with 
mufic,  and  poetry  with  both,  in  the  mod  an- 
cient ages  of  the  eaftern  nations.  We  find,  in 
the  contents  or  titles  of  many  of  the  pfalms, 
not  only  the  inftrument,  by  which  the  pfalm 
was  accompanied,  defcribed,  but  likewife  the 
number  of  the  firings  of  this  inftrument* 

When  the  royal  poet  caufed  the  ark  to  be 
removed  from  the  houfe  of  Abinadab,  in  G> 

beah,^ 
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beah,  **  David  and  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
"played  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of 
**  inftruments,  made  of  fir  wood,  even  on 
"  harps,  and  on  pfalteries,  and  on  timbrels, 
**  and  on  cornets,  and  on  cymbals  *.*' 

And  again,  when ,  after  three  months  the 
ark  of  Gjod  was  brought  from  the- houfe  of 
Obed  £dom,  the  Gittite,  into  the  city  of  Da- 
vid, that  "  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with 
**  all  his  might ;  and  David  was  girded  witH 
"  a  linen  ephod.  So  David  and  all  the  houfe 
"  of  Ifrael  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
**  with  fhouting,  and  with  the  found  of  the 
"  trumpet  f." 

Why  fliould  I  recall  to  your  recolledion 
things  fo  well  known  as  tbe  warlike  Pyrrhic 
dances  of  the  Greeks,  or  thofe  of  their  ban- 
quets ?  You  likewife  know  how  Hippoclides, 
the  Athenian,  who  was  one  of  the  fuitors  of 
Agarifta  the  daughter  of  Clifthenes,  the  tyrant 
of  Sicyon,  had  almoft  won  the  palm,  when  all 
his  hopes  were  killed  byimmodeftyin  dancing. 
Clifthenes  withheld  his  difapprobation  even 
when  the  youth  flood  on  his  head  on  a  table  : 
but,  as  foon  as  in  this  pofition  he  be^an  to 
throw  his  legs  in  the  air,  and  gefticulate   as 

♦  Sam.vi.  5,  f  V,  14,  15, 

I  if 
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if  with  Ills  arms,  Clifthenes  exclaimed,  fl  irai 

Tio-cLvJ^pov^  aTco^^accarye  fJinv  top  yxfJLov* 

O,  fon  of  Tyfandr^s,  you  have  danced  away  your  bride*! 

A  defcription  of  a  dance  of  the  ancients, 
which  they  called  the  Hormos^  that  is,  the 
neck  band,  is  preferved  by  ^ucian  j  and  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  fo  charming  that  I  cannot 
forbear  to  cite  the  paflage. 

**  The  Hormos  is  a  dance  performed  by 
^  young  men  and  young  women,  who  are 
*'  iilterchangeably  arranged,  one  behind  the 
**  other,  in  the  form  of  a  neck  band.  A 
"youth,  dancing,  leads  the  ring,  with  fuch 
*'  attitbdes  as  may  be  ferviceable  to  him  in 
**  war.  A  Virgin  modeftly  follows,  dancing 
*'  with  female  foftnefs :  fo  that  the  Hormos 
**  weaves  a  garland  of  graceful  modefty  and 
"  courage  f.'' 

The-  Ionic  dance  was  notorious  for  its  vo- 
luptuoufnels.  It  is  a  complaint,  with  Horace, 
that  young  women  in  his  time  were  inftruded 
in  this  dance. 

Motus  doceri  gatidet  lonlcos 
Matura  virgo^  etfingitur  arttbus 
Jam  nunc^  et  incejhs  amores 
De  tenero  meditatur  ungui. 

Lib.  ill.  ode  6. 

*  Herod,  vi.  i^6.  f  hxtaav  vt^i  'P^x^ffiaf. 

With 
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With  pKant  limbs  the  tender  maid 
Now  joys  to  learn  the  .ftiamelefs  trade 


quence  ot  this  oath. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  in  Italy  that  per- 
ibns^  who  have  been  bitten  by  the  Tarantula, 
can  only  be  cured  by  dancing ;  and  not  by 
that,  unlefs  the  mufician  fhall  play  an  air  that 
fuits  the  temper  of  the  patient :  which  he  can 
only  difcover  by  repeated  trials.  This  opi- 
nion, the  truth  of  which  I  fhall  leave  to  future 
enquiry,  as  t  hope  to  hear  more  of  it  in  Apu- 
lia, evidently  proves  the  power  afcribed  by  the 
Italians  to  dancing  accompanied  by  mufic  :  a 
power  which  is  indubitably  proved  by  a  vari- 
ety of  experiments. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  failed  with  a  brifk  gale 
from  Capri ;  and  faw  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Vol.  hi.  N  the 
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the  appearance  of  which  is  evert  wilder  than 
that  of  the  north.  The  hollow  cliffs,  dread- 
ful to  view,  refifting  the  raging  waves,  now 
tower  perpendicularly,  and  now  prefent  them- 
felves  in  fantaftic  forms. 

We  pafled  the  promontory  of  Mafla :  or, 
as  it  is  called.  Campanile  di  Majpi :  the  belfry 
of  Mafla.  It  is  thus  named  by  the  Italians 
from  their  cuftom  of  ere£ling  towers,  for  their 
bells,  not  upon  but  befide  their  churches.  By 
the  ancients  it  Was  called  the  promontory  of 
Minerva. 

We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Mafla; 
where  we  hired  mules,  and  rode  to  Sorento. 
At  firfl:,  we  afcended  a  very  fteep  height :  after 
,  which  the  road  became  more  level,  but  conti- 
nually pleafant.  AH  the  produdions  of  earth 
feem  to  embellifli  thefe  coafl:s.  Befide  the  lefs 
agreeable  olive,  the  beautiful  oak  rifes :  the 
cytlfiiS'laburjium  grows  wild  in  the  hedges ; 
which  it  decorates  with  its  lovely  grape  formed 
flower. 

That  beautiful  fpecies  of  fpartium,  which 
our  gardeners  call  Spanifli  broom  and  which 
is  preferved  in  the  hot  houfe  in  winter,  here 
grows  wild  with  its  yellow  butter  flower ;  and^ 

like 
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like  the  bloom  of  the  cytifus^  is  delightful  both 
to  the  fight  and  the  fmell.  The  fpartium  and 
the  medicago  arhorea^  the  cytifas  of  Virgil^ 
flower  in  Italy  in  the  winter. 

The  whole  hill  above  us  was  fhaded  with 
lofty  trees  ;  and  we  faw  the  fea  on  the  left : 
having  afcended  to  a  great  height,  riding 
through  zigzag  roads  among  groves  of  orange^, 
citron,  and  various  fruits  in  bloom,  till  we 
came  to  Sorento. 

The  age  in  which  this  place  was  founded 
is  uucertain  :  but  it  is  of  high  antiquity.  It 
was  generally  believed,  among  the  ancients, 
that  it  derived  its  name  of  Surrentum  from 
the  Sirens.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  naked 
rocks,  that  project  from  the  promontory  of 
Miffa,  or  thofe  fmaller  cliffs  that  face  Sorento, 
could  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  ifland  of 
the  mdodious  Sirens.  Homer  mentions  the 
ifland  of  the  Sirens :  but  he  llkewife  tells 
us  they  fang  in  flowery  meadows.  That  the 
charming  ifland  of  Homer  lay  between  the 
promontory  of  Circe  and  the  gulphs  of  Sicily 
is  certain :  but  I  fliould  rather  feek  it  in  the 
vicinity  of  thefe  gulphs.  We  find  that,  aftey 
Ulyflis  and  his  companions  had  paflTed  the. 
N  2  ifland, 
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ifland,  they  heard  the  thunder,  and  faw  the 
fmoking  billows,  of  Scylla  *. 

Now  all  at  once  tremendous  feezes  unfold ; 
Thunder'd  the  deeps,  the  fmoking  billows  rollM  ! 

Pope,  Od.  xii.  v.  240. 

Sorento  is  built  in  a  verdant  valley,  which 
is  fituated  upon  the  hill.  Nature  has  rendered 
this  valley  inaccefEble  from  the  fea  on  all 
fides :  for  the  rocks,  which  are  in  the  form 
of  a  fickle,  are  high  and  fteep.  Protedled 
from  the  fouth  and  the  eaft  by  the  hill,  re- 
freftied  by  the  fea  breeze  from  the  weft  and 
the  north,  vifited  by  the  afternoon  fun,  and 
fheltered  from  lh,e  north  wind  by  the  heights 
beyond  Naples  and  Pofilipo,  this  valley  en- 
joys an  eternal  fpring.  It  is  watered  by  the 
rivulets  of  the  mountain  ;  and  the  quick  de- 
fcent  of  the  fhores  prevents  the  water  from 
forming  marihcs.  The  odour,  from 'the  buds, 
flowers,  aromatic   fhrubs,  and  plants,  is   fo 


♦  ■'■■■'■  When  I  wrote  this,  I  had  not  feen  the  cliffs 
which  are  fituated  in  the  bay  of  Salerno,  on  the  further 
fide  of  tlie  cape  of  Sorento,  cMcd  Le  GalU,  and  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  be  the  ifland  of  the  Sirens:  though  they 
are  very  fmaU, and  barren.  •'  .  ..  ..  • 

'  .  ftrong. 
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ftrorig,  that  it  penetrates  and  fills  the  ftreets 
and  houfes.  The  breezes  from  the  fea  and 
the  mountain  fport'  with  thefe  lovely  odours  ; 
andy  by  purifying  the  atmofphere,  prevent 
them  from  becoming  too  powerful. 

In  the  evening,  we  went  on  board  a  fifh- 
xngbos^t,  and  rowed  along  the  coaft.  As  the 
rocky  fhore  is  fteep  and  the  houfes  of  the " 
town  are  built  in  the  valley,  which  lies  rather 
under  the  rocks,  we  were  obliged  to  fail  tole- 
rably far  into  the  iea,  before  we  could  difco- 
ver  the  little  town.  From  its  produce  it  carries 
on  a  confiderable  tirade  with  Naples  ;  and  its 
ftrand  fwarms  with  bufy  and  reftlefs  mariners. 
Under  what  is  properly  the  town,  the  rocks 
frequently  rife  perpendicular  from  the  fea ; 
and  frequently  affbtd  a  fmall  bank,  for  boats 
and  fi^ftiermen.  Steps  are  cut  in  the  rock, 
through  fuch  openings  as  lead  to  the  ftrand  ;* 
from  which  too  there  are  roads  cut,  in  a  lateral 
and  zig  zag  direftiop/ 

Wherever  nature  affords  little  plats  among 
the  rocks,  gardens  are  planted  j  and,  among 
the  inaccefTible  cliffs,  wild  fhrubs  and  flowers 
peep.  I  never  made  fo  charming  a  little  trip 
as  this,  or  one  fo  diverfified  in  its  beauties : 
nor  fliall  I  ever  forget  the  high  rock,  fronting 

N  3  the 
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the  garden  of  a  Capuchin  monaftcry,  which 
rofe,  like  a  watch  tower,  braving  the  angry 
waters.  As  we  rowed  round  into  a  fmaH  bay^ 
we  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  monk,  fpreading  nets 
to  catch  qqails  in  a  verdant  part  of  the  gain' 
den  th^t  was  over-arched  with  trees.  j 

Like  moft  of  the  hills  of  thefe  fhores,  that 
on  which  Sorento  ftands  is  cleft  in  many 
places,  and  over  thefe  cavities  bridges  arebuilti^ 
as  oyer  rivers.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 8th^ 
we  defcended  one  of  thefe  cliffs,  through 
which  a  rushing  ftream  poured  its  waters. 
Lofty  trees  incline  their  branches  from  the 
upper  edge;  others  grow  blooming  belowij; 
and,  between  thcpi,  luxuriant  flxrubs,  min- 
gled with  innumerable  aromatic  plants  and 
flowers.  We  fat  fome  hours- befide  the  rivur 
let  in  tliis  cooling  cavity ;  dnd.  faw,  opening 
in  front  above  us,  a  high  rocky  grotto,  lined 
with  mofs,  round  which  the  ivy,  kept  in  mo- 
tion by  the  air,  fpread  itfelf,  forming  a  thin 
curtain. 

The  vegetables  and  fruits  of  Sorento  are 
excellent.  We  met  with  lenjons,  which  we 
could  not  fpan  with  both  hands ;  and  fweet 
oranges,  whiqh^  for  fize,  odour,  and  tafte,  were 
not  inferior  to  the  famous  oranges  of  Malta^ 
5  :  Milk 
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Milk  and  butter  are  equally  good  ;  and  the 
veal  of  Sorento  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  bell  in 
Italy.  The  water  is  cooling,  and  clear ;  and 
the  wine,  which  in  colour  refembles  Bur- 
gundy, has  fome  ftrength  :  but  it  is  acid,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  know  how  tp  preferve  it 
above  a  yeart".  Galen  long  ago  remarked  that 
the  wine  of  Sorento  did  riot  become  mild  in 
lefs  tfean  ten  years ;  and  I  am  well  affured  that^ 
if  proper  nveans  Were  taken  and  it  were  treated 
in  a  different  manrler,  it  would  be  excellent 
and  miintain  its  ancient  fame.  Ovid  cele- 
brates the  noble  vines  of  the  Sorentine  hills. 

■  Surrefitino getjtrofos palmitc  colics** 

-  Rich  in  all  the  giftfe  of  nature,  enibelHfhed 
with  all  thecharrhs  thdt.feas,  and  rocks,  and 
hills,  and  dales,  and  rivulets,  and  groves, 
ftirubs,  fruits, -and i flowers,  can  afford,  in  all 
their  various  and  loveliefl:  changes,  [this  little 
people  live  as  it  w.ere  proteded  by  their  fitua- 
tion,  fecured  under  the  moft  friendly  atmo- 
fpherc,  and  endowed  with  all  the  profufioa 
that  can  delight  the  heart  of  man. 

The  filk  manufactory  maintains  toany  peo- 

*  Mctam.  XV.  710.  Surrentine  hilU,  that  generous  wine 
produce. 

N  4  pie  J 
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pie  J  and  here,  as  well  as  in  Capri,  the  wofiieii 
are  often  feen  or^  the  tops  of  their  flat  houf^s, 
or  fitting  at  their  doors,  with  their  Uttle  ftools; 
weaving  ribbons.  There  you  fee  th^  pftHfhe4 
rofy  threads  pafs  through  their  fun-burnt  Sut 
gers,  while  from  houfe  to  hovife  they  con-, 
yerfe  with  each  other  acrpft  the  I  ftreet,  QV 
with  men  at  work  below  them,  and  with  fuch 
animation  that  there  fe^ms  to  be  a  conteft 
tjetvveen  their  hands  and  their  tongues,  w^iicH 
can  move  the  f^fteft.  ' 

The  rocks  befide  the  fea,  as  well  as  little  in- 
filiated  cliffs,  are  covered  with  akiodof  white 
flime^  which  is  occafionally  difcharged  by 
the  water.  The  fame  thing  happens  likewife 
at  Pofilipo.  While  it  remains  humid,  it 
emits  a  pleafant  fmell ;  and,  when  dry,  or-^ 
naments  the  ,ftone  with  a  kind  of  white  ta- 
peftry.  The  arpmatic  coaft  of  Sprento  is  cele- 
brated by  Italian  writers.  The  author  of  the 
Life  of  Taflb  fpeaks  of  the  lidi  odtriftri  del 
mare  :  the  /odoriferous  fhores  of  the  fea. 

This,  great  poet  was  born  in  Sorento,  in 
the  year  1544.  Mafla  it  is  true  likewife  claims 
this  honour  ;  but' it  appeats  that  Sorento  was 
the  place  of  his  birth,  or  at  leaft  that  he  fpent 
his  early  youth  in  this  town. 

Happy 
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Happy  poet !  whofe  tender  foul  was  fufccp- 
tible  of  all  the  impreflions  which,  under  the 
ipildeft  of  climates,  great  and  beautiful  nature 
could  aflbrd  !  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Bergamo^dL  ^onfiderable  town  in  the  Ven^iaii 
territories:  for  which  reafon  the  Venetians 
claim  a  right  in  Taflb/  Thus  have  three 
towns  Goiitefbed  the  tionour  of  producing  a 
poet,  whofe  delightful  numbers  have  been 
tranflated  into  all  the  dialeds  of  It^^ljr  and 
Sicily*/  '  -  .:  '         : .       '  . 

The  citizens  of  Sorento,  with  true  national 
pride,  fhewed  us  the  houfe  in  which  the  im- 
mortal poet  was  born.; 'Though  inferior  in 
fublimity  and  fire  to  the  great  Dante,  atnd  iii 
fulnefs  and  in  richnefs  of  imagination  to  the 
luxuriant  Ariofto,  he  is  one  of  the  three  great 
poets  of  modern  Italy,  who  have  done  honour 
pot  only  to  their  own  country- but  to  all  man- 
Jcind:  fdr  all  manjcind  are  infallibly  j  aft  to 
men  of  extraordinary  genius,  and  fuch  men 
4o  not  properly  belong  to  any  fmgle  country. 
t        '  ' '  "  ■  - 

"^  Lo  Taffv  Napdetam^  zoe  La  Gierofalemine  Libb^rata  de 
lo  Jio  Torquato  Tajfoy  vatata  q  LLengua  nofta  ;  da  GrabUle 
F^fano,  Napole,  1689.  This  is  the  title  of  a  folio  tran- 
flatipn  of  Taflb,  into  the  Neapolitan  dialed,  which  is  in 
my  pofleflTion.     T, 

J  His 
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His  chafte  M^fe  was  infpired  with  th«  pure 
love  of  the  true  and  the  beautiful ;  and,  de- 
firpu?  only  of  deferving  praife,  without  feeking 
the  appla\ife  of  the  multitude,  he  obtaiaed  the 
garland  of  glory  from  their  hands ;  >yhich  he 
will  ever  preferve. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  on  mules  from 
SprentQ  to  CaJlelUa-Mare.  A  road  is  cut  in 
the  bill ;.  which,  at  leaft  in  many  places,  is  al*- 
nj^oft  impaflable.  The  yariouj  fceacsl  of  nature, 
with  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  entertain 
you  in  this  long  letter^  were  here  again  dif- 
coverable;  and,  in  addition  to  their  other 
ch?irms,  werQ  dreadftilly  fublime.  Compared 
to  this  day's  jaunt,  in  which  we  fpent  foiir 
hours  and  were  frequently  obliged  to  alight 
and  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  on  foot, 
the  paffage  of  Mount  Cenis,  which  yet  has 
its  terrors,  is  an  eafy  high  road. 

,  The,  nightingale  faliited  us  fromthe  young 
chefnut  groves..  The  fpacious  profped  of  the 
fea. opened  upon  us,  and  at  lall  we  beheld^ 
lying  at  our  feet,  the  littlp  town  of  Cajiell^a^ 
Mare ;  where  the  fhips  of  the  royal  navy  are 
built,  and  from  which  they  are  launched. 
This  place  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  woody 
mountain,  and  enjoys  a  healthy  and  cool  air. 

:  '        The 
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The  king  fpends  the  hotteft  part  of  the  fuin- 
m^r  here,  in  Cpmpany  with  his  family  and  a 
fniall  train. 

.  On  the  place  where  CaJlelUa-Mare  now 
ftands,  the  ancient  town  of  Stabia  once  flood  ; 
which,,  like  Pompeii  and  Heraclea*,  wa* 
buried  in  the  year  79  by  the  eruption  of  Vc* 
fuvius. 

The  healthy  air  of  this  place  is  mentioned 
by  Galen. 

We  took  poft  horfes  at  CaJlelUa-Mafe^  and  ; 
returned  to  Naples  by  the  way  of  TCorrc 
deV  Annunciata^  Torre  del  Greco^  and  Portici. 
All  the  country  was  in  a  high  ftate  of  culti- 
vation. .  Amorig  other  plants,  the  borago  is 
reared ;  the  blue  flowers  of  which,  in  Ger-» 
jnany^  we  fometimes  mi?L  witJiQur  failed,  ll 
is  eaten  by  the  Italians  as  fpinagie.  Here 
iikewife  whole  fields  of  white  poppies  are 
feen  ;  from  which  laudanum  is  produced. 
-  I  ant  now  preparing:  for  my  journey  iilto 
the  fouthern  provinces  of  this  kingdom,  and 
to  Sicily.  ,         ;  '  :    /  i 

•  I  have ,  been   detained    in  thefe  fortunate 
fields  by  innumerable  grand  objeds.     How 

much  has  this  little  journey  of  five  days  ex* 

*  Hcrculaneum. 

ceedcd 
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ceeded  my  expedtations  !  I  hope  I  have  not 
vifited  Sorento  and  Ifchia  for  the  laft  time.  I 
hope,  at  the  end  of  fummer,  far  from  the 
tumult  of  cities,  to  refide  in  thefe  plains  of  pa- 
radife ;  which  are  more  lovely  and  beautiful 
than  any  that  I  had  ever  beheld  before. 


Bi 


LETTE]^    LXXVm, 

*  Saleino,  28th  April  179:2; 

BEFORE  I  undertook  my  journey 
through  Puglia,  Calabria,  and  Sicily,  I  was 
defirous  of  vifiting  the  grand  remains  of  the 
ancient  Greek  town  of  Paftum^  or  Pe/io^  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  while  the  air  is  not 
yet  dangerous.  For  this  purpo.fe,  taking  Ni4 
colovius  and  JacobF  along  with  me,  1  yefter-? 
day  mornipg  rode  to  Salerno.  :  f ' ' 

At  Portici,  we  were  joined  by  our  friends  x 
the  two  MefSeurs  D'roft,  from  Miinfter,  with 
their  companions,  Mr.  Vicarius  Biingens,  and 
Captain  Colfon. 

As  far  as  Pompeii,  the  CQuntries  we  faw 

were 
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were  not  unknown  to  us.  Thofe  we  after- 
ward came  too  were  equally  fertile,  and  varie* 
gated  in  their  views  and  objeds :  efpecially 
on  tkis  fide  of  the  little  town  of  Nocera  di  t 
P/2^^/;  which,  by  the  Romans,  was  called 
Nuceria  Alfaterna'^ ;  \\\\  ^  colony  was  fent 
thither,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  who  then 
called  it  Nuceria  Conjiantia.  It  feems  to  have 
derived  its  prefent  naiiie  from  the  Saracens, 
by  whom  it  was  conquered  ;  and  who,  in  the 
middle  ages,  were  frequently  denoted  by  the 
epithet  Pagani :  or  Pagans. 

We  already  faw  both  wheat  and  oats  in  ear. 
We  rode  over  woody  hills,  and  through  a 
charming  narrow  valley  ;  which  hills  ftrongly 
reminded  me  of  the  Bergjlrajfe^  that  lies  be- 
tween Darmftadt  and  Heidelberg.  Here  we 
met  with  equal  induftry  of  agriculture  but 
greater  fertility,  from  lands  that  lie  under 
the  influence  of  fo  mild  a  climate.  Thefe 
national  recolledtions  were  foon  loft  in  the  de- 
lightful little  valley  that  lies  between  La  Cava 
and  Vietri ;  where,  far  below  us,  a  clear  ri- 
vulet now  winds  through  herbage  and  groves, 
and  now  ruflies  among  the  rocks. 
.    This  valley  is  juftly  held  to  be  the  moft 

*CluY.Ital.  Ant,  : 

beautiful 
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beiutiful  place  in  Italy.  It  is  a  calm  httie^ 
ficent  retreat,  inviting  all  that  are  capable  to 
the  ^enjoyment  of  nature. 

'  Having  arrived  at  Vietri,  you  are  fuddenly 
furprifed  by  a  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno, 
with  its  craggy  Ihores  and  promontories,  that 
are  fhaded  by  high  trees,  and  that  form  fmall 
gulphs,  among  the  cliffs  and  grottos,  in  de- 
lightful variety.  The  town  of  Salerno  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  great  bay  to  which  it  gives  its  name* 
Formerly,  when  Pefto  flourifhed  and  was 
•  known  by  its  ancient  Greek  nanxe,  it  was 
called  the  bay  of  Pojidonia. 

We  departed  early,  before  fun  rife  ;  and 
found  the  country,  between  Salerno  and  Pefto, 
extremely  fruitful,  and  rich  in  foliage.  The 
unhealthinefs  of  the  air  is  injurious  here  to 
agriculture,  becaufe  inhabitants  are  wanting. 
The  marfhy  places  are  chiefly  the  paftures  of 
herds  of  buffaloes.         . 

We  paffed  a  ferry  ^over  the  Silaro,  the  Si^ 
liirus  of  the  ancients,  which  was  the  territorial 
boundary  between  the  Luca?ii  and  the  Picen^ 
fihi :  or  Plce7iu  Few  corn  fields  are  feen  oa 
the  farther  fide  of  the  river :  but  the  fpon- 
taneous  vegetation  is  luxuriant.  Here  I  met 
with  many  to  me  unknown  flowers. "  The  red 

adonis 
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adonis  grotvs  wild  ;  and  I  faw  the  cerch  Jtlt^ 
quajlrum^  or  tree  of  Judias,  covered  with  its 
beautiful  red  papilionaceous  flower.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  call  it  platano  ;  though  it  has 
nothing  in  common  with  \Sx<t  platanus ;  and 
others  gu%%a-pino;  becaufe  it  bears  leaves  and 
has  no  prickles. 

The  ruins  of  Pofidonia  appertain  to  the  moft 
ancient  remains  of  Grecian  architeiSture.  They 
are  evidently  of  an  age  when  the  art  had  ac- 
quired its  higheft  character  of  dignified  fim- 
plicity :  an  age  which  in  Greece  was  called' 
the  age  of  Pericles,  who  lived  above  four 
hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrifl*. 

There  are  Ukewife  the  remains  of  a  gate  ; 

*  When  I  wrote  this  I  had  met  with  no  good  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  temple  of  Minerva  in  Athens,  which  was  re- 
built by  Pericles  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Per- 
fians.  I  have  now  feen  an  engraving  of  this  noble  building, 
in  the  Archaologia  Graca  of  Potter,  and  remark  that  there 
are  pedeftals  to  the  pillars.  In  the  temple  of  Neptune,  at 
Pofidonia,  the  pillars  reft  immediately  on  the  ground ;  ac- 
cording to  the  moft  ancient  manner  of  the  Doric  archi- 
te£lure.  It  therefore  appears  that  this  temple  of  Nep- 
tune is  mote  ancient  than  the  temple  of  Minerva,  built  by 
Pericles ;  whith  was  likewife  called  Parthenion^  or  the 
temple  of  the  virgin^  The  refemblance  between  thefe 
temples  is  ftriking. 

and 
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and  of  the  city  Wall,  which  was  twenty-djC 
Neapolitan  palms  in  breadth  5  (The  Neapof 
litan  and  Sicilian  palm  is  the  extent  of  the 
ipan,  including  the  firft  joint  of  the  thumb.)} 
and,  befide  ^hefe,  there  are  the  pillars  of  three 
very  large  buildings  ftanding*  The  hindmoft 
appears  to  have  been  a  bafilica,  or  hall  of  juf- 
ticej  and  the  two  others  Were  temples.  Of 
thefe  three  buildings,  that  which  is  in  the  mid- 
dle was  evidently  the  grandeft* 

This  has  been  properly  called  the  temple; 
of  Neptune :  the  ancient  town  having  been 
dedicated  to  that  deity,  and  from  his  Greek 
n^Lm^^PoJidony  called  Pojidonia.  In  the  breadth 
of  the  temple  there  are  fix  pillars,  and  four- 
teen in  length  ;  therefore,  thirty-fix  in  the  cir- 
cumference. They  are  each  forty-three  palms 
in  height;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  have 
one-and-twenty  flutings,  J^ia^uo-^cctccj  Jiria^ 
turasy  cannduresy  but  without  pedeftals,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Doric  manner.  Neither 
have  the  pillars  of  the  two  other  buildings 
any  pedeftals  :  though  their  too  great  tapering 
appears  to  denote  an  age  when  the  beauty  of 
proportion  had  not  been  difcovered  ;  at  leaft 
not  with  fufficient  accuracy.     For  this  reafon, 

both 
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both  thefe  buildings  fufiered  yery  much  ;  whea 
compared  to  the  temple  of  Neptune. 

This  temple  confifts  of  three  ailes.  Upon 
the  two  middle  rows  of  pillars  others  of  a  lefs 
iize  are  conftrudled,  which  likewife  are  Doric. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  v^all,  that  ran  between  the 
outward  and  the  next  row  of  pillars  ;  as  fome 
traces  feem  to  denote.  If  fo,  the  temple  mull 
have  had  five  ^ules.  The  architrave  and  the 
frieze  are  in  good  prcfervation  :  as  likewife  ia 
a  great  part  of  both  the  frontifpieces. 

The  whole  has  a  combined  chara(fter  of 
beauty,  grindeur,  and  fimplicity;  compared 
to  which,  the  ijiobleft  buildings  of  ancient 
Rome  would  appear  Infighificant. 

The  bafilica  has  nine  pillars  in  breadth^ 
eighteen  in  length,  and  fifty  in  circumference. 
The  other  temple  has  fix  pillars  in  breadth, 
thirteen  in  length,  and  thirty-four  in  circum- 
ference. All  thefe  pillars  are  fluted.  Thefe 
ftruftutes  are  of  a  kind  of  porous  fl:one,  which 
Is  called  travertino  j  with  which  St.  Peter's  at 
Rome  is  built. 

Such  are  the  noble  monuments  of  Greek  art, 
that  had  remained  many  centuries  unobferved 
by  antiquaries,  when  the  fcholar  of  a  painter 
of  Naples,  while  he  refided  at  Capaccio,  a  little 

Vol.  III.  O  town 
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town  that  is  built  on  the  hill  near  Pefto,  diC* 
covered  them  from  a  hill  as  he  was  walking 
toward  the  fea.  As  foon  as  he  returned  ta 
Naples,  he  gave  an  enthufiaftic  relation  of 
what  he  had  feen  to  his  mafter ;  who  went 
with,  him  to  view  the  great  ruins,  and  pub- 
lifhed  the  difcovery  to  the  world. 

Immediately  beneath  the  ancient  city  wall 
a  rivulet  runs,  which  has  a  petrifying  quality 
that  was  remarked  as  early  as  Strabo.  Its 
banks  are  reedy,  and  fome  little  hoUofw  pil- 
lars bear  evident  marks  of  being  themfelves 
petrified  reeds.  I  tafted  the  water  and  thought 
it  brackifh ;  and  indeed  the  inhabitants  call  it, 
Fiumefalfo :  or  fait  river. 

Cluverius  found  it  freflb:  but  he  pofTibly 
tafted  it  at  another  feafon  of  the  year,  and  cer- 
t2dnly  at  fome  other  place  :  otherwife  he  muft 
have  feen,  the  ruins.  This  brook  often  over- 
flows, and  either  caufes  or  increafes  tne  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  air.  Plutarch  fpeaks  of  its 
marfh,  to  which  Spai^acus  retired  with  his 
fugitives,  and  fays  that  its  waters  were  fweet 
at  one  time  and  fait  at  another*. 

The  rofy  gardens  of  Pseftum  are  praifed  by 
Virgil  and  Ovid.     Virgil  tells  us  they  annu- 

*  Plutarch's  Life  of  Craflus. 

ally 
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klly  bloomed  twice Biferique  r  of  aria  Pajii 

— — and  I  was  aflured  that  they  Aill  poflefe 
this  quality  at  Pefto.  By  Ovid  they  were 
called  "  The  tepid  rofy  gardens  of  Paeftum" — 
Tepidique  rofaria  Pajli.  During  the  whole  of 
our  way  to  Salerno, ,  the  air  was  tepid,  and  the 
breeze  difagteeable  ;  but  we  did  not  find  our- 
felves  opprefled  by  it  till  we  had  crofled  the 
gloomy  Siiafo,  and  were  about  three  German 
miles  on  this  fide  of  Salerno.  The  people  who 
live  at  tbe  ferry  have  a  pallid  and  bloated  ap- 
pearance. Nicolovius  alked  one  of  them  why 
he  continued  to  live  there  ?  He  replied  be- 
caufe  he  was  obliged.  "  Who  is  it  that 
obliges  you  ? "  faid  Nicolovius.  ^'  F^oVerty '^ 
anfwered  the  man ;  with  a  true.  Italian  fhrug 
of  the  fliouidef  s. 

The  air  of  Pefto  gave  me  a  bad  head  ach : 
yet  I  faw  a  flock  of  goats  that  was  uncpm- 
hionly  full  of  life.  It  is  probable  that  the  very 
quality  of  this  air,  which  to  man  is  injurious 
ot  rather  mortal,  may  have  a  different  efFedt 
on  the  organs  of  thefe^  animals,  whole  ftrong 
fcent  may  afford  an  antidote*  The  fame  may 
be  true  of  vegetation. 

Pofidonia  was  founded  in  very  early  times, 

and  is  of  Grecian  and  Doric  origin*     The  Sy- 

p  2  barites. 
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barites,  >?\rho  had  conquered  the  town,  built 
the  wall  after  the  building  of  the  temples. 
They  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  Lucani; 
and  the.Lucani  to  the  Romans,probably  during^ 
the  fecond  Punic  war.  The  Romans  corrupted 
the  ancient  name  to  Fajlum ;  from  which  the 
Italians  have  formed  Peftq. 

Inconfiderable  ruins  of  a  temple,  which, 
according  to  an  infcription  that  was  found, 
was  ponfecrated  to  the  Mens  Bona^  or  found 
mind,  denote,  as  do  remains  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, that  was  indubitably  built  in  the  times 
of  the  En^perorsi,  how ,  profane  was  the  hancJ 
of  Roman  art,,  whei^  compared  to  the  high 
genius  of  the  Greek  ! 

Pefto  lies  about  half  a  league  fi:om  the  fea. 
The  continued  mountainous  fhore  rifes  be- 
yond the  town,  on  the  right,  toward  the  fea  ; 
and,  on  the  left,  the  curving  coaft  is  difcovered 
as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Licofa:  while 
ridges  of  hills  tower  and  difappear  in  per- 
fpeftiye. 

While  I  was  writing  this,  Jacobi  called  to 
me  demanding  my  attention  to  a  new  obje(fi  : 
the  bufhy  height  of  Salerno,  which  was  fwarra- 
ing  with  flying  glow  worn1«. 

The  illuminated  livelinefs  and   motion  of 

7  thefe 
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thefe  infers  are  delightful.  How  did  they* 
hover  about,  rifing  over  the  hills  into  the  air, 
and  looking  like  little  ftars  ! 

Salerno  was  formerly  called  Salernum. 
During  the  fecond  confulfliip  of  the  firft  Pub- 
lius  Scipio  Africanus,  when  Tiberius  Sem- 
pronius  Longus  was  his  colleague,  foon  after 
the  fecond  Punic  War,  a  Roman  colony  was 
fent  hither.  In  the  middle  ages,  Salerno  had 
its  own  Princes;  and,  in  the  tenth  and  ele- 
venth centuries,  the  Arabians  here  taught  phi- 
lofophy,  and  the  art  of  phyfic :  which  laft 
fcience  was  exercifed  with  emulation  and  re- 
nown, fo  that  in  the  year  1 100,  a  book  on  the 
medical  art,  as  prad:ifed  at  Salerno,  was  writ- 
ten in  Leonine  verfes. 

This  town  has  be^n  the  feat  of  anarch- 
bifhop  for  more  than  eight  hundred  yeari. 
The  haven  of  Salerno  was  once,  famous  j  but 
it  is  now  neglefted,  and  the  proverb  is 

Se  Salerno  averfe  un  portOy 
Napoli  farebbe  jnorto*. 

Large  annual  fairs  are  held  here.  The  Lep- 

^  If  Salerno  had  a  port,  Naples  would  be  dead  :  or, 

If  Salerno  had  a  port, 
^     J^aples  wpuld  have  little  fport.  * 

O  3  nine 
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nine  Mufe  ftill  appears  to  hover  over  the 
place  ;  forfhe  is  not  feen  alone  in  the  work 
I  mentioned,  but  Kkewife  in  the  following^ 
Lj^tin  J  which  is  fungby  a  community  qf  82^* 
lerno,  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Fortunatus. 

Safernum  ctvitas  nobilis^ 
^amfundavH  Sem  Noejilius  f. 


LETTER    LXXIX. 

©arietta,  4th  May  i  'j^l. 

(Jn  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April, 
we  took  leave  of  our  friends  from  Miinfter, 
whom  we  again  hope  to  meet  in  Sicily ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  returning  to  Naples  in  our 
way  to  Puglia,  the  ancient  Apulia^  we  rode 
over  hills  to  Avellino. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  pleafant  little 
journeys  I  have  ever  made.  Rich  in  forefts 
and  rivulets,  which^  fpnng  from  the  rocks 
and  wind  meandering  through  the  laughing 

*  Salerno  is  a  city  noble, 
Founded  by  Shem  the  fon  of  Noah. 

meadows. 
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meadows,  this  country  is  adorned  with  all  the 
charms  of  nature ;  at  once  wild  and  friendly. 
The  young  verdure  exhaled  its  fweets,  after 
fprinkling  fhowers ;  and  the  nightingale  fa- 
luted  us  from  the  budding  branches.  We  faw 
the  linden  and  the  cherry  tree  of  extraordi- 
nary;growth  in  the  villages;  though  the  lin- 
den is  feldom  met  with  in  Italy.  The  white 
thorn  is  ftill  in  bloom ;  and  already  the  Ita- 
lian honeyfuckle  *  flowers. 

A  rough,  rocky,  and  frequently  fteep,  road 
led  us  among  high  chefnut  forefts,  over  a 
ridge  of  the  Apennines  ;  which  feparates  the 
provinces  of  Principato  Citra  and  Principato 
Oltra. 

According  to  ancient  geography,  thefe 
mountains  divided  the  country  of  the  Picentlnt 
from '  the  country  of  the  Hirpinu  The  latter 
were  a  tribe  of  the  Samnites ;  in  whofe  lan- 
guage, according  to  Strabo,  hirpum  fignified  a 
wolf. 

From  the  heights  of  thefe  hills,,  fhut  up 
among  the  woody  mountains,  we  faw  a  val- 
ley plentifully  watered ;  the  diverfified  beau- 
ties of  which,  as  we   proceeded   along  the 

^  Caprifoluim  perfoliatum. 

O  4  winding 
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winding  road,  continually  pfcfcnted  new 
charms  to  the  eye. 

W9  arriv  fed  early  at  the  not  very  4itde  town 
of  Avellino ;  which  is  built  in  a  fruitful  place^ 
anjong  the  mountains. 

During  the  \yhole  way,  and  particularly 
when  We  approached  Avellino,  we  faw  many 
l^irge  hazle  bufhes,  the  nuts  of  which  are  fo 
famous.  Hence  the  French  -call  a  fine  kind 
of  this  fruit  des  jivellines. 

The  eaft  fide  of  the  country  round  AveHinq 
is  no  lefs  beautiful  than  the  weft.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  we  faw  many  of  the 
,  cytifus  fhrubs  in  bloom  :  but  the  mountainous 
diftridts  fopn  became  more  rude,  and  w?  met 
with  lefs  grain;  moft  of  which  was  not  yet 
in  ear.  This  batkward  growth  muft  not  bq 
afcribed  to  the  mountain  air,  hut  to  the  po* 
yerty  of  the  foil ;  which  is  ftony,  and  fre- 
quetitly  fandy*  The  inhabitants  do  not  ap- 
pear to  negleA  the  labours  of  agriculture  :  as 
an  inftance,  we  faw  them  hedging  their, 
grounds.  They  have  likewife  many  fruit  trees ; 
but  only  fuch  as  grow  in  the  open  air  in  Ger- 
many. 

Thefe  countries  abound  in  trees ;  and  their 
towns  are  generally  built  on  hills  j  which  cuf- 

tom 
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torn  is  lefs  incoavenient  among  the  It^ians^ 
becaufe  of  their  breed  of  muIeS/and  aOTes,  th^ 
it  would  be  io  Germany.  The  high  rpad^ 
which  was  the.  work  of  jhe  late  King,  D^n. 
Carlos,  is  exodlenty.  and  abcAmds  in  c^xteafive 
.proTpeds  over  valleys  and  hills;  behind  which^ 
on  .  all  iides,  high  ridges  cf  the  Apennines 
-rife. 

On  the  firft  half  of  the  way,  we  pjiflibd  the 
Jittle  town  of  Monte  Tufc^lo^  lyipg  0^  the  left; 
on  a  high  hill. 

As  we  approached  Ariano,  we  iaw  vine* 
yards^which.were  laid  put  in  the  Gerijian,  or 
rather  in  the  Swifs,  ixmnner  j  fpr,  though  the 
vines  are  carried  up  poles,  they  yet  fhopt  oyer 
crof&  laths,  and  are  conduced  from  one  v]ine 
ftock  to  another. 

Ariano.  lies  on  a  high  hill  of  tufa  ftoqc, 
fome  of  the  houfes  of  which  are  hewn  in  the 
foft  rock.  ;  The  town  is  very  ancient.  Some 
^mong  the  ancients  aicribe  its  foundation  to 
Diomedes,  fon  of  Tydeus,-  King  of  .^tolia,' 
one  of  the  celebrated  heroes  of  Homer.  That 
he  made  a  defcent  in  Italy  after  the.ta^g.of 
Troy  is  as  well4)roved  as  are  any  pf  the  nar* 
ratives  of  the  renowned  heroes  of  thia  fie^e ; 
1/\rith  which,  embelUfhed,  by  the  dreams  of 

fable 
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fable,  the  hiftory  of  Greece  begins  to  dawm 
However,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  leaders  of 
the  e^irly  Greek  colonies  to  make  fettlements 
upon  the  fea  coafts.  The  ancient  Italian  name 
of  the  town  was  Equus  Tuticus ;  and  Tuticus^ 
in  one  of  the  moft  ancient  Italian  dialeds, 
'  fignified^r^^/ :  This  place  therefore  was  called 
CreatHorfe.  Perhaps  you  will  be  a  little  in- 
clined to  laugh  at  an  etymological  vagary  that 
fuggefts  itfelf.  What  if  the  epithet  Deutcbfe  ^, 
which  the  people  of  Switzerland  ftill  pro- 
nounce Tutfcberiy  in  Latin  Teutones^  Originally 
fignified  the  great  ?  You  know  how  terrible 
an  impreflion  the  greatnefs  of  o,ur  anceftors 
made  on  the  Romans  ;  who,  with  this  impref- 
fion  of  greatnefs,  ftrength,  and  valour,  aflb- 
clated  even  the  flaxen  hair  and  the  blue  eyes 
of  the  Germans,  as  things  dreadft^L 

I  muft  .not  omit  to  notice  that  Germany 
formerly  confifted  of  marfhes,  and  forefts, 
which  have  been  drained  and  felled ;  that  it 
Was  then  colder  than  it  now  is ;  and  that  the 
defcription  given  of  the  Germans,  by  the  Ro- 
mans, perfe(3:ly  agrees  with  the  prefent  people 
of  Norway.  I  have  never  been  in  that  country, 
hi^t  the  Danifh  life  guard  chiefly  cpnfifts  of 

\  ?  Qerman^ 
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pure  Norwegians ;  the  afped  of  whom  fre- 
quently brought  to*  riiy  recolleaion  the  ^n^ 
(cient  Germans. 

On  the  I  ft  of  May,  we  made  a  little  trip 
up  the  country,  to  the  fouth,  to  view  a  re- 
markable natural  phenomenon  j  which  had 
neither  been  overlooked  among  the  remarks 
of  early  naturalifts,  nor  by  the  fage  Mufe  of 
Virgil.  We  hired  a  guide,  and  fometimes  rode 
up  narrow  paths  and  frequently  over  the  beds 
of  brooks ;  which  were  now  half  dried  up, 
but  which  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  are 
impaflable.  The  heat  was  rather  great ;  but 
the  way  was  pleafant.  We  faw  many  forefts 
of  oak  ;  -the  fight  of  which  for  fome  days  paft 
had  delighted  us,  becaufe,  in  other  parts  of 
Italy,  though  here  and  there  a  folitary  tree 
may  be  met  with,  there  are  but  few  forefts. 

We  heard  numerous  nightingales,  among 
the  fhady  valleys,  and  finging  in  the  foliage 
of  the  high  banks  of  the  rivulets  ;  and  we 
met  with  a  flicpherd,  who  was  playing  on  the 
bagpipe.  We  yefterday  had  before  heard  this 
kind  of  mufic,  enlivening  the  people  of  a  vil- 
lage, who  were  employed  in  toffing  the  fheep 
|hat  were  flieered  from  "the  top  ©f  a  high 

bridge, 
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bridge,  jnto  t!j.e  brook.  The  villa|;^rs  are 
friendjy  and  gay. 

Weary  with  the  ftifF  jog  trot  pace  of  cur 
hack  horfes,.  which,  though  they  were  Nea- 
politan ftallions^were  unworthy  of  their  breed, 
,we  alighted  at  the  village  of  Ca/al  di  Fpgente; 
and  proceeded  more  than  half  a  German  mile 
on  foot.  This  fmall  village .  is  fituat^  in  a 
foreft,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill ;  at  the  top  of  which 
the, little  town  pf  Frigente  ftands.  Our  charm- 
ing road  at  firft  led  us  under  lofty  chefnuts, 
and  oaks;  where  we  heard  the  fpng  of  the 
nightingale,  which  was  anfwefed  by  the  clear 
i\ote  pf  the  quail,  the  warbling  of  the  lark  ^hd 
the  goldfinch,  the  cry  of  the  cucl^oo,  and  the 
chirping  of  the  -chattering  grafshopper. 

When  we  left  thefe  fhady  heights,  the  heat 
became  very  great ;  and  vye  were  not  a  little 
delighted  to  meet  with  2L  goatherd,  whofe  boy, 
with  great  dexterity,  caught  the  go^^ts,  as^the 
old  man  pointed  them  out ;  when  they  would 
not  follow,  but  difregarded  the  7i6^^m//rcall 
of  Sitta  !  Rtta  I  which  is  ftill  in  ufe. 

We  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  drinking  fome 

of  the  warm  foaming  milk.     The/ milk   of 

the.  Italian  gqat  is  piijch  mqre  pleafant  than 

'   ^  that 
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tliat  of  ours,;  for  it  has  not  the  falne  ftro'ng 
taffe,  but  is  rather  fweet,  and  very  Whiti :  nei- 
ther are  the  goats  here  fo  ftrong  fcehted  aisf 
thejr  are  in  Gerniahy. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  decKvity,  th6  fummit 
of  which  was  overgrown  with  oaks,  th^re  waS 
a  tolerably  fteep  dale  ;  in  which  there  was  a 
fulphureous  fpring,  that  yielded  but  little, 
water,  but  tliat  ran  over  a  fpacious  ftony  bed, 
which  denoted  what  its  contents  might  be  in 
autumn,  and  winter.  The  depth  of  the  ground, 
and  the  whole  bed  that  it  formed,  bore  a  great 
refemblance  to  Sblfatarat,  near  Pozzuoli.  It 
was  equally  crufted  with  fulphurous  fub- 
ftances,  and  likewife  appeared  to  have  holes ; 
at  leaft  the  earth  was  broken  through  in  more 
places  than  one.  Below  is  a  little  pool,  the 
circumference  of  which  may  be  about  lixty 
paces ;  and  the  water,  that  is  as  dark  as  the 
darkefi:  lime  water,  fpouts  up  in  various 
places.  On  the  fhore,  there  is  a  natural  foun- 
tain ;  that  projeds  its  waters,  with  froth  and 
noife,  to  the  height  of  a  man,  and  that  never 
^eafes  to  rife.  This  noife,  this  vifible  boiling, 
and  thefe  refemblances  with  Solfatara,  leave 
us  without  the  leaft  doubt  that  it  is  caft  up  by 
hot  fources  5  though  we  found  it  entirely  cold. 

Virgil 
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Virgil  could  not  have  difcovefed  t  fcettet^ 
place  for  the  Fury  Aledio,  when  fhe  unwil-* 
lingly  obeyed  the  command  of  Juno,  at  thd 
moment  that  fhc  expedied  the  applaufe'  of  the 
goddefs,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  night 
and  hell  *• 

Efl  Jocusi  Ralia  in  medio  fub  montibus  altiSi 
Nobilif  eifama  multis  memoratus  in  oris, 
JlmfanBi  valUu  t)enfts  hunc  frondihus  atrum 
Vrget  utrinque  latus  nemorisj  medioque  fragofut 
Dot  fonitumf axis  et  torto  vortice  torrens. 
Hicfpecus  horrenduniy  iff  favi  fpiracula  DitiSf 
Monjlratur  ;  ruptoque  ingens  Acheronte  vorago  \ 
Fefliferas  aperit  fauces  :  queis  condita  Erinnys, 
Jnvifum  numen,  terras  coelumque  levahat. 

ViRG.  jiEtt.  Til.  56^4 

In  midft  of  Italy,  well  known  to  fame. 
There  lies  a  lake,  AmfanBus  is  the  name. 
Below  the  lofty  mounts  :  on  either  fide 
Thick  forefts  the  forbidden  entrance  hide :. 

*  Mifguided  by  Addifon,  I  have  faid  in  my  Ifland  f , 
that  Virgil,  in  this  defcriptioti,  fpoke  of  the  waterfall  of 
Velino,  near  Terni,  in  the  States  of  the  Church.  Vir* 
gil  no  doubt  meant  this  aperture. 

Later  remark.  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  feen  the 
great  waterfall  near  Terni,  which  does  not  agree  with  Vir- 
gil's defcription.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  when 
I  have  conduced  him  to  Terni. 

t  This  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  title  of  fome  work,  that  I  am 
unacquainted  with,  by  the  author.  Count  Stolbcrg.    T# 

Full 
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Full  in  the  centre  of  th6  fslcred  wood 
An  arm  afifes  of  the  Stygian  flood ; 
Which,  breaking  from  beneath  with  tellowing  founc(| 
Whirls  the  black  waves  and  rattling  (tones  around. 
Here  Pluto  pants  for  breath  from  outliis  cell. 
And  opens  wide  the  grinning  jaws  of  helL 
Ta  this  infernal  lake  the  Fury  flies ; 
Here  hides  her  hated  head,  and  free$  the  laboring  flciei. 

Dryden,  v.  777^ 

The  Romans  here  ereded  a  temple  to  the 
goddefs  Mephitis :  whom  they  likewife  called 
Graveolentia^  or  the  111  fcented.  Why  fhould 
they  not  as  well  build  a  temple  to  Mephitis 
as  to  the  goddefs  of  Tujjis :  or  Cough  ?  who 
Is  fuppofed  to  have  been  honoured  in  a 
fanftuary  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
near  Tibur,  the  modern  Tivoli. 

In  the  prefent  altered  yet  recognizable  dia- 
led, the  place  is  called  Mufite..  Near,  and 
perhaps  on  the  fame  fpot,  where  the  temple 
of  Mephitis  flood,  there  is  a  chapel  called, 
San  Felice.  May  not  this  likewife  have  been 
a  corruption  of  the  word  AmfanElus^  or  Amp^ 
fanitiis^  which  was  the  name  of  this  place  *  ? 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  before  yefter* 
day,  we  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain^ 
The  country  was  poor  in  trees  j  and  we  faw 


•  Clur.  Ital.  Ant. 
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the  bald  top  of  Aptilia^  lying  before  us,  vrhiak 
is  dried  by  the  eaft  wind,  according  to  Horace^ 

^os  iorrei  Atahulus. 

The  land  was  flony,  and  the  cbm  poor : 
but,  when  we  came  into  the  province  of  Pug- 
lia,  the  ancient  Apulia,  we  met  with  a  very 
welcome  fbreft  of  oaks  ;  which  firft  afforded 
us  fhade,  and,  as  the  fun  got  higher,  fome 
cooling  breezes.  An  excellent  field,  of  wheat 
reminded  me  of  the  induftry  of  the  ancient 
Apulians  j  whofe  fame  the  prefent  inhabitants 
aj^eat  willing  to  maintain. 

For  fome  time  before  we  came  to  Bovino, 
the  trees  difappeared ;  and,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  we  rode  through  a  large  open  plain, 
which  here  and  there  bore  excellent  corn } 
though  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  pafturage* 

The  fheep  of  this  prbvince  are  ranked 
among  the  fineft  in  Italy.  The  cattle  are  not 
f6  prodigioufly  large  as  thofe  in  Terra  Lavoro: 
but  they  are  ftrong,  numerous,  and  have  largc^ 
horns,  like  thofe  in  the  States  of  the  Church  j 
the  modem  breed  of  ^hich  is  derived  from 
Puglia.  They  are  all  of  them  light  grey;  as 
in  generd  are  the  cattle  of  the  middle  and 
lower  parts  of  Italy,  from  the  moft  northern 
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countries  of  Tufcany  to  the  fouth  point  of 
Calabria.  We  likewife  faw  a  herd  of  buffa- 
loes ;  which,  being  in  want  of  larger  marfhes, 
were  here  collected  round  a  fmall  pool.  This 
breed  of  animals,  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
repofethemfelves  by  lying  in  lakes,  or  marfhes  ; 
and  are  frequently  funk  fo  deep  in  the  mud 
that  nothing  but  their  turned  up  muzzles 
is  vifible.  They  are  dark  brown,  rough, 
almbft  fhaggy,  and  have  little  round  horns, 
arched  backward ;  which  are  ferviceable  only 
to  butt  with,  and  not  to  gore.  They  are  ra- 
ther overcome  than  tamed.  The  buffalo  ox 
has  a  wild  and  fearful  afpeft,  under  the  yoke  ; 
and  the  buffalo  cow  fhyly  looks  about  her, 
while  fhe  is  milked.  If  they  are  grazed  in 
the  fame  paflure  with  other  cattle,  the,  herds 
keep  themfelves  feparate.  The  milk  is  thin- 
ner than  that  of  the  cow,  is  fweet,  very  heal- 
thy, and  affords  very  pleafant  viands. 

The  buffalo  was  neither  a  native  of  Italy 
nor  does  he  now  wander  wild  in  this  country. 
The  race  was  brought  from  Afia  five  or  fix 
hundred  years  ago  ;  and  they  all  have  pro- 
prietors. The  King  has  a  breed  of  white 
buffaloes,  from  Hungary;  which  he  received 

Vol.  111.  .      P         -  from 
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from  the  late  Emperor ;  but  I  have  not  feen 
them.  • 

We  pafled  the  town  of  Fogia,  on  the  left  j 
which  was  the  ancient  Luceria,  and  the  found- 
ring  of  which,  like  Ariano,  is  afcribed  to  Dio- 
niedes.  It  is  ftill  by  many  called  Lucera. 
On  a  hill  to  the  right,  we  faw  the  little  town 
of  Afcoli. 

The  Romans  would  have  befieged  Luceria, 
/when  they  were  furrounded  in  the  defile  by 
Herennius,  the  valiant  and  cautious  leader  of 
the  Samnites  ;  where,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
432,  or  321  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,they 
were  obliged  to  pafs  under  the  yoke  at  Clau- 
dlum  *. 

Afcoli  was  formerly  called  Afculum;  and, 
near  this  place,  in  the  year  of  Rome  471,  and 
282  before  Chrift,  the  Romans,  Under  the 
conduct  of  their  two  confuls,  Curius,  and  Fa- 

*  The  Count  has  been  guilty  of  two  miftakes,  in  this 
{hort  paflage ;  a  thing  very  unufual  with  him  :  the  re- 
ceived name  is  Caudium,  not  Claudium:  Portius  wa&the 
general  of  the  Samnites  •,  and  Herennius  v^^as  his  father^ 
whofe  advice  was  indeed  too  wife  to  be  follo\¥ed  by  the 
vain  and  ambitious  fon  :  it  was  generoufly  to  fuffer  the 
Romans  imprifoncd  in  the  Caudina  Furca  to  depart 
Liv.  ix.    *T. 

bricius^ 
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bricius,  both  great  men,  gained  a  i)attle  over 
the  conqueror  Pyrrhua. 

The  high  mountain  of  Volto,  the  Vultur  of 
the  anciints,  rifes  on  the  fouth  weft  ;  concern- 
ing which  ftorace  fo  poetically  fables  that, 
having  falleii  a  fleep  Upon  it  while  a  boy,  the 
doves  had  bedecked  him  with  fprigs  of  myrtle 
and  laurel : 

MefabUlofdy  Vulture  in  Appuk^ 
j^ltricis  extra  linten  Apulia^ 

Ludofatigatumquefsmnof 

Fronde  nova  puerum  pfilumies 

^exere :  mirum  quodforet  omnibus f 
^iicumque  crlfa  nidum  Acheronti^^ 

Saltufque  ^aniinofy  et  arvum 

Pingue  tenent  hufnilis  Ferenti : 

XJt  tuto  ab  atris  ccrpore  viperis  * 

Dotmirem  et  urfts  i  ut  premerer  facrd 

Lauroque^  collatdque  myto^ 

Nonjtne  dis  animofus  infans  ! 

HoR.  lib.  Hi.  od.  IV.  9* 

Fatigu'd  with  flecp,  and  youthful  toil  of  play, 
When  on  a  mountain's  brow  reclin'd  I  lay. 
Near  to  my  natal  foil,  around  my  head 
The  fabled  woodland  doVes  a  verdant  foliage  f^)read. 

Matter,  be  fure,  of  wonder  moft  profound 
To  all  the  gazing  habitants  around, 
"Who  dwell  in  Acherontia's  airy  glades. 
Amid  the  Bantian  woods,  or  low  Ferentum's  meads, 

P  2  By 
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By  fnakes  of  polfon  black,  and  beads  of  prey, 
That  thus^  in  dewy  fleep  unharm'd  I  lay ; 
Laurels  and  myrtle  were  around  me  pil'd. 
Not  without  guardian  gods  an  animated  child. 

Francis. 

To  the  north  eaft,  we  faw  the  mountairi 
of  Garganus ;  which  is  fituated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Capitanata^  over  the  bay  of  Man^ 
fredonia.  Jt  is  now  called  Monte  San  Angela. 
*  Here  there  is  a  chapel,  which  is  vifited  by 
pilgrims  ;  and  we  met  feveral  country  people, 
in  the  forenoon,  who  were  returning  from 
their  journey.  They  bore  pine  branches, 
with  their  fruit,  tied  round  their  long  pil- 
grim ftaves ;  to  denote  that  they  had  accom- 
plifhed  their  pilgrimage. 

Before  the  fun  went  down,  we  reached  the 
village  of  Ardona ;  which  was  known  to  the 
ancients  under  its  prefent  name,  though  it  was 
likewife  called  Ardonece. 

The  Greek  name  for  all  Apulia  was  y^y^ 
gta ;  and  the  country  on  this  fide  of  the  river 
Aufidus^  which  'is  now  called  Ofanto^  was  the 
Apulia  Daunia  of  the  Romans.  The  epithet 
Daufita  milttaris^  or  the,  warlike  Daunia,  was 
applied  to  it  by  Horace.  Apulia  was  always 
famous  for  its  heat ;  which  yefterday,  con- 
I  fdering 
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fidering  the  feafon  of  the  year,  was  very 
great ;  though  an  enlivening  fea  breeze  blowed 
from  the  Adriatic,  toward  the  eaft,  in  the 
afternoon. 

We  found  a  very  efFeSual  and  pleafant 
antidote  to  the  heat,  in  that  kind  of  large 
citron  which  is  common  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy,  and  is  called  Valenciana.  It  is  not  fo 
foft  and  excellent  as  the  lefs  and  .more  com- 
mon citron :  but  it  may  be  entirely  eaten,  both 
pulp  and  fkin. 

Yefterday,  at  Ardona,  we  had  a  diftant 
view  of  the  Adriatic;  illuminated  by  the 
rifing  fun.  It  was  our  intention  to  arrive  at 
Barletta  in  the  evening;  from  which  we 
meant  to  make  a  trip  to  Canna^  to  view  the 
field  of  battle:  but  we  learnt,  at  Cerignofa^ 
that  it  was  but  a  fhort  day's  journey  to  Bar» 
letta  paffing  by  Cannae:  we  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  at  Cerignola,  as  the  heat  was 
very  great,  and  take  this  road  on  the  morrow. 

The  plain  is  dry,  and  fandy ;  and  only  here 
and  there  fcantily  fhaded,  by  wild  pear  trees : 
but  the  Ihort  grafs  is  the  more  aromatic, 
and  affords  excellent  pafture  for  fheep.  Ho- 
race travelled  here,  and  what  he  fays  of  the 
place  is  ftridly  true.  The  bread  is  excellent; 
P3  ^  the 
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the  water  is  dug  from  wells,  atnd  fold :  though 
the  fprings  are  not  diftant.  Before  I  had  exa-» 
mined  the  combining  cireumftances,  which 
after  fo  qiany  ages  have  pafled  away  are  ftill 
concordant,  I  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  imagine  the  poet  fpoke  of  Arlano.  An 
additional  proof  is  what  Horace  has  faid  of  the 
name  of  the  place ;  which  is,  that  it  did  not 
accord  with  his  verfe.  The  names,  Equuf 
Tuticusy  can  indeed  in  no  manner  be  brought 
into  verfe.  The  old  name  of  Cerignola  was 
not  known.  Befide,  we  muft  not  forget  that 
Horace  came  from  Vil/a  Tr^vfci :  the  prefent 
Trevico.  He  made  a  retrograde  motion  of 
four-and-twenty  miles,  before  he  reached  the 
place  in  queftion.  I  do  not  accurately  know 
hbw  far  Ariano  is  from  Trevico ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  on  his  journey  from  Rome  to  Brun- 
dufium,  he  muft  have  gone  a  contiderable  way 
back,  in  order  to  come  to  Ariano.  At  pre- 
fent, Cerignola  is  thirty  miles  from  Trevico  3 
but  the  roads  of  the  Romans  were  generally 
in  a  right  line,  and  fhorter  than  moft  of  the 
modern  roads.  Nay  more,  Horace  tells  us 
that  the  prudent  traveller  would  do  well  to 
take  the  bread  of  this  place  with  him  to 
Canuftum:  the  modern  Canojfa^     Canpffa  ia^ 

*"  "^'    '    fix 
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fix  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola:  but  it  is 
forty-two  from  Ariario !  Would  a  traveller 
carry  bread  in  his  wallet  two-and-forty  miles  ? 
Cerignola  adtually  lay^  not  on  the  Appian  way^ 
but  three  miles  from  it :  Horace  however  had 
once  before  left  this  road,  when  he  went  to 
Villa  Trevid ;  probably,  on  both  occafions,  to 
vifit  his  friends. 

In  Cerignola,  which  is  well  built,  there  is 
ftill  a  Roman  mile-ftone  ;  with  an  infcription, 
of  the  age  of  Trajan  ^. 

The  people  collefted  at  the  inn  ;  and,  as  is 
the  cuftom  of  this  country,  our  chamber  was 
not  empty  of  tuem :  but  they  flared  at  us  as 
if  we  had  been  wild  animals.  They  quef- 
tioned  us  concerning  our  country,  and  our 
travels ;  and  talked  of  Italy,  of  the  battle  of 
Cannse,  and  of  the  antiquities  of  thefe  parts. 
Our  friendly  hoft  fent  for  one  Don  Giovanni 
Danielle  j  a  handfome  young  man,  who  was 

*  It  was  the  young  man  of  Puglia,  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  text,  who  told  me  that  the  ancient  Appian 
v^ay  was  three  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola  :  but  Rie- 
defel  is  of  opinion  that  Cerignola  was  fituated  on  this 
way ;  and  that  the  pillar,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  mile- 
ftone,  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  erefted  to  Trajan  on 
this  way,  after  his  victorious  campaign  againft  the  Paci : 
and  this  is  a  national  and  probable  fuppofition. 

P  4  well 
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well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  antient 
authors ;  and  who  talked  with  great  animar 
tion  of  his  countryman  Horace,  and  of  his 
native  town  Venufta  :  now  Venofa :  which  is 
only  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Cerignola^ 
It  was  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  Jltabulwy 
which  Horace  tells  us  rendered  the  hill  of 
Apulia  barren,  is  a  parching  eaft  wind  ;  whjcl^ 
the  people  of  Puglia  called  Altino. 

He  (hewed  us  the  bay  of  Manfredonia,  and 
Monte  Angelo,  from  the  top  of  9,  hilK  When 
the  weather  is  clear,  Manfredonia  and  the 
ruins  of  the  antient  Arpi^  founded  by  Diome-r 
des,  niay  be  feen.  The  antient  Salapia^  the 
ruins  of  which  are  ftill  csilled  Salpe^  ftopd  no^ 
far  from  Cerignola. 

Don  Giovanni*  took  us  to  the  garden  of 
one  of  his  friends,  who  has  a  country  l^oufc 
near  Salpe.  Some  labourers,  digging  in  the 
ground  a  few  years  fmce,  found  a  large  an- 
tique vafe ;  the  mouth  of  which  was  carefully 
covered  with  lead.     They  opened  it,  in  hopes 

*  In  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  in  Sicily,  it  is  cuftomar  j 
to  call  people  by  their  chriftian  names ;  but,  inftead  of 
Signor,  they  preface  them  with  the  epithet  Don.  Thus 
the  Englifti  preface  the  chriftian  names  of  the  Baronets,^ 
and  -Knights,  with  Sir :  as,  Sir  Ifaac  :  Don  QiovannL 

of 
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of  finding  gold:  inftead  of  which,  they  found 
only  a  clear  odoriferous  water*  Full  of  vexa- 
tion at  the  difappointment,  they  threw  it  out 
of  the  vale :  and  thus  fcattered  this  valuable 
water  of  the  nardus :  the  charming  fcent  of 
which  was  felt  far  around^  for  three  days. 
The  high  v?tlue,  which  the  people  of  the  Eaft, 
as  well  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  fet  upon 
this  perfume  is  well  knqwn. 

During  our  waljc,  the  fame  of  the  arrival  of 
foreigners  h§d  fpread,  and  a  great  crowd  fur- 
rounded  us  J  fome  of  wl^om  followed  us  into 
our  apartment.  The  landlord  requefted  Jacobi 
to  write  down  our  names,  and  country-;  that, 
by  this  melius,  he  might,  when  we  wer^ 
gone,  fatisfy  the  enquirers* 

As  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  feldom 
travel  without  an  armed  efcort,  and  as  they 
form  a  (Irange  idea  of  our  country,  travellers 
like  us,  from  a  land  fo  diftant,  appeared  to 
them  bold  adventurers ;  who  had  encountered, 
and  ftill  liad  to  encounter,  Herculean  labours. 
Their  fenfations  are  rather  lively  than  dura- 
ble :  but  they  feel  themfelves  interefted  in 
foreigners,  concerning  whom  they  are  in- 
duced ferioufly  to  enquire. 

Dion  Qioyanni  now  accompanied  us  to  Ca- 

nofla  J 
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noflk ;  and  afterward,  for  the  Romans,  to  the 
too  celebrated  Cannae.  On  our  road,  we 
pafled  the  river  Ofatito :  the  Aufidus  oi  the 
ancients:  the  waters  of  which  are  already- 
much  decreafed  ;  and,  in  the  middle  of  fum- 
mer,  its  broad  ftony  bed  will  be  little  more 
than  a  brook:  but,  in  autumn  and  winter,  it 
13  a  charming  ftream,  and  dcferves  the  epi*' 
thet  of  longefonans^  or  far-founding,  which 
Horace  gives  it ;  for  it  frequently  overflows 
the  fields,  as  in  the  poet's  time ;  to  whofe 
waters  he  compares  the  ftcp-fon  of  Auguftus, 
the  young  warrior  Claudius, 

Sic  taurifort^is  volvitur  AujiduSy 
,    ^i  regna  Daunt  prafluit  Jppuli^      * 
Cumfavitj  horrendamque  cultis 
D\luviem  n^editatur  agris. 

JJoPm  lib,  iv,  o4- 14* 

So  branching  Aufidus,  who  laves 
The  Daunian  realms,  fierce  rolls  his  waves. 
When  to  the  golden  labours  of  the  fw^in 
'  He  meditates  his  wrath,  and  deluges  the  plain* 

Francis. 

The  prefent  Canoffa  includes  only  a  part 
of  the  ancient  town  ;  of  which  there  ftill  are 
tombs,  a  gate,  and  ruins  of  the  walls,  remainn 
ing.      We   ftiould  have  been  gUd  to  have 

found 
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found  the  tomb  of  the  benevolent  Bufa  j  a 
poble  matron,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Cannx, 
when  the  citizens  of  Canufium  afrorde4  Shel- 
ter to  four  thoufand  fugitive  Romans,  gene- 
roufly  fupplied  them  with  corn,  clothing,  and 
money,  for  which  flic  was  putjlicly  honoured 
by  the  Senate  *, 

Following  the  advice  of  Horace,  we  took 
bread  with  us  from  Cerignola :  in  which  we 
were  very  prudent.  Nam  Canusi  lapidofus^ 
fays  th^  poet:  and  the  bread  of  CanolTa  is  in 
fa£t  ftill  of  a  ftony  quality,  and  worfe  than 
?iny  I  have  met  with  in  Italy ;  in  many  parts 
of  which  the  bread  is  bad.  This  hardnefs 
feems  juftly  afcribed  to  the  foft  millftones  of 
Canoflfa :  yet  it  is  inconceivable  that  the  in- 
habitants ihould  have  continued  for  more  than 
eighteen  centqries  in  this  practice,  without 
fending  for  other  mill  ftones. 

The  priucipal  church  is  a  very  wretched 
Gothic  building :  but  it  contains  fix  pillars 
of  verde  antico^  and  like  wife  is  the  burial 
place  of  Boemondo ;  the  knight  whom  Taflb, 
in  his  Jerufalem  Delive;'ed,  has  rendered  im- 
piortal. 

♦  Liv.  xxll.  c.  52. 

"■■■■'  We 
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We  vifited  the  field  of  battle  at  Cannae, 
with  Livy  in  our  hand.  How  does  the  afpe£t 
of  the  place  give  reality  to  the  deeds  of  for- 
mer times, .and  form  and  colour  to'  the  fhades 
of  the  departed  !  The  defcription  of  Livy 
is  delightful.  We  evidently  faw  how  Hanni- 
bal had  fupported  his  left  wing  by  the  Aufidus,  ^ 
extending  his  right  toward  the  downs  near 
the  fea ;  and  how  the  fouth-weft  wind,  from 
the  Vultur  hill,  v^ntus  Vulturnus^  and  the  af- 
ternoon fun,  were  full  in  the  face  of  the 
Romans. 

It  was  about  the  time  of  harveft  when  the 
battle  was  fought ;  and  the  afternoon  rays  of 
the  fun  are  even  already  fcorching,  while 
the  fouth-weft  wind,  from  Volto,  blows^ 
bringing  duft  with  it  over  the  fandy  plain. 
Some  find  it  diflScult  to  imagine  why  the  fly- 
ing Romans  fhould  not  rather  have  paffed  the 
river  than  have  come  to  Canofla.  It  is*  true 
the  Ofanto  was  always  fcanty  of  water,  in 
fummer,  and  fordable ;  and  a  part  of  the 
Roman  army,  that  was  ftationed  on  that  fide,' 
might,  by  exertion,  have  paflTed.  But  it  is  not 
recolleded  that,  in  this  general  flight,  the  fu- 
gitives prefled  on  all  fides  j  that,  probably, 

the 
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the  excellent  cavalry  of  the  Carthaginians  had 
cut  off  every  other  retreat ;  that  a  handful  of 
men  only  efcaped  to  Canofla ;  and  that  Han- 
nibal himfelf  called  to  the  viftorious  arrays 
^*  Enough  !  Forbear !  Spare  the  vanquiftied  !" 

Below  one  of  thefe  downs,  there  is  a  clear 
fpring,  with  much  water;  at  which  tradition 
fays .  that,  while  bleeding  with  his  wounds^ 
Paulus  -^milius  here  refreftied  himfelf,  before 
he  expired. 

The  whole  place  appears  very  naked :  but, 
on  the  approach  to  Barletta,  there  are  good 
arable  lands,  and  vineyards ;  the  vines  of 
which  are  not  carried  an  ell  high ;  and  it  is 
aflSrmed  tliat  this  kind  of  wine  is  the  heft, 
becaufe  the  grape  is  more  perfedly  ripened 
by  the  fteaming  warmth  of  the  ground,  as  it 
^ifes  from  the  rocky  bed.  Thefe,  which  are 
of  a  red  kind,  are  ftrong  and  ardent.  As 
the  wiiie'^  here  is  as  cheap  as  the  beer  with 
us,  the  Swifs,  who  lately  were  ftationed  at 
Barletta  in  garrifon,  drank  it  to  dangerous 
excefs. 

Great  quantities  of  a  plant  are  found  in  the 
bean  fields ;  to  extirpate  which  no  degree  of 
induftry  is  fufficient^  It  bears  a  white  pyra- 
midal flower  J  which  refembles,  but  is  larget 

than, 
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than,  the  fweet  pea*  Its  roots  are  entwined 
round  the  roots  of  the  bean  plant,  grow  with 
it,  add  thus  render  it  ficldy.  The  people  eall 
this  iplsititjporcbia ;  ^rxAfucciamele ;  becaufe  the 
bees  take  delight  in  extracting  honey  from  iu 
It  is  called  orobanche^  2LnAJiamma^  in  Tufcany. 
Barletta  is  a  tolerably  large  well  built  town ; 
and  its  lituation  on  the  Adriatic,  the  afpeft  of 
which  to  me  is  delightful,  is  the  more  charm* 
,  ing  becaufe  you  likewife  difcover,  oppolite  to 
the  coaft  of  the  bay  of  Manfredonia,  the  high 
mountain .  of  San  Angelo :  which  was  the 
Garganus  of  the  ancients,  celebrated  for  its 
fertility.  Barletta  may  contain  twenty-two 
thoufand  inhabitants;  and  has  a  large  ftone 
pier,  which  runs  into  the  fea:  yet  it  is  faid 
that  it  is  never  a  fafe  place  for  (hipping ;  efpe- 
cially  when  the  Greco^Levantc^  or  eaft  north 
eaft  wind,  blows.  The  people  carry  on  a 
confiderable  trade;  and  the  principal  articles 
of  exportation  are  corn,  almonds,  and  fait. 
Near  the  town,  there  are  large  royal  fall 
works. 

A  bronze  coloflal  ftatue  of  the  Emperor 
Heraclius,  which  was  found  in  the  fea,  ftand$ 
in  the  market  place ;  of  which  the  people  have 
^ade  a  Saint. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXt. 

Taranto,  i  ith  May  1 792, 

N  the  15th,  we  rode  from  Barletta 
to  Bari :  the  province  of  which,  now  by  fbme 
called  Terra  di  Bari^  and  by  others  Provincia 
di  Trant^  was  by  the  ancients  named  Daunia 
Fetuetia:  or  rather  fimply  Peucetia.  The 
Peuceiii  were  likewife  called  Padiculi. 

On  our  road  between  Barktta  and  Bari, 
^|We  pafled  through  four  other  towns,  all  of 
r^hich  are  in  like  manner  built  on  the  fea  fide, 
called  Trani,  Bifeglia,  Molfetta,  and  Giove- 
nazzt). 

*  Trani^  formerly  Turrenum^  is  the  feat  of 
ati  archbiftiop.  It  may  contain  about  fifteen 
thoufiind  inhabitants;  and  the  handfomcly 
built  Molfetta  twelve  thoufand.  Bifeglia^  the 
ahtient  Vigili^^  has  a  ftreet  in  which  there  are 
larger  houfes  than  might  have  been  expected 
S^fan  fa  fmall  a  town. 

The  appearance  of  Giovenazzo  is  fmgi^lar. 

[*It  has  very  high  walls  of  ruftic  architedure; 

within  which  the  liigh  houfes,  and  towers, 

rife  in  narrow  rows:  the  roofs  flat,  and  built 

of 
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of  pdliffied  ftone.  GiovenaAo  in  appearance 
reminds  you  of  the  fports  of  nature  in  various 
kinds  of  marble,  agate,  or  cryftal;  among 
•which  you  imagine  you  fee  walls,  houfes, 
and  towers. 

On  this  coaft,  all  the  produftions  of  nature 
and  art  are  fmgular,  and  different  from  any 
that   I   have  hitherto  feen.     The  lands  are 
induftrioufly  cultivated:  but,  in  many  of  the 
fields,  the  oats  and  barley  grow  in  tufts  *. 
The  corn  has  not  been  fown  with  broad  caft ; 
but  three  or  four  grains  have  been  planted 
together,  in  the  manner  we  plant  garden  peas. 
I  am  told  that  the  corn  which  is  reared  in 
this  manner  is  cut,  before  the  ears  ripen,  as 
green  fodder  for  cattle.     Where  the  land  is 
very  rocky  and  the  plough  cannot  be  ufed, 
this  may  be  the  beft,  or  perhaps  the  only,  ' 
manner  of  turning  it  to  advantage.    The  vines 
are  not  higher  than  potatoe  plants  are  with  us  ; 
smd  the  ears  of  corn  and  the  vine  are  often 
intertwined.    In  thefe  fields  the  fig,  the  carob, 
the  almond,  the  peach,  the  apricot,  the  olive, 
and  the  granate  tree,  the  beautiful  red  bloom 
of  which  now  begins  to  appear,  are  all  feen  to 

'  *  I  have  fince  feen  wheat  grow  in  this  manner,  in  feve- 
ral  parts  of  Sicily, 

grow. 
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.«grow.  Here  you  find  various  fields  that  are 
entirely  like  thofe  through  which  Sampfon 
fent  the  jackalls ;  which,  in  the  tranflation 
t)f  the  bible,  have  improperly  been  called 
foxes;  when  He  tied  the  fire  brands  to  their 
tails,  "  let  them  go  into  the  ftanding  corn  of 
•*  the  Philiftines,  and  burnt  up  both  the 
*'  fhocks  and  alfo  the  ftanding  corn,  with  the 
**  vineyards  and  olives  *.*'  There  is  a  valley, 
between  Trani  and  Bifeglia,  in .  which  we 
evidently  difcover  the  bed  of  a  river,  that 
formerly  meandered  through  the  plain  and 
emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea.  Like  our  blue 
tremfe  f ,  the  fingle-red  poppy  grows  here  in 
great  quantities,  which  the  French  call  coque^ 
licoty  and  which  grows  among  our  wheat 
though  fparingly.  The  yellow  horned  poppy 
is  found  here  wild,  in  abundance,  among  the 
rocks  and  fand  of  the  fhore.  The  carob^  cera^ 
tonia^  extends  its  branches  very  far :  the  twigs 
frequently  fink,  and  are  weighed  down  to  the 

*  Judges  XV.  5.  My  clerical  friend,  Rudolf  Schinz^ 
from  ZUrich,  has  made  the  fame  remark,  in  his  Defcrip- 
fion  of  Italian  Switzerland,  concerning  the  refemblance 
between  fuch  fields  and  thofe  of  the  Philiftines. 

t  I  cannot  difcover  more  than  the  context  tetls  me  of 
tlris  plant.    T. 

Vol.  III.  (^  ground ; 
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ground ;  w^^ere  they  probably  fake  root,  and 
the  fprouting  items  are  at  laft  feparated  from 
the  mother  plant. 

TR^re  are  remarkable  fmall  round  huts  built 
here,  of  the  fieldftone,  that  l)aTe  no  windows, 
and  only  a  low  entrance,  which  is  always 
open.  Here  the  country  people  liye,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  during  the  vintage. 
I  fend  you  a  drawing  of  thefe  huts,  which 
will  convey  to  you  fome  idea  of  thefe  fingu- 
lar  places. 

The  wine  is  very  ardent,  and  red,  Uke  moft 
of  the  Italian  wines.  The  white  wines,  fome 
of  the  moft  generous  excepted,  are  not  to  be 
indulged  in :  at  leaft,  it  is  affirmed  that  they 
do  not  agree  with  Germans.  The  varieties  of 
tree,  grain,  and  vine,  afford  an  inceffant 
change ;  which  is  ftill  farther  emhelliflied  by 
the  profpeft.  pf  the  highly  coloured,  blue, 
Adriatic  fe?. 

I  might  eafily  have  given  a  pdmpous  de- 
fcription  of  places,  which  are  fome  hundreds 
of  German  miles  diftant,  but  I  muft  acknow-^ 
ledge  that  the  country  between  Barletta  and 
Bari,  entertaining  as  it  is  to  a  traveller,  is 
Bot  that  which  fatisfies  the  heart.  The  nu-^ 
merous  trees  it  contains  afford  only  fcattered 

and 
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aftd  inefficient  fhades.  Thefe  is  no  thought 
of  an  umbrageous  walk ;  and  pure  as  the 
charming  vegetation  is,  excepting  only  the 
gloomy  and  mutilated  olive  tree,  y^t  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  whole  wants  that  fecret,  inimi- 
table, fullnefs  of  harrtianv,  which  is  the  refult 
only  o(  great  and  uninjured  Mature. 

The  whole  is  a  rock:  yet  we  never  fee 
any  bold  projecting  rocks,  any  grottos,  any 
fofefts,  or  any  fprings.  How  different  to 
this  were  the  grandeur  and  harmony  of  the 
noble  and  native  beauties,  which  wt  fo  lately 
faw  in  the  iflands  of  the  bay  of  Naples :  at 
Sorento,  ^  Cava,  at  Vietri,  and  between  Sa-.- 
lerno  and  Avellino  I 

Bzn  is  built  upon  a  rock^  which  is  a  penin^ 
fula.  Horace  calls  it  the  fifh-abounding' 
Bari ;  but  the  fifh  of  this  place,  at  prefent, 
a:re  more  famous  for  their  goodrtefs  than  (oi 
their  numbers.  Though  Horace  is  the  firft 
writer  who  mentions  this  town,  the  inhabit 
tatits  maintain  that  it  is  more  ancient  than^ 
Rome.  This  is  a  kind  of  vanity  peculiar  to 
the  Italians. 

Biri  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  and  may 
contaia  aljout  twenty  thoufand  ir|habi|ants. 
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Jts  trade  principallj  confifts  in  olives  aijd  aU 
monds. 

We  met  with  quantities  of  both  thefe 
trees,  as  we  travelled  on  the  6th,  leaving  the 
coaft  of  the  Adriatic  and  Bari  to  go  to  Ta- 
ranto.  The  beautiful  frefti  verdure  of  the 
almond  tree  is  heightened  by  the  pallid  hue 
of  the  olive.  . 

During  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  halted  at  a 
little  town,  that  is  called  Mondronc;  the  in- 
habitants of  which  were  bufily  employed  in 
celebrating  the  holiday  of  their  patron  Saint, 
Sanfo  Triphone.  About  four  hundred  little 
pieces  of  artillery,  made  of  gun  barrels^  were 
arranged  before  the  church  ;  and,  according  tp 
the  cuftom  of  the  place,  were  fired  in  lionour 
of  the  Saint,  as  his  image  was  borne  in.  folemn 
proceffion,  accompanied  by  priefts,  banners, 
drums,  and  fifes.  The  people  entreated  us 
very  much  to  look  at  their  beautiful  Saint. 
It  was  the  figure  of  a  warrior,  completely 
armed,  about  half  the  fize  of  a  man :  a  kind 
of  puppet,  cut  in  wood. :  The  honours  now 
paid  to  him  were  probably  the  honours  that 
were  formerly  paid,  in  the  fame  place,  to  fprne 
Jiero. 

The 
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The  Italians  are  always  inclined  to  confider 
their  Saints'  days  as  holidays.  They  fre- 
quently mingle  with  this  trifling  amufement 
an  inward  but  fleeting  fenfe  of  devotion :  a 
flafh  which,  among  moft  of  them,'  fcarcely 
pafl!es  perhaps  from  the  irtiage  to  the  Saint  :^ 
much  lefs  to  him  who  alone  is  worthy  of 
adoration. 

In  the  eveniiig,  wfe  rode  throiigh  a  wood  ; 
in  which,  allong  With  the  oak,  there  were 
inany  cork  trees.  Thi^  kind  of  tree  appears* 
to  be  a  medium  between  oUr  oak  and  the 
evergreen  prickly  oakj  the  fruit  of  which, 
though  lefs,  is  perfedlly  like  our  acorn.  The 
fruit  of  the  cork  tree  is  ftill  lefs  than  this^  and 
riot  fo  long;  and,  like  the'  other  kinds  of 
acorn,  it  is  eaten  by  fwine.  Corks  for  bottled 
are  made  from  the  bark  of  this  tree;  and  like- 
wife  cork  foles :  for  which  reafon  it  is  called 
by  fome  the  flipper  tree.  This  bark  is  alfo 
ufed  for  the  nets  of*  fifhermen :  becaufe,  by 
fwimming  on  the  furface,  it  fhews  where  th^ 
nets  have  been  caft.  Of  this  likewife  thel 
cork  jacket  is  made  ;  which  is  ufed  for  fwim- 
ming, and  the  ufe  of  which  is  ancient.  Iq 
the  advice  given  to  Horace  by  his  father,  the 
Q  3  latter 
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latter  adds,  •*  When  thoii  art  old^  thou  wilt 
iwim  without  the  help  of  bark  •/' 

■    •■     Nabisfwe  cortice*: 

figuratively  to  tell  him  he  would  not  then 
want  aid.  This  valuable  tree  feems  deftxned 
by  the  Creator,  for  our  tjfe,  to  be  robbed 
of  its  bark:  for  every  other  tree,  when 
ftripped  of  its  bark,  dies.  The  barl^  is  four 
fingers  thick ;  and,  after  it  has  b#en  peeled 
away,  grows  agaiin  in  two  years* 

•  "W?  pafled  the  ni,ght  in  the  little  town  ojf 
Giojai;  an^d,  on  the  ytb,  we  again  came  to  ^ 
large  foreft:  but  the  ftony  foil  will  not  permit 
the  trees  to  attain  a  beautiful  growth*  Here 
and  there,  we  faw  good  corn  fields:  but  we 
met  with  others, 

^*  Wo^  injkinigem  acker y  die  faat  der  Uefel  erjHchet  f , 

as  Klopftock,  in  an  inimitably  expreffive  and 
rugged  verfe,  has  told  us. 

We  ex;pe<a:ed  to  have  met  with  a  ridge  of 
the  Apennines,  which  fhould  have  formed 
the  heart  of  the  peninfula:  but  the  rocky 

♦*  Hoij.  i.  Sat.  iv.  lie. 

f  In  ftony;  Igf^s,  wlKre  flints  xk^  fc^d  had  iillcd. 

hills. 
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hills^  that  lie  between  Gioja  and  Mafafra,  do 
hot  deferye  this  name.  The  whole  country 
between  Bari  and  Taranto,  like  the  coaft  be- 
tween Barletta  and  Bari^  is  flat  and  rocky*, 

At  noon/  We  yielded  to  the  friendly  ini« 
portunitied  of  our  hoft,  at  Mafafraj  who 
took  m  to  the  church,  to  fhew  us  the  carved 
Image  of  the  Madonna  delta  Scala  :  Our  Lady 
of  the  Ladder.     With  what  enthufiafm  did 

he  fpeak  *— —  not  of  the  Virgin of  the 

Image  !  You  no  doubt  remember  the  coiiteft 
that  arofe  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  between 
the  Thundering  Jupiter  and  the  Jui^terof  the 
Capitol.  The  common  people  in  Italy  arc 
all  zealous  for  the  image  of  their  town*  It 
is  not  fo  much  the  Holy  Virgin  as  the  Hojy 
Virgin,  of  the  Ladder  j  nor  fo  much  the  Holy 
Virgin  of  the  Ladder  as  the  particular  image 
belonging  to  thdr  own  town^  and  their  own 
parifh  church,  that  is  the  objed  of  their  devo-> 
tion.  This  devotional  zeal  is  the  aflbciate  of 
national  vanity.  The  folemn  honours  of  thd 
Saint  are  combined  with  popular  games,  and 
fports ;  and  with  public  feftivals,  which  fre- 
quently degenerate  into  pernicious  excefs. 

The  fhrubs  and  vegetation  of  thefe  ftony  re- 
0^4  gions 
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gions  are  very  powerfully  odoriferous ;  and 
efpecially  the  bufhy  cljius^  which  fills  the  air 
with  a  balfamic  fcent.  Its  bloom  is  gene- 
rally white,  though  fometimes  red ;  and  the 
flower,  which  the  German  gardeners  call 
ciftus-rojlein^ ^  can  fcarcely  be  diftinguifhed 
from  the  field  rofe :  though  the  leaves  and 
buds  are  very  different  from  the  leaves  and 
buds  of  that  plant.  .  The  ciftus  with  us  is  a 
green-houfe  plant, 

A  bufti,  the  leaves  of  which  refemble  tre- 
foil, and  which  bears  great  quantities  of  a 
fruit  that  refembles  beans,  likewife  grows 
wild  here.  The  people  call  it  lupina  felvag^ 
gia :  or  the  wild  ltipi?ius. 

As  the  Greeks  had  named  all  Apulia  after 
Japyx^  who  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a  fon 
of  Dsedalus,  by  others  a  brother  of  Daunius 
and  Peucetius,  the  fons  of  LycaoUj  fo  they 
called  the  peninfula  (which  fometimes  is  now 
called  Terra  di  Lecce^  from  the  chief  town 
Lecce^  but  oftener  Terra  (TOiranto  after 
Otranto)  Meflapia;  from  Meflapus,  who  was 
faid  to  be  a  fon  of  Neptune. 

■    '"■  Mejfapus  equutn  domitoVi  Neptunia proles. 

ViRG.  j(En.  vii.  691. 

■^  Little  ciftus  rofe.    - 

•MeiTapus 
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Meflapus  next,  great  Neptune  was  his  fire.  ,    . 

Dryden,  V.  95c;* 

The  ancients  called  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
peninfula  Calabria ;  and  the  weft  the  land  of 
the  Salentines :  though  the  latter  was  fre- 
quently included  under  the  name  Calabria. 
Thus  the  infcription  of  the  monument  of  Vir- 
gil, which  fome  hold  to  have  been  written  by 
the  poet  himfelf,  tells  us, 

Mantua  me  genuitj  Calabri  rapuerty  tenet  nunc 
Parthenope  :  cecini  pafcua^rura^  duces. 

I  fung  flocks,  tillage,  heroes  :  Mantua  gave 
Me  life,  Brundufium  death,  Naples  a  grave. 

Life  of  Virgtl  prefixed  to  Dryden^s  Tranfiation* 

Tarentum,  where  Virgil  refided  for  fome 
time^  was  underftood  by  the  general  name 
Calabria.  ^ 

The  provinces,  which  are  now  called  Cala^ 
bria  citra  ^  and  Calabria  oltra^  had  very  diffe- 
rent names  given  them  by  the  ancients  ;  who, 
atfirft,  called  them  by  the  common  term  Lu- 
cania.  When  fugitive  fhepherds  rofe  againft 
their  rulers,  and  founded  an  individual  ftate, 
Calabria  oltra^  which  we  likewife,  becaufe  of 
its  fouthern  fituation,  call  Calabria,  received 
3  from 
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from  them  the  name'  of  Bruttium  *  and  this 
muft  not  be  confounded  with  Abruzzo^  which 
is  the  modern  name  of  a  part  of  the  ancient 
Samnium.  Calcbria  citra  continued  to  be 
called  Lucania  by  the  ancients^ 

Virgil  makes  Meflapus  combat  againfl  the 
Trojans,  as  the  ally  of  Turnus,  The  people 
of  Meffapia  were  not  of  Greek  origin,  but 
were  called  by  the  Greeks  barbarians  :  a  word 
which,  among  them,  did  not  fo  accurately 
fignify  a  barbarous  nation  as  a  nation  that 
was  not  Greek,  .  Tarentum  was  not  only 
the  principal  town  in  Meffapia  but  in  all 
Italy  J  and  was  taken  by  the  Greek*  about 
feven  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  i 
the  occafion  of  which  I  will  relate. 

During  a  tedious  war  between  the  Spartans 
and  the  Meflenii,  the  Lacedemonian  womefl 
complained  of  being  fo  long  deprived  of  all 
intercourfe  with  their  hufbands. 

Among  the  Spartans,  more  than  among 
any  other  of  the  Greeks,  and  more  even  than 
among  the  Romans,  the  man  was  fubordinate 
to  the  citizen,  and  virtue  to  the  ftate.  The 
.women  were  permitted,  or  rather  commanded, 
to  receive  the  youths, /vvrho  remained  at  home, 
as  their  hulbands.  When  the  army  at  length 
a  returned, 
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feturned,  the  fruits  of  thefe  cbntieftions,  who 
Iwrerc  improperly  enough  called  maiden  fons, 
Tra^^ivioij  were  conftdered  as  natural  children. 
This  enraged  them  ;  and^  under  the  conduct 
of  Phalantbus,  many  of  them  left  their  coun« 
try,  and  with  their  leader  landed  on  the  coaft 
of  Italy. 

The  oracle  had  told  Phalanthus  that  he 
fhould  fettle  in  that  land,  and  city,  where  it 
fhould  rain  from  a  clear  fky,  Phalanthus 
defeated  the  barbarians ;  but  conquered  neither 
their  town  nor  their  country,  and  was  grieved 
that  he  could  not  difcover  the  meaning  of 
the  oracle.  His  wife  accompanied  him^ 
endeavoured  to  afford  him  confolation,  and, 
as  hk  bead  happened  to  be  lying  on  her  lap 
that  fhe  might  free  it  from  vermin,  her  tears 
wetted  the  hair.  It  then  immediately  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled : 
for  his  wife's  name  was -^//)&r^,  which  fignifies 
clear  Jky  *.  Strengthened  by  this  animating 
hope,  he  took  Tarentum  the  following  night ; 
which,  at  that  time,  was  the  greateft  and 
wealthieft  city  of  the  Barbarians  on  the  fea 

*  Strabo  :  and  Paufaitias,  lii>.  x» 

cbaft. 
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coaft  *.  The  city  and  the  riverj  among  thtf 
Greeks,  preferved  their  ancient  name  of 
Taras ;  from  the  hero  Taras,  to  whom  the 
founding  of  Tarentum  was  afcribed,  and  to 
whom  they  did  the  honour  of  fuppofing  him 
to  be  a  fon  of  Neptune,  From  Taras  the" 
Romans  formed  Tarentus^  and  more  frequently 
Tarentum ;  and  from  thefe  came  its  prefent 
name,  Taranto.  The  firfl:  fyllable  is  pro- 
nounced long :  as  likewife  is  the  O,  in  the* 
name  of  the  town  of  Otranto.     The  fchool 

*  There  are  people  who  would  entirely  banifh  fablef 
from  ancient  hiftory  ;  and  by  fuch  people  I  fhall  frequently 
be  criticifed.  To  feparate  the  fabulous  from  the  hiftoricaly 
as  frequently  as  poflible,  is  good  :  but  not  without  ex- 
ception. Truth  often  is  concealed  behind  the  veil  of  fa- 
ble. BeGde,  fable  appears  to  me  ftill  more  impbrtant 
as  it  affords  a  hiftory  of  human'genius  than  as  the  veil  of 
hitlorical  fa£l :  and  this  is  a  fpecies  of  hiftory  more  en-^ 
gaging  to  the  true  philofopher  than  the  moft  pompous 
details  of  war,  or  fucceflions  of  dynafties.  I  have  a  paf- 
fing  recolleftion  that  Fenelon  is  guilty  of  an  anachronifm 
of  five  hundred  years,  when  he  makes  his  hero,  Telema- 
ch\is,  the  contemporary  of  Phalanthus.  Poets  have  the 
right  of  changing  ages  to  anfwer  their  purpofes.  We 
ought  not  to  choofe  a  poet  as  our  guide  through  the 
labyrinth  of  chronology.  I  know  a  lady  of  wit  and  un- 
derftanding  who  ftudies  the  Englifh  hiftory  by  reading 
Shakefpeare,  - 

of 
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4of  Pythagoras  floviriflied  for  a  time  in  Taren-* 
Jum  J  and  prpduced  Archytas,  one  of  th^ 
greateft  men  of  antiquity,  who  governed  the 
town  with  wifdom  and  refpedt,  and  who  was 
the  contemporary  and  friend  of  Plato. 

It  ly^ewife  formed  Lyfis,  a  citizen  of  Ta-^ 
rentum ;  and  he  the  great  Epaminondas,  the 
pride  of  Thebes  and  Greece,  in  an  age  whea 
great  men  were  no  longer  common* 

The  people  of  Tarentum  were  celebrated 
for  bpidily  exercifes ;  and  a  certain  method 
of  training  war  horfes  was  called,  after  them, 
TctiOxvTCLvi^eiv*  Apart  of  the  bay  of  Twen- 
fum,  which  was  called  the  iS^/^r/^/^  fields, 
was  famed  fpr  its  ftud^*  j  and  even  ftill 
affords  good  Jiorfes  f . 

Mifufmg 
^  Hor.  i.  Sat.  vi.  59. 

f  The  prefent  archbiftlpp  of  Taranto  found  a  fragment 
of  ancient  marble,  in  the  principal  church,  on  which  is  the 
following  part  of  an  infcription  : 


AABnNAEKAIIIOnTGIOTEKAlI 
.0EOI2 


Itm 


From  the  part  that  remains  of  this  infcription,  it  is  evi- 
Jent  that  he  who  dedicated  this  ftone  to  the  Gods  had 

been 
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Mifufifig  the  fertility  of  tht  e&rth  &Ad  the 
inildnefs  of  the  air,  the  people  of  Tarentuitt 
gradiially  gave  themfelves  up  to  indolence, 
and  voluptuoufnefs.  At  the  time  thsit  they 
affronted  Rome,  their  power  was  great. 
They  plundered  a  Roman  fquadron  of  fhips, 
killed  the  commander^  and  infulted  the  ambaf* 
fadors  that  came  to  complain  of  the  vlokiiea 
done  to  the  rights  of  nations.  However  it  ^ 
appears  that,  in  the  interim,  the  Romans 
were  fecretly  praiSifmg  againft  the  do^ra^ed 
alhance,  and  were  the  real  promoters  of  the 
breach  of  peace :  birt  this  artful  conquering 
people  knew  how  to  take  advanteige  of  the 
rafhnefs  which  they  excited  6*hers  to  com- 
mit ;  and,  under  the  pretext  of  juftice,  to 
he  guilty  of  depredations.  War  was'  pro- 
claimed, by  Rome,  and  Tarentum  applied  to 
Pyrrhus  for  help.  After  Pyrrhus  had  departed 
from  Italy,  the  Tanntlni  called  for  aid  oa 
the  Carthaginians  :  however  they  foon  made 
peace  with  the  Romans  *. 

In  the  fecond  Punic  war,  they  were  the  al- 

bccn  viftor  in  games  \  of  which  fome  were  In  imita-* 
tionof  the  Pythian,  and  others  of  the  Olympic,  games. 

*  Liv.  Epit.  xii.  xiv-xv. 

lies 
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lies  of  the  Carth^^ginians  ;  and  their  dty  was 
taken  by  Fabius  through  treachery .r  Two 
of  their  leaders^  Nicpn  and  Democratea,  fell  in 
combat  *y  and  it  was  thought  that  the  third, 
Philomenes,  who  had  left  the  city  full  gallop 
*nd  was  not  again  heard  of,  had  thrown  him- 
fdif  into  a  well.  It  was  he  who  had  advifed 
the  alliance  with  Hannibal. 

Many  ftatucs  and  piftures  were  found  by 
the  Romans ;  ^nd,  among  others,  coloflal  fta«-  ^ 
tues  of  their  Gods,  in  combating  attitudes. 
Fabius,  who  probably  forefaw  the  influence 
which  an  exceflive  admiration  of  thefe  works 
of  art  would  have  on  the  manners  of  the  Ro- 
mans^ did  not  take  away  the  ftatues,  and  the 
pictures.  When  he  was  queftioned  what 
booty  he  had  tJ^en  and  how  he  had  a£ted,  the 
fage  leader  replied,  he  bad  left  the  Tarentim 
their  angry  Gods  *• 

Thus  Tarentum  loft  its  freedom,  of  which 
it  had  become  unworthy  and  perhaps  incapa* 
ble,  through  effeminacy  and!  arrogance. 

In  the  time  of  it&  profperity,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  Strabo,  it  had  as  great  a  fleet 
^  any  people  of  Greece  ;  and  contained  thirty 
thoufand  foot,  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  three 

•  *  Liv.  xxvii.  15  and  j6, 

thoufand 
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thoufand  knights.  The  gex)grapher  adds  that 
the  people  were  fo  fuok  in  voluptuoufnefe 
that  they  had  more  feftivals  than  there  were 
days  in  the  year.  Thus,  in  Strabo's  time^ 
who  was  a  contemporary  of  Auguftus,  though 
fubjeded,  they  had  become  more  happy  than 
their  voluptuous  forefathers  had  been  toward 
the  conclufion  of  their  independence.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  enjoyed  even 
more  freedom,  under  the  Caefars,  than  they 
did  toward  the  clofe  of  what  they  called  their 
age  of  liberty.  A  ftate  is  free,  or  flavifh,  ac- 
cording as  the  laws  *  govern,  or  are  ne- 
gleded.  And  how  could  the  voluptuous  and 
degraded  Tarmtini  efcape  the  affli(3:ion  of 
^ifobedience  to  the  laws  ? 

Taranto  at  prefent  may  contain  eighteen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  and  is  built  upon  the 
ground  where  the  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Ta- 
rentum  flood  ;  between  what  is  called  Mare 
Piccolo^  or  little  fea,  and  the  bay  of  Taranto. 
This  is  a  rocky  ifland  ;  on  each  fide  of  which 
thjere  is  a  bridge,  that  gives  it  a  communi- 
cation ,  with  the  two  feas ;  or  rather  with 
the  little .b^y  and  the  great,  between  which  it 

*  Subftitute  the  word  morals^  aiid  the   reafoning  will 
be  excellent.    T. 

Hands, 
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ftands.  This  is  the  oiily  place  in  the  Medi-s 
terranean  fea  where  regularly,  and  indubita-^ 
bly,.  every  fix  hours,  the  tide  is  obferved  to 
ebb  and  flow  *.  The  Mare  Piccolo  lies  to  the 
eaft  and  the  north  of  the  town ;  and  the  bay 
of  Taranto  to  the  weft  and  the  fouth.  The 
ancient  town  extended  far  toward  the  fouth  5 . 
Sind  the  whole  Mare  Piccolo^  which  is  more 
than  two  German  miles  in  circumference^ 
ferved  it  as  a  haven* 

The  Archbifhop  of  Taranto,  a  Neapolitan 
of  the  noble  family  of  Capece-Latro,  had  the 
kindnefs  to  invite  us  on  the  8  th,  the  mora* 
ing  of  the  day  after  our  arrival,  to  his  palace^ 

*  In  the  time  of  Ferdinand  the  Firft^  of  Arragon, 
Taranto  was  a  penlnfuh ;  but,  after  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond, in  tht  year  1480,  had  taken  Otranto,  and  it  was 
prefumed  that  he  would  arrive  with  his  fleet  at  Taranto^ 
Ferdinand  commianded  that  the  capefliouldbe  cut  through* 
The  work  was  continued  by  his  fon,  Alphonfus  5  and 
Philip  the  Second,  fon  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  commanded 
the  canal  to  be  widened,  and  rendered  ii^vigable.  Iti 
procefs  of  time,  it  became  dammed  up  5  and  the  air  was 
thus  rendered  tery  unhestlthy  :  but  Don  Carlos,  the  father  , 
of  the  reigning,  King,  that  Don  Carlos  to  whom  the 
Two  Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted,  in  1755,  with  the 
labour  of  three  years  once  tnoie  opened  it  j  and  firice  that 
time  the  air  of  Taranto  is  iiot  only  healthy  but  balfamid* 
^idtDelicia  Tarent'iM. 

Vol.  III.  R  He 
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He  is  a  man  cf  lAuch  intelligence,  uncoiii-' 
monly  pleafing  in  his  manners,  and  has  a 
countenance  that,  while  it  beams  with  bene* 
volence  and  dignity  of  foul,  appears  to  me 
extremely  to  rcfcmble  the  portraits  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France.  I  have  met  with  few 
men  who  were  fo  familiar  with  nature  as  he 
is,  or  who  fo  well  knew  how  to  enjoy  her 
beauties.  He  is  one  of  thofe  rare  men  with 
whom  you  are  as  intimately  acquainted,  and 
as  openly  confidential,  the  firft  day  you  meet 
as  with  the  tried  friend  of  years. 

He  fhewed  us  the  garden  of  a  monaftery, 
which  lies  tolerably  diftant  from  the  prefent 
town,  eaftward,  and  which  proves  the  gran- 
deur of  the  ancient  city ;  for  we  find  indu- 
bitable traces  in  it  of  an  amphitheatre.  This 
muft  have  been  the  work  df  the  Romans ; 
for  the  Greeks  held  thefe  blood  thirfty  fpec- 
tacles  in  abhorrence.  Nor  could  it  have  been 
built  before  the  time  of  the  laft  Emperors  of" 
the  firft  century  j  becaufe,  under  AuguftuSy. 
Rome  itfelf  had  no  amphitheatre,  but  thefe 
fpedacles  were  exhibited  in  the  Circus.  It 
was  no  doubt  erefted,  by  the  Romans,  either 
within  or  immediately  in  the  yicinity  of  the 
city ;  for  we  find  that,  regardlels  of  the  well 

founded 
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founded  tlifguft  of  the  Gteeks,   they  built 
amphitheatres  in  moft  of  the  Greek  towns. 

From  this  the  Archbifhop  took  us  to  a  iittk 
country  houfcj  on  the  banks  of  the  Mare 
Piccolo  ;  where,  for  his  recreation  on  the  wa^. 
ter,  h^  has  built  a  fmali  haven,  in  which  theyp 
are  fome  boats.    He  jocularly  calls  this  haven 
his  Breft)  and  we  went  on  board  one  of  thd 
boats,  where  w^e  witnefl^d  the  fingular  ceco^ 
nomy  of  the  fliell  fiOi,  which  is  called  co%zci 
pelofa  :  or,  mityltts  efculentiiu     Thefe  fifh,  for 
their  tafte,  are  preferred  to  all  Qthers,  are  pe- 
culiar to  this  little  fea,  and  are  fent  from  herfi 
to  Naples.     Stakes  of  pine  are  driven  into 
the  fea  iii  the  month  bf  December,  wheU  very 
fmall  Ihell  fifh  cling  in  great  quantities  roundt 
thefe  flakes.  In  the  motith  of  May,  the  flakes 
^re  almpft  entirely  covered  with  them  •  and 
one  fhell  hangs  to  another  like  kes,  when  a 
young  fwarm  is  pendent,  in  the  form  of  si 
bunch  of  grapes.     They  are  then  fuddenly 
torn  away,  and  thrown,  as  they  hang  in  cluA 
ters,  into  the  fea ;  where  they  attain  their  full    , 
growth,  to  pleafethe  palate  of  the  ever  volup* 
tuous  Tarantines.     If  they  are  fufFered  to  xt-      ~ 
main  on  the  flake,  they  duly  keep  the  growth 
Which  they  had  attained  during  the  winter. 
Ra  It 
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It  was  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants  thsct 
thefe  flakes  could  only  be  profitably  erefted 
to  a  certain  diftance  near  the  town  :  but  the 
Archbifhop,  by  his  example,  has  taught  them 
better  ;  and  the  trade,  which  is  very  valuable 
to  the  fifhermen  of  Taranto,  has  greatly 
increafed. 

The  oyfters  of  this  little  fea  are  likewifc 
peculiarly  good.  People  take  a  curved  and 
■forked  inftrument,  with  many  teeth,  by 
which  they  obtain  whatever  oyfters  they 
pleafe  from  the  tranfparent  water  j  and,  like 
as  it  is  pleafant  to  eat  frui^  under  the  tree,  fo 
they  here  eat  living  oyfters  in  their  boats. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  remarkably  rich  in 
fifli ;  particularly  in  varieties  of  oyfters,  and 
fliell  fi(h  ;  and  perhaps  as  abundantly  fo  a$ 
any  part  of  the  luxuriant  Mediterranean, 
Regulations,  which  probably  are  as  ancient' 
afe  the  times  bf  the  Greeks,  determine  what 
kind  of  fifli  are  to  be  taken  every  month. 

Horace  makes  the  proficient  in  the  art  of 
cookery,  Catius,  celebrate  the  fhell  fifh  of 
Tarentum : 

PcBinibus  patulisja^atfe  molle  Tarentum. 

HoR.  Serm.  ii.  fat-  iv.  34. 

Ani 
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And  foft  Tarcntum  bro^dcft  fcollops  boafts. 

Francis. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  only  acceffible  to  the 
natives  of  Taranto,  and  the  people  on  its  bor- 
dersv  Other  fiihermen,  even  thofe  of  Bari, 
though  they  are  fufFered  to  fifli  round  the 
peninfula  and  in  the  bay  of  Taranto,  are  here 
prohibited.  The  Tarantines  complain  that 
thefe  ftrangers  injure  their  filhery,  by  making 
the  mefties  of  their  nets  too  fmall^  and  catch- 
ing millions  of  young  fry,  inftead  of  fufFer- 
ing  the  fifh  to  attain  their  full  fize. 

The  water  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  is  by  np 
means  fo  fait  as  that  of  the  bay,  or  of  the 
main  fea ;  for  it  is  fweetened  by  many  frefh 
fprings  ;  as  its  waves  curl,  their  round  polifhed 
furface  denotes  thefe  fprings ;  which  are  called 
by  the  Tarantines  (?^rj&/  dd mare:  or,  eyes  of 
the  fea.  From  thefe  frefh  water  can  be  ob- 
tained between  the  fait  waves  ;  and  the  afpeft 
of  the  white  round  fwellings  of  thefe  frefh 
firings,  furrounded  by  the  more  lofty  and 
blue,  billows,  is  charming  \  efpecially  when, 
as  the  fun  goes  down,  the  purple  and  foam- 
ing waves  refled  the  rofe  coloured  atmofphere 
^s  in  a  mirror. 

The  foft  rifmg  of  the  fhores  is  charaderiflic 

R3  ^f 
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of  the  whole  country,  Th6  olive  and  the  fig 
tree  grow  befide  each  other;  and  both  kinds 
here  attain  a  very  fpperior  growth.  The 
country  is  indefcribably  pleafant.  The  Mart 
Piccolo  is  not  fubje£t  to  ftorms  j  and  tepid  airs, 
beneficently  tepid,  not  like  thofc  of  Pefio,  waft 
odours  from  ihore  to  fhore :  where  ^he  con- 
tinually frefh  verdure  is  rendered  increafingly 
charming,  by  the  azure  of  the  fea,  and  the 
clearnefs  of  the  atmofphere ;  which  is  almoft 
invariable. 

The  little  riv6r  Galaefus,  whibh  the  Spartan 
fcolony  that  fettled  here  likewife  called  the 
Euratas^  after  a  river  in  Lacedaemonia,  emptieis 
itfelf,  oppofite  the  tbwn,  into  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

The  banks  of  this  river  were  formerly  fa- 
tnoiia  for  their  woolly  flocks:  but  the  preferit; 
treed  of  thefe  paftures  is  not  particularly 
excellent ;  for  the  white  fheep  die  if  they  fee4 
on  a  plant  that  is  called  fUmoh.  It  is  very 
remarkable  that  the  fheep  that  haye  black 
fpots  on  the  head,  as  well  as  thpfe  that  atie 
entirely  black,  or  brown,  have  nothing  to  feat 
from  tl^is  plant,  Several  people  aflured  me 
of  the  truth  of  this  fad ;  and  I  faW  tnatiy 
fheep  that  had  thefe  black  fpots  on  thd  head, 
but  no|;  one  th?it  was  entirely  v^hite. 
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III  the  afternoon^  we  went  with  the  Arch- 
bifliop  to  a  long  fmall  cape,  in  the  Mare  Pic^ 
4:olo ;  which  abounded  in  various  kinds  of 
iheli  fifh,  and  white  corals.  ^  * 

During  our  little  fea  trip  of  this  day,  the 
weather,  with  Tarantine  levity,  bad  frequently 
varied,  and  the  winds  had  blown  in  all  direc- 
tions ;  yet  they  had  given  us  no  difturbance, 
as  they  would  have  done  in  other  places, 
where  fuch  changes  are  accompanied  by 
ftorms.  The  fouth  wind  here,  nay  the  fo 
much  by  all  Italy  dreaded  SdirOjuCO,  or  louth 
eaft,  is  pleafant :  but  the  north  wind  in  this 
country  brings  heat. 

The  great  bay  of  Taranto  does  not  pofleis 
fo  friendly  a  charader  as  the  Mare  Piccolo; 
though  its  beauties  are  more  dignified.  Dur- 
ing ftorms,  its  waves  fwell  into  foaming  bil- 
lows. Near  Taranto,  the  fhores  are  not  high : 
but,  on  the  right,  you  fee  the  ftill  fnow- 
covered  mountains  of  the  province  of  Bajilh- 
cata^  which  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  Sammuni^ 
the  country  of  the  courageous  Samnites ;  and, 
on  the  left,  the  mountains  of  Calabria  citra 
rife,  formerly  Lucania^  befide  which  the 
voluptuous  Sybaris  was  built. 

}pi  the  middle  ©f  the  bay,  there  are  two  low 
R  4  iflands \ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


148  TRAVELS  OF 

iflands ;  the  greateft  of  which  is  cultivated^ 
and  was  called  Ele£lrisy  by  the  ancients.  I 
believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  give 
it  no  other  name  than  that  of  the  ifland  :  or 
the  great  ifland. 

On  the  top  of  a  cape,  that  runs  into  the  fea 
on  the  left,  is  a  watch  tower  that,  after  Saint 
Vitus,  is  called  San  Vito  .-'many  of  which  tow- 
ers were  ereded,  on  the  coafts  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies, by  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  landholders,  on  whofe  eftates 
thefe  towers  are  built,  to  keep  a  man  and  a 
horfe  continually  in  readinefs ;  that  an  imme- 
diate alarm  may  be  given,  on  the  approach  or 
the  landing  of  any  corfairs  :  but  this  is  a  duty 
that  is  feldom  fulfilled.  In  the  watch  towers 
that  I  have  vifited,  I  found  no  horfe. 

Large  ftones  lie  on  the  ftrand  of  this  fea,  in 
all  of  which  fhells  arc  found  ;  and  there  is  a 
grotto  of  this  kind  formed  in  a  rock,  which 
is  remarkably  beautiful :  the  fhells  being  en- 
tirely the  work  of  nature,  and  of  time. 
Good  fait  is  depofited  by  the  water  that  had 
been  inclofed  in  many  of  thefe  ftones. 

The  river  Tara^  the  Taras  of  the  ancients, 
empties  itfelf  into  the  great  bay;  on  the 
^ores  of  which  the  fame  kind  of  tree$  grow 

.       thai 
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that  embellifli  the  Mare  Piccolo.  They  both 
contain  many  odoriferous  gardens:  though 
there  are  forae  trees  that  floqriih  better  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  than  on  thofe  of 
the  great  bay.^becaufe  the  fait  particles  of  the 
latter  fill  the  air,  and  injure  their  growth. 

In  the  garden  of  one  of  the  canons,  the  j4&^ 
bate  Tomm^i^  pn  the  fjiore  pf  the  Mare  Pic^ 
foloy  I  faw  orange  and  citron  trees  equal -evea 
to  thofe  that  I  had  met  with  at  Sorento ;  and 
along  with  them,  the  fig,  the  pomegranate,  and 
the  apricot  tree,  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

By  the  fide  of  this  little  fea,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Galaefus,  lived  the  induftrious 
hufbandman,  whofe  garden  is  fo  charmingly 
defcribed  by  Virgil.  I  can  the  lefs  refift  the 
temptation  of  tranfcribing  this  delightful  paC- 
fage,  becaufe  the  defcription  is  as  applicable 
to  the  prefent  gardens,  of  this  country,  as  to 
the. pad :  except  that  I  muft  remark  that  Vir- 
gil has  either  given  a  poetical  power  to  Win- 
ter, which  it  did  not  pofTefs,  or,  in  his  days, 
the  climate  of  thefe  fortunate  lands  was  muqh 
lefs  mild  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Namquefuh  Oebalia  *  memini  me  turrlhus  altis^ 
^ta  niger  humsElat  Jlaventia  culta  GaiafuSy 


Corycii 


turn 


f  Virgil  caUs  Tarentum,  which  was  a  Spartan  colony, 

pebalia. 
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Corydum  ♦  vidiffefemm :  cuipauca  nliSi 
jfugera  ruris  erant ;  mcfertills  illajuvenctSy 
Nee  pecori  opportuna  jeges^  nee  eommoda  Bacch(h 
Jiie  rarum  tamen  in  dumis  olus^  albaque  eircum 
JLUiay  verbenafque  premens^  vefcumque  papaver^ 
Regum  aquabeit  tpes  anhnis  ;  feraque  revertens 
NoEfe  domumy  dapibus  tnenfas  merabat  inemptis. 
JPrimus  ifere  rofam  atque  auElumno  earpere  poma  ; 
j^tquum  trijiis  biems  etiamnum  frigore  faxa 
fiumperet^  et  glaeie  eurfus  frenaret  aquarumy 
Jtk  comam  motlisjatn  iondeist  hyaeinthij 
^Jlatem  increpitans  feram  Zephyrofque  morantei^ 
Ergo  apibus  fastis  idem  atque  examine  multo 
J^rimus  abundarej  eifpumantia  cogere  prejjis 
Melhfavis;  illi.tilia  atque  uberrima  pinus: 
^otque  infiore  novo  pomis  fe  fertdis  arbos 
Jndueratf  totidem  auBumno  matura  tenebat^ 
Jlle  etiamferas  in  verfum  dj/lulit  ulmoSf    • 
Eduramque  pirum^  etfpinos  jam  prunaferenteSy 
Jnmque  miniflfaniem  platanuin  potantibus  umbras^ 

VlRG.  GcOTg.  iv.  12 J* 

For  wKerc,  with  (lately  towVs,  Tarentum  ftanda, 
IVnd  deep  Galefus  foaks  the  yellow  fands, 
I  chanc'd  an  old  Corycian  fwain  to  know 
Xprd  of  few  acres,  and  thpfe  barren  too : 
Unfit  for  ftieep,  or  vines,  and  more  unfit  to  fow 
Yet  laVring  well  his  little  fpot  of  ground, 
Stomc  fcattering  potherbs  here  and  there  he  found 


.] 


Oebalia,  after  an  ancient  Kiog  of  Spart?,  Oebalus,  the 

father  of  Tyndarus. 

♦  Corycus,  a  promontory   of  Cllicia.  Pompey  granted 

l^nds  in  Italy,  on  this  coaft,  to  the  conquered  pirates  of 

Aftfi  Minor,   See  the  remarks  of  Vofs.  . 

6  Whicl^ 
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Which,  culdrited  with  his  daily  care, 

^hd  bruis-d  with  yerrain,  were  his  daily  fare. 

JSometim^  white  lilies  did  their  leaves  afford, 

With  wholefome  poppy  flowers  to  mend  his  hoiiiely  liOard; 

For,  late  retutniiig  home,  he  flipped  at  cafe. 

And  wifely  deemM  th6  wealth  of  monarchs  ItCi: 

The  little  of  his  own,  becaUfe  hi&  own,  4id  |)le^e« 

To  quit  his  carei  he  gathered  firft  of  all 

Jn  fpring  the  rofcs,  apples  in  the  fall ; 

And  when  cold  winter  fplit  the  f ocks  in  twain^ 

^nd  ice  the  rUilning  rivers  ditj  reftrain, 

Jle  ftripp'd  the  bears-foot  of  its  leafy  growth  ; 

And,  calling  weftern  winds,  accus'd  the  {pring  of  Qo&^ 

He  therefore  firft  among  the  fwains  was  found|      >   J 

To  reap  the  produfl:  of  his  labourM  groiind,  r 

And  fqueeze  the  cotnbs  with  golden  Hqu6r  crowti'd  J 

His  limes  were  firft  in  flow'ts  $  his  lofty  pines. 

With  friendly  (hade>  fecur'd'his  tender  vines. 

For  ev-ry  bloom  his  trees  in  fpring  afibrd, 

An  autumn  apple  was  by  tale  reftorM. 

He  knew  to  rank  his  elms  in  even  rows ;    . 

ypr  fruit  the  grafted  pear-tree  to  difpofe; 

And  taipe  to  pllims,  the  fournefs  of  the  floes. 

With  fpreading  planes  he  made  a  cool  retreat, 

^o  Ihade  good  fellows  from  the  fumnier*s  heat. 

Thpugh  Vii^gil  makes  the  old  Cilician 
f  *  Call  on  the  weftem  winds>  accufe  the  Ipring  of  floth/* 

yet  this  might  only  he  to  reprefeut  the  poor 
prejudiced  wi^ndcrer  fts  prefciTing  his  own 

country 
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country  to  this  new  place  of  abode.  I  doubt 
whether  the  eaft  part  of  Cilicia,  lying  under 
Mount  Taurus,  enjoyed  fo  mild  a  climate  as 
tl;ie  weft  of  Tarentum :  though  the  latter  is 
three  degrees  more  to  the  north.  , 

The  fouth  of  Paleftine  had  more  feverc 
winters  than  th?  kingdoms  of  Sicily  and  Na- 
ples: as  we  ipay  clearly  learn  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, from  pafl^ges  in  the  book  of  the  fon  of 
Sirach,  and  from  the  1 47th  Pfalm. 

•^  He  (the  Lord)  givethfnow  like  wool ;  he 
"fcattereth  the  hoar  froft  like  aflies." 

^'  H^  cafteth  forth  his  ice  like  niorfels. 
**  Who  .can  ftand  before  his  cold*  ?'' 

The  fon  of  Sirach  fpeaks  thus  : 

^^  As  birds  flying,  he  fpattereth  the  fnow  j 
*'  and  the  falling  do\5?:n  thereof  is  as  the  light- 
^^  ing  of  grafshoppers. 

^'  The  eye  niarvelleth  at  the  beauty  of  the 
^*  whit?nefs  thereof  j  and  the  heart  is  afto-^ 
^  niflied  ^t  the  raining  of  it. 

"  The  boar  froft  alfo,  as  fait,  he  poureth 
•'  on  the  earth ;  and,  being  congealed,  it  lietU 
*^  on  the  top  of  fharp  flakes. 

^^  When  the  cold  north  wind  blqweth,  and 

.    *  Pfalm  cxivii.  v.  16  and  17. 
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•^  the  water  is  congealed  into  ice,  it  abideth 
"  upon  every  gathering  together  of  water, 
"  and  clotheth  >  the  water  as  with  a  bread- 
«  plate  *;' 

In  the  country  round  Taranto,  they  have 
no  froft ;  nor  do  they  fee  any  fnow,  except 
that  which  lies  even  during  fummer  on  the 
mountains  of  the  province  of  Bafilicata,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  bay.  From  thefe  they 
procure  ice  in  the  midft  of  fummer;  which 
they  eat  with  many  of  their  fruits,  and  mix 
with  their  beverage.  Horace  celebrates  the 
mild  winter  and  the  long  fpring  of  Tarentum* 

The  planting  of  large  trees,  by  the  Cilician 
countryman  of  Virgil,,is  a  proof  that  the  peo- 
ple at  that  time  knew  how  to  profit  by  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil,  near  the  Mare  Piccolo. 
The  fruit  trees  very  quickly  attain  an  extra- 
ordinary growth  ;  and  nobler  kinds  of  them 
no  doubt  are  reared  now  than  were  known 
to  thofe  ages.  At  leaft,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  ancients  knew  how  to  cultivate  all 
the  agfumi  of  Italy,  which  now  fo  greatly 
contribute  to  cmbellifh  and  render  this  lancj ' 
a  paradife. 

*  Ecclefiafticus,  chap.  xliiL  V.  17  to  ao.  The  verfcs, 
as  divided  in  the  German  and  Er^glifh  tranflation  of  the 
Apocrypha,  do  not  correfpond,    T. 

There 
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There  are  htt  only  many  fhells,  fouaci  6f! 
the  fliore  of  the  Mare  Piccaio^  but  numberlefs 
fragments  of  Greek  earthen  vafeSy  both  there 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  is  con-*- 
jcaufcd  that  there  was  a  manufadory  for 
thefe  Vafes,  oppofite  to  where  tracer  are  feen 
of  an  ancient  wall. 

There  is  a  road  to  thefe  fiiores  ttrhich,  pro* 
bably  from  ancient  tradition,  is  called  Gald^^ 
fmith*s  way*  Bits  of  gold  are  ftill  occafion-a 
illy  found  among  the  pebbles,  the  potfherds^ 
and  the  (hells.  The  Archbifhop  knew  an  old 
man,  who  feldom  miffed  a  day  without  col* 
letting  fome  gold,  which  the  fea  had  call  up ; 
and  by  this  meati^  he  made  a  handfome  live-? 
lihood. 

Yefterday,  being  the  i6th,  the  Tarantines 
kept  the  feftival  of  their  patron,  Saint  Catal- 
dus;  who  Was  an  Iriftiman,  and,  according 
to  the  legend,  arrived  here  in  the  fecond  cen- 
tury j  though  I  doubt  whether,  at  that  time^ 
Chriftianity  had  travelled  as  far  as  Ireland^ 
The  love  of  antiquity  may  eafily  have  thrown 
back  the  sera  when  this  bifhop  lived  a  few 
centuries.  During  the  eighth  ninth  and 
tenth  centuries,  when  the  Italians  were  funk 
into  barbarifm,  fome  Hibernians  came  there 

who 
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Vrho  taught  the  fdiences,  nay  more  the  Latin 
language,  in  Italy  j  and  principally  in  Pavia^ 
and  Bologna. 

The  Tarantincs,  as  chriftians,  take  no  left 
delight  in  their  holidays  than  did  their  an* 
ceftors,  as  Pagans.  They  will  ride  miles^ 
from  all  parts,  to  be  prefent  at  the  feftivala 
of  other  towns:  for  which  reafon  many 
perfons  had  arrived  from  the  neighbouring 
places,  on  the  prefent  bccaiion :  the  number 
of  which  vifitors  was  eftimated  at  ten  thou- 
fand. 

The  maglftracy  of  the  town  intended  me 
the  honour  of  making  me  bear  a  ftar,  before 
the  folemn  proceffion  of  the  Saint:  from 
which  proje<3:  they  were  with  difiiculty  di- 
verted, by  the  Archbilhop.  His  authority, 
and  not  my  herefy,  was  my  protection. 

The  lower  orders  are  extremely  credulou5# 
The  principal  obje£t  of  adoration  among  the 
men,  and  ftill  more  among  many  of  the  wo- 
men, appears  to  be  the  filver  image  of  the 
Saint.  With  no  lefs  zeal  than  that  recorded 
by  St.  Paul,  they  feemed  to  emulate  the 
Ephefians  j  while  they  exclaimed,  ^*  Great  ip 
Cataldo,  the  patron  of  Taranto!'* 

The 
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The  ftatue  had  been  taken  from  its  ihAndj 
and  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  chutch,  the 
preceding  day  j  on  the  9th,  in  theafternooni^ 
You  •  can  forrrl  no  coiicefptioti  of  the  clamour 
tof  the  people ;  or  of  the  loud  mixture  of  rio*^ 
toUvS  mirth,  and  fleeting  devotion.  The  wo-j 
men  uttered  their  feelings  with  tears,  howl- 
ings,  atid  hideous  grimaces.  Men  and  wo- 
men, all  wei'e  defirous  of  touching  the  Saint : 
fome  with  their  lips,  others  with  the  hand^ 
and  the  moft  devout  with  their  garments^ 
One  woman  fuccefsfully  opened  herfelf  apaf* 
ikge*  through  the  crowd,  placed  herfelf  fer- 
vently before  the  image,  gazed  ^t  it,  and 
prayed  to  it,  to  excite  its  attention,  as  people 
are  accuftomed  to  do  to  thofe  whom  the/ 
would  awaken  from  a  reverie*  Hi/i !  Jliji  / 
San  Cataldo  I  San  Cataldo  !  A  merchant  coni 
Verfed  with  me  as  zealoufly,  concerning  the 
uncovering  of  the  image,  as  if  he  had  fpoken 
of  the  adtual  appearance  of  the  Saint ;  al- 
though he  knew  he  was  talking  to  a  heretic, 
for  he  had  queftioned  me,  the  Sunday  be- 
fore, whether  I  would  not  go  to  niafs  ?  and 
I  had  told  him  I  was  not  a  Catholic.  His 
terror  deprived  him  of  all  reply*  In  his  panic', 

nofi 
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hot  kijotving  how  to  conceal  it  and  forgetful 
of  what  he  was  doing,  hefuddenly  attempted 
to  kifs  both  my  hands; 

The  divine  fervice  of  yefterday  was  long; 
for  in  TarantOj  and  in  Brindifi,  the  ancient 
Erundufium^  the  epiftles  arid  gofpels  are  al-* 
ways  read  firft  in  Greeks  and  then  in  Latim 
The  folemn  proceflion^  with  the  image 
through  the  town,  was  numeroufly  attended; 

According  to  the  ancient  Greek  cuftom,the 
day  of  the  town  patron,  TtoT^xi^xP^i  was  devoted 
to  national  games.  A  high  pole,  Which 
ivas  foaped  two  thirds  of  its  height^  was 
erected  before  the  gate^  in  honour  of  San 
Cataldoi  A  wheel  was  faftened  above^  which 
was  hung  round  with  hams^  fowls,  flafks^ 
cheefes,  faufages,  and  viandsi  To  climb  up 
this  pole  Was  the  tafk  j  and,  after  many  vain 
attempts  arid  tumbles,  at  length  one  adven- 
turer took  pofleflion  of  the  wheeU  Loud 
fhputs  of  joy,  then  refounded  from  the  place^ 
tlie  eity  walls,  and  the  round  towers :  all  of 
which  were  covered  with  the  thronging  mul- 
titudci  This  was  a  peep  into  Grecian  anti- 
quity. 

The   feopie  are  handfome  j  arid  j  among 

Vol.  IIL  S  the 
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tHe  women,  I  faiar  tmnj  truly  Gi^eek  hesLii^ 
tics.  I  did  not  find  that  undeviating  fur* 
face,  which  defcends  from  the  forehead  to 
tlje  nofe  and  chin  in  a  right  Kne:  a  line 
which  certainly  can  only  exiff  in  nature 
as  an  exception,  is  rather  uncomfmon.  than 
beautiful,  was  firft  ufed  by  artifts  who  were 
guilty  of  excefs,  and  afterward  received 
among  the  dilettanti  as  the  fedion  of  ideal 
beauty:  but  a  gentle  projeding,  which  effec- 
tually connected  in  many  the  right  lined  nofe 
with  the  fmall  forehead. 

T^e  women  wear  their  hair  platted  behind, 
and  wound  round  the  head ;  as  we  fee  it  in 
the  bufls  of  the  Grecian  women,  ^and  efjpe- 
cially  of  the  Mufes.  The  people  of  rank  fub- 
je£t  themfelves  to  the  fafhion ;  and  thus  lofe 
very  much  in  comparifon  with  thofe  who 
adopt  this  beautiful  coftume. 

Both  fexes  are  well  proportioned,  TTic 
women  here  are  fair  complexioned  j  though, 
in  the  other  parts  of  Puglia,  they  are  ftill  a^ 
fwarthy  as  the  Apulians  were  in  the  times  of 
Horace ;  whofe  ufurer,  Alphius,  overcome  for 
a  moment  by  rational  feelings,  figha  after  th€ 
country  and  wifhes  for  a  wife : 

\  Sabina 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  259 

Sahifia  qua/is ^  out  ptrufta  folihus 
PernicisuxorAppuli., 

HoR.  Ejpod,  2. 

Of  fun  burnt  chatms  but  honeft  fame. 
Such  is  the  Sabine  or' Apulian  dame* 

Francis. 

Many  of  the  Tarantine  women  have  fair 
hair,  and  blue  eyes. 

This  handfome  people  were  yefterday  par- 
ticularly jocular ;  and,  after  the  Italian  man- 
ner^ ornamented  with  various  colours. 

The  conqueror  of  the  hams  and  faufages 
played  many  tricks  upon  the  wheel,  took  one 
of  the  flafks  and  drank  to  the  honour  of  the 
Saint  and  of  the  city,  and  defcended  by  a 
.rope,  which  was  faftened  laterally  to  a  wall, 
wmetimes  fwinging  by  the  hands,  and  at 
olliere  holding  by  the  legs. 

A?i^hen  this  diverfion  wa^  over,  they  had  an 
afs  ra:ce  j  and  of  many  a  one  of  thefe  courfers 
it  might  well  have  been  faid,  as  Boileau  has 
remarked  of  Rofinante,  that 

Ga/oppa,  dit  I'ii/loire,  unefois  dans  fa  v/V. 
Hiftory  fays  he  Once  began  to  gallop. 

Others  ran  foot  races  j  and  fome  were  tied 
in  a  fack,  fo  that,  if  they  fell,  they  could  not 
rife  without  help. 

S  %  Mildneft 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


a6o  TRAVELS  OP 

Mildnefs  is  the  charadter  of  the  people* 
With  the  vivacity  of  fouthef  tt  nations,  they 
are  eafily  excited,  and  eafily  appeafed.  Amid 
their  zeal,  they  are  tolerant ;  and  there  is  dig- 
nity in  the  toleration  of  zeal.  Nothing  but 
ftupidity,  or  knavery,  and  more  frequently  the 
laft,  will  praife  the  toleration  of  indifference. 

There  are  many  Greek  words  in  the  Taran- 
tine  dialed:.  The  Archbifhop  caufed  a  copy 
of  thefe  words,  as  collefted  by  the  Abbate 
Tommai,  to  be  tranfcribed  for  me ;  moft  of 
which  I  here  enclofe. 

There  is  a  kind  of  manufacture  here, 
which  has  defcended  from  mother  to  daugh- 
ter, probably  from  the  times  of  the  Greeks. 
A  fpecies  of  fhell-fifh,  called  pinna^  the  leaft 
of  which  are  fome  inches  and  the  largeft  may 
be  an  ell  long,  afford  a  tuft  of  fine  hair,  or 
threads,  of  polifticd    green  colour*.       The 

Archbifhop 

*  It  is  proved  that  the  pinna^  and  its  poliflied  tuft,  were 
known  to  the  ancients.  They  gave  the  tuft  the  name  of 
Fffov  TTivvtvov :  or,  Pinna  wool.  The  Tatantlnes  ftill  call 
the  f[{hpin»a*  but  the  tnk  lanh  pefce :  or  fifh  wooif. 

Tertullian   likewife  tells  us,  in  his  work  De  Pallio: 

f  Claud,  Salmafti  Piitiiana  Exerckat.  p,  79a.  Edit*  Tra- 

jeSli  ad  Rhenum  mdclxxxix. 

Ncc 
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Archbifliop  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  for 
fome  women,  to  work  while  we  were  prefent. 
*The  art  is  fimple.  The  tufts  are  taken  from 
the  fifh,  are  wafhed  twice  with  foap,  three 
times  in  clear  water,  then  heckled  *,  and  af- 
terward fpun  from  the  diftafF:  after  which 
they  take  three  threads,  wind  them,  and  out  of 
them  knit  gloves,  (lockings,  and  entire  gar- 
ments. They  have  the  glofs  of  the  cloth 
called  drap  de  vigogne^  fit  eafily,  and  look 
handfomely.  They  like  wife  take  two  fuch 
threads  for  knitting,  and  add  a  third  of  filk ; 
and  the  manufacture  is  then  more  durable, 
but  lefs  beautiful. 

Thefe  llufFs  lofe  their  glofs,  and  their  green 
colour,  when  they  are  placed  by  the  lide  of 
woollen  garments.     AH  aromatics  likewife  are 

Nee  ffiit  fatis  tunicam  pingere  et  ferere^  ni  etiam  pifcari 
vejlitum  contigiJfeU  Nam  et  de  mart  vellera^  qua  mufcefe 
lanofttatis  lautiores  concha  comant.  And  the  father  of  the 
church.  Saint  Bajtly  fays  in  one  of  his  homilies,   Ilo^fv  t9 

i/i<A*»»^aTo;—**  Whence  hac^thc  pinna  its  gold  coloured' 
wool  ?  that  colour  which  i$  inimitable  !'* 

*  I  know  not  why  our  didionary  writers  fay  that 
hatchel  is  the  true  word,  and  heckle  a  corruption  :  adding 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  derived  from  the  German  In 
the  German,  the  verb  is  hechelns    the  ch  pronounced 

S3  mil 
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ftill  more  injurious  to  them}  and  they  are  beft 
preferved  when  worn  witH  linen.  After  the 
glofs  has  been  loft,  by  wear,  it  may  be  rer. 
ftored,  by  lemon  juice,  and  water* 

A  woman,  who  fliewed  us  the  manufadlure, 
fent  me  fmall  famples  of  the  raw  thread  j  alfo 
in  its  different  ftates;  wafhed,  heckled,  fpun^ 
and  knit. 

I  gave  her  a  trifle,  fhe  blufhed,  and,  with 
true  cordiality  and  fenfibility,  requefted  th?it, 
before  my  departure,  fhe  might  bring  me  a 
pair  of  gloves.  The  next  (^ay  fhe  came  to  the 
Archbifhop,  apd  entreated  hiRi  to  intercede 
with  me  to  t^ke  the  gloves,  which  fhe 
brought  me  the  fame  evening. 

I  myft  not  forget  to  tell  you  of  a  firigular 
requeft.  A  monk  came,  when  I  w?is  prefent, 
fent  by  the  young  novices*,  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop, and  whifpered  him  to  petition  me  to 
petition  the  monk  that  he  might  grant  theni 
permiflion  to  go  into  the  town  in  the  even- 
ing, and  fee  the  illumination,  in  honour  of 
the  Saint*  Accordingly,  the  Archbifhop  pe- 
titioned me,  I  petitioned'  the  moi^k,  and  he 
complied. 

The  Archbifhop  fhewed  us  two  frnall  lakes^ 

6  foriped 
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formed  by  rain  water,  called  Saljine.  As  It 
has  not  rained  for  a  length  oF  time,  the  lead 
is  entirely  dry ;  and  the  other  partly.  The 
lead  is  called  Saljina^  from  its  refemblance  to 
the  greateft ;  and  this  is  fo  called  becaiife  it 
yields  fait,  which  nee  Js  no  preparation.  The 
earth  of  its  bed  has  a  fait  tafle;  and,  as  the  raid 
waters  that  have  colleded  begin  to  dry  up, 
they  leave  this  fait  behind  them.  Its  ufe  is 
forbidden,  to  fecui^e  the  royal  fait  works  at 
Barletta  from  lofs ;  but  this  prohibition  is  littld 
regarded  by  the  peafants,  who  frequently  come! 
armed,  and  fupply  themfelves  with  fait. 

Their  complaints  of  this  prohibition  are 
well  founded :  though  they  are  wrong  at  being 
angry  that  the  King  intends  to  dry  up  thefe 
lakes ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  con- 
fefs  that  their  exhalations,  during  fummer,  are 
unhealthy. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  fatisfadory 
account  of  that  kind  of  venomous  fpider, 
which,  after  this  town,  has  been  called  taran-^ 
ttda.  You  know  it  hasi^  beeft^  aflerted  of  the 
tarantula  that  its  venomous  bite  infpires  a  deep 
melancholy,  which  frequently  ends  in  death, 
and  can  only  be  cured  by  violent  dancing, 
/ISkicber  will  the  fict  perfon  dance  till  the* 

S  4.  mufician 
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muficiaii  has  happened  upon  the  air  tha| 
pleafes  him,  and  the  fame  air  will  not  produce 
the  fame  effedt  on  all  patients. 

The  reafons  which  have  long  been  alleged, 
in  oppofition  to  this  ftory,  appear  to  me  very 
ftrong  ;  if  not  unanfwerable.  It  is  firft  ftated 
that  the  ancients  fay  nothing  of  this  dance  j 
and  next,  this  practice  is  confined  to  Puglia, 
^though  the  tarantula  is  likewife  found  in 
Sicily,  at  Rome,  at  Tivoli,  and  in  many  parts 
of  Italy,  a^  well  as  in  Puglia,  If  the  heat  of 
PvigUa  render  the  bite  of  the  tarantula  parti- 
cularly dangerous,  muft  not  the  heat  of  the 
Iputh  of  Sicily  do  the  fame?  Why  (hould  the 
bite  be  fo  dangerous  at  Taranto,  where  the 
air  is  fp  mild  ?  Ought  we  not  to  afcribe  the 
danger,  and  the  effect  produced  by  dancing, 
to  the  lively  imagination  of  the  Tarantines  ; 
or  rather  of  the  Tarantine  women  ? 

In  the  third  place,  the  bite  is  faid  only  to 
be  dangerous  in  the  hot  months ;  though  I 
hear  that  thefe  dancers  arc  exhibited  for  mo- 
ney at  the  beginn^pg  of  May.  .  To  this  it  may 
bp  anfwered  that^  haying  been  cured  by 
daneiqg,  whenever  they  bear  the  fame  nmfic 
played  again  the  iivelinefs  of  their  imagination 
^nce  mgrq  jnal^es  th^m  begin  to  dance  with 

violence. 
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violence,  and  even  with  convulfions.  But  Is  it 
pot  highly  probable  that  ther^  is  often  koftve* 
xy  ati  the  bottom  ? 

Befide^  the  imagination,  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  fo  much  good  and  evil,  ^idling  . 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  over  v^hom 
it  is  fo  povyerful,  may  here  double  its  efFe«fl:s. 
The  perfuafioq  that  the  bite  of  the  tarantula 
excites  melancholy  naay,  in  thofe  who  havp 
been  bitten,  be  adtually  productive  of  melan- 
choly; and  the  perfuafion  likewife  that 
dancing  will  cure  them  may  as  readily  excite 
them  to  dance,  and  as  efFedually  afford  them 
Relief*.  Animated  and  exceffive  motion^ 
which  at  laft  fmks  into  laffitude,  is  of  itfelf  an 
excellent  remedy. 

We  muft  not  forget  that  more  woinen  fall 
into  this  mejanchply  thap  men,  and  are  cured 
Jdj  dancing. 

What  was  the  prigin  of  this  opinion?  Is 
it  not  probable  that  the  malady  called  St.  Vi- 
tils'  dance  raged  in  Puglia  ;  which  malady,  at 
certain  timps,  has  been  feen  in  Germany,  at- 

^  How  far  all  difeafe,   external  violence  ^sxceptcd,  be- 
gins with  and  is  fubjeft  to  the  imagination,  will  foon,  I , 
Jjopc,  be  a  topic  of  ferious  and  general  enquiry.     T. 
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tended  with  fuch  terrific  appearances  ?  Saint 
Vitus,  who  is  called  San  Vifo  by  the  Italians, 
is  principally  honoured  in  Puglia* 

I  have  feen  a  living  tarantula.  It  was  grey 
on  the  back,  and  white  on  the  belly,  with 
clear  brown  fpots.  It  had  not  attained  its 
full  growth.  In  the  middle  of  fummer,  it  is 
as  large  as  the  largeft  fpiders.  At  this  time 
tne  back  becomes  black ;  and  even  the  fpots 
on  the  belly  of  the  fame  colour. 

We  this  morning  left  the  charming  Ta- 
ranto,  the  remembrance  pf  which  will  ever 
be  dear  to  me. 

In  his  ode  to  Septimius,  Horae?  wilhes  to 
end  his  life  either  at  Tihur,  t^istt  is  TiyoU,  or 
at  Tarentum* 

Tihtir  Argeapofttum  coIotiQ  * 
Sit  meafedes  utinam  fenecia  I 
Set^  tnoduf  lajfo  maris  H  vtarum 
Militiaque  ! 

*      ,'       ■  u  ■'       -= — •■ —  -  '  ■      '  ■     I       ■  -  ¥ 

*  Tib^r  was  founded  by  Tiburs:  who  was  likewifo 
called  Tiburnus;  and,  by  Virgil  Tiburtius:  He  came 
from  Arcadia,  and  the  Arcadians  were  knbwn  by  the  epi* 
thct  Argeii,  ot  Argivi.  Aided  by  his  coi^ntrymen,  Tibur^ 
.  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  gave  the  infant  colony 
his  own  nam^%  This  happened  in  ti^nes  of  th^  higheft 
^tiquity. 

Unde 
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Undeft  Tarca  prohib^nt  iniqua^ 
Pulce peUUisovibus  GaleJ^* 
f  lumen ^  et  rtgnata  petarn  l»aconl 
Rura  Phalanio. 

file  terrarum  mlhi  prater  timne^ 
Jn^tflus  ridet :  ubi  non  Hjmetio  \ 
Mella  decedunty  viridique^  ceriat 
'Bacca  Venafro  \  : 

Ver  uhi  lon^utn^  feptdafqueprabtf 
Jupiter  brumasy  et  atnicus  Aufop  $ 
^ertili  Baccho  mimmum  JP^j^rnif 
Inyidet  uw* 

Jlle  te  mecum  locus  et  heata 
Pojlulantarces  i  ibitucaUntem 
'  Pebitdjparges  lachr^md,f/xvilhm  * 

Fatisamici. 

^oE«  lib*  U*  ocU  (S» 

♦  The  wool  of  this  fliccp  w^8  fo  highly  eftccmcd  that 
they  clothed  the  animal,  to  proteft  it  from,  brambles.^ 
To  explain  tjie  pellitis  fivibus  would  require  a  long  com- 
inentary. 

t  Hymettus,  a  mountain  of  Attics,  having  much  tjyrmc 
and  other  odoriferous  plants,  was  fuppofed  to.  aflTordohc 
•  beft  honey  in  the  world.  T^he  honey  of  T^ranto,  Ukcr 
wife  celebrated  by  Horace,  is  excellent. 

X  Vena/rum,  now  Vencfroy  ^  fmall  town  in  Campama, 
was  famous  for  its  oil* 

§  A  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarcntum.    I  doubt 

whether  it  can  be  determined  which  hiU  W5^S  meant.     My 

#nauirics  were  fri^itlcfs* 

May 
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May  Tibur,  to  my  latcft  hours. 

Afford  a  kind  and  calm  retreat ; 
Tibur,  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fix'd  their  blifsful  feat ; 
There  may  my  labours  and  my  wanderings  ccafe. 

There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace. 

But,  fliould  the  partial  Fates  refufc 

That  purer  air  to  let  me  breathe, 
Galefus,  thy  fweet  ftream  1*11  choofe. 

Where  flocks  of  richeft  fleeces  bathe. 
JPhalantus  there  his  rural  fceptre  fway'd. 

Uncertain  oflFspring  of  a  Spartan  maid. 

No  fpot  fo  joyous  fmiles  to  me 

Of  this  wide  Globe's  extended  fliores  | 

Where  nor  the  labours  of  th?  bee 
Yield  to  Hymettus'  golden  ftores  : 

Nor  the  green  berry,  of  Venafran  foil. 
Swells  with  a  riper  flood  of  fragrant  oiU 

There  Jove  his  kindeft  gifts  bellows ;     , 
There  JQys  to  crown  the  fertile  plajns. 

With  genial  warmth  the  winter  glows, 

.     And  fpring  with  lengthen'd  honours  reigns. 

Nor  Aulon,  friendly  to  the  cluftering  vine, 
Pnyics  the  vintfi^e  of  Falernian  winfe. 


APPEN^ 
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APPENDIX  TO   LETTER   LXXX. 

Examples  of  Tarantine  word§  derived 
from  the  Greek  :  .       ' 

Angela  dt  Trappeto^  is  a  vefTel  into  which 
the  oil  drops  out  of  the  prefs :  from  dy^os^  a 
vafe  for  fluids, 

AnchiatOy  or  Onchiato :  fwollen  :  from  oyKo^^ 
a  tumour :  oyycaxhs^  fwollen,   , 

Ala%%a^  Lazza :  to  breathe :  to  breathe  oiit : 
from  'Acc^eivy  warm  out  breathing. 

*Ale  !  An  exclamation  common  at  mafque- 
rades,  from  the  war  cry  of  the  Greeks,  « AaAv. 

AmmazaratOj  an  epithet  fignifying  ill  baked 
bread:  probably  from  the  Greek  fjLa^<t; 
which,  according  to  Hefychius,  fignified  meal 
that  was  kneaded  with  water  and  oiL 

Arialio^  the  loom  :  probably  from  e^yccKeiQv^ 
a  tool. 

Apulo^  a  foft  egg :  from  airdhas^  foft,  ten- 
der. 

Arrotare^  to  iervifyhy  noife.  It  is  likewife 
ufed  for  a  howling  dog :  from  'goS-os,  noife. 

Accatufariy  to  dip  in  the  fea :  probably  from 
the  participle  of  the  word  TcaTeifJUj  I  go  down : 

XaTiWJ',    XaT<80-«,    XCtTlQV* 

Bifacchiato^    and   Ahijfacchiato :    fwollen : 

puffed 
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J)ufie3^u]pt  J>t'oSabIy  from  f  uoral'i  ^wa-av^ia 
blowout. 

Caia\  incatd:  ufed  iii  tnahy  ca(ek  like  fhg 
Greek  xaTct.  It  is  like  wife  coatraCted  by  the 
J)6ople,  arid  only  ri'iittered. 

Cafilafcia^  wesuririels ;  from  Tca/Axrosi^ 

Cona^  an  image  :  from  h'itayv* 
'    Cdquiglta,   a  kind    of^   (hell    fifh  t     from 

Cojifago^  a  fpecies  of  the  heccajco;  alittlfe 
well  tailed  bitd>  fo  called  by  the  Italians,  and 
which,  during  the  fig  feafon,  eats  fo  vora-* 
ciouffy  of  ttiis  fruit  ais  occafionally  tO  fall 
down  dead :  from  (Tvy,o(paiyog. 

Cilona^  the  tortoife :  from  ^eXmn* 

Cardafcia\  a  beloved:  from  xoc^J'laj  th€ 
heart :  or  rather  from  the  adjedive  'Ka^i^ixytou 
to  afflia  the  hWt* 

Camolare^  to  be  vexed :  fromoca^ygir* 

GeVofo^  in  It'alian,  means  jealous :  but  it  is 
combined  by  the  Tarantines  with  the  idea  of 
ridicutous.  Sd  cilufo ;  thou  art  ridiculous ; 
fay  they :  from  yeXoios* 

Jeita^  a  lock  of  hair :  from  x^^'^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 
01  the  head. 

Mdatuiy  the  black  gall  of  the  fiQifepia: 
from  iJt.ihoL$^  fAeyicurct^  [a^Puslv^  black. 
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OpmOy  odour :  from  oo-jw.);*  ^ 

Ottato'y  a  kind  of  fig,  good  to  dry :  ptobabljT 
from  oTrrSp^  to  roaft,  to  dry. 

Paradifo.  Every  woody  valley  is  fo  called* 
by  the Taratitiiles  ;froiii  the  Greek Vaj at^g^o-os, 
ivhich  figtiifies  an  enclofed  park  for  animals. 
A  word  which  the  Greeks  may  have  l)or- 
rowed  from  the  Perfian  language,  and  the  Per- 
fian  from  the  HeSrew, 

Fatimofo^  marihy  :  Patimifco^  2l  river  :  from 
TTOTXfJLosy  a  river. 

RummatOy  fwept :  from  the  Greek  pvfApLx^ 

Sia!  an  exclamation  among  the  Taran- 
tines,  to  the  boatmen,  when  the  boat  being 
kept  in  the  fame  place  is  fwayed  from  fide  to 
fide,  by  the  oar^  from  o-5/^y,  to  fliake,  to 
move. 

iSio/^r,  a  fignal :  23;/^«ov. 

Scerfoy  defert,  uncultivated  l  x^^trau 

Tarafcuy  drunkennefs,  delirium:  from 
na^a^LSy  agitation,  delirium. 

Uzj  CTzjs^,  a  hog  :  from  the  Greek  J^,  and 
cv$^  It  is  likewife  ufed  by  the  Tarantines 
when  they  wiih  to  affront  and  reproach  with 
uglinefs. 

Zanzicoy  marjoram :,  ^afA-^v^ov. 

I  have  omitted  feveral  words  colleded  by 

the 
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the  Abbate  Tommai,  the  derivation  of  whkif 
from  the  Greek  appears  to  me  doubtfuL  The 
Italian  words,  the  origin  of  which  are  Greek,* 
are  numerous,  but  not  unknown  to  you:  for 
example  :  Bambino^  a  child:  from.jSa/bc/3«/r5«v 
to  chatten 


LETTER     LXXXi. 


Wi 


tiallipoii,  17th  May  1792; 

E  left  Taranto  on  the  12th,  and 
travelled  through  Manduria,'  to  Oria.  This 
ftretch  of  country  is  very  ftony,  yet  produces 
grain  in  many  parts  ;  and  ftill  more  willingly 
the  vine,  the  fig,  and  the  olive.  We  already 
faw  the  people  bufied  in  getting  in  the  feed 
from  thei|r  flax.  Rudiay  the  native  place '  of 
the  poet  Ennius,  was  in  this  country  % 

Manduria  is  an  ancient  town-  Archida- 
mus,  the  fon  of  Agefilaus,  King. of  Lacedis-^ 
monia  and  the  great-grandfather  of  Agis, 
was  vanquifhed  by  the  Calabrians  in  its  neigh- 


/    *  eiuv.  Ital.  Am. 
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bourliood  ^.  It  was  taken  and  plundered  by 
FabiuSj  during  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Among 
other  booty  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  f  / 

The  origin V  of  Manduria  is  unknown.  It 
was  probably  a  colony  of  Oria,  which  had 
beeii  founded  by  the  people  of  Crete.  This 
may  be  conjedured  from  the  name,  and  alfo 
becaufe  no  coins  have  been  found  with  the 
name  of  the  town  :  though  fome  have  been 
lately  dug  up  with  the  ancient  name.  The 
Ancient  wall  is  worth  examining.  Prodigious 
fquare  ftt)nes,  refting  Upon  the  rock  itfelf,  the 
breadth  of  each  of  which  is  one-and-twenty 
palms,  rife  to  a  Very  confiderable  height. 
Thofe  of  Pasftum  excepted,  which  are  fix-and- 
twenty  palms  in  breadth  but  by  no  means  fo 
high  as  thefe,  there  are  not  any  in  Italy  to 
equal  them.  Moft  of  the  ftones  are  full  of 
fliells,  many  if  which  are  petrified* 

We  faw  a  fpring  which  Pliny  tpUs  us  had 
the  ftrange  quality  of  not  bec^toing  more 
empty  if  water  were  laded  out,  or  more  full 
if  it  were  poured  in  |.  Pafling  down  ftone 
flteps,  we  came  to  an  arching  rock,  where  this 

•  Plut.  Lifeof  Agis.  f  Liv.  xxv^«  15. 

%  PlinrS.  c.  103,  ;    i 

Voi,.  III.  T  clear 
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cleiar  fpring,  iti  eternal  fhades,  affords  a  coot 
and  refrefliing  beverage.  Thefe  rocks  like- 
vrife  every  where  abound  in  fhells. 

In  this  country,  nature  appears  beautiful, 
and  beneficent ;  and,  like  the  fabulous  Sphinx, 
prefents  enigmas  which  no  fcientific  Oedipus 
has  been  able  to  folve. 

Thefe  curiofities  were  lljewn  us  by  an 
ancient  nobleman,  whofe  fon-in-law  took 
much  pleafure  in  exhibiting  his  little  collec*- 
tion  of  wrought  precious  ftones;  fome  of 
which  were  beautiful.  Gems,  cameos,  vafes 
frequently,  and  ancient  coins  ahnoft  daily^ 
are  difcovefed  over  the  whole  province  of 
Terra  (tOtranto.  The  young  gentleman  ap- 
peared delighted  with  his  own,  although  he 
was  blind.  Where  is  the  wonder.?  How  frc- 
<J,uently  da  we  fee  the  blind  dotage  of  the 
dilettanti,  aild  pretended  connoifleurs  !  His 
agreeable  lady„  who  had  borne  him  eight 
children-,  prefented  to  us,  with  a  mother's 
pleafure,  her  little  boy  that  was  ten  months 
old- 

Jsx  the  hpufe  of  Canon  Can>arario^  we  faw: 
a  fine  colledion  of  Greek  vafes. 

This  toxtrt  htid  Ibng  been  calhed  tiafatnovo : 
but  the  inhabitants  petitioi^ed  the  King  lad 

"■      ,  .'  .       --year 
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year  for  a  decree,  according  to  which  it  has 
recovered  its  ancient  name,  Manduria. 

Between  Manduria  and  Oria,  which  ate  a 
German  mile  diftant  from  each  other,  there 
are  hollows,  cut  in  the  rocky  foil,  or  dry  ca- 
nals ;  one  of  which  is  three  Italian  miles  in 
length.  Thefe  muft  have  been  the  work  of 
ea^'ly  and  rude  times.  We  can  learn  nothing 
concerning  them  from  the  known  cuftoms  of 
later  ages  :  it  may  be  that  the  people,  when  the 
coaft  was  infefted  with  fea  pirates,  with- 
drew, with  their  wives,  children,  fervants, 
and  cattle,  into  thefe  cavities  ;  where  defence 
A/iras  more  eafy. 

Oria  belongs  to  the  moft  ancient  colonies  of 
Greece.  Herodotus  *  afcribes  its  foundation 
to  the  Cretaris ;  and  to  an  age  when  the 
dreams  of  Greek  fable  began  to  afliime  the 
confiftency  of  hiftory.  Minos  purfued  Daeda- 
lus, who,  to  avoid  his  wrath,  fled  to  Sicily, 
atid  there  was  murdered.  After  a  time,  the 
people  of  Crete  failed  over  with  a  large  force, 
to  revenge  the  death  of  the  King ;  and  con- 
tinued, for  five  years,  to  befiege  Camicus, 
a  city  of  the  Siculi.  Their  purpofe  defeated, 
they  took  (hipping  to  return  home  j  but  were 

*  Lib.  vii. 

T  2  overtaken 
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overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  and  caft  on.tbe  coaft  of* 
the  Japyges :  where,  their  fhips  being  de- 
ft royed,  they  built  the  town  which  Herodotus 
calls  Hyria.  By  others  it  was  named  Uria^ 
and  Urcton ;  but  many  ancient  coins,  fome 
of  which  were  found  at  Oria^  denote  that  its 
ancient  name  was  Orra.  The  Greeks,  like 
the  prefent  Italians,  foftened  the  harfh  founds 
of  names  ;  and  in  its  "prefent  name,  Oria^  you 
recognize,  with  little  alteration,  the  ancient 
name,  Orra. 

The  town  is  built  on  a  hill,  which  towers 
over  a  row  of  lefler  hills,  that  extend  from 
north  to  fouth.  There  is  a  profpeft  over  a 
wide  plain  to  the  eaft.  The  fituation  delighted 
ftrangers  ;  but  they  wer-e  obliged  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  neigh- 
bouring people.  We  were  at  the  houfe  of 
the  Bifhop,  who  poflefles  a  large  colledion  of 
Greek  vaies ;  and  a  ftill  larger  of  ancient 
coins.  Among  others,  he  has  fix  hundred 
different  coins  of  Tarentum. 

Th(;re  is  a  German,  who  lives  in  Oria, 
whole  hiftory  is  remarkable.  Hig  father  and 
grandfather  fell,  in  the  year  1734,  at  the  un- 
fortunate battle  of  Bitonto,  fought  between  the 
Germans"  and   the   Spaniards:  by  which  tho 

•'   "   '  fate 
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fate  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was  determined,  ia 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon*  His  nip- 
ther  was  in  the  rear  of.  th^  ranks;  and  v{2iS 
fliot,  as  (he  fprang  forward  to  protqd:  her 
hufband.  Their  only  boy,  whom  they  h^4 
brought  from  Germany  to  Italy  fvyaddled  iri 
pil  cloth,  they  had  left  in  Qna,  with,  two  com- 
paflionate  young  ladies;  by  vyhonj  he  ^was 
brought  up,  The  boy  was  induftrious,  and 
he  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  femii^ary,  ^11  the 
money  he  could  fpare,  he  expends  in  form-*- 
ing  a  collection  of  coins  ;  whicli  he  began  ter> 
ye^rs  ago,  and  which  is  now  very  confide- 
r^ble.  Although  he  neither  recoll?6ts  hi^, 
country,  his  parents,,  nor  can  fpeajc  a  word 
of  German,  yet  he  is  an  eathufiaftic  ^dmir^r 
qf  Germany,  and  a  moft  ?:ealous  defender  qf 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Since  the  travels  of  hi^, 
childhood,  he  f(?arcely  has  left  this  place. 
The  utmoft  of  his  peregrinations  h^ve  been 
ito  farther  than  I^ecce,  and  Oftuni;  each  of 
which  i&  a.  day'3  journey  from  Oria,^  As  a 
rnan  bf  learning,  he  is  equally  fincere  A^d  ca^ 
pable. 

Noble  fruit  tree^  .?ire  planted  round  thq 
(own  of  Oria;  and  the  ?iloe  grows  on  both 
fides  qf  the  road,  which  *  has  already  pufhed 

T3      '  f^fth 
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forth  its  buds.  TTie  fig  trees  arc  large.  I 
have  feeii  none  fuperior,  except  near  the  walls 
of  Manduria, 

On  the  13th,  we  journeyed  to  Brindifi,  the 
ancient  Brundufium  :  a  place  of  high  anti- 
quity. Its  foundation  has  been  afcribed  by 
fom^  to  the  Cretans,  from  Orra ;  and  by 
others  to  Thefeus,  who  is  faid  to  have  landed 
there,  on  his  return  from  Crete  to  Athens.  It 
is  likewife  given  to  Diomedes,  whom  fo  many 
of  the  towns  in  Grecia  magna  confider  as  their 
founder.  The  Meflapii  called  it  Brentifuimy 
from  the  double  craggy  form  of  its  haven ; 
which  word  it  is  affirmed,  at  that  time,  de-* 
noted,  in  the  language  of  this  people,  the  head 
of  a  flag*.  Many  circumftances  have  con- 
curred to  reduce  this  formerly  great  city  to 
the  little  Brindifi,  whofe  inhabitants  are  not 
computed  at  more  than  fix  thoufand  fouls. 

Brundufium  in  Italy,  and  in  Greece  EpU 
daiirusy  which  is  likewife  called  Epldamnus^ 
and,  becaufe  of  the  inaufpicious  fignification 
of  the  word  damntlm\  was  changed  by  the 
Romans  fo  Dyrrachluin^  were  the  two  ports 
of  paflage.  The  moderns,  from  Dyrrachium^ 
have  formed  Ditra^%o.    At  prefent,  the  veflels 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 
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from  Briiidiri  are  few,  and  fiftall.     The  Aph 
pian  way  was  continued  by  fAugufl;us  from 
Capua  to  Brunduriuin,     Th^  prefent  roads 
that  lead  to  Brindifi  are  bad,  the  trade  of  tUe 
place  is  trifling,  and  the  air  very, Unhealthy. 
^During  the;  civil  wars,  Caefar  ruined  thp 
Jiayen  ;  by  cafting  up  dams,  and  finjciijg  VQir 
fels.      He  fays  nothing   of  flaking  it   up; 
fieithe;r   do  I  think  that   ther^e  is  v^ny  good 
ground  for  the    opinion  that  the  oak  piles^ 
which  Wj^re  fpUnd  tliere,  were  of  Carfar's  -driv- 
ing.  The  inner  haven  is  curving,  and  longeft 
toward  the  north  j  and  it  waflies  the. walls  of 
the  town»     This  haven  is  v^ry  large,  but  the 
outo:  h^ven  is  ftill  larger.     The  two  havens 
are  united  by  a  ftrait ;  which  formerly  was 
narrow,  has  l^nce  been    widened,  an4  which 
is  formed  by  the  outftretching  of  the  oppo- 
fitefhoreSf     The  curving  of  the  coaft  is  aided 
by  feveral  rocky  iflands  in  forming  the  outer 
haven ;  and  on  the  lar^eft  of  thefe  iflands  a 
fortrefs  is   built.     There   are  two    fine  en^ 
trances  to  this  haven;,  one fo^ the  north  eaft, 
and  the  other  to  the  fouth  ^ftr  but  they  fre- 
quently bring  with  them  riiuch  fand,  and 
mud  J  for  many  rivers  empty  themfelves  into 
the  fmall  Adriatic.     This  has  greatly  injured 
T4  \        th(? 
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the  paflage  pf  the  inner  haven,;  *4hc  watcrg 
of  which,  as  their  reflux  is  partly  prevented, 
overflow  the  banks,  and  occafion  much  un- 
wholefome  air.  This  is  augmented  by  a  kind 
of  putrid  fea  weed ;  and  by  the  waters  of  a 
rivulet,  which  is  frequently  fo  fwelled  with 
rains  as  to  inundate  the  country,  before  it  caii 
arrive  at  the  inner  haven.  •      ' 

There  were  formerly  two  large  Corlnthiari 
pillars,  that  were  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the 
inner  and  fmaller  haven,  one  of  which  is 
flill  entire ;  but  of  the  other  the  pediftal  only 
remains.  The  opinion  that  lanterns  were-, 
fufpended  from  an  architrave  I  think  is  evi- 
dently erroneous:  becaufe,  for  the  lights  to 
have  been  difcoverable  at  fea,  they  muil  have 
been  placed  on  a  tower  of  the  caftle,  facing  the 
great  haven.  Thefe  great  pillars  of  white 
marble  were  probably  only  ah  ornamental 
bouhdary,  to  the  entrance  from  the  city  to  the 
inner  haven.  Statues  of  the  Roman  Emperors 
probably  were  placed  upon  them  ;  as  formerly 
on  the  pillars  of  Ti^ajan,  arid  Marcus' Aurelius 
Antoninus,  at  Roriie^  ' 

Don  Carlo  Pollio,   a  hydraulic  engineer, 

who  had  before  been  accufl:omed  to  differeixt 

undertakings  of  the  fame  kind,  is  at  prefent 

o  employed 
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employed  in  impfroving  the  inner  Tiaven,  and 
relieving  Brlndifi  from  its  unwholefome  ain 
The  marfliy  places  have  been  filled  up  with 
earthy  and  <!ohverted  into  gardens.  The  caft- 
ing  up  of  the  fea*  weed  is  prevented  by  ft  one 
dahis ;  and  the  little  which  can  gain  ad- 
miffion,  by  paffirig  thefe,  is  dragged  oh  high 
places  Hn  the  fpririg,  where  it  dries  before'the 
begintiing  of  the  heats.  The  whole  inner 
haven  is  banked  with  rough  ftonej  upoa 
whkh^  according  to  the  nature  of  this  conn- 
try;  a  klfid  of  odoriferous  mofs  is  propa-. 
gated,  the  inffuence  of  which  is  good*.  The 
Entrance  to  the  great  haven  is  cleanfed  b^ 
mud-rakes,  the  high  fhot^s  are  planted  wi^Tr 
cVms,  and  the  rivulet  is  condudt^d  tothe  ffea 
by  a fubterranean  paflage, uiider  a  hill.' 
"Don  Carlo  had  the  kindnefs,  with  the  ut- 
moft  complacency,'  to  accompany  us  in  per- 
fon  and  point  out  thefe  improvements.     ' 

By  th'e  removing  of  a  high  bank,  the  earth 
of  whicl^  was  to  fill  up  a  marfhy  place,  the 

*  In  different  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  bay  of  Naples  and  near  Pofilipo  and  So- 
rente,  odoriferous  fea  weeds  are  depofited,  by  certaia 
windsvon  the  rocks  of  the  (hore.  After  being  drifed,  they 
remain  jiontinually  odoriferous: lying  like  a  filver  coloured 
foft  mofs,  an4  foriping  pleafant  fjats. 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  wall  of  a  houic  was  lately 
difcovered,  which  muft  have  been  inhabited 
by  a  Roman,  Here  were  feen  the  divifions  of 
the  lower  apartments,  the  bath,  the  conduit  to 
the  bath,  and  the  flooring  of  a  bed  chamber^ 
inlaid  with  mpfaic  work  ;  ii^  which  the  wofd$ 
^ene  dormio^  \  fleep  well,  were  formed  with 
blue  ftones.  A  female  ftatijie  without  a  head^ 
and  two  hcfids  of  ancient  philofpphcrs^  were 
^ikewife  found. 

.-  About  the  end  of  the  fixtcenth  centifry^ 
Brindifi  muft  haye  contained  forty  thoufan4 
inhabitants.  During  the  long  war,  which  the 
Venetians  waged  againft  the  Turl^s,  a  fl^et  of 
tjic  rqpublic  harboured  in  this  haven.  The 
Venetians  were  pleafed  with  the  wine  of  the 
country,  which*  \%  really  good,  and  paid  for 
it  liberally.  Mifled  by  this  temporary  advan- 
tage, the  inhabitants  of  Brindifi  rooted  up. 
their  olive  trees,  and  every  where  planted  the 
ifine.  When  the  Venetians  left  the  city,  the 
extraordinary  fale  of  their  wine  failed,  and  the 
fure  produce  of  their  oil  was  gone.  This 
circumftance,  in  addition  to  the  badnefs  of 
the  air,  accelerated  the  decay  of  the  city. 
The  inhabitants  have  a  bloated  and  pallid  ap- 
pearance. 

^^  On 
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On  the  ro^d  to  Lecce,  we  found  mor^ 
plantations  of  the  olive  than  of  the  vine,  jox 
of  grain  ;  though  the  latter  flouriflies. 

Gn  the  morning  of  the  14th,  after  we  hji4 
left  Brindifi,  my  horfe  became  reftive,  I^ 
was  a  ftrong,  handfome,  but  rather  obftinate, 
ftallion,  from  Taranto ;  and  no  unworthy 
Teprefentative  of  the  ancient  Saturian  ftecd# 
He  ,  loft  liis  balance,  fell  backward,  2^  threvyt 
me  over.  Yet,  though  he  fell  upon  me,,  he 
did  me  no  injury,  but  fprang  lightly  ojoi  his 
legs,  ?tnd  was  fo  far  warned,  by  this  experiU 
ment,  that  he  behaved  more  orderly  on  the 
following  day, 

Lecce^  the  principal  city  of  the  whole  pro- 
vince, is  large  ;  though  it  contains  only  .eigl^-i 
teen  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  ftreets  are 
generally  right  lined,  and  the  public  buildings 
capacious:  though  they  are  the.  work  of  a 
bewildered  imagination,  which  could  not  fa^-r 
tisfy  itfelf  with  the  noble  Greek  archite<3:ure^ 
without  a  mixture  of  the  Gothic. 

This  city  was  called,  by  Strabo,  Aletion. 
As  coins  have  been  found  in  this  peninfula, 
with  the  word  AvTcmwy  of  the  people  of 
Lycia,  and  as  no  trace  of  any  city  of  this  name 
is  known,  fome  have  conjedured,  and  not. 

improbably, 
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improbably,  that  the  ancient  name  of  Lccc^ 
might  have  been  Lycia^ 

We  found  but  little  room  in  the  inn ;  and, 
having  letters  of  recommendation,  wre  went 
iA  two  perfons  who  took  us  to  a  coffee  hoiife, 
that  was  roomy  and  handfome.  Here  w? 
remained  feveral  hours,  furrountled  by  a  t6ler* 
ably  numerous  aind  jnquifitive  company; 'and 
were  then  taken  to  a  pakce,  the  owner  of 
which  was  abfent,  where,  though  it  was  late, 
we  were  well  entertained.  The  palace  an4 
Its  furtiiture  might  be  called  bedutiful  in 'the 
largeft  city  of  Europe. 

Thanks  are  dqe  to  the  Italians,  for  the  hof- 
pitality  with  which  they  receive  travellers ; 
otherwife  it  would  be  difficult  tp  travel  In  thefe 
provinces,  where  fometimes  there  are  no 
mhs,  and  where  the  inns  are  generally  wretchr* 
ed.  But  the  misfortune  is  they  are  too  kind. 
You  may  plead  in  vain  that  you  hs^ve  more 
nc^d  of  rcfl  than  of  feafting :  they  canno^ 
conceive  the  *  neceflity  there  is  for  any  repofe. 
You  are  obliged  to  remain  for  hours  in  cota-r 
patly  with  idle,  talkative,  and  inqulfitive 
min  ;  and,  when  it  is  late,  are  introduced  to 
a  plentiful  fupper.  They  forget  that  the  tra- 
veller has  to  rife  early  j  and  is  frequently  de* 

prive4 
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prived  of  the  afternoon.flcep  by;  which  he 
Ihould  recruit  his  ftrength.  Thus,  after  tra- 
velling a  whole  day,  you  feldoin  have  gone 
more  than  four  or  five  German  miles,  in  a 
country  where  the  horfes  and  mules  are  in 
general  very  bad.  I  am  contented  to  trave;!  no 
further,  in  a  day ;  but  I  would  rather  do  it  in 
a  fhorter  time,  and  repofe  during  the  heat  of 
the  fun. 

The  royal  governor  of  the  province,  who 
like  wife  fits  as  prefident  of  the  tribunal,  re- 
fides  at  Lecce.  An  appeal  lies  from  this  pro-* 
vincial  tribunal,  in  civil  caufes,  to  the  chief 
court  in  Naples,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum  as  two 
hundred  Neapolitan  dlicats:  equal  to  two 
hundred  rix-doUars.  Four  perfons,  who  are 
called  Miniftri^  regularly  fit  as  afliftants  to  the 
governor :  but  they  muft  not  be  natives  of  the 
province.  This  cuftom  appears  to  me  to  de- 
note the  ancient  Spanifh  fpirit,  of  jealous  and 
political  caution.  Would  not  the  people 
'  place  more  confidence  in  their  fellow  citizens 
than  in  perfons  who  are  preferred  only  be- 
caufe  they  come  from  another  province  ?^  And 
what  can  be  of  greater  importance  than  the 
confidence  placed  by  citizens  in  the  admini- 

ftration 
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ftration  of  juftice  ?  I  conceive  indeed  it  would   . 
be  a  narrow    mode  of  thinking  to  exclude 
ftrangers :  but  I  am  perfuaded  the  exclufioii 
<)f  natives  is  ftill  more  fevere. 

In  addition  to  the  tolls  and  the  fait  revenue, 
Iwrhich  article  the  inhabitants  ar6  bbliged  to 
|>urchafe  from  the  royal  fait  works  of  Bat- 
letta,  th6  city  annually  pays  the  King  fixteen 
thoufand  Neapolitan  ducats* 

In  Lecce,  as  in  different  other  towns  of  this 
kingdom,  a  fcdile^  or  kind  of  college,  is  infti- 
tuted  ;  the  members  of  which  confift  of  the 
nobility,  and  a  few  of  the  citizens.  This 
cJollege  regulates  the  price  of  corn,  and  other 
Viands ;  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  muft  take 
care  to  provifion  the  city.  It  colleds  the 
taxes  that  do  not  belong  to  the  King  :  from 
Which,  and  other  refources,  the  fixteen  thou- 
fand ducats  are  provided.  The  fyndic  is  an- 
nually chofen  from  the  noble  members  of  the 
college* 

The  roads  round  Lecce  are  intolerable.  The 
wheels  of  carriages  have  made  fuch  deep  ruts, 
Ift  the  foft  ground,  that,  if  the  evil  be  not 
foon  remedied,  they  will  be  utterly  impaflable. 
The  people  have  hope§  that  this  neceffary  im- 
provement 
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provement  will  be  made.  Nay  the  deep  hokd 
made  by  the  hoofs  of  horfes  have  rendered  the 
road  extremely  difBcult  even  to  horfemen. 

•  The  peculiar  quality  of  the  rock,  which  is 
foft  when  taken  from  the  quarry,  and  become 
hardened  by  the  air,  bccafions  the  inhabi- 
tants to  ufe  it  for  building  their  large  houfes ; 
and  their  magnificent  but  infipid  churches, 
with  other  public  buildings.  They  decorate 
their  Grecian  columns  with  the  extravagan- 
cies of  Gothic  tafte ;  and  overload  the  very 
village  churches  with  ornaments  in  baflb  and 
alto  relievo,  which  equally  betray  a  want  of 
invention  and  a  mifguided,  dr  rather  a  de^ 
pravcd,  imagination. 

The  foil  of  the  whole  peninfula,  though  it 
have  ho  confideraWe  heights,  is  rocky ;  but 
it  is  very  produdive  in  olives,  figs,  and 
grapes.  In  fummer,  the  earth:  muft  be  ex- 
ceedingly hot ;  and  th^t  it  is  produdive  the  no- 
ble face  of  nature  is  a  convincing  proof.  The 
people  are  oeconomical  in  the  ufe  of  their 
land  ;  on  vVhich  I  faw  whole  places  bare,  the 
e^rth  of  which  had  been  removed  ffdni  the 
rocks  to  fupply  fpots  that  were  more  favoura- 
ble.    I  met  with  good  grain. 

A  German  mile  and  *  half  from  Otranto, 

*  '  '  '^  we 
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wd  had  a  prbfpea  of  the  Adriatic,  where  i% 
batlies  the  fhores  of  Greece.  We  exclainied, 
at  beholding  it,  as  joyfully  as  the  ten  thoufand 
led  by  Xenophon  did,  when  they  viewed  the 
fea,  ©oAaTTa'*  S^aAaTTa*  The  fea  !  The  fea  ! 
We  foon  faw  the  Albanian  mountains,  or  the 
ancient  Epirus,  and  the  jicrocerauniafiy  or 
thundering,  rocks,  covered  with  eternal  fnow; 

Infames fcopuhi i  Actocertiuma 

HoR.  lib.  X.  od.  3# 

■  '   '    Rocks  for  fliip wrecked  fleets  ill-fam'd. 

Fa^NCts. 

^is  Horace  fays :  and  th6  two  hills   on  which 
Dulcigno  is  built ;  that  neft  of  daring  pirates* 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Otranto,  there  are 
olive  trees  of  remarkable  heights  The  olive, 
if  it  be  not  lopped,  has  beauties  peculiar  to 
itfelfj  although,  in  my  opinion j  its  chara<fier 
is  gloomy*  The  fig  trees  of  Otranto  are  juftly 
celebrated  for  their  extraordinary  Tize  and' 
beauty* 

Would  you  believe  that  the  wind  that 
blows  over  the  fea  from  Greece  Ls  at  prefent 
quite  cold?  As  we  approached  the  town,  this 
wind  wafted  with  it  the  odours  of  the  lovely 
orange  groves,  that  furround  Otranto, 

I  have 
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i  tave  now  feen  Greece,  though  fituated 
beyond  the  Adriatic.  We  have  frequently 
wifhed  to  take  a  trip  to  the  ifland  of  Corfu^ 
the  Corcyra^  Ker  >c«y^,  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
Schefia  of  Homer,  to  vifit  the  country  of  the 
Pheacians,  and  from  that  to  the  Ithaca  of 
Homer,  or  the  little  ifland  of  Cephalonia. 
Yet,  eafy  as  thh  would  be  in  going,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  return,  becaufe  of  the  ftri<^ 
Quarantine  ;  and  efpecially  at  prefent,  as  the 
plague,  has  again  broke  out  in  the  Morea,  or 
t\\t  ancient  Peloponnefus. 

By  the  Greeks,  Otranto  was  called  Hydrus^ 
^TS'pcvsy  abbreviated  from  •Tt^pcg/^,  and  by  the 
Rom2insJiydnmtum.  It  had  been  fo  named 
by  the  Greeks  from  the  river  Hydrus ;  which, 
although,  like  fo  many  other  famed  rivers  of 
the  ancients,  its  name  fignified  abounding  in 
ivater,  is  no' more  than  a  brook,  that  emptied 
Itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Otranto*  This  town  is 
the  feat  of  an  archbifliop  ;  but  contains  only 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  guarded  by 
a  ftrong  caftle,  to  proted  it  againft  the  inroads 
of  the  Turks  and  pirates.     , 

In  the  year  1480,  u.d.r  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond, Otranto  was  taken  and  plundered  by 
the  Turks  j  and  the  mhabitauts  were  treated 

VoL,IIL  U  with 
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with  cruelty.  Probably,  according  tothcfyfl 
tem  of  Turkifli  politics,  the  conqueror  of  Cog- 
ftantinople,  who  with  proud  and  fwelling 
hopes  had  fent  an  army  into  Italy,  intended 
by  fpreading  the  terror  of  his  name  to  fub- 
due  this  beautiful  country. 

The  diftarice  ofthecoaft  of  Albania  is  fixty 
Italian  miles  :  that  is,  fifteen  geographical  or 
ten  common  German  miles.  We  yefterday 
faw  the  fun  go  down  below  the  Acrocerau^ 
nian  mountains.  The  ancient  Greeks  thought 
thefe  coafts  fo  remarkable  that  they  gave  them 
no  other  name  than  Mptrus^  or  continent ; 
of  which  the  Romans  formed  Ep'trus.  Pyrr- 
hus  and  Scanderbeg  were  both  natives  of 
this  country. 

On  our  road  from  Otranto  to  Gallipoli, 
we  yefterday  thus  early  faw  barley  in  (heaf, 
and  oats  that  were  houfed  :  yet,  in  thefe  dif- 
trids,  the  rocky  foil  is  fcantily  covered  with 
earth.  AVe  likewife  travelled  through  feveral 
forefts  of  oak;  and  faw  fruit  trees,  among 
which  the  lofty  and  wide  fpreading  fig  was 
not  inferior  to  the  large  walnut  tree. 

He  who  would  fully  conceive  and  inti- 
mately feel  the  beautiful  idea  of  the  Ifraelites, 
who  "  dwelt  fafely,    every    man  under  his 

vine 
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Viae  arid  uiider  his  fig  tvet  *,'*  oilght  to  have 
feen  the  fig  trees  of  this  peninfula,  and  thd 
high  vineyards  of  Ttrra  di  Lavore ;  or  Sd-* 
tento.  In  the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  fun  fet 
below  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  in  the 
tnorning  had  rifen  over  the  Adriatic 

Gallipoli  is  built  on  a  fmall  rocky  ifland, 
on  the  fouthr  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Taranto  j 
and  communicates  with  the  continent,  by  the 
means  of  a  long  bridge.  The  fituation  would 
have  been  delightful,  had  the  inhabitants  been 
careful  to  plant  trees.  It  did  not,  as  many 
have  imagined,  receive  its  name  from  the 
Gauls :  its  origin  Was  Greek,  and  it  was  called 
Calliopolisj  or  charming  city :  probably  becaufe 
Of  its  fituation. 

The  feed  cotton  (allow  me  to  ufp  the  term) 
which  is  Called  Bcfmbace'\^  is  indufirioiifly 
cultivated  in  the  country  round  Otranto*  It 
touft  not  be  confounded  with  the  cotton  of 
Afia  and  America,  which  grows  Upon  trees. 
This  (Cotton,  white  as  fnow,  is  fpun  by  the 
women  from  the  diftafF.  It  is  beft  manufac-- 
tiired  at  Gallipoli ;  and  is  wove  into  muilins, 

*  I  Kings,  iv.  25;  aiid  Micah,  iv.  4. 

t  Etroncoufly  written,  as  I  fuppofe,  inftcad  of  Bdm^ 
hagia*     T.    • 

U  2  which 
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which  have  a  great  exportation.     I  fuppofe 
thefe  fluffs  to  be  the  Byjfus  of  the  ancients. 

Gallipoli  enjoys  a  great  oil  trade.  Ac- 
cording to  the  eftimate  of  a  meritorious  man 
of  literature  of  this  place,  its  annual  and  ave- 
rage export  of  oil  amounts  to  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
four  Neapolitan  ducats  :  or,  in  round  num- 
bers, about  a  million  *. 

It  has  not  to  thank  its  haven  for  its  trade ; 
which  is  unfafe,  and  in  which  many  fhips 
have  been  loft :  but  its  rocks,  in  which  the 
magazines  for  keeping  the  oil  are  hewn, 
Th^fe  warm  rocks  have  the  property  of  puri- 

.  fying  the  .oil ;  for  which  reafon  oils  from 
other  parts  of  the  province  are  brought  here, 
for  amelioration. 

This  trade  would  no  doubt  be  more  flou- 
rifhing  if,  as  the  citizens  have   requefled,  a 

.  haven  were  fuffered  to  be  built.  Art  might 
overcome  the  obftacles  of  nature  j  and  it  is 
elHmated  that  the  expence  of  this  ufeful  im- 
provement would  only  amount  to  twenty- five 
thoufand  ducats.   Only  five  and-twenty  thou- 

♦  Efame  economtco  del  Jtflema  civile.  The  author  of 
this  valuable  work,  who  has  not  pubKfhed  his  name,  i% 
called  Filippo  Briganti  5  and  is  a  citizen  of  Gallipoli. 

fand 
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fand  ducats  !  And  of  this  fmall  Turn  the  citi- 
zens have  petitioned  to  pay  a  part !  It  is  faid 
indeed  that  it  is  the  intention  oi  the  King  to 
comply,  with  this  juft  demand  of  the  people: 
but  I  own  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
neceflary  undertaking  has  been  procraftinated 
through  the  envy  of  other  towns.  I  have 
no  proof  for  this  conjecture  :  except  that  I 
can  no  otherwife  account  for  fuch  negledl. 
Neither  can  I  conceive  why  the  weahhy 
town  fhould  not  require  to  pay  the  whofe 
expence.  The  mere  permijfion  for  undertak-  , 
ing  fo  ufeful  a  work  would  not  furely  have 
been  denied  them  :  and  how  greatly  would  it 
have  been  to  their  advantage  ! 

It  would  be  equally  political  and  juft  in  thq 
State  to  abolifh^or  at  leaft  to  lighten  the  heavy 
duty  which  is  paid  for  the  exported  oil.  FroiA 
eighty  to  a  hundred  veflels  annually  arrive  at 
this  port ;  and  many  of  them  pay  a  tax  of 
from  five  to  feven  thoufand  ducat§. 

People  juftly  admire  the  wifdom  of  the 
Englifh  ;  who,  inftead  of  taxing  their  exports 
like  other   Governments,    allow   premiums,  ^ 
and  drawbacks :  yet,  while  they  admire,  they 
forbear  to  imitate. 

Signor  Giovanni  Prefta^  auoti\eFim»of  let-^^ 

'    \  \]  ^     .  ters 
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tcrs  of  Galllpoli  now  living,  who  has  written 
a  very  valuable  book  on  the  properties  of 
different  oils,  fays  that  three  fifths  of  the  lands 
in  this  province  are  planted  with  olive  trees* 
And  the  before-mentioned  Fillppo  Briganti 
maintains  that  this  tree  has  not  been  adopted 
US  a  foreign  pljint,  from  the  peninfula ;  but 
tnat  it  is  proper  to  the  foil  *. 

In  this  province  there  is  a  gunj  likewife 
found,  which  is  in  high  eftimation.  The 
people  call  it  ragia.  It  exudes  frpm  the  olive 
tree ;  and  only  from  the  olive  trees  of  the 
^province  of  Tfrra  df  JBarfj  and  of  the  peniti- 
fula:  though  principally  in  the  latter.  No  in-^ 
cifion  need  be  made  in  the  bark.  Some  fup^ 
pofe  that  the  tree  fpontaneoufly  emits  thh 

*  Iftfatiif  par  eke  la  Nntum  akbta  dejltnaie^  a  la  ripr4>» 
fw^iwe  degH  uiiviy  k  fertile  eolline  delta  lapiggia ;  eve  pitto 
fia,  ehe  rifnane  abbandonatc  (Jla  Jpontanea  vegeta%ionedella  Ur^' 
ra^Ji  vede  r'tcoperto  di  Qlivaftri  \  che  inahano  le  fruitifefe 
ck'iome  alpar  degli  alhen  piu  jpedoft :  fegno  evidenie  che  la 
forza  produttrife  deljuolo  non  adotta^  ma  generpy  quefia  piante* 
Nature  appears  to  have  deflined  the  fertile  hills  of  Japygi^ 
to  the  prodaftion  of  the  olive  j  where  the  ground^  wheQ 
left  to  its  own  fpontaneoi^s  e^orts,  is  covered  with  oliv0 
'branches;  that  raife  their  beautiful  foliage  equal  to  that  of 
the  6neft  trees  :  which  evidently  (hews  it  is  the  product 
tire  force  of  the  foil  that  genersit^6>  inflead  of  adoptingi 
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g\im,  which  iifaally  hangs  like  a  tear  on  the 
polifhed  bark.  The  country  people  fay  there 
is  a  kind  of  butterfly,  that  lays  its  egg  in  the 
bark ;  from  which  a  caterpillar  is  produced, 
that  frequently  bores  through  the  branch  to 
the  fap,  and  through  this  wound  in  the  branch 
the  gum  exudes ;  but  no  fuch  are  ever  found; 
neither  do  the  ancients  mention  this  caterpil- 
lar ;  though,  according  to  the  learned  Signor 
Prefta  *,  who  has  written  on  oil,  they  de- 
fcribed  this  gum  by  the  name  of  Ethiopian 
tears  f. 

The  wine  that  is  produced  in  the  country 
of  Gallipoli  is  excellent,  when  it  is  alloWed  to 
be  eight  or  ten  years  old. 

I  had^yefterday  agreed  with  a  French  cap- 
tain, who  was  bound  to  Dunkirk  and  ready 
to  fet  fail,  and  who  would  have  taken  us  to 

Cotrone : 

*  Memoria  fu  %  faggi  diverjt  di  olio^  e  fu  delta  ragia  di 
ulivo :  da  Giovanni  Presta.  This  is  a  diiFerent  work 
and  a  much  lefs  th?in  that  which  I  have  cited  in  Letter 
LXXIII.  by  the  fame  author,  on  experiments  upon  va- 
rious kinds  of  oil. 

f  Signor  Prefta,  on  this  occafion,  quotes  the  following 
paffage  from  BacCio  de  vinis  Appulis,  lib.  v.  Gummr 
hie  olea  exftfdant  optimumy  quod  chirurgi  Gummi  Elemi  ap^ 
Reliant.     GUha  eft  pinguisy  ac  m^rrhfs  itifiar  JragrantiMorty 

U  4  ut 
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Cotrone^  but  he  has  juft  been  informed  that 
an  armed  veflel  rs  waiting  for  him,  off  Capo 
Santa Maria^Xht  ancient  promontory  oiLeuca* 
It  is  probably  a  veffel  from  Triefte;  for  I  am 
informed  the  Frenph  have  plundered  two 
merchantmen  of  that  place.  The  poor  man 
is  in  great  tribulation.  Amid  the  general  con^ 
fufion  of  the  affairs  of  France,  the  French 
confuls  receive  no  inftruftions  from  the  mi- 
niftry  ;  and  therefore  can  neither  give  advice 
nor  information. 

Surrounded  by  the  (hips  of  all  nations,  the 

ut  nonfilum  in  unguento  prohandam  exiflimem — verum  eftam 
f  runts  afperfa  fuffimentum  balfami  in  cameris  edit  gratiofum^ 

fuperans  thuris  et  JlaEfa  myrrha  fragrantiam  *. Signer 

Cptunnio^  a  celebrated  phyfician  pf  Naples,  has  had  the 
kindnefs  to  giyp  me  a  fampje  of  this  gum.  Whpn  uf^d 
as  inceiife,  it  has  a  much  ftronger  odour  than  frankinr 
ccnfc.  For  this  reafon,  Signor  Cotunnlo  forbids  it  to  be 
ufed  by  lying-in  women,  for  fome  days ;  and  does  not 
think  it  good  for  persons  whp  haye  any  diforcjer  of  the 
lungs :  in  which  he  differs  from  a  ceJebrate4  Germaq: 
phyficjan,  who  had  been  in  Italy,  ^jgnor  Qptiinnio  how- 
ever Ihould  be  beft  acquainted  with  its  effcds ;  as  he  is  a 
native  of  Puglia,  and  comes  from  Ruvd^  which  is  in  thp 
Tfrra  dl  Bari, 

'  *  The  olive  trees  here  exude  an  excellent  kind  of  gpm,  which  th^ 
furgeons  call  gum  elemi.  It  is  a  fat  fubflance,  and  has  the  fragrant 
o«3our  of  myrrli ;  and  when,  thrown  on  hot  coals  emits  a  fragrant 
ijNdour,  that  £xcee4s  the  perfuine  pf  frankinccnfe,  or  myrrh. 

ftreamers 
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ftreamers  of  which  are  flying,  this  melan^ 
choly  captain  is  obliged  to  conceal  his  flag: 
for  the  French  are  with  good  reafon  difliked 
here,  as  they  not  only  afford  protection  oa 
^heir  coafts  to  the  African  corfairs  but  giv« 
them  information  at  fea. 

Before  I  quit  this  province,  I  muft  do  the 
inhabitants,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Puglia, 
the  juftice  to  ftate  that  they  are  a  worthy 
people;  friendly,  difmterefted,  hofpitable,  and. 
with  excellent  hearts.  Would  they  could  re- 
collect that  the  traveller  has  more  need  of  re- 
pofe  thaji  of  reveling  J  That  fome  vifits  are 
pleafant  and  interefting  to  him,  but  that  he 
ftands  in  need  of  his  moments  of  leifure! 
That  he  muft  be  greatly  incommoded,  after 
a  hot  day's  journey,  by  a  chamber  full  of 
people,  going  iij  and  out :  of  by  being  hur- 
ried away  to  view  objects,  which  may  appear 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
fmall  town,  but  can  have  few  charms  for 
thofe  who  haye  vifited  the  antiquities  of 
Rome,  and  the  grand  works  of  ancient  ait ; 
^nd  that  their  kindnefs  would  have  double' 
worth,  were  it  fimply  and  cordially  admi- 
aniftered,  undebafed  by  the  vain  marks  of 
Jionouf,   and  ignoble   criflging   and  flattery. 
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»  cxercifed  by  the  infigpificant  babbling  of 
curiofity !  What  can  a  ftranger  fay  to  peo- 
ple, who  vaunt  of  his  merits  without  ever 
having  feen  him  before;  of  the  overflow-* 
ing  of  the  heart  at  his  arrival;  and  who, 
with  an  expreffion  of  falfe  modefty,  not  tm- 
comtium  to  them^  compare  themfelves  to  ia- 
fcas*? 

*  The  following   expreflions   arc    frequent.      Foglta 

iompatirt  colla  noftra    debolezza'^E  nienU  al  fuo  nurtto^ 

m^atto  nie$rte!    Ci  e  mtnte  degno  di  lei^  ma  d  e  abondanza  di 

€uare.'^^^  1  hope  you  will  excufe  our.  incapacity — ^Wehavc 

•*  nothing  worthy  of  you;  abfolutely  nothihg !    I  poffefs 

*•  xvothing  worthy  of  your  notice :  but  I  have  an  over- 

^  flowing  heart  V*  If  you  go  to  fee  a  colle£i:ion  of  vafes, 

coins^  or  other  curiofities,  they  offer  them  with  the  phrafe 

— jB   iutto    alia  fua  difpoftzione  ! — "  The.  whole^  Sir,  is 

mt  your  difpofal !" — A  nobleman,  whofe  handfomc  wife  I 

bad  vifited,  and  whom  I  had  the  courage  to  praife,  being 

to  depart  the  next  morning,  anfwered  my  praife  in  the 

prefence  of  a  dignified  ecclefiaftic,  with  E  iutta  alia  dif- 

pffizime  del  Signor  Conte  /     The  man  certainly  was  not 

ierious :  but  why  fo  degrading  an  expreffion  ?     Why  fo 

debafing  a  compliment  as — Son^  un  piccolo  infettonel  mondo  f 

•^"  X  ap(>  but  a  worm,  crawling  on  the  earth  !'* 


LET, 
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Catanzaroj  21ft  May  1792. 

It  was  on  the  17th,  half  an  hour 
before  midnight^  that  we  got  under  fail  ia 
the  harbour  of  Gallipoli.  During  our  pat 
fage,  the  wind  was  generally  favourable;  but 
fo  weak  that  it  was  eleven  o'clock  of  the  fore^ 
noon  of  the  l^th,  before  we  arrived  at  Co* 
trone :  although  the  diftance  between  the  two 
places  is  only  from  feVcnteen  to  eighteea 
German  miles.  We  foon  loft  fight  of  the  flat 
fiiores  of  Gallipoli,  and  faw  before  us  the  high 
piountains  of  the  two  Calabrias. 

The  prefent  Terra  ifOtranto  was  called  by 
the  ancients  the  yapygian  peninfula;  and,  in 
^ts  moft  proper  fenfe,  the  eaft  fide  was  called 
Calabria,  and  the  weft  the  land  of  the  Salen- 
tines.  The  two  provinces,  which  are  now 
called  Calabria  citra  and  Calabria  oltra^  were 
included  under  the  general  name  Lucania:  till 
the  fouth  part  of  this  country,  which  is  now 
called  Calabria  o/?/-^,  according  to  the  account 
of  Diodorus  Siculus,  was  feparated  from  the 
porth  after  the  following  manner. 
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"  In  the  firft  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad 
^  [354  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift]  the 
**  country  of  Lucania  was  overrun  by  a  mul- 
•*  titude  of  vile  wretches,  mod  of  whom  were 
•^  fugitive  flaves.  At  firft,  they  fubfifted  by 
•*  robbery :  but^  after  being  accuftomed  to 
^  fleep  on  the  bare  earth  and  to  make  incur^ 
•*  fions,  they  fo  far  inured  themfelves  to  war- 
•*  like  enterprifcs  that  they  attacked  the  inha^ 
^  bitants  of  the  country,  whom  they  quickly 
^  fubdued.  They  firft  took  Terina^  which 
**  they  plundered :  after  that  Harponia^  Thu^ 
"  r'wm^  and  many  other  towns,  and  founded 
**  a  republic  under  the  name  of  the  BrcttiL,  or 
**  Eruttii :  becaufe  they  had  moft  of  them 
**  been  flaves ;  and  this  word,  in  the  language 
•^  of  the  country,  fignified  runaway  flaves*." 

Before  we  arrived  at  Cotrone,  we  faw  the 
Jittle  town  of  Strongoli,  built  upon  a  hill  on 
the  fea  coaft.  I  think,  with  Swinburne^ 
that  it  was  the  Petclia  founded  by  Philo£tetes# 
^elcajlro^  which  is  not  built  on  the  fea  fliore^ 
cannot  be  the  place :  though  it  was  fo  fup* 
pofed  by  Cluverius*  Patella  was  enumerated 
^unong  the  fea  ports. 

Cotrone  lies  on  the  north  eaft  fide  of  the 

*  I)iod*  vol.  lit  p.  93,  e4.  Wcffcl. 

province 
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province  of  Calabria  oltra.:  or  of  foutli  C^a- 
bria.     The  origin  of  this  town  is  bewildered 
in  fable.     According  to  Diodorus,  Hercul^St 
on  his  paflage  through  Italy^  flew  by  miftake 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Crqton  ;  and  promifcd 
after  him  a  celebrated  town  flipuld  be  named. 
Others  tell  us    this  town^  was  founded   hj 
Croton,  fon  of  the  King  of  TJieflaly  and  tie 
judge  of  hell,  JEacus^.     Others  again  maloe 
Mkyllus^  or  Myfielhis^  to  be  its  founder  whom 
the  fatirift,  Lucian,  introduces  as  converfing 
with  Pythagoras,   whofe   foul  had   tranfmi- 
grated  into  a  cock,     Croton  however  wis  un- 
doubtedly a  powerful  and  fiourifhing  city  at 
the  time  that  Pythagoras,  under  the  govern- 
jnent  of  the  tyrant  Polycrates,  left  th^  ifland  of 
Samos,  his   native   country,  and,  about  the 
year  570  before  Chrift,  came  to  Italy,     This 
great  man  found  the   Crotonians   degraded, 
by  too  much  profperity,  into  voluptuoufnefe, 
and    led   them  back  to  the  paths  of  virtue. 
He  lived  to  be  very  old,    and    refided    in 
Croton  as  a  venerable    fage   when  the  cele- 
brated   war   was   waged   between    that    city 
and  Sybaris ;  which  was  then  the  moft  pow- 
ejrfijj  in  Lucania,  or  in  all   Italy.     Talys,  a 

*  Diod.  vol*  i.  p.  270. 

powerful 
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powerful  xiemagoguc  of  Sybaria,  exercifc^ 
thofe  political  tits  that  wcrt  and  are  <:ommon^ 
to  ancient  and  modem  demagogues ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  fucceed  by  making  himfelf  re* 
fpeded  among  the  people,  and  by  exciting  an 
antipathy  in  them  againft  the  grandees  and 
the  wealthy,  that  thus  they  might  favour  his 
ufurpatiorts.  He  perfuaded  his  fellow  citizens 
to  banifli  five  hundred  of  the  richeft  perfons 
of  the  place,  and  to  divide  their  property 
simong  themfelves.  The  fugitives  fought  and 
found  a  refuge  in  Croton  j  and,  by  the  advice 
of  Talys,  ambafladors  were  fent  thither,  re* 
quiring  thofe  men  to  be  delivered  up,  or  me- 
nacing war.  The  people  and  the  fenate  of 
Croton  hefitated,  between  the  {hamefully  relin- 
quifliing  the  facred  rights  of  hofpitalhjr  and 
undertaking  a  difaftrous  war.  The  people  in- 
^  dined,  as  ufually  happens,  to  that  fide  which 
appeared  to  them  leaft  dangerous ;  till  Pytha- 
goras excited  in  them  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and 
fentiments  of  heroifm,  and  the  fugitives  were 
not  delivered  up. 

Three  hundred  thoufand  Sybarites  were 
oppofed  to  one  hundred  thoufand  Crotonians,. 
who  were  led  by  the  famous  wreftler.  Mild, 
a  conqueror  that  had  been  fix  times  ctowned 

at 
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^t  the  Olympic  games.  Adorned  with  his 
vigor's  crown,  clothed  in  a  lion's  hide,  and 
armed  with  a  club,  he  led  his  fellow  citizens 
againft  the  effeminate  multitude  of  the  Sy- 
barites *. 

The  Sybarites  were  put  to  flight ;  and  moff: 
>of  them  fell  under  the  fword  of  the  enraged 

*  The  effeminacy  and  excefs  of  the  Sybarites  became 
proverbial,  among  the  ancients.  If  any  man  affe<£lted  a 
courtly  gait,  they  faid  he  walked  like  a  Sybarite.  They 
were  famous  for  cookery.  Like  the  nobility  of  Francep 
they  did  not  think  it  beneath  their  dignity  to  ftudy  thi» 
art.  The  moft  notorious  among  them  was  one  Myn- 
4irides ;  who,  when  he  went  to  demand  the  daughter  of 
Clifthenes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon,  took  with  him  a  thou- 
fand  fowlers,  a  thoufand  iifliermeo,  and  a-thoufand  cooks  ; 
but  he  did  not  obtain  the  tyrant's  daughter.  This  Syba- 
rite ufed  to  ffeep  on  rofe  leaves ;  and  would  complain  of 
his  reft  being  diflurbed,  if  he  happened  to  be  molefted 
by  the  doubling  of  a  leaf.  Seeing  a  labourer  once  with  a 
hoe,  raifing  his  arm  to  hoe  the  earth,  the  fight  gave  him 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs  that  he  commanded  the  man  to 
be  gone. 

It  is  related  of  the  Sybarites  that  they^  taught  their 
horfes  to  dance  to  the  found  of  the  flute,  at  their  ban- 
quets. The  tale  that  the  people  of  Croton  profited  by 
this,  played. the  known  tune  during  the  battle,  and  thus 
fuddenly  made  the  horfes  begin  to  dance,  by  which  the 
ranks  were  confufed  and  the  riders  thrown,  is  no  doubt  a 
plcafantry,  invented  by  fome  humorous  fatirift. 

7  Yidors, 
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viftors,  who  deftroyed  Sj^baris  *•  This  hajM 
pened  in  the  third  year  of  the  67th  Olym-^ 
piad,  507  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and 
fifiy-eight  years  afterward  Sybaris  was  rebuilt 
by  the  Theflalians.  Six  years  after  that,  they 
were  again  driven  away  by  the  Crotonians ; 
and  fought  protedion  from  Sparta  and  Athens. 
The  Athenians  lifiened  to  them,  fent  a  Iqua- 
dron  of  ten  fhipfe,  and  proteded  them  while 
they  built  a  new  city  ;  which  was  called  TChu-^ 
rioTiy  from  the  fountain  Thuria^  and  by  the 
Romans  Tburium-f^ 

At  the  time  that  Pyrrhus  invaded  Italy^ 
Croton  was  twelve  Italian  miles  in  circum-v 
ference  :  that  is,  two  common  German,  or 
three  geographical,  miles.  After  the  war  of 
Pyrrhus,  the  city  was  fcarcely  half  inhabited  j 
and  the  river  Mfarus^  which  had  divided 
Croton,  flowed  through  uninhabited  places  |. 

Eight  years  after   the   fecond   Punic  war^ 

*  The  Count,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  virtue  and  philofo- 
phy,has  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  war.  It  was  in  ft 
moment  of  forgetfuhiefs,  or  he  could  fiot  have  ptaifed 
the  vicious,  the  unphilofophical,  a'd\  ice  of  Pythagoras  : 
to  which  thoufands  fell  viftims ;  and  in  confequence  of 
which  a  mighty  city  was  razed.    T. 

f  Diod*  X  Liv.  xxiv.  c.  3. 
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•When  Scipio  Africanus  was  again  chofen  Con- 
fur  and  Tiberius  Sempronius  Gtacchus  his 
fcolleague,  the  Romans  fent  a  colony  hither  ^. 
During  one  Olympiad^  feven  Crotoniana 
obtained  the  prize  fdr  fwiftriefsr  It  was  a 
proverb  that  the  laft  of  the  Crotonians  was 
the  firft  of  the  Greeks.  As  healthy  as  a  Cro- 
toniari  was  another  proverb :  yet  is  this  place, 
at  prefent,  notorious  for  its  bad  air  I 

,  In  early  times,  Croton  was  an  excellent 
fchool  fdr  phyficians.  Democedes  was  a  na- 
tive of  this  city.  Leaving  his  fevere  father, 
he  went  to  ^gina ;  where,  although  he  had 
^brought  no  inftruments  of  his  art  with  him, 
he  furpaffed  the  beft  phyficians:  for  phy- 
ficians in  thofe  days  were  alfo  furgeons.  In 
the  fecond  year  of  his  refidence  there,  the 
^ginctaev  rewarded  him  by  a  fakry  of  a  talent. 
He  afterward  went  to  Athens,  for  higher  pay ; 
adtd  hditi  thence  to  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of 
Samos,  fdr  the  annual  ftipend  oftwotalems. 
Herodotus  tells  us  that,  in  thefc  times,  the 
Grotonians  were  the  people  moft  celebrated 
(or  the  art  of  healing. 

Polycrates  took  him  with  him,  when  he 
{dlled  to  vifit  the  Perfian  governor  of  Sardis, 
*  Strabo. 

^    Vot.  IlL  X  Oroetesj 
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X)roetes ;  by  whom  Polycrates  was  treachcr- 
cufly  put  tjo  death. 

When  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  King 
of  the  Perfians,  had  put  Oroetes  to  death,  he 
afterward  fprained  his  foot  as  he  alighted  from 
his  horfe,  after  hunting.  The  Egyptian  phy-» 
.ficiane,  by  whom  he .  was  attended,  for  the 
Egyptians  in  ancient  times  were  celebrated  for 
their  medical  flvill,  gave  him  pain  without 
relief.  The  King  had  feven  fleeplefs  nights ; 
and  on  the  eighth  day  Democedes  was  re- 
commended to  him,  who  appeared  before  the 
King  in  the  mean  habit  of  a  flave,  and  loaded 
with  chains.  Democedes  long  perfifted  that  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  medical  art ;  for 
he  feared  that,  if  known,  he  fhould  not  be 
fufFered  to  return  to  Greece.  Being  however 
threatened  feverely  by  Darius,  and,  after  the 
royal  manner  of  all  ages,  menaced  with  the 
tprture,  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  with  a  phyfician  and  had,  obtained 
fome  (kill  in  the  fcience.  Darius  put  himfelf 
under  Democedes ;  who  fhortly  reftored  the 
King,  by  the  means  of  ftrong  fomentations. 
On  this,  he  was  prefented  with  two  pair^  of 
golden  fetters.  "  What,"  faid  Democedes  to 
the  monarch,  *'  will  you  double  my  evils  for 

"baving 
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•*  having  reftored  you  to  health  ?''  The  good- 
humoured  King  was  fo  pleafed  with  thisfaliy 
that  he  fent  Democedes  to  his  women,  by 
whom  he  was  richly  rewarded,  and  would 
have  hanged  the  Egyptian  phyficians  had  not 
D,emocedes  entreated  for  their  pardon. 

Soon  afterward  Atoffa,  the  wife  of  Darius 
and  the  daughter  of  Cyrus  the  Great,  fent  for 
Democedes ;  for  (he  had  long  concealed  an 
abfcefs  in  her  bread.  The  difeafe  by  this 
time  was  become  dangerous.  He  promifcd  a 
cure,  provided  fhe  would  make  an  oath  to 
ferve  him  in  return. 

He  kept  his  wprd,  and,  inftruded  by  him, 
Atofla  advifed  her  hufband  to  make  war  upon 
the  Greeks,  that  he  might  gain  renown  in  his 
youth,  and  bring;  into  captivity  the  women  of 
jEgina,  Attica,  and  Corinth.  "  Thou  haft  a 
"  man,"  faid  fhe,  "  whofe  knowledge  of  the 
*^  country  will  do  thee  great  fervice :  it  is 
*'  Democedes,  who  cured  thy  foot.'*   , 

The  converfation  of  Atofla  produced  its 
eiFeft  on  Darius,  and  he  fent  Democedes, 
with  fifteen  of  the  principal  perfons  of  Perfia, 
to  Pbtenice.  Here  they  ar^med  two  galleys, 
yifited  many  of  the  fea  ports  of  Greece,  and 
landed  at  laft  at  Tarentura,  Ariftophilides, 
X  2  who 
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who  governed  Tarentum  and  was  a  native  of 
Croton,  imprifoned  the  Pcrfians,  a8  fpies ;  and 
Democedes,  who  had  formed  this  plan  only 
to  return  to  his  own  country,  went  to  Croton* 

When  he  was  thcre»  Ariftophilides  fet  the 
Perfians  at  liberty,  and  reftored  them  ali  their 
effeds.  They  failed  to  Croton,  purfued  De- 
mocedes, and  found  him  in  the  public  place. 
Some  of  the  citizens,  fearful  of  the  power  of 
the  Great  King,  would-  have-delivered  him 
up  to  the  Perfians:  but  others  fell  upon  and 
beat  them,  being  warned  by  the  fufFerers  in 
vain. 

When  they  were  at  laft  allowed  to  depart, 
Democedes  accofted  them  and  bade  them  in-^ 
form  the  King  ^hat  he  had  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  wreftler,  iVUlo,  whofe  fame  was  not 
unknown  to  Perfia  *. 

Philolaus,  a  citizen  of  Croton,  the  fcholar 
of  the  great  Archytas  of  Tarentum,  firft  taught 
that  the  fun  flood  ftill,  and  that  the  earth 
moved  round  it  in  an  ellipfis. 

Theocritus  lays  the  fcene  of  his  fourth  idyl 
in  this  country. 

This  city,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of 
Magna  Grccia  in  the  time  of  its  profperity,  is 

♦  Herod,  lib.  iii. 

now 
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now  funk  to  a  wretched  little  town,  which 
contains  ahout  five  thoufand  fouls.  Its  name, 
Cotrone^  is  an  alteration  of  its  ancient  name ; 
after  the  manner  in  which  the  Neapolitans, 
and  the  people  of  Sicily,  are  accuftomed  to 
arrange  their  letters.  Thus  the  common 
people  call  the  ifland  of  Capri  Crapi :  Ciapra, 
a  goat,  crapa.  Inftead  oi  paduk^  ?l  marfh, 
they  fay  palude  :  and  the  Grotta  Minarda^  a 
place  in  Puglia,  they  call  Grotta  Miranda. 
They  have  derived  this  manner  of  arranging 
their  letters  from  their  Greek  anceftors. 

Cotrone  is  fupported  by  commerce  j  chiefly 
of  grain,  and  cheefe :  though  it  likewife  trades 
in  oil,  and  filk. 

On  our  arrival,  a  houfe  was  prepared  for 
us,  which  is  deftined  for  an  engineer ;  under 
whofe  fuperintendance  the  haven  is  to  be 
improved,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  render  ' 
the  air  moire  healthy.  Scarcely  had  we  taken 
pofTeflion  of  this  houfe  before  three  different 
gentlemen  of  the  town  came,  and  entreated 
us  to  go  with  them.  We  accepted  the  invi- 
tation of  Don  Antonio  Marzano ;  whofe  re- 
ception was  warm  and  friendly.  Neither  he 
nor  his  friends,  who,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  aflembled  to  vifit  the  ftrangers, 
X  3  were 
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were  fo  exceffively  polite  as  the  people  of 
Puglia :  whofe  civilities  I  fometimes  did  not 
know  how  to  interpret. 

The  good  people,  who  had  haftily  prepared 
the  empty  houfe  of  the  engineer  for  our  re- 
ception, refufed  to  accept  any  compenfation 
for  their  trouble. 

'  Don  Antonio  gave  us  a  refrefhment  of  ice; 
and  then  became  our  guide  through' the  city, 
where  we  beheld  the  formerly  famous  river  of 
JEfariiSy  which  is  now  called  Efaro.  The 
ancients  derived  its  name  from  JEfarus^  a 
huntfman,  who  fell  into  the  river  as  he  was 
purfuing  a  hind. 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  was  formerly  , 
navigable ;  but  that  the  greateft  part  of  its 
waters  have  found  a  fubterranean  paflage,  by 
which  the  ftream  has  in  part  been  dried  up. 
I  do  not  infift  upon  the  truth  of  this  opinion : 
for,  though  an  earthquake  migh^^iave  eafily 
produced  fuch  a  change,  if  I  do  not  miftake, 
Pliny  has  remarked  that  this  city  never  was 
vifited  with  earthquakes.  Lefs  ftreams  than 
this  have  exercifed  the  vanity  and  patriotic 
prejudices  of  the  Greeks;  and  have  been  de- 
fcrlbed  by  thenji  as  mighty  rivers. 
The  Efarck^  at  certain  times,  rifes  very  high  ; 

and 
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and  no  longer  ago  than  laft  Auguft,  fwept 
away  a  lofty  ftone  bridge,  erected  on  arches, 
which  is  now  rebuilding.  It  likewife  laid 
wafte  the  gardens. 

According  to  the  probable  opinion  of  Clu- 
verlus,  the  Stomalimnonj  where  the  herdfman 
of  Theocritus  paftured  his  cattle,  is  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river.  The  poet  praifes  the  fer- 
tility of  the  pafturage ;  and  I  have  feldom  feen 
a  finer  growth  of  grafs.  I  found  canary  feed, 
which  we  fometimes  rear  in  our  gardeiiis  as 
food  for  the  canary  bird,  growing  wild.  The 
aromatic  odour  of  the  plants  and  (hrubs  fill* 
the  air.  The  high  red  trefoil,  which  is  reared 
in  fields  by  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  di  Lavorg^ 
here  grows  wild  in  abundance  But  it  is  not 
fo  full  in  the  ear  as  there;  though  it  has  larger 
flowers,  and  fpreads  over  the  ground  like  our 
yellow  latus  :  from  which  it  is  only  diftin* 
guifliable  by  its  colour,  and  fuperior  fize.  The 
Italians  call  both  this  that  grows  wild,  and  that 
which  is  cultivated, /r^/<?;  and  prefer  it  to  all 
other  fodder,  efpeciallyfor  horfes.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  procure  feed  of  this  valuable  plant  j 
for  it  is  certainly  worth  making  an  experi- 
ment, to  know  if  it  will  thrive  in  our  foil. 

X  4  The 
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The  liccMricc  root  grows^  wild,  and  is  made 
a  branch  of  commerce,  in  this  country. 

The  waters,  left  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
river  arid  the  decaying  ftate  of  the  haven, 
have  doubtlefs  occkifioned  the  bad  air  of  the 
place  J  which  has  been  increafed  by  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  want  of  cleanlir 
ncfs  in  the  inhabitants. 

Near. the  town,  wc  faw  a  large  bean  field^ 
planted  as  it  were  in  defiance  of  Pythagoras. 

Charles  the  Fifth  furrounded  Cotrone  witl^ 
a  ftrong  wall:  but  this  town  cannot  ftand  a 
(iege,  for  want  of  water.  The  fountain  which 
fupplies  it  rifes  yjithout  the  walls ;  and  thq 
mills  (land  at  a  certain  diftance. 

Six  Itali  in  miles  fouth  of  the  city,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  promontory  of  Laciniupi^ 
the  temple  of  the  Lacinian  juno  fl:ood  5  which^ 
Livy  tells  us,  was  a?  celebrated  as  Croton  itfelL 
It  was  revered.by  all  the  neighbouring  people. 
A  lofty  grove,  furrounded  by  pines,  contained 
the  herds  that  were  confecrated  to  the  goddefsj 
and  they  paftured  there  without  a  keeper.  Not 
many  years  fince,  there  were  large  remains  of 
this  temple ;  and  the  Italians  call  the  pro- 
montory after  the  pillars  of  this  temple  Capo 
'      "  .  dclk 
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4elie  Colonnef  The  grove  ftill  flouriibes :  but 
the  ftoi^es  have  been  taken  to  repair  tb^ 
haven ;  fronji  which  depredation  not  even  the 
fuppoiitipn  that  Pvthagor^s  had  taught  there 
could  proted  them.  The  grove  too  is  cut, 
for  the  bijmiiig  of  bricks.  Riedefel,  a  learne4 
antiquarian,  imagined  he  difeovered  a  part 
;of  the  ancient  femple,  in  fhc  ruins  which  werc^ 
called  Scugla  di  Pitagora :  or,  the  fchool  of 
Pythagoras.  Therp  is  Only  oije  pillar  now 
ftanding,  which  is  fo  large  that  we  could 
plainly  fee  it  from  Gotrone. 

As  we  were  yefterday  intending  to  leave 
jthe  place,  I  was  invited  with  great  If indneft 
ai^d  cordiality^  by  Don  Antonio,  to  ftand  god- 
father for  th?  child  of  which  his  young  wife 
js  pregnant.  » 

Almoft  the  whole  country  between  Gotrone 
and  Gatanzaro,  a  trafk,  of  forty  Italian  miles, 
confifts  of  hilly  paftures.  The  large  growth 
pf  the  thiftle  and  the  tilled  lands,  on  which 
we  faw  excellent  whe^t ^  deqote  the  fertility  of 
the  foil ;  yet  thefe  mild  regions  maintain  few 
inhabitants,  Negle£t^  the  opprcffions  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  high  rents  which  the  no- 
|)les  exad  from  the  peafantry,  prevent  many 
from  ji^arriage  j  that  pureft  fpring  of  domeilie 
'  felicity. 
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felicity,  that  beft  fupport  of  the  power  of  a 
nation.  For  this  reafon  the  country  fwarms 
with  beafts  of  prey.  Foxes  are  innumerable  : 
and  Don  Antonio,  who  like  Nimrod  is  a 
mighty  hunter,  vaunts  of  having  killed  three 
hundred  foxes,  and  many  wolves,  with  his 
pwn  hand.  The  wolves  are  bold  enough  to 
fcize  on  fmgle  cows,  and  mares,  at  pafture : 
but  if  a  cow,  or  mare,  perceive  the  wolf,  it 
utters  a  well-known  cry^  on  which  the  whole 
herd  comes  in  aid. 

This  beautiful  province  is  like  wife  injured 
by  the  want  of  roads ;  for  it  doqp  not  poflefs 
jDne  high  road  that  is  kept  in  repair.     Nor  is 
Calabria  citra   better  provided.      The  high 
road  from  Naples  proceeds  no  farther  than 
the  Lago  Neroy  in  the  province  of  BaftUcata^ 
It  is  indeed  to  be  continued  to  Reggio :  but  is 
one  high  road  fufficient  for  thefe  noble  pro- 
vinces ?    The  foot  roads  are  only  paflable  in; 
fummer;  and  then  are  wretched.     The  overr- 
flowing  ftreams  leave  large  cracks  in  the  earth  j 
which  we  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  conie- 
quences  of  the  earthquake  of  1783,  by  which 
this  country  was  defolated.     We  rode  over 
the  beds  of  waters  that  were  now  partly  dry, 
and  partly  humid  j  th^  breadth  of  .which,  with 

the 
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theihagged  and  demolillied  fliores  and  the 
deep  gaping  crevices,  prove  how  high  they 
rife  at  the  end  of  fummer,  and  in  winter^ 
An  Italian  gentleman  faid  to  me,  "  A  town 
fituated  at  a  diftance  might  fuffer  dearth,  after 
a  bad  harveft,  becaufe  the  people  of  our 
country  have  no  means  of  tranfporting  their 
fuperfluity." 

The  roads  are  neither,  fo  dangerous  as  they 
are  generally,  faid  to  be  in  Naples,  where  the 
caution  given  to  travellers  is  very  terrifying, 
nor  yet  fo  fecure  as  fome  travellers  have 
affirmed.  We  have  travelled  through  all 
Puglia,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  travellers, 
without  an  armed  efcort ;  and  have  fufFered 
no  attack  from  robbers.  However,  we  met 
prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  up  for  ads  of 
outrage  lately  committed.  The  prifons  indeed 
are  full.  There  are  now  in  this  town  more 
than  three  hundred  prifoners,  and  moft  of 
them  robbers  :  but  it  frequently  happens  that 
they  lie  years  before  they  are  brought  to  trial. 
A  fingle  officer,  called  the  Scrivanoy  under- 
takes the  profecution  of  all  malefactors  ;  and 
his  favour  is  frequently  to  be  bought.  A 
fumof  money  will  induce  hiro  tp  vjirnifb  over 

the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ji6  TRAVELS  OF 

tii€  greatcft  crimes  as  trifles ;  and  thus  pro» 
cure  the  liberty  of  the  criminals:  while  others, 
for  infignificaut  oflfences,  are  kept  many  years 
in  fetters,  and,  as  guilty  pcrfons,  configned  to 
the  intercourfe  of  guilt. 

Several  of  the  Scrivani  have  been  fent  to 
the  galleys  by  the  regent  of  Naples  j  who  is 
of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  and  Prefident  of 
the  Court  of  Juftice.  He  Isdxjurs  with  zeal 
and  courage  againft  thefe  pernicious  abufes  ; 
and  Naples  itfclf  may  thank  him  for  its  fafety : 
but  he  combats  with  a  hydra,  which  rears  its 
innumerable  heads  through  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  and,  while  they  bend  beneath  his  club, 
ure  ncM  exterminated. 

A  prince,  by  whom  as  travellers  we  were 
entertfiined  at  Cotrone,  yefterday  fupplied  us 
with  an  efcort  of  four  armed  horfemen ; 
whom  we  difmifled  after  we  had  travelled 
Jialf  the  way. 

The  high  nobility  had  formerly  the  right 
of  exafting  a  heavy  tax  upon  travellers  j  for 
which  if  required  it  was  their  duty  to  furnifh 
an  armed  efcort :  but  the  King  has  lately  de* 
manded  to  examine  the  proofs  on  which  they 
exa€t  thefi?  tollsji  and  they  are  now  abolifhed, 

'     '  Thofe 
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Tbofe  Baroni^^  however,  who  could  produce 
fufficient  documents  received  an  kidemnifica- 
don  ;  and  they  are  now  all  releafed  from  the 
neceffity  of  furnifhing  an  efcort,^  which  is  pro- 
vided by  the  King,  Formerly  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  nobility  for  thi^  fervice  received 
three  or  four  times  the  pay  of  a  foldier. 

Our  guide  took  us  to  a  houfe  on  the  road^ 
which  we  fujppofed  to  have  been  an  inn ;  but, 
as  foon  as  we  had  difmounted,  the  matter 
came  out  with  a  friendly  welcome..  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  Catanzaro,  who  yearly  refidea 
at  his  country  feat  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
during  a  part  df  June.  It  is  at  fome  diftancc 
from  the  fea ;  and  the  badnefs  of  the  air  ob- 
liges him  annually  to  quit  it  fo  early.  This 
bad  air  is  entirely  occalioned  by  the  want  of 
cultivation:  the  uilplowed  earth,  which  i» 
only  ufed  as  pafture,  gapes  beneath  the  parch- 
ing fun  J  and  injurious  vapours  rifeiirom  the 
crevices.  Magna  Grecia  was  once  a  moft  po- 
pulous country  J  aftonifhingly  populous  ;  and 
no  lefs  healthful :  but  it  was  when  agriculture 
fiourifhed. 

♦  The  title  of  Barone  fignifies,  in  both  kingdoms,  a 
landholder  of  the  high  nobility :  whether  prince^  duke^ 
niarqtiisi  or  count. 

•    5  O"'^ 
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Our  wretched  horfes,  and  ftill  worfe  fump* 
ter  mules,  obliged  us  to  trayel  a  part  of  our 
way  (I  fliOuld  have  mifufed  the  word  had  I 
called  It  road)  by  night.     We  frequently  tra- 
Terfed  uneven  ground,  came  to  fteep  decli^ 
vities,   and  pafled  along  fmall  paths,  where 
the  earth   was  broken  up  and  gaping,  and 
fometimes   obliged  to   defcend    hills,   down, 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  go  fafely  on  foot 
without  the  utmoft  care.     Yet  we  were  only 
a  league  diftant  from  the  principal  city  *of  the 
province  !    Difpleafed  as  we  were  with  our 
guides  we  difmifled  them  at  Catinzaro,  in 
certain  expeftatioti  of  being  better  fupplied 
with  horfes  for  ourfelves  and   our  luggage : 
but   they    are  all   gone  to   a   neighbouring 
market,  and  here  we  muft  for  the  prefent  re- 
main ;    fortunate    in  having   found   an    inn 
which,  in  this  country,  is  of  a  very  capital 
kind,  though  in  Germany  it  would  only  be 
confidered  as  an  alehoufe. 

Catanzaro  is  built  on  a  tolerably  high  fum- 
mit,  among  mountains;  and  the  profpe£t  front 
the  city  to  thefe  green  fliady  heights  is  plea-, 
fant.  The  dreadful  earthquake  of  1783  ex- 
tended to. this  place;  and  the  inhabitants 
whofe  houfes   were  thrown  down,  as  well 

.as 
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as  thofe  who  wi(hed  to  guard  againft  future 
(hocks,  built  fmaller  houfes  on  a  woody  height 
near  the  city.  Thefe  houfes,  which  the  Ita- 
lians call  barracks,  are  of  brick  and  wood  j 
and  generally  have  only  one  ftory :  though 
mod  of  the  houfes  in  Italy  are  lofty,  and  built 
of  hewn  ftone.  Thefe  little  habitations,  being 
light  and  capable  of  yielding  to  the  ihock,  are 
much  lefs  dangerous.  They  are  pleafahtly 
fittiated,  among  gardens ;  and  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  city  itfelf,  the  houfes  of  which 
are  high,  and  the  ftreets  narrow,  and  dirty. 

Catanzaro  may  contain  about  twelve  thou- 
£and  inhabitants.  It  is  the  refidetice,  of  the 
prefident  of  the  province  ;  and  is  likewife  the 
feat  of  the  bifhop. 

*  The  principal  people  have  country  houfes 
^n  the  fe.a  fide,  at  the  diftance  of  a  German 
mile  from  the  city ;  where  they  refide  during 
May  and  a  part  of  June,  till  they  are  driven 
away  by  the  unhealthy  ain  Catanzaro  is  fur- 
rounded  with  hills  ;  and  to  the  neareft  valley 
ther^  is  a  broad  paved  road,  from  which  the 
owners  of  the  country  houfes  proceed  along 
^e  fandy  bed  of  a  river,  which  is  dried  up  in 
furhmer,  and  which  ferves  them  as  a  high 
road.        . 

The 
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'the  chief  fupport  of  fhe  city  cottfiftsin  tii« 
manufa^ure  of  fiUcs  of  Various  kihds* 


LETTER    LXXXIIL 

OppidQ>  24th  May  lyp^f* 

VV  E  left  Catanzaro  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  juft  as  the  beams  of  day 
were  breaking  upon  the  tops  of  the  fqrroiind- 
ing  mountains*  We  rode  along  fmall  foot 
paths,  and  pafled  the  hills  that  were  fragrant 
with  the  morning  dew,  and  the  flowery  pa(^ 
tures,  the  beautijPul  hefbage  of  which  rendered 
them  delrghtful.  The  herds  were  grazing  (m 
the  fruitful  lands  bdow  us ;  and  here  and 
there,  toward  the  fea,  we  perceived  a  fhadj^ 
grove. 

The  cattle  of  thts  province  are  very  fi*«^ 
ftrong,  and  numerous;  The  horfes  are  ni«H 
ble,  fiery,  and  well  proportioned^  Thofe  dtf 
which  we  were  mounted  ai^ively  climbed  ttp 
the  fteep  foot  path. 

Having  afcended  the  hill,  we  came  to  at 

large 
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large  fofeft  of  oaks;  of  which  trees  there 
were  feveral  kinds  that  were  unkhown  to  us. 
The  leaves  of  fome  of  them  were  of  a  clear 
green,  almoft  pointed  in  the  middle,  and 
feem'ed  to  load  the  branches.  Between  the 
oaks  large  cork  trees  grew  j  while  the  wild 
vine  twined  round  the  higheft  tops  of  thefe 
trees,  and,  in  the  ranknefs  of  their  growth, 
dropped  again  quite  to  the  ground,  or  inter- 
mingled with  the  fprouts  of  the  honey-fuckle^. 
Here  too  th?  tall  myrtle  fpread  out  its  branch- 
es, like  our  holly  oak.  ;f^' 

We  had  fuddenly  a  view  of  the  fea,  and  of 
a  mountain  that  towpred  amid  the  billows. 
At  firft,  we  imagined  that  It  was  Mount  -^tna^ 
and  that  we  difcovered  its  crater  in  the  depth 
between  its  forked  fummits :  but,  on  better 
information,  we  found  it  to  be  the  volcanic 
mountain  of  the  ifland  of  Stromboli.  We 
likewife  had  a  view  of  Lipari,  and  of  an- 
other of  the  Lipari  iflands. 

The  mulberry  trees  are  large>  and  fpread- 
ing ;  and,  among  the  wild  flowers,  I  faw  the 
odoriferous  pea  flower,  lathy rus^  of  our  gar- 
dens ;  both  the  dark  kind  and  the  more, 
odoriferous  clear  red.  Here  too  was  the  fmall 
])lue  iris :  the  large  grows  wild  near  Naples, 

Vql,  III,  y  and 
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and  the  yellow  kind  is  very  common  in  the 
ifland  of  Nifida. 

At  Fondaco  del  Fico^v^\i\z\\  Swinburne  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  Fundus  Sica^  from  which 
during  his  baniftiment  Cicero  wrote  fome  of 
his  letters  to  Atticus,  we  pafled  the  mid  day 
under  a  large  poplar  ;  befide  a  fpring,  which 
forms  a  rivulet,  that  ran  murmuring  under 
alder  trees.  This  beautiful  tree  is  feldom  feen 
in  Italy. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  faw  five  of  the  Lipari 
iflands,  advancing  out  of  the  clear  blue  flood 
like  individual  mountains;  and  on  the  fide 
next  us,  the  curving  bay  of  Santa  Eufemia^ 
enclofed  by  ridges  of  hills  rifing  one  behind 
the  other. 

We  arrived  at  Monteleone  as  the  fun  went 
down.  This  town  gives  its  name  to  one  of 
the  mod  powerful  vaflTals  of  the  two  king- 
doms ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  to  the  moft 
powerful  of  them  all.  The  Duke  of  Monte- 
leone it  is  faid,  by  the  abolifhing  of  the  tolls 
which  were  exaded  by  the  Baroni^  will  lofe 
a  yearly  revenue  of  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  ; 
equal  to  fifteen  thoufand  rix- dollars. 

This  town  was  founded  by  the  Greeks  of 
Locri  J  by  whom  it  was  called  Hippo^  or  Hip- 

ponium% 
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pomum.  From  them  it  was  taken  by  the 
Brutii;  and  froijn  the  Brutiihy  the  Romans, 
who  fent  a  colony  hither  and  named  it  Vibofia 
Valentla. 

This  charming  country  was  the  feat  of 
love,  in  the  fables  of  the  Greeks':  and  here 
Proferpine,  as  a  virgin  nymph,  frequently 
came  from  Sicily,  to  gather  the  flowers  of 
Hippoiiium.  The  town  is  fituated  on  a  gentle 
declivity  of  the  fea  fhore,  on  which  Agatho- 
cles  once  built  'a  pier.  The  furrounding 
country  is  fhady,  fertile,  and  hilly.  It  might 
well  be  faid  that,  when  Proferpine  was  the 
bride  of  Pluto,  and  had  received  Sicily  from 
Jupiter  as  a  marriage  gift,  fhe  configned  the 
fhores  to  her  mother  Geres  j  for  they  every 
where  abound  in  grain. 

The  town  was  almoft  deftroyed  by  the 
earthquake  of  1783  ;  and  it  now  chiefly  con- 
fifl:s  of  (hops,  built  of  wood,  and  houfes,  built 
of  wood,  brick,  and  mortar.  Thefe  kind  of 
barraclfs,  as  they  are  called  by  the  Italians,  are 
frequently  more  expenfive  than  fl:one  houfes  ; 
in  a  country  where  wood  is  fcarce,  and  fl:one 
abundant. 

We  yeflerday  left  this  ill  bqilt  charmingly 
y  2  fUn^tqcl 
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fituated  place;  round  which  we  faw  fmjiU 
groves,  paftures,  and  rich  corn  fields. 

We  paffed  through  Mileto ;  a  fmall  town 
that  was  built  by  the  Milejians^  after  Darius, 
the  fon  of  Hyilafpes,  had  deftyoyed  their  city. 
Thi?  little  place  was  like  wife  deftroyed  by  the 
earthquake  of  1783,  and  ponftfts  at  prefent  of 
loW  barracks. 

The  woody  Apennines  now  rofe  on  our 
left,  the  fea  was  in  our  front,  and  beyond  it 
tlic  mountains  of  Sicily;  appearing,  as  it  were^ 
to  form  one  chain  with  the  Apennines,  while, 
at  theT>ack  of  the  Sicilian  hills,  the  naked  head 
and  interfered  back  oi Rxti2^,  rofe.  Ics, clouds 
of  fmoke  funk  downward  ;  and,  ftretching 
out,  darkened  the  horizon* 

We  did  not  lofe  fig|;it  of  this  vaft  moun- 
tain, as  we  paffed  through  the  fertile  valley  of 
Roflarno  ;  the  wpody  hills  of  which  concealed 
the  mouiitains  of  Sicily  on  our  right,  and  the 
Apennines  on  our  left. 

Rojfqrno  was  called,  by  the  Greeks,  -Mf- 
dama ;  and  this  little  town  was  likewife.  iti 
part  ruined  by  the  earthquake.  It  is  charm- 
ingly fituated,  between  a  broad  river  and  ^ 
plentiful  fpring. 

•  LargQ 
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Likrge  plaiitations  of  olive  trees  are  met 
With  between  RoffarnQ  and  Oppido ;  and  the 
olive  tree  has  a  much  finer  appearance  in  this 
province  than  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  Nor 
is  it  here  grafted,  but  fufFered  td  grow  in  all 
its  native  beauty.  Thofe  that  are  grafted 
have  the  appearance  of  the  mutilated  village 
willow;  but  thofe  that  are  left  Unmolefted 
look  like  the  tall  willow  with  fpreading 
branches. 

The  olive  tree  wilt  not  only  bear  without 
grafting  here,  but  it  is  affirmed  that,  though  it 
only  produces  once  in  two  years,  its  fruit  is 
more  abundant,  and  fiher,  than  that  of  the 
grafted  annual  olive.  I  certainly  never  faw 
olive  trees  fo  full  of  bloom  as  thefe  5  and  the 
flowers  are  nluch  larger  than  thofe  ufually 
feen  on  other  olive  trees. 

Thefe  ungrafted  olives  muft  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  wild  olive  which  is  the 
fpontaneous  produftion  of  nature,  in  thefe 
provinces. 

The  prefent  Oppido  is  built  on  a  kind  of 
broad  terrace  of  the  woody  Apennines,  three 
Italian  miles  diftant  from  the  former  Oppido ; 
tvhicb,  on  the  fifth  of  February  1783,  was 
entirely  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake :  or  ra-r 
Y  3  ther 
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ther  cfigulphed,  by  what  may  be  Called  1 
whirlpool  of  the  opening  earth,  for  it  was  tha 
centre  of  this  terrible  calamity. 

A  canon,  who  had  been  an  eye  witnefs  of 
this  horrible  event,  told  me  that  the  motion 
of  the  earth  was  like  that  of  the  billows  of  the 
fea. 

We  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner^ 
yefterday  evening,  by  the  Bifhop  ;  who  en- 
tered up6n  his  office  but  a  few  weeks  fince# 
The  refidence  of  the  Bifhop  is  not  yet  rebuilt, 
and  he  lives  in  a  barrack  ;  with  which  he  has 
been  furnifhed  by  one  of  the  town's  people. 

This  morning,  we  rode  among  the  moun-- 
tains  by  paths  that  were  almoft  impaiTable, 
and  over  hills  that  formerly  were  valleys,  and 
valleys  that  formerly  were  hills.  When  an 
earthquake  happens  to  take  but  one  direction, 
the  mountains  may  fhake  from  their  roots  to 
their  very  fummits,  yet  fuffer  but  little  change; 
and,  in  fome  places,  fcarcely  any  :  the  earth 
feeming  to  repofe  itfelf,  like  the  fea  after  a 
ftorm  :  but,  if  the  (hocks  encounter  each  other 
in  contrary  direction,  they  form  a  conflicting 
motion,  which  dams  up  rivers  and  removes 
mountains.  The  earthquake  was  the  more 
dreadful  here  becaufe  the   mountains,  con- 

o  filling 
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fifting  of  adhefive  clay,  refilled  the  fubterra- 
tieah  ftrife  of  contradidlory  motion.  We  faw 
mountains  rent  from  top  to  bottom ;  the 
fallen  half  of  which  had  filled  up  former  val- 
leys, and  formed  others  in  their  ftead*  Beds 
of  earth,  in  many  places,  were  torn  away 
with  their  whole  plantations.  Trees,  witli 
their  roots  half  bare,  ftand  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice  ;  while  their  fellow  trees,  tranfported 
to  a.  dift^nce,  are  now  growing  on  the  banks 
of  other  fprings,  by  which  they  are  watered* 
A  man,  a  woman,  and  a  mule,  were,  by  one 
eiedrical  (hock,  projeded,  with  the  ground  on 
which  they  flood,  acrofs  a  river  without  in- 
jury.* A  man,  that  was  plucking  lemons  upon 
a  tree  in  the  little  town  of  Seminara,  was  Car- 
ried, with  the  tree  and  the  earth  in  which  it 
grew,  and  ftill  grows,  and  thrown  to  a  great 
diftance.  Many,  borne  away  by  the  billows 
of  earth,  as  by  the  billows  of  ocean,  were 
Iwallowed  up  and  thrown  back  from  the 
gaping  gulph  without  injury.  Rivers  were 
imprifoned  in  their  coutfe,  and  their  dammed 
up  ftreams  were  fuddenly  formed  into  lakes  ; 
which,  now  divided  from  their  native  ftreams, 
fend  forth  injurious  exhalations  from  their 
ftagnant  waters.  » 

,  Y4  Several 
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Several  of  thefe  lakes  I  faw ;  others  are 
dried  up,  and  fome  at  the  expence  of  Govern- 
ment. An  outlet  for  one  has  been  cut  through 
the  rocks.  This  earthquake  gave  birth  to  law 
fuits  of  a  new  kind,  between  the  proprietors 
of  the  overfliooting  and  the  pofleflbrs  of  the 
overfhot  earth,  to  know  which  of  them  had 
planted  a  tree,  and  on  whofe  foil  it  afterward 
flood.  Many  trees  were  thrown  between 
others ;  and  who  were  the  proprietors  of  them 
tvas  an  uncertainty.  I  faw  a  quantity  of  olive 
trees  that  were  torn,  with  the  earth  where 
they  grew,  from  the  ranks  in  which  they 
were  planted,  were  preflfed  together  by  the 
whirling  motion,  and.  now  form  one  great 
clump. 

Oppido  that  was,  which  Cluverius  fuppofed 
to  be  the  ancient  Mamertum^  and  Italian  an- 
tiquaries the  ancient  Metaurum^^  is  now 
changed  into  a  heap  of  ftones.     Large  ranges 

*  They  ground  this  opinion  on  the  river  near  Oppido 
being  ftill  called  Metauro.  But  might  not  Metaurum  have 
been  built,  as  Cluverius  fuppofes,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Metaurus  ?  Let  me  remark,  this  river  muft  not  be 
confounded  with  the  great  Metaurus^  now  called  Metaro, 
that  was  famous  for  the  battle  in  which  the  Carthaginians 
were  defeated,  and  their  leader  Hafdrubal,  the  brother  of 
Hannibal,  flain. 

of 
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of  wafl,  feized  as  it  were  and  dragged  away 
by  the  frantic  earth,  when  the  earth  ceafed 
its  motion,  did  not  fall  flat,  but  were  placed' 
with  the  end  upward  :  as  if  they  had  taken 
root,  or  were  fupported  by  a  giant  hand. 

Penetrated  by  the  afped,  we  flood  with  out 
guide,  a  youth  of  twenty,  contemplating  thefe 
ruins.  We  in  aftonifhment  and  cbmpaflion, 
and  he  bitterly  recollecting  that  the  houfe  of 
his  father  was  a  part  of  the  wreck,  that  he 
and  his  mother  had  been  five  hours  covered 
by  the  rubbifh,  and  that  his  brother  and  fifter 
lay  buried  beneath  it. 

As  we  came  to  Oppido,  we  had  already 
been  fhewn,  in  one  place,  flones  that  had 
crufhed  men;  and  in  another  hills  covered 
with  the  flourifhing  vine  under  which  whole 
communities  were  entombed. 

The  former  town  contained  three  thoufand 
inhabitants ;  the  prefent  barracks  only  five 
hundred.  About  twelve  hundred  perifhed  on 
the  defolating  day.  Sortie  were  burned  alive, 
overtaken  by  the  flames  that  fpread  through 
the  tumbling  houfes.  The  monks  of  a  mo- 
tiaflery  became  the  prey  of  thefe  flames.  A 
woman,  who  now  lives  in  Meflina,  remain- 
ed eleven  days  under  the  ruins  of  her  own 
5  houfe. 
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houfci  Her  child  was  with  her ;  and  the/ 
both  fed  on  chefnuts,  which  the  mother,  not 
improvidentially,  had  put  in  her  pocket.  She 
gave  the  child  her  own  excremental  water  to 
drink:  but,  as  fhe  had  no  fupply  of  liquid  for 
herfelf,  even  this  wretched  aid  foon  failed  j 
and  the  child  died,  on  the  fifth  day. 

Numbers  afterward  died,  partly  from  the 
miferies  and  want  to  which  they  were  fub- 
je^ed,  and  partly  from  the  difeafes  which  the 
ftagnant  water,  the  newly  turned  up  earth, 
and  the  putrid  bodies  of  man  and  beaft,  occa- 
(ioned. 

So  remarkable  were  the  efFedls  of  this  earth-* 
quake  on  the  human  organs  that,  in  the  tw# 
following  years,  the  Ivomen  either  did  not 
conceive,  vvere  prematurely  delivered,  or" 
brought  forth  dead  children  ;  and  of  thofe 
that  were  born  alive  many  immediately  ex- 
pired. 

When  the  firft  account  of  t^is  dreadful 
event  reached  Naples,  the  King  was  defirous 
of  vifiting  the  diftraded  provinpe ;  and  being 
prevented,  he  fent  the  people  money.  The 
Queen,  whofe  benevolence  is  always  a£live, 
deprived  herfelf  of  her  jewels  ;  and  people  of 
all  rankj  were  at  firft  contributors*    The  fan- 

guine 
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guine  Neapolitans  are  eafily. moved:  but  their 
emotion  quickly  dies  away. 

Some  communities,  that  had  fufFered  by  the 
earthquake,  generoufly  refufed  the  afliftance 
offered  them ;  that  it  might  be  given  to  others^ 
whofe  fufferings  were  more  fevere. 

The  whole  province  beftowed  its  bleflings 
on  Don  Francfefco  de  la  Vega,  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  the  Mufeum  at  Portici,  whom  the 
King  fent  with  money  and  full  powers  into 
Calabria.  He  pofTefled  the  art  of  doing  much 
with  a  little ;  and  his  conduct,  as  wife  as  it 
was  humane,  infpired  the  terrified  inhabitants 
with  new  courage. 

The  lofs  of  the  province  by  death,  in- 
cluding thofe  that  were  fw allowed  up,  buried, 
under  the  ruins,  or  killed  by  difeafe,  has  been 
eftima,ted  by  feveral  at  two-and-thirty  thou- 
fand  fouls.  No,  town  fuffered  fo  much,  ac- 
cording to  its  population,  as  Oppido.  The 
fruitful  fields  lie  uncultivated  ;  and  the  ftrong 
foil  generates  luxuriant  plants,  which  humec- 
tate the  air. 

The  inhabitants  complain  that  the  King  has 
not  provided  new  houfes  for  all  the  new  cul- 
tivators; but  r  fufpedt  that  the  evil  muft  be 
conftitutional,    and   rooted    in    the    people. 

Where 
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Where  fruitful  lands  may  be  had  for  fmarf 
rents,  as  in  this  country,  tljere,  unlefs  peculiar 
obftacles  are  to  be  overcome,  cultivators  will 
not  be  wanting,  who  will  provide  habitations 
for  themfelves.  This  is  the  cafe  in  our 
country  ;  where,  though  the  climate  be  rude, 
the  houfes  are  larger  and  more  expenfivej 
and  where  the  countryman  tills  a  foil  by  the 
fweat  of  his  brow,  which  is  not  produdtive 
the  whole  year,  nor  does  it  encumber  him 
with  its  fuperfluity  as  in  Calabria^ 

This  province,  one  of  the  moll  favoured  Iii 
Europe,  and  with  which,  Sicily  and  the  fhores 
of  the  bay  of  Naples  e^tcepted,  no  other  per- 
haps can  be  compared,  this  province,  where 
heaven,  earth,  and  fea  united  fmile,  waa 
already  depopulated  before,  the  depopulation 
of  the  earthquake.  Its  few  inhabitants  were 
previoufly  poor.  The  whole  fyftem  of  the 
country  is  ftrikingly  bad.  The  countryman 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  King  heavy  taxes  for  the 
oil  of  his  prefs,  and  the  raw  filk  which  his 
worms^produce :  though  he  has  already  paid 
his  landlord  for  the  ground  on  which  the  olive 
and  th^  mulberry  tree  grew.  The  merehaiit 
cannot  afford  to  give  him  much  for  his  oil^ 
becaufe  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  v^hich  id 

equally 
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^qi^ally  heavy  and  unjuft  for  leave. to  export 
it.  *  The  argument  that  the  foreign  merchant 
pays  this  tax  is  abfurd.  Is  it  not  evident  t^at 
the  foreigner  will  pay  the  cultivator  the  left 
the  more  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  King? 
Kfeavy  taxes  are  likewife  paid  for  wrought 
filk,  and  for  filk  fluffs.  Befide,  it  is  furely 
€;vil  fufficient  that  the  natives  jQiould  be  ob- 
liged to  yield  the  carrying  trade  to  foreigners, 
frDm  the  want  of  protection  agaitift  the  Bar- 
t)ary  corfairs. 

If  the  peafant  be  the  vaffal  of  a  Barone^  he 
is  fubjeA  to  tolls  at  the  mill  and  at  the  oil 
prefs :  befide  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax 
in  kind,  for  the  produce  of  the  foil.  To  this 
we  muft  add  that  the  roads,  unrepaired,  daily 
become  worfe  j  and  whole  communities  are 
hemmed  in  and  cut  off  from  intercourfe,  with 
town  or  country.  The  fmall  circulation  of 
money  is  ftill  farther  limited  by  the  fuddea 
fbplition  of  monafteries. 

Thus  do  the  inliabitants  fuffer  dearth  \xx 
paradife.  Thus  depopulation  increafes ;  in  a 
fountry  where  marriages  are  uncommonly 
fruitful,  but  where  the  dread  of  increafing  ^ 
wretchednefs  deters  the  people  from  marriagCi^ 
^nd  truly  it  requires  a  paradife,  fuch  as  Ca- 

Jabria, 
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labria,  to  invite  any  inhabitants  where  fuch 
numerous  afflifkions  oppijefs  a  people  who  are 
habitually  cheerful  j  where  the  ox-driver  not-, 
withftanding  plays  on  his  bagpipe,  and  where 
the  jocund  youth,  with  fongs,  and  fprings, 
and  bounds,  leads  his  herd  of  goats  among  th(^ 
mount^ns^ 


LETTER    LXXXIV. 


T. 


Rcggio,  27th  May  1792, 

HOUGH  the  roads  were  difficult 
and  bad,  ftill  we  had  a  pleafant  ride  the  day 
before  yefterday,  on  the  25th,  from  Oppido 
to  Scylla.  The  paths,  which  lead  up  and  down 
the  mountains  and  through  the  fofefts,  are 
narrow  and  frequently  fteep ;  and  they  were 
rendered  very  flippery  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain. 
We  rode  through  forefts  of  oak,  the  trees 
of  which  even  in  Germany  would  be  called 
large,  and  fine.  After  the  rain,  the  atmofphere 
became  clear  and  the  earth  aromatic.  The  fea 
was  feen  from  the  heights,  with  the  Italian 

^n4 
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and  Sicilian  coafts,  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  the 
Taro,  or  ftraits,  between  Italy  and  Sicily; 
-which,  thus  viewed,  looked  like  a  bay* 

We  rode  along  the  zig-zag  way,  betweea 
fteep  fhores  with  hanging  fhrubs,  among 
which  were  the  vine,  and  the  ca&us  opuntia. 
This  remarkable  evergreen  plant,  with  its 
broad  leaver  forming  ample  bafkets,  is  now  in  ' 
bloom ;  and  bears  beautiful  flowers,  of  a  high 
'yellow  colour, 

Defcending  to  the  fea  fhore,  we  refted  fomc 
hours  at  the  little  town  of  Bagnara ;  whofe 
charming  fituation  is  increafed  by  the  high 
waterfalls,  that  embellifh  the  town  on  eacH 
fide. 

The  prefent  Bagnara  is  built  of  barracks, 
above  which  are  the  ruins  of  the  former  town, 
among  the  rocks;  which,  in  1783,  was  nearly 
deftroyed  by  the  earthquake. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  thecoaft, 
fometimes  on  the  Tandy  ftrand,  and  at  others 
among  fmall  rocky  paths  up  the  fteep  fides  of 
the  mountains,  till  we  came  to  Sciglto :  or 
Scylla. 

The  rock  immortalized  by  Homer,  on 
which  the  caftle  of  the  Prince  of  Scylla  is 

built, 
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built,  gave  the  town  its  name.  It  lies  in  part 
immediately  on  the  fliore;  but  the  greater 
part  is  above,  among  the  rocks.  The  ftreets 
are  narrow ;  and  nine  different  rows  of  houfes 
are  feen  (landing  immediately  one  above  the 
Other.  Over  the  higheft  of  thefe  ftfaight 
rows,  in  fomething  of  an  oblique  diredion, 
there  are  ftill  fix  or  feven  other  rows. 

A  waterfall  rufhes  from  the  rocks ;  and  this 
Cluverius  fuppofes  to  be  the  Cratais  of  Ho-^ 
mer :  the  fabulous  mother  of  Scylla. 

In  the  earthquake  of  1783,  fome  churches 
w^re  thrown  down,  and  others  were  damaged. 
The  houfes  were  mofl  of  them  fpared :  yet  this 
little  town  fuffered  a  great  lofs  of  inhabitants ; 
and,  Oppido  excepted,  the  greatefl:. 

Terrified  by  the  fhocks,  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants fled  to  the  fea  fhore.  The  Prince  of 
Scylla  alfo  left  his  high  caftle,  and  hoped,  not 
improbably,  to  find  greater  fafety  on  the 
ftrand :  but  fuddenly  a  vv  hole  mountain  of  the 
fouth  fhore  was  torn  up,  and  cafl  into,  the  fea. 
The  waves,  by  this  prodigious  force,  being 
driven  from  the  land,  returned  with  redoubled 
violence,  and  carried  away  with  them  fourteen 
Jiundred  ^nd  fifty  men,  Some  fought  ^^  ?fc?^pe 

in 
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in'  ttie  boats  th^t  were  on  the  ftrand  ;  but  botHr 
boats  and  men  wer^  borne  away,  and  neither 
body  nor  plank  wa&  evet  more  feen* 

It  was  thus  that  the  Prince  of  Scylla  pe- 
rM&ed ;  onfe  fifherboy  only  having  «fcaped 
Ttorti  his  boat.  This  boy  miift  havie  been  car^- 
Hed  away  by  a  high  wave ;  for  he  Was  found 
ftunried  dti  a  rocfc,  at  a  coniidcrabte  diftarice 
from  Scrylla,  which  rock  arid  Scylla  form  tcT- 
geflfier  a  fmalkbay.  ■     • 

So  great  was  the  poWer  of  the  waves  that 
they  fprilng  the  i)iont  vaultirig  of  ahoufe,  aild^ 
Tb{6  to  fuch.  a  height  that  2t  woman  was  throwrt 
through  a  window  into  the  third  ftbry  of  thi^' 
houfe.    Another*  woman  was  left  hanging  by 
h!er  bait  to  a  high  mulberry  tree,  and  was^ 
iavedi      A  whole  company   pfefervtd  their 
iives  irt  a  boat  that  was  moored  to  the  fhofe, 
send  the  cable  of  which  was  fufEciently  long 
to  r^ach  the  full  htjightt  of  the  wave. 

The  women  of  Oppido,  after  thd  earth- 
quake^ were  moft  of  them  barren  for  two* 
)^ars^    and,  when  they  afterward  brought  ^ 
forth  children,  the  greateft  number  of  them ^ 
diedi     In  Scylla,  2I' very  oppofite  efFeft  was 
i*roduc€kJ  by  this  di'eadful  vifitatioti  of -na-* 
ttirc.   Barrien  w^mettj  and  thofe  wfeo4iadf  left 
^  V6L.  IIL   •  Z  cf 
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off  child-bearing,  again,  became  fruitfuL 
Some  of  the  former  had  married  and  had  re- 
mained childlefs  till  they  were  nearer  ^e  age 
of  fifty  than  of  forty. 

The  opinion  of  thofe  who  think  that  earth- 
quakes may  be  afcribed  to  electrical  caufes 
appears  to  me  very  rational :  but,  as  I  am  no 
experimental   philofophcr,  my  authority  in 
favour  of  their  reafons  ought  to  have  little 
weight.     Some  of  them  are  founded  on  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  where  the  fhockstook  place; 
and  fome   of  the  learned  affert  that  thofe . 
mountains  which  contained  iron  were  fpared  t 
but  that  the  places  lying  between  fuch  moun- 
t^ns  were  dreadfully  vifited.     And  are  not 
fimilar  effedls  produced  in  little  by  lightning  ? 
Does  not  it  pafs  over  iron  cramps,  in  the 
walls,  or  chimnies,  without  injuring  them; 
while  it  rends  the  intervening  Walls  them- 
felves  ?     Does  not  this  account  for  the  whirl- 
ing motion  of  the  earth,  and  for  the  meeting 
of  the  fhocks  in  different  diredions,  if  you . 
admit  that ,  interrupted  veins  of  iron  in  the 
mountains,  may  prdduce  fuch  efFe£ts  ? 
,  IJow  fhall  we  account  for  the  efFeds  pro- , 
ducpd  upon  the  female  organs  without  the. 
aid  of  jekAricityf?>  ^  gJiaM  we  fay,  lih^t  the 

mere 
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mere  e£fe£t  of  fear  made  the  i^omen  of  Qp- 
|)icio  barren  two  years,  after  finding  them  iii  ^ 
healthy  ftate  ?  Are  there  no  terrors  of  an- 
bther  feitid  ?  Are  not  our  Women  likewife  fub- 
je<a  to  terror ;  and  are*  the  terrified  more, 
barren  than  the  courageous  ?  Was  it  terrdr 
i/v^hich  rendered  the  barren  women  of  Scylla 
fruitful  ?  It  is  kriowri  that  the  poWet  of  elec- 
tricity is  great  o^ef  the  animal  organs  j  al- 
though thefe  faflts  have  not  been  long  cftab- 
lilhed.  Let  it  be  granted  that  a  certain  quan- 
tity  of  this  pow6r  is  beneficial  to  the  female 
organs,  and  we  fliall  rio  longer  be  aftonifhed 
that  an  excefs  of  this  pdwer  fhould  be  inj^i- 
rioUs ;  and  the  ftiocks  at  Oppido  were  much 
more  violent  than  at  Scylla.* 

J  have  fince  been  iriformeid  that  the  barrel! 
women  bf  Meffina,  as  well  as  fbmfe  who  had 
left  oiSF  child -bearings  becamfe  fruitful  after  the 
fearthquake.  I  would  avoid  credulity;  but  I 
ifrould  equally  avoid  ari  opipofite  extefs; 
**Whbevef  dotibts  the  truth  df  thefe  fafts 
^  (lands  in  Coritradi^ion,  probably  iii  the 
"  fiipport  of  a  fyftera,Jt6  the  teftimony  of  three 
*'  towns*,'' 

,     .....'  .     ■  >  ■        .■'■    •,.-,  .The 

.  *  Thft  4ppeztaacK^  oi  fa6[«,  as  thd  9«ifiior-<<atls  them, 
inij  »U  be  teal ;  yet  the  dedti^ivAs^^Urifoidlded.  jiU&ii- 
'j-.:    '  Zi  '•'  city 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


543  TRAVELS  01? 

Me^-O^  jUeyTEIMCTa  O-^EiOl/;   XOlXoio  ^f3(/X99* 

Ae>^ivai  TE,  xyva$  te,  tcptt^  E(9ro^  /4f ^^^^  £^)l^c 

Homer,  Odyff.  xji.  73  —  97. 

Higli  in  iHe  air  the  rock  its  fummit  ftrouds 

In  brooding  tempefts,  and*  in  rolling  clouds ; 

Loud  ftreams  around  and  mifts  eternal  rife, 

Beat  it^  blcak.brqw  andr  intercept  the  ikies.  ;  ^ 

When  all  the  broad  expanfion,  bright  with  xlay. 

Glows  with  th'  autumnal  or  the  fummer  ray : 

The  fummtt.and.the  atttuinn  glowin  vain ;' 

The  fky  for  everlow'rs,  fof  eVer  cloud$^remain»  w 

Impervioust<^.the  ftep  bf  n>an  it  ftaftds^  v  t 

Tho'  boropby  twenty  feet,  tho?  arijiM  witt  twenty  b?nd^. 

Smooth  as  thp^pdUfli^of  the  itiiirrorYife  * 

The  flippery  fides,  ^hd  (boot  into  the  flcies. 

Full  in  the  centre  of  this  rock  difplay^d,  <  ^ 

A  yawning  cavern  cafts  a  dreadfu}  (hade  ;  '  *    ♦ . 

Nor  the  fleet  «rrow  f?-om  the  twanging  bpw, 

Bent  with  full  iorcc,  could  .reach  the  depth  below,"' 

Wide  to  the  weft\^  horjrid  gulph  extends,  ^ 

And  the  dire  pafTage  down  tg  hdl  defcends* 

O  fly  the  dreadful.^ght  1  expand  thy  fails, 

Ply  the  ftrong  oar,  and:  catch- the  nimble  gajes  f 

Here  ^cylla  bellows^  from  her  dire  abodes. 

Tremendous  peft  I.  abhorr'd  by  man  and-Godsl 

^  Hideous 
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Hideous  her  voices  and  with  Icfs  terrors  roar  ^ 
The  whelps  of  lions  in  'the  midnight  hour ! 
Twelve  feet  deform'd  and  foul  the  fiend  difpreads^ 
Six  horrid  necks  (he  rears,  and  fix  terrific  heads ! 
Her  jaws  grin  dreadful,  with  three  row*  of  teeth : 
Jaggy  they  (land,  the  gaping  den  of  death  !- 
Her  parts  obfceae  the  raging  billows  hide^ 
Her  bofora  terribly  o'eriooks  the  tide. 
When,  ftung  with  hunger,  (he  embroils  the  flood. 
The  fea-dog  and  the  dolphin  are  her  fqod : 
She  makes  the  huge  I^cviathan  her  prey,  . 
And  all  the  monfters  of  the  wat'ry  way. 
The  fwifteft  racer  of  the  azure  plain 
Here  fills  her  fails,  and  fpreads  her  oars  in  vain  : 
Fell  Scylla  rifes,  in  her  fury  roars. 
At  once  fix  mouths  expands,  at  once  fix  men  devours. 
:■'  ,  Pope, Od.  \L  xw.  87* 


The  poet,  defiroue  of  creating  a  bpld  ipable 

xjutof  thefe  rocks,  was  obliged  to  give  theipi 

,a  terri^c  form.     That  figurative  feafe  which 

he  has  fo  .frequently  eeaployed,  and  which  fp 

Jew  of  his  commefttatpra  have  undferftpod,  he* 

made  ufe  of  herej   tl>at  be  might  envelop 

his  obje^  in  ^clouds. 

Thi3  tQ&k  in  reality  is  not  fo  high  as  to  beJ 
covered  iw^ith  clouds  on  a  clear  dayj  but  its 
form  is^ftriking,  and  wfpires  terror,     At  pre- 
sent, the  rock  is  not  pointed,  for  a  caftle  has  .    , 
7)eep  built  upop  it ;  yet,  eyeijinow,  had  *  man 

Z  ^  twenty 
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twenty -Jiands  and  twenty  feet,  as  Homer  fays,' 
he  would  not  be  able  to  clitnb  it.  It  rifes  like 
a  round  tower ;  tliQ  breadth  of  which,  com- 
pared to  its  height,  may  juftify  the  epithet;  Re- 
formed ;^'and,  toward  the  fe^,  it  prcfents  a 
fliarp  three-forked  cliff.  In  this  cliff  we  f\nd 
the  three  rows  of  teeth  of  Homer. 

The  neighbouring  cliffs  too  prefented  thecDT 
felves  to  the  creative  fancy,  of  the  poef.    The 
fidionofthe  fea-dt)g,  the  dolphin^  and  the 
ftill   more  huge  monfters,  which  fhe  makes 
her  prey,  is  founded  "on  ^n  admirable  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  this  fea  j  for  it  j^boudd^ 
.  ian  dolphin^,  and  in  a  large  kind  of  fifh,  which 
the  Italians  ftill  call  cane  del  mare :  or  fea-dog, 
it  evei^^o^cafionally- happens,  of  wliich  tiiere 
•was  an  iriftance  fomc  years  ago,  thiit  a  kind  of 
•whale,   of  the  fpecies^ which  tfee  French  call 
cacbelot^  is  ftrand^  ^n  -t hefe  fh pres. 

Ther^  have  been  frequent  contefts^concer-n-! 
ing  Clmrybdi^;  whidh,  as  defcribed  by  Horrief^ 
is  no  longer  to  be  found.  H^  -could  «ot 
mear^  ibe  lower  rodks ;  for  his  d^fCTiptiori  ha^ 
placed  Charybdis  0ppofite  to  Seylla.  Thefe 
countries,  i  ever  ^^ifej^ft  ip  thq-griar^  pfeftfto- 
meua  (5f 'rtature,  'niay  hav^  fuffereid  great 
changes^  ftom  earthquakes.     Isittot-fevieriJehe 

opinion 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


4&pirri<>ft  of  Jevisml  .^maienlc^ed  i»i0to*ajf»tv^ 
rajifta  pr<)tejble,  lyhich  imaint^ins  tb^t  §icUf 
was  wdcntly  ;fepAr«tfi4  from  Italy  kj  :«» 
earthqiwlge?  ^  ,       ^ 

It  wfts  iiije  fuppditiaa  pf  Ouvemw:  f^,  . 

iccQriJbg  t^  the  Tj^a^eoi :  of  Moiaer^ '  wHkb 

places  GharyMts.  oppc^h?  ito  Scylla,  lit  oauft 

have  be#njjt:theprQnKmtQi7of  J^^i?^.;  ikm 

called  Capo  di  Faro:  but,  as  heicouldlnWfio4 

it  thcidb,:fkfc^  fi^p^fl  ithe  vv^hirlj^OQl,'  ^i£h  i$ 

\Qppof«(f  jtbe  UghtIiQiife.j3£  Mcffioa;.:!)?? jfeftije 

befitt  .<hieltriWfG3wirybdfcv  >atid  aecule^.^fifeiMir 

jof  an  erriPiri     Bat  how  «ap9^  hfjJ&Qt  to  fiad 

^tbie  f^l:!^ijklpool  t2£-Ht>inex,  which  i*<kilowft  , 

to   every  fifherman  jof  Scylla,  cf  (hpo  di 

Far6y2Lnd  of  Meffina^  aadforms  itfelf  between 

:  Cafio  W/  Sara  ^d  Scylla ?  1   The  currait  runs 

.fram  the  iiGrth.ie2Eft 'to  xhe  ftraits  ©fFa^o* 

There  is  a  regular  ^bb' and':flow  kaf  the. tide 

,  every  fiat  houra ;  and,  when  a  ihoiig  wind  fets 

in  to  op{>ofe  either  the  ebb  or.the  flp^ryra 

1/dxirlpool  ftiU  rifea  before  the  promontory^. 

This  ebb  and  flow  has  bpen  afcribed  by 

.  foi^ie  to  ^  fubterranean  paflage,  faid  to  cxift 

l>etween  Mount  -fljtna  and  tjie  iea.  ■    By  Arif-- 

Ip^ieit  is  afcribed,  Eke  other  ebbis  and  Jo^TO, 

to 
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to  the  influence  of  the  moon  ;  and  this  opi^  ^ 
nion  is  confirmed  bj  the  regularity  of  the 
fix-houc,  tide.     It  i^  certain  that^  in  the  time 
of  Homer,  the  tides,  which  are  common  to 

,but  few  places  of  the  Mediterranean,  were 
very  imperfedlly  imderftood.  He  therefore 
fays  that  three  times  ji  day  Charybdis  en- 
gulphed  the  waters,  and  three  times  a  day  vo- 
mited them  Bp  igairf. 

The  navigator  of  a  little  packet  boat,  if 
tinac<|Uainted  with  thefe  feas,  might  probably 

'meet  with  the  misfortune  againfl:  which  Circe 
cautions  Ulyflfes,  when  fhe  warns  him,  while 
avoiding  Scylla  and  her'projefliing  cliffs,  not 
to  approach  the  whirlpool  of  Charybdis, 

Seafaring  people  call  this  whirlpool  and 
that  near  Meffina  Galo/kro  :  they  likewife  call 
the  laft  La  Rema.  The^  vrordiGatqfaro  is 
doubtlefs  derived  from  the  Greek ;  and  com-- 
pounded  pf  the  Greek  words  calos^  beautiful, 
zxxA  pharos^  sl  light  houfe.  Both,  the  whirl- 
pools  have  light  houfes  j  one  of  which  flaiidJ^ 
facing  Meffina,  and  the  other  Ct^o  di  Faro. 
Early! in  the  morning,  before  we  left:  Scylla, 
we  ^were  invited,  by  .a  peffon  of  the  place,  to 

,  whom  we  had  brought  a  letter  from  Naples, 
to  come  on  the  fea  (hore  and  view  a  pefce  di 
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fpada^  ot  fwbrd  fifli,  which  had  been  caught 
in  a  net  during  the  night.  This  fifli  is  larger  ' 
than  a  man  ;  and  its  under  jaw  is  long,  hard^ 
^nd  pointed,  like  the  broad  point  of  a  lance: 
and  its  no  lefs  hard  upper  jaw  extends  the 
length  of  more  than  an  ell  and  a  quarfer,  like 
2l  broad  twa-edged  but  pointed  fword. 

This  fifh*  wages  remorfelefs  war  againft  an* 

other  kind  of  fifh,  called  the  cane  dd  mare ;  but 

which  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  fea 

'dog.     A  fword  fifh  and  a  cam  del  mare  wetc 

lafl  year  both  together  cafl  upon  the  fhore. 

'  The  former  had  run  the  latter  through  ^nd 

•through;  but  the  vidor  could  not  difengage 

^himfelf  from  the  vanquifhed,  and  with  him 

was  obliged  to  die.     The  fword  fkh  is  highly 

efteemed,  and 'we  thought  it  peculiarly  well 

iafled.  The  Calabrians  fifh  for  it  at  this  feafoa 

of  the  year,  and  take  great  delight  in  the  fport. 

Little  boats  put  to  fea,  and  a  man  is  ftationed 

either  on  fhore,  upon  a  rock  or  tower,  or 

upon  a  mafl,  where  he  watches  the  approach 

of  a  fword  fifli.     The  morh'ent  he  difcovefe 

one,  lie  waves  a  iiapkih  j  and  the  iifhermen 

row  toward  it,  arnved  with  hooked  lances.    If 

ihey  are  fortunate  enough  W  firike  it,  they 

J^eep  it  faft  by  ^  running  linei'which  is  tied  to 

■'"*'"  ,  ^'    •    '         '  ■'    '    the 
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the  hx^cci  ^^^U  ^laft,  the  fiih,  ^ter  much 
ftr^gUng  and  bleeding,  |s  brought  to  the  boat. 
We,  faw  a  man  Rationed  on  a  maft,  and  the 
•  jBfhermenv  in  their  boats  furroimding  him  full 
^  expe^a^ion. 
;  The  princes  of  Scylla  oblige  their  vaffals  to 
give  them  the  beft  inorfel  of  the  fword  fifh  ; 
,.ai;id  a  tenth  part  of  the  other  fifh  that  they 
;f^e.    Loud  complaints  of  this  have  long  been 
ijiade;  and  a  comcfiyfion  has  once  been  ap^ 
^^ntp4>  to  enquire  into  the  right  of  this  ex- 
.#ftiQn :  ^ut  it  iw^s  i^j^ffe^tual.     The-jH'efent 
;|>rince  cont^nji^^  to  cqmpej  the  poor  fifhcrm^n 
la^comply  with  his  demands  j  ajl^hou^,  occffc- 
fion^ly,  feveral  a^nifes  of  -tbiBr  kjad  have  beep 
ftboUlbed  by  thevJ^ii^g.  . 

J'he  fword  fiflijs^  fjfe]  of  p^fT^ge.    It  vifits 

jfhe  5X)flEft-of  Qa^rjain  Mg^y,,  June,^d  ia  part 

.©f  July  ;  and  afterward ,  th^  ;coaft  of  Sicily, 

Hffh^iQXhh:  W94c  .fif  catching, it  is  likewife; 

:t]|pr^aifed. 

We  got  UQder  fail  early  yefterday,  on  our 
:paflage  to  [lUggio  j  but,  as  we  were  fo  near 
^he  SicUiaQ  ptQfl^ontory,  wf  w?re  not  wil-e 
Jing  to  l^ave  jt  Hnyifi^^^*  3y  this  means  w^ 
|;»iped  time  ;r  for  it  woul4  have  coft  us  a  day 
io  have  perforHiai€4  |his  vifivfroio  M^flina. 
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The  jpromontory  of  Faro  ia  not  remarkable 
for  its  height ;  as  might  have  been  conjeftured 
from  its  Gfeek  name,  Pdorus :  or  prodigious : 
but  the  whole  lofty  range  of  mountains  to 
which  it  appertains  is  called  Peloris :  or  Pela^ 
rlas.      -       ' 

The  tale  that  Hannibal  named  this  promon* 
tory  after  his  pilot,  whom  he  killed  in  anger 
and  buried  there,  is  abfurd.  Not  to  mention 
how  ridiculous  it  is  to  fuppofe  that  Han- 
nibal, who  had  fo  long  lain  with  his  army 
in  Brutttumy  or  South  Calabria,  (hould  Jje  un- 
acquainted with  the  fliores  of  Sicily,  and  de- 
ceived by  appearances  fhonld  have  accufed  his 
pilot  of  fleering  him  back  to  Italy,  I  would 
alk  what  was  the  name  of  this  promontory 
before  that  period  ?  Is  it  probable  that  the 
Greeks,  who  had  lived  here  for  fome  centu- 
ries, and  in  confequence  of  its  three^promon- 
tories  had  called  the  ifland  Trinacria^  fhould 
have  left  this  promontory  without  a  name  I 
The  Greeks,  who  left  no  little  hill  unnarned, 
no  name  uncelebrated !  Did  they  leave  the 
whole  ridge  of  mouAtaiiis  called  Peteriis  un- 
named? And  was  th^  promontory  which  was 
One  of  the  three  principal  capes  ef^  SicHy  lift 
6  tjndiC- 
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uridiflinguiihedi  till  a  general  from  Carthage 
came  to  give  it  a  namef  \ 

.  We  vifited  tWo  fmall  lakes^  that  cfoiltaih  fait 
water  and  {hell  fifh,  and  that  have  a  fubter- . 
ranean  co.mmUillcatidn  with  the  fca.  The 
leaft  is  the  falteft,  and  produces  good  kitcheii 
fait*  Cluverius  fouqd  a  third,  which  is  like- 
wife  mentioned  by  ancient  writers  :  but-  it 
may  have  been  dried  up  fince  his  time ;  fbr^ 
when  I  enquired  after  it,  I  could  receive  nd 
fatisfa£lory  anfwer* 

As  the  wind  was  againft  us  on  our  paffage 
to  Reggio,  our  boatmen  rowed  to  a  cape  of 
Calabria,  which  is  called  Pczzo^irom  which 
the  boat  was  drawn  by  oxen.  We  wtnt  oti 
ihore,  and  vifii:ed  a  perfon  who^  at  the  expehce 
of  Government,  has  taught  the  people  of  Ca- 
labria, by  example j  to  rear  filk  vs^orms  after 
the  manner  of  Piedmont;  and  to  make  wine 
after  the  manner  of  the  Frendh;  Ignorant  as 
I  am  of  the  cultivation  of  filk,  I  can  fay  no- 
thing of  his  merit  in  this  undertaking;  The 
wine  is  better  than  the  common  wine  of 
Calabria  ;  although  the  vines  have  Only  htiti 
planted  fix  years,  aad  the  produce  of  older 
vinc^  W^iU  be  more  txcellenU  The  wine  ha^ 
:,     >  forh^ 
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f6m6  refemblanqe  to  that  kind  of  red  bur- 
gundy which  the  French  call  petit  Burgogne.  . 
The  place  where  this  perfon  lives  is  called 
Villa  diSan  Giovanni j  and  lies  oppofite  to  Mi- 
feno.  The  undertaking  has  been  begun  by 
him  and  his  three  brothers,  whofe  fiame  is, 
Caraccioh.  They  fcledl  the  beft  plants,  pluck 
the  berries  from  the  ftaik  for  the  wine  prefs, 
and  rejed  the  unripe  and  bad  grapes. 

Should  they  fucceed  in  improving  the,  cul- 
ture of  filk  and  the  making  of  wine,  they  will 
open  new  fources  of  wealth  to  a  country 
dready  favouYed  by  nature.  '  The  mildnefs-  of 
the  climate  and  goodnefs  of  the  foil  retider 
fbme  of  the  wines  of  this  province,  much  as 
the  culture  of  them  is  neglefted,  excellent: 
particularly  the  wine  oi  Gerace^  the  ancient 
Locri ;  and  other  places,  where  the  earth  h^ 
been  turned  up  by  the  earthquake.  Such 
kinds  are  called  Vino  del  Terremoto :  or  earth- 
quake wine. 

The  wine  which  is  called  red  Calabria  in 
Germany,  nay  in  Italy  itfelf  as  well  as  ifc 
Sicily,  is  the  produce  of  Syracufe.  ^  It  is  fo 
noble  a  liquor  that  I  hive  feen  it  tlrunk  iii 
Gerfnany  for  red  Cape  witie ;  nay^hd  that  of 
the  beft  kind,  called  Confktntia.  '  i  •  ^^  tv\.'  X 

The 
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Thei  afpedi  of  Faro,  or  the  ftfatts  t>ctwcijfl 
Sicily  and  Calabria,  is  certainly  one  of  thd 
fineft  in  the  world.  The  wind  had  clianged 
to  olic  advantage  while  we  had  knded  }  and^ 
lire)  failed,  with  i  fireih  gale,  between  the  loft/ 
ifaores^  of  Calabria  and  Sicily;  Betund  three: 
jddges  of  mountains^  cich  more  lofty  th^n  th^ 
Other^  we  law  jffitna  rife  in  the  clear  Wue  ho^ 
tizon;  and  the  ifl&nd  on  which  it  ftanda} 
extending  its  right  arol^  in  gentle  depllTities^ 
fbr  the  fpace  of  five  German  niiles,  as  far  a$ 
Catania^ 

The  ftraita  of  Faro  were  fbppQfejd  by  thef 
ancients  to  be  dangerous.  During  a  public 
lefiival  held  at  Rbegiumy  the  prefcrlt  Re^gioi 
the  people  of  MeflSnaoncefent  a  opmpanyof 
five-and-twiiity  dandng  youths,  with  their 
chief  dancer  and  a  flute  player,  who  all  pe* 
lifhed  here  on  their  paflage*  Paufanias,  who^ 
relaties  the  ftory^  lays  that  this  ftrait  is  mortf 
ftormy  than  all  the  fea  befidc.  Storms  blow- 
ing-^rom  either'  of  its  mouths  render  it 
^pifteroust  fo  thst  when  there  is  littlfe  wind 
the  waves  are  large^  and  thek  slgitatidn  isf 
gfeat.  The  exaggeration  of  this  d^fcriptioHt 
lN?05y^ld  aot  have  Ijieett  fo  very  evidentjii^  PajU-» 
fanias  had  not  adde^that  the  fea  ssnoiftfllti^d  afe 
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in  fucti  multitudes  that  the  air  is  filled  with 
their  ftench,  and  the  Ihipwtecked  can  find  nd 
fafety* 

Our  attentiori  was  fb  ixiuch  attracted  by  the 
fcontenipiation  of  the  fea,  and  its  two  fhores^ 
that  We  were  quite  furprifed  to  find  we  wer6 
Arrived  at  Reggid.  ^ 

The  ancient  Greek  name  of  this  place, 
Rbegiuniy  or  Rhegion^  Diodorus  informs  us 
was  derived  by  fome  from  the  Greek  word 
^Vyiyvxj}Ji\i  to  break  or  tear :  becaufe,  according 
to  ancient  tradition^  Sicily  was  torn  from 
Italy.  Some  fay  this  tearing  of  the  ifthmus 
%as  effeded  by  the  fea :  and  others  that  ^ 
fchange  fo  great  was  produced  by  an  earth- 
quake. , 

The  grand  revolutions  of  nature,  to  whidh 
thefe  countries  are  (till  fubjeft,  the  jagged 
forms  of  the  fhores,  and  the  moderri  erup-^ 
tions  of  the  volcahello,  one  of  the  fmall  Li- 
pari  iflandS)  all  appeair  to  favour  this  old  opi-: 
hidn;  Reggio  is  very  ancient ;  and  thofe 
ivhd  will  riot  triift  its  poetic  origin,  which 
attributes  it  td  yocajlrus^  the  fon  of  that 
.-/Eo/z/j*" who  reigned  in  Lipari  and  entertained 
tJlyflee  a  month,  rnuft   confide  in  hiftory : 

*  Pauf.  lib.  V.  c.  25. 
Vol.  lit*  '      A  a   .  which 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


354  TRAVELS  OF 

which  attributes  its  foundation  to  the  Cbai^ 
cidians^  who  came  from  Eubcea  *.  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  Rbegini  was  free,  ample,  and 
powerful :  but  it  had  fometimes  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  governed  by  tyrants.  This  city^ 
and  Meffina,  were  both  governed  by  Ana- 
xileos ;  who  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
76th  Olympiad,  475  years  before  the  birth 

ofChriftf- 

During  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  Rhe-^ 

glni  fufFered  much  from  their  neighbours,  the 
Epizephyrian  Locri;  and  were  diftradted  by 
internal  contentions  %.  They  were  fo  pow- 
erful, in  the  time  of  the  elder  Dionyfms, 
that,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  this  tyrant  de- 
manded a  daughter  of  the  city  :  but  the  Rbe^ 
gini  nobly  refufed  the  alliance,  in  a  general 
aflembly  of  the  people  §. 

*  Cluverius  is  of  this  opinion,  and  founds  it  oil  the 
teftimony  of  Strabb  and  Solinus  :  though  he  might  much 
more  probably  have  fupported  it  by  the  authority  of  Thu-t 
cydides,  who  exprefsly  fays  that  the  Rheg'wi  were  of  ChaU 
cidian  origin.  It  was  this  that  made  the  Athenians  hope 
they  fhould  find  afliftance  from  the  Leontlni :  whofe  an- 
ceftors  lifcewife  came  from  Chalets.    Thuc.  406,  ed.  Duk- 

•J-  Diod.  lib.  xi.  %  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  238. 

$  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  678,  ed,  WeflcL 

When 
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When  Pyrrhus  waged  war  with  the  Ro- 
inanS)  the  latter  fent  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Rhegium  :  but  the  foldiers  murdered 
the  citizens,  and  feized  oil  the  city.  After 
the  war  the  infurgents  were  taken  by  the 
Romans^  and  punifhed  with  death,  for  their 
cruelty  and  treachery *i 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  on  his  journey  to  Rome^ 
paflfed  through  this  city  f ;  the  fituation  of 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  that  I  have 
feen.  It  is  built  on  the  fliore  of  the  Faro, 
in  a  fruitful  valley,  with  its  b^^ck  tqward  the 
hills.  Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  coaft  of  Ca- 
labria as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Scylla,  and 
from  the  qppofite  high  (hore  of  the  Capo  di 
Faro  to  Mount  -£tna  j  an  objed  that  dignified 
the  profpedti 

Reggio  was  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  earth- 
quake of  1 783  :  but  a  great  part  of  it  has  been 
rebuilt,  and  the  ftreets  now  are  wide,  which 
formerly  were  narrow.  A  long  row  of  houfes, 
which  are  only  two  ftories  high,  have  been 
built  by  the  fea  fide  at  the  King's  expence 
on  the  plan  of  the  celebrated  Pallazata^  at 
Meffina. 

*  Liir.  Epit.  xii.  and  xr.  f  Ads  xxviii.  13^ 

Aa2  The 
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The  gardens  of  Reggio  are  very  extenfive, 
and  produce  more  fruit  of  the  varieties  of 
orange  and  lemon  than  any  other  part  of 
Italy.  All  thefe  different  kinds  of  fruit  are 
included,  by  the  Italians,  under  the  general 
name  of  ^grumi.  Dates  are  only  produced 
here,  and  in  fome  places  of  Sicily :  but  the 
trees  do  not  bear  every  year,  nor  is  theiruit  fo 
much  efteemed  as  the  dates  of  Africa,  and 
Afia.  A  palm  tree,  of  the  date-bearing  kind, 
in  the  court  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace  of 
Taranto  excepted,  I  have  no  where  in  Italy 
feen  this  tree  fo  large  as  at  Reggio.  It  has  a 
grand  appearance ;  and  the  conftant  ruftling 
of  its  leaves  is  charming.  New  twigs  an- 
nually grow  From  the  top,  which  bend  down- 
ward on  all  fides ;  while  annually  the  under 
branches  break  off,  and  leave  a  fcaly  mark 
behind.  From  thefe  fcales  the  age  of  the  tree 
may  be  known.  Some  Turks,  who  had 
vifited  Taranto,  eftimated  the  palm  tree  there 
to  be  four  hundred  yeats  old. 

The  mulberry  and  fig  ti'ces  of  Reggia  are 

very  large.    Either  I  miftake  or  I  have  fome- 

where  read  that  none  but  thefe  fig  trees  bear 

twice  a  year:  however  not  only  the  fig  trfees 

6  of 
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of  Reggio  but  of  Sicily  and  of  Naples  have 
this  virtue :  fome  mountaiaous  parts  ex* 
ccpted. 

The  firft  figs,  which  ripen  before  the 
middle  of  June,  are  called  ^ori  dt  Jtchi:  or 
flowers  of  figs.  They  are  far  preferable  to 
our  figs  ;  yet  not  fo  good  as  thofe  produced 
in  both  kingdoms  in  the  months  of  July,  Au- 
guft,  and  September.  They  are  fo  fucculent 
that  the  dripping  juice  hangs  in  pellucid 
drops,  while  the  fruit  is  on  the  tree  ;»reiem-^ 
bling  honey,  in  clearnefs,  colour^  and  fweet-* 
nefs.  ' 

The  Italians  have  a  bad  but  general  cuftom 
of  oiling  the  fig  on  the  tree^  that  it  may  ripen 
the  fooner.  They  pafs  a  drop  of  oil  through 
a  reed,  which  from  the  ftalk  defcends  to  the 
fig :  but  this  fruit  is  not  fo  healthy  as  that  in 
which  no  fuch  artifice  has  been  ufed. 

We  had  letters  to  fome  people  of  the  place, 
but  did  not  find  them  at  home  ;  and  I  have 
fihce  been  informed  that  it  is  cuftomary, 
among  the  people  of  Reggio,  to  be  denied  to 
travellers.  This  cuftom  is  the  lefs  to  their 
honour  becaufe  the  Calabrians,  of  all  the  other 
towns,  are  hofpitable  in  a  high  degree ;  and 
A  a  3  kindly 
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kindly  invite,  heartily  welcome,  and  gene^ 
roufly  entertain,  ftrangcrs  that  have  no  lettersj 
of  recommendation, 

I  would  very  willingly  have  made  a  trip 
from  Reggio  to  Gerace^  the  ancient  Locri ; 
but  I  learned  that  it  was  a  long  day's  journey 
by  land,  and  that  the  road  was  difficult,  and 
unpleafant ;  and  it  requires  much  time  to  go 
by  water  :  for  the  promontory  of  Sparttixento^ 
formerly  of  Hercules,  on  the  fouth-eaft  point 
of  Italy,  is  dreaded  by  feamen  becaufe  of  its 
boifterous  wfves,  and  can  only  be  pafled  when 
the  wind  is  favourable. 

LiOcrt  was  built  on  the  Capo  Burfano; 
which  was  formerly  called  the  promontory  of 
Zephyr lutn :  from  which  the  people  of  the  city 
acquired  the  name  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locri. 

The  Locri  Opuntii  *  founded  this  city  in  the 

♦  The  Locri  confided  of  four  tribes.  The  Locri  Oputftii 
lived  between  Phocis  and  Eubaea  :  The  Locri  Ozoitt  weft 
of  JPbocif  :  fo  that  this  trad  of  land  feparated  the  OpunUiy 
who  were  likcwife  called  the  Eaft  Locri,  from  the  Ozol^ 
or  Wejl  Locri.  The  Locri  Epicnemidii,  or  Hypocnemidii^ 
inhabited,  north  of  both  the  others,  the  mountain  cf  Cnemis. 
The  Epizephyrian  Locri  took  their  name  from  the  Z^- 
phyrian  promontory  in  Italy,  which  they  inhabited.  The 
epizephyrian  Locri  vreic  a  colony  of  the  Locri  Opuntii ;  whp 
^erc  fo  called  from  their  principal  city,  Opus. 

fecond 
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« 

fecond  year  of  the  24th  Olympiad,  at  the  time 
that  Tullus  Hoftilius  governed  in  Rome  *. 

The  Epifzephyrian  Locrt  were  famous  for 
the  laws  given  them  by  their  fellow-citizen, 
Zaleucus ;  who  was  a  fcholar  of  Pythagoras, 
and  whom  they  named  their  law-giver. 

According  to  fome  Zaleucus  was  of  noble 
birth  :  others  affirm  he  was  a  fhepherd,  and 
poetically  relate  that  he  was  inftru£ted  by 
Minerva.  In  oppofition  to  thefe,  fome  place 
the  time  in  which  he  lived  under  the  nine- 
and-twentieth''  Olympiad. 

It  is  well  proved,  however,  that  he  was  the 
firft  among  the  Greeks  who  gave  written 
laws  ;  and  his  code  was  chiefly  collcded  front 
the  laws  of  Minos,  of  Lycurgus,  and  the 
Athenian  Areopagus. 

Diodorus  infpires  us  with  a  very  high  idea 
of  the  wifdom  of  this  law-giver. 

"  In  the  preface  to  his  Code,  he  begins  with 
"  difcourfmg  on  the  Celeftial  Deities;  to  be- 
,**  lieve  in  whom  was  the  firft  duty  required  of 
**  a  good  citizen.  From  a  view  of  the  hea- 
^'  venly  bodies,  and  the  order  that  reigned 
^*  through  creation,  they  were  required  to  be- 
•*  lieve  that  the  world  was  not  the  work  of 

♦  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 

A  a  4  **  chance* 
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"  chance,  but  of  the  Gods.  They  werethere^ 
"  fore  to  honour  the  Gods,  as  the  authors  of 
^*  all  that  was  good  and  beautiful  among  man- 
"  kind.  They  were  to  keep  the  foul  pure 
*^  from  all  guilt :  for  the  Gods  did  not  de- 
"  light  in  the  facrifices  which  were  offered 
"  them  by  the  wicked,  however  coftly,  but 
*'  rather  in  the  juftjce  and  the  virtue  of  good 
'*  men. 

^  After  hayiiig  exhorted  the  citizens  to 
"  piety  and  jqftice  in  his  preface,  h-e  recom- 
"  mends   brotherly  love  ;  ai^d  taught  that  he 

fhould  always  confider  his  enemy  as  a  per- 
"  foti  with  whpm  it  was  poffible  he  might 
•*  bq  reconciled,  and  become  his  friend  :  and 
•*^  whoever  would  not  suO:  thus  muft  be  con-^ 
"  fidered  as  a  man  of  an  unfan£tified  and  fs^- 
*'  vage  foul. 

**  To  thofe  who  derived  power  from  their 
"  office  he  recommended  rigid  impartiality ; 
"  and  required  that  they  fliould  neither  b? 
"  infolent  nor  oppreffive. 

^'  Other  law-givers  punifhed  luxury  with 
"  fines ;  Zaleucus  in  a  more  underftanding 
^'  manner.  He  forbade^  any  woman  to  be 
\^  attended  by  more  than  one  f^^ftiale  flave, 
^*  unlefs  (he  h^ppen^d  tq  be  a  little  drunk. 
;-        '        ^     '  "She 
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*^  Sbe  muft  not  leave  the  city  by  night,  unkft 
^'  flie  went  to  comiiait  adultery :  nor  muft 
"  fhe  wear  golden  ornaments,  and  embroi- 
^*  dered  robe^,  unlefs  her  inclinations  were 
^'  unchafte.  In  like  n>anner,  lie  would  not 
'**  fuffer  the  men  to  wear  gold  rings,  or  fine 
^*  wool,  like  the  Milefians,  unlefs  they  were 
'^*  fornicators,  or  adulterers.  The  difgrace, 
^*  annexed  to  thefe  permitted  exceptions,  was 
/*  more  effedual  than  any  other  penalty. 

*'  His  laws  were  famous  f6r  their  cleamefe 
/.*  concerning  contrads,  and  perplexed  cafes**"    . 

Pardon  this  digreflion,  which  criticifm  may 
tell  me  is  blameable,  becaufe  I  have  not  been 
at  Gerace  ;  but  to  me  it  appears  interefting, 
particularly  in  the  prefent  age,  to  remark  how 
the  wifeft  of  the  ancient  lawgivers  founded 
law  upqn  religion.  How  great  too  were  their 
difficulties,  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Pagan  re- 
ligion, and  efpecially  of  the  Greeks :  the  Gck^ 
of  whom  affi3rded  them  examples  of  every 
vice.  What  muft  we  think  of  our  modern 
lawgivers,  who,  in  the  conflid:  of  opinions, 

♦  Pindar  fays  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locrl  that  Reflitudc 
irefided  among  them. 

'^fpi'fiWW.  PlNI>* 

>vl^ilc 
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while  they  heap  decree  upon  decree,  agree 
only  in  the  deftrudiion  of  the  true  and  holy 
religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

I  left  the  moft  beautiful  province  of  beau-» 
tiful  Italy  with  regret*  More  expofed  to  the 
all  vivifying  fun  than  their  countrymen,  the 
inhabitants  are  refrefhed  by  the  breezed  of  the 
two  feas,  are  fjiaded  by  their  high  mountains 
and  foreftsj  and  are  watered  by  numerous 
fpringsj  which  enliven  the  fields  and  clothe 
them  with  a  fhihing  and  ever  verdant  herbage. 
AH  that  the  other  parts  of  the  world  contain 
of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is  found  colleded 
in  Calabria.  Here  the  Indian  may  eat  his  date, 
and  the  Laplander  gratify  his  eye  with  the 
fnows  of  JEtna, 

The  Mediterranean,  the  coaft  of  Calabria, 
and  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  the  ftraits  of  Meffina 
here,  and  there  the  open  fea,  the  Lipari  iflands, 
t2Lch  rifing  like  an  individual  mountain,  and 
the  lofty  iEtna,  which  reigns  in  fearful  beauty, 
continually  attrafting  the  eye  back  to  Sicily 
and  rendering  Sicily  itfelf  infignificant,  all 
thefe  grand  obje<3:s,  combined  ^vith  the  vivi- 
fying charms  of  ever  blooming  nature,  nurfing 
man  in  her  lap  and  pouring  vppn  him  her 
innumerable  qharms,  filled  me  with  a  feafa- 

tioa 
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0on  which  makes  language,  when  attempting 
to  expref$  it,  blufti  at  its  own  infufficiency ; 
^  fenfation  which  will  fweeten  all  the  recol«r 
le£tions  and  aflbciations  of  life ;  and  which^ 
while  it  purifies  the  feelings  and  renders  thein 
facred,  expands  and  ennobles  my  exiftence ! 
Nor  was  it  deftroyed  ;  it  only  took  a  new  di- 
xedion,  at  the  thought  that  this  paradife  of 
frujts  and  flowers  was  the  arfenal  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Cajabria  is  the  focus  of  fubterrar 
nean  f^re ;  which  breathes  an^  exhales  through 
Vefuvius,  through  Stromboli,  and  through 
^tna. 

It  is  probable  that  there  are  few  fruits  ia 
the  known  earth  that  are  no?  found  in  the 
greateft  perfeftipn,  prodiicc4  by  this  friendly 
foiL 

Calabria  teems  under  a  fj^rtilizing  heaven* 
Earth,  fpa,  and  iky,  confpjre  to  crown  her: 
but  fhe  bears  a  giant  in  her  womb,  by  whofe 
ponvulfive  throe?  fhe  has  been  frequently 
jhaken.  ^hc  groans  while  fufiFering  under  the 
pangs  he  inflids ;  and  thefe  groans  make  the 
^xed  earth  tremble  froin  pole  to  pole ! 

So  be  it,  Happy  are  they  to  whoni  the 
yoice  of  the  jLord  is  welcpme,  though  it  ipeak 
in  thunder! 
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part  left  in  a  kind  of  twilight :  through  which, 
though  the  objedts  are  not  diftindly  feen, 
they  ftill  are  difcoverable.  Or  I  might  liken 
him  to  the  moon;  whofe  foft  beams,  fhed 
Over  mountains,  forefts,  and  feas,  pourtray 
their  grand  outline,  but  conceal  their  mafles 
in  fuch  a  filver  veil  that  an  unexercifod  eye 
difcovers  only  ftrange  incident,  terrifying 
phantom,  and  fupernatural  enchantment : 
while  a  more  experienced,  a  n^ore  penetrating 
mind>delight8  in  the  multiplied  forms,  and  in- 
dulges imagination  in  the  half  vifible,  half 
concealed,  gigantic  fpedres  that  dance  before 
It ;  yet,  though  amazed,  it  is  not  confounded, 
hut  can  reduce  the  yifioi^  to  cpngruityj  to 
order,  and  to  ufe, 

.  The 
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The  bold  fables  of  Homer,  concerning  the 
Cyclops,  favour  and  promote  a  tradition  which 
ceftainly  was  not  wholly  groundlefs.  That 
thefe  early  inhabitants  of  Sicily  were  giants  po 
«ian  can  pofitively  aflert,  or  deny.  As  little 
is  it  known  whether'they  were  the  firft  pol^ 
feflbrs  of  this  ifland,  or  whether  they  dtovt 
the  ancient  inhabitants  beyond  the  fea,  or  ob-' 
liged  them  to  retire  from  the  coaft  and  live 
among  the  mountains.  The  Cyclops  certainlly 
inhabited  the  weft  of  Sicily  :  but  to  what  ex- 
tent is  entirely  dubious.  From  Homer  we 
learn  that  they  bitterly  opprefledthe  Ph^eacts  : 
till  at  laft  the  latter  fled  from  theit  tyranny, 
under  the  conduct  of  Nauftthous\  the  father 
of  Alcinous^  who  entertained  Ulyfles  when  he 
landed  on  the  ifland  oi  Scheria^i  the  prefent 
Corfu.  - 

The  Ldejirygones^  according  to  Thueydides^- 
very  early  inhabited  Sicily:  but  this  ^g*t 
writer  acknowledges,  with  dignified  candour, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  place  from  which 
they  came,  or  of  the  people  from  whom  they* 
were  derived.  The  Lafirygones  of  Homer 
inhabited  Italy :  But  the  famef  people  may  a^ 
pr-obably  have  fettled  on  the.  continent  as  oa 

;       *  Od-b.vilv  *       '  ' 

the 
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the  ifland.  Thueydides  himfelf  fays  f,^*  Th(? 
•*-  Steam  maintained  themfclvcs  to  be  Jti^ 
•*  tocbtboHes  :  or  the  aborigines  of  the  country : 
*^  yet  they  v^ere  originally  ffom  Ibena^  or 
^^  Spain,  and  w6re  driveti  oirt  of  the  country^ 
**  to  the  river  Sicanus^  by  the  Liguri^ns/ 
The  Liguri^ns  lived  between  Piedmont  and 
Genoa.  From  the  Sicani  the  ifland  was  called 
Sicania.  Its  former  name  was  Trinatria; 
Homer  calls  it  Trinacia ;  and  probably  the 
Greeks  changed  the  name  to  Trinacria  be- 
cayfe  of  its  thred  prpmontories;  The  Sicani 
continued  to  inhabit  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland 
in  the  time  of  Thueydides ;  who  lived  about 
four  hundred  years  befofe  the  birth  of  Chrift* 
After  the  deftruftion  of  Troy,  fome  Trojans^ 
^fcaping  from  the  Greeks,  fled  to  Sicily,  landed 
near  the  Sicani^  and  were  called  Elymi :  or  He-^ 
lytni^  Thdr  towns  were  Erix  and  Egejia :  or 
Sfgffia:  for  both  names  are  found  in  books( 
and  on  coins.  Thueydides  and  Diodorus 
write  EgeJla.  At  the  fame  period,  the  Fh^ 
cenfes^  who  with  the  reft  of  the  Greeks  had 
been  at  the  taking  of  Troy^  fettled  in  Sicily: 
having  firft  been  driven  to  Africa,  by  a  ftorm.' 
Spme  tribes  had  already  fled  from  Italy  to  thif^ 

*  Lib.  vi.  ©w  2.  p.  378.  ed.  Dukw 

ilJa<id, 
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Ifland,  who  called  thcmfdvcs  Siculi.  Thucy-^ 
dides  fays  that  there  were  Siculi  in  Italy  in  his 
time:  but  the  aflertion  of  Diodorus,  that  this 
nation  with  its  whole  power,  iroLvS'nfjieiy  with- 
drew to  Sicily,  appears  to  me  more  probable  j 
at  baft  I  do  not  remember  to  have  found  any 
later  mention  of  the  Siculi  in  Italy  among  an* 
cient  writers,  Thucydides  excepted  j  who  was 
not  perfectly  well  informed  refpefting  the 
ancient  tribes  of  Italy. 

After  the  Cyclops,  the  Lcejlrygones^  and  the 
Pbaaces^  the  Sicani  were  the  firft  people 
known  in  Sicily:  a  part  of  which  they  pot 
fefTed  while  the  other  three  tribes  lived  on  the 
ifland ;  and  the  Siculi^  when  they  came  here?, 
found  it  inhabited  by  all  thefe  different 
people* 

^  The  fear  of  pirates,  a  fear  which  has  tort 
mented  thefe  iflanders  for  about  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  years,  and  which  ftill  tor- 
ments them,  induced  the  Sicani  at  firft  to  live 
in  villages,  x.eofjLYiS'ovj  and  build  on  ftrong  hills. 
Each  of  thefe  divifions  had  its  own  prince. 
At  firft,  Diodorus  fays  *,  they  fpread  them- 
felves  over  the  whole  ifland  :  but,  as  Mount 
Jitna  caufed  much  devaftation,  they  forfo9k 

*  Vol.  i.  lib.  V.  p.  334. 

th^ 
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the  eaft   fide,    and    withdrew   to  the  weft; 

Marty  generations  afterward,  the  Sictdi  camd 

from  Italy,  arid  took  pofleflion   of- the  knds^ 

which  the  Sicani  had  {pft :  but,  as  they  con-^ 

tinued  to  exteitd  themfelves  and  the  frontiers 

of  each  were  ravaged,^  frequent  wars  arofe 

between  them ;  till  the  two  people  concluded 

a  treaty,  by  which  their  refpedlive  boundaries 

were  fettled.     In  later  times,  Greek  colonies 

arrived,  and  built  cities  on  the  fea  coaft;    hx^ 

tercourfe  occafioned  the  Greek  manners  and 

language  finally  to  prevail;  and  the  people 

were  then  called  Sicilians*.      Thde   Greek 

colonies  I  fhall  occafionally  mentioHi 

Thucydides  tells   us  that  the  Phoenicians 

likewife  had  fcattered  fettlements  over  all  Si* 

cily;  and  that  they  preferred   the  prpraon* 

tories,  and  fmall  neighbouring  itlands,  as  the 

beft  adapted  for  their  trade  with  the  Sicidii 

After 

**  The  S/Vf///,  S^«£Xd(,  by  accurate  writers,  are  not  con- 
founded with  the  Sicilians^  tifetT^turai ;  wllich  laift  epithet 
sa  -only  applied  to  the  Greeks,  who  inhabited  Sicily. 
Thoir  c:o<onies,  of  which  Diodorus  fpeaks  above,  arriviCd 
many  centuries,  fix  or  feVen  at  the  leaft,  after  the  arrivat 
of  the  Siculi  in  the  ifland.  Naxus,  the  firft  of  thefe  colo-' 
nies,  was  inhabited  by  the  Greeks  feven  hundred  amf 
thirty -three  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift :  as  was  Sy- 
racufe  the  following  year.  The  more  ancient  Greeksy 
•  wha 
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After  the  arrival  of  numerous  Oreek  coloriles^ 
the  Phcenidatis  abanddded  moft  of  their  fet- 
tlements^  and  retired  to  Motya^  Soloris^  ot 
Solui^  the  prefent  SolaMo^  and  to  Panormus^ 
the  modern  Palermo^  nt^x  the  Elymi;  de- 
pending iipbn  their  alliance  with  this  people^ 
and  their  vicinity  to  Carthage :  becaufe  this 
city  wais  a  Phoenician  colon^;  and  oh  the 
Elymi  no  doubt  becaufe  they  were  Trojans 
by  defcent,  and  confidered  as  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  the  Greeks* 

When  the  Carthaginians  were  iri  poffeflion 
of  large  tra£ks  of  the  north  and  weft  parts  of 
Sicily^  theif  three  principal  places  were  Motya^ 
Soloris^  and  Panormus.  Probably  they  were 
ceded  to  them  by  the  Tyriansy  in  confequence 
of  advantageous  commercial  (Hpulattons :  for 
commerce  was  the  delight  of  the  latter;  while 
the  Carthaginians  delighted  to  govern,  as  well 

who  fettled  in  Sicily  after  the  Trojan  War,  arc  not  Under- 
ftood  by  ancient  Writers,  when  they  fpcak  of  Greek  colo- 
nies, or  Sicilians.  From  the  Siculi^  the  ifland  took  and 
maintained  the  name  of  Sicilia  among^  the  Romans,  or 
Sikelia  among  the  Greeks.  We  (hould  no  more  confound 
theSiculi  with  the  Sicilians  than  the  Italiy  ItoAoj,  with  the 
Italians:  Uti^^onai.  The  firft  were  the  natives  of  the 
country,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Barbarians  ;  while  their 
epithet  for  their  own  colooies  in  Italy  was  Italians. 

.   Vol.  III.  Bb  as 
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as  to  trade.  It  is  certain  that  the  PlioeniciaitS 
were  not  expelled  by  th6  power  of  the  Car- 
thaginians ;  becaufe  thefe  towns  remained  in 
friendly  alliance  with  their  parent  city,  Tyre. 

By  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  Carthaginians 
were  deprived  of  their  territories  in  Sicily  j 
and  by  the  fecond  they  likewife  loft  Syra- 
cufe:  trom  which  period  the  whole  ifland  be- 
came a  Roman  province. 

On  the  partition  of  the  Roman  empire, 
Sicily  became  fubjett  to  the  Emperors  of  the 
Eaft.  The  ifland  was  conquered  by  Genferick, 
King  of  the  Vandals  ;  and  recovered  by  Beli- 
farius,  for  Juftinian.  Before  the  middle  of  the 
ninth  century,  it  was  feized  on  by  the  Sara- 
cens; who,  two  hundred  and  twenty-^ve 
years  afterward,  in  the  year  1070,  were  ex- 
pelled by  the  leaders  of  the  Normans,  the  two 
brothers,  Robert  Guifcard  and  Roger:  of 
Ruggiero.  Roger  the  Second,  in  the  year 
1 1  30,  took  the  title  of  King;  and  reigned 
ever  Sicily,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 
Conftantia,  the  daughter  of  William  the  Firft, 
brought  it  as  a  bridal  portion  to  the  German 
Etnperor,  Henry  the  Sixth.  From  them  it 
devolved  on  their  fon,  Frederick ;  who,  among 
our  Emperors,  is  known  as   Frederick  the 

Secofid* 
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Second.    It  was  thus  that  Sicily  was  inherited 
by  the  houfe  of  Swabia. 

After  the  death  of  Conrad  the  Fourth,  who 
was  the  foa  of  Frederick,  Manfred,  Frcde- 
tick's  natural  fon,  feized  on  the  two  kingdoms; 
and  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth^  and  after  him 
Clement  the  Fourth,  conferred  both  the 
crowns  on  Charles,  of  Anjou,  brother  of  the 
French  King,  Lewis  the  Ninth.  Charles 
rendered  himfelf  odious,  and  the  people  in- 
vited Conrad,  whom  the  Italians  call  Corra- 
dinby  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  Cotirad  the 
Fourth,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  throne  of  his 
fathers ;  and  Conrad  was  killed  by  Charles  at 
Taglia  co%%o )  a  little  town  in  the  province  of 
Abru%%a  oltra.  Frederick  of  Auftria,  his 
friend  and  coufin^  was  imprifoned  *.  Con- 
radin  had  fled,  difguifed  as  a  follower  of  the 
camp,  to  Aftura ;  where  he  went  on  board  a 
boat,  and  promifed  the  boatman  his  ring,  be- 
caufe  he  had  no  money,  if  he  would  bring 
him  to  Pifa.  This  ring,  with  the  noble  ap- 
pearance and  youthful  beauty  of  Conradin, 
made  him  remarked  by  the  maa ;  who  be- 
trayed him  to  Charles,  by  whom  he  was  fe'nt 
to  Naples,  and  wha,  with  the  confent  of  the 

*  Fazello. 
B  b  2  Pope     ^ 
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Pope,  condemned  Conradin  and  Frederick  of 
Auftria  to  des^th.  Frederic  was  firft  beheaded ; 
and  Conradin,  taking  the  head  from  the 
ground,  affedionately  kiffed  it,  and  followed 
his  friend.  Charles  and  his  Holinefs  were 
playing  at  chefs,  when  the  news  of  the  exe- 
cution was  brought  them,  and  finiftied  their 
game  undifturbed. 

The  mother  of  Conradin  was  on  boatd  a 
veflel,  lying  at  the  ifland  of  Capri,  when  her 
fon  was  condemned.  She  fet  fail  to  purchafe 
his  pardon,  landed  at  Naples,  and  heard  of  his 
death. 

Charles  governed  with  defpotic  caprice ;  and 
the  French,  with  whom  he  inundated  the 
country,  committed  every  crime  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  oppreflion,  and  cruelty,  John  of 
Procida,  a  man  of  an  enterprifmg  fpirit,  who 
had  been  grofsly  injured  by  the  French  in  the 
perfon  of  his  wife,  made  himfelf  the  chief  of 
a  confpiracy*  He  travelled,  difguifed  like  a 
monk,  to  Conftantinople,  to  the  Greek  Em- 
peror, Michael  Paleologus,  to  Pope  Nicholas 
the  Third,  and  to  Peter  King  of  Arragon,  to 
whom  the  confpirators  offered  the  crown  of 
Sicily.  Peter  was  allied  to  the  houfe  of 
Swabia,  by  his  marriage  with  Conftantia,  who 

was 
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was  the  daughter  of  Manfred,  and  who  day 
and  night  excited  him  to  revenge  the  wrongs 
committed  on  the  race  of  Hohenjiaufen.  Mi- 
chael Paleologus  and  the  Pope,  who  both  hated 
Charles  of  Anjou,  gave  ear  to  Procida,  and 
promifed  to  favour  Peter. 

John  made  feveral  journeys,  always  under 
the  fame  difguife,  from  one  ©f  thefe  Princes 
to  the  other:  but  the  death  of  the  Pope  and 
the  eledion  of  Martin  the  Fourth,  who  was 
ftrongly  in  favour  of  the  French,  appeared  to 
render  the  execution  of  the  plan  impoflible. 
Peter  however  armed,  and  anfwered  the 
nuncio  of  the  Pope,  who  queftioned  him  on  - 
the  fubjedl,  "I  ^yould  burn  my  Ihirt,  if  it 
"  knew  my  fecrets." 

Procida,  in  the  mean  while,  engaged  the 
grandees  of  Sicily  in  this  dreadful  confpiracy; 
and,  on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  yeAr 
1282,  which  happened  on  the  30th  of  March, 
while  the  bell  was  tolling  to  vefpers,  the 
French  were  all  murdered. 

This  day  is  an  everlafting  (lain  to  both  na- 
tions. It  is  true  that  the  French  had  rendered 
themfelves  detefted  :  but  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  maflacred,  fparing  neither  fex  nor 
age,  was  no  lefs  hateful  than  were  the  crimes 
they  h4d  committed, 

B  b  3  Fazello^ 
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Fazello,  a  good  Sicilian  hiftorian  of  the  CiK^ 
teenth  century,  from  whom  I  have  extradted 
thefe  particulars,  adds  that  he  had  followed 
the  common  opinion  in  his  narrative :  but 
that,  according  to  other  accounts,  which  he 
had  difcovered  in  various  annals  and  royal 
documents,  this'  fanguinafy  bufmefs  was  not 
the  confequence  of  a  long  confpiracy,  but 
apparently  the  work  of  chance.  Several 
of  the  people  of  Palermo,  on  the  third 
day  of  Eafter,  as  they  were  going  to  a 
church  near  the  town,  were  attacked  by  the 
French;  who  fearched  the  clothes  of  men 
and  women,  on  the  pretence  of  their  having 
arms  concealed.  The  French  on  this  occafion 
indulged  themfelves  in  vile  exceffes,  commit- 
ted on  the  women  and  young  virgins ;  and 
one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Drofetto^  having 
thruft  his  hand  into  the  bofom  of  a  noble 
matron,  was  ftoned  by  the  already  highly  en- 
raged people  of  Palermo,  whofe  concourfe  was 
great.  The  rage  of  the  people  continued  and 
increafed,  till  the  French  were  entirely  exter- 
minated: firft  in  Palermo,  and  afterward 
through  the  whole  ifland. 

If  this  account  be  true,  and  it  is  faid  to  be 
founded  on  good  authority,  John  of  Procida 
may  then  be  reckoned  among  thof^  gr^at  m?n 

who 
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who  have  freed  their  country  frdm  the  yoke' 
of  foreign  defpotifm :  but,  if  he  had  any  part 
in  a  maffacre  which  fpared  neither  fex  nor 
age,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  his  great  qua- 
lities were  fullied  by  the  word  of  crimes. 

Peter  of  Arragon  became  King  of  Sicily  ;* 
and,  when  Johanna  the  Second,  Queen  of 
Naples,  in  the  year  1420,  adopted  Alphonfus 
the  Fifth  King  of  Arragon,  Sicily  was  again 
in  his  perfon  united  to  Naples.  But,  as  tfce 
houfe  of  Anjou  made  new  pretenfions,  Jo- 
hanna, being  diflatisfied  with  Alphonfus, 
adopted  Lewis  of  Anjou  in  his  ftead ;  and, 
at  her  death,  bequeathed  the  crown  to  his 
brother,  Renatus  of  Anjou. 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  remained  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  till,  at  the  end  of 
tHe  fifteenth  century,  after  the  death  of  Fe  - 
dinand  the  Second,  his  paterndl  uncle,  Frede- 
rick of  Arragon  was  robbed  of  the  crown  by. 
Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  King  of  Spain,  and 
Lewis  the  Twelfth,  Kin^  of  France.  The 
monarchs  divided  the^  two  kingdoms ;  but 
Fierdinand  foon  acquired  the  fdvereignty  both 
of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

From  this  time,  thefe  countries  remained 

above  two  hundred  years  under  the  dominion 

Bb4  of 
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of  Sp^in ;  till^  during  the  war  of  the  fuccef-r 
fion,  in  the  year  1 707,  an  Imperial  army  feize4 
on  the  kingdom  of  NapIeSi  in  the  ns^me  of 
King  Charles  the  Third)  who  afterwjurd  b?-- 
pame  Emperor,  under  tl^e  tit|e  of  Charles  the 
Sixth. 

At  the  peace  of  1713,  Sicily  waa  ceded  by 
Franpe  to  Vi£lor  Amadeus  the  Second,  Puke 
of  Savoy:  by  whom  it  was  l^eld  till  the  year 
1718  ;  when  he  refigned  it  ;o  the  Emperor^ 
Charles  the  Sixth,  in  exchange  for  S?Lr4iai?^ 
paring  the  five  ye?irs  that  it  w^is  ynder  the 
government  of  Savoy,  Sicily  wj^s  providecj 
with  many  wife  laws,  and  ndjjlc  inftitutions. 

In  the  year  1 734,  Don  Carlos;  Infant  of 
Spain,  became  pofrelTed  of  both  kingdoms,  in 
confequence  of  the  battle  of  Bitonto;  and 
two  years  afterward  they  were  ceded  to  him 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  by  the  Emperor. 

In  the  year  1759,  Don  Carlos  declared  bis 
fon,  Ferdinand  the  Fourth,  King  of  Naples 
and  Sicily:  he  having  hiinfelf  fucceeded  to 
the  throne  of  Spain.  Ferdinand,  who  is  the 
prefent  King,  acceded,  to  the  government  in 
ihe  year  1 76.2.  The  memory  of  Don  Carlog 
is  revered  in  both  kingdom?.;  and  a  traveller 
^very  where  finds  proofs  of  his  wife  precaur 
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tions,  in  behalf  of  the  fafety,  convenience,  and 
profperity,  of  the  people. 

A  complete  hiftory  of  Sicily  is  no  part  of 
my  plan ;  but,  ap  it  appears  to  me  that  a  brief 
account  of  the  in4ividual  towns  of  an  ifland, 
which  has  been  the  theatre  of  fo  many  events, 
might  be  ufeful,  I  imagine  that  an  abftradJ:  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  covjntry  wiU  not  be  thought 
fuperfluous. 

On  the  27th,  we  fet  fail  from  Reggio  to 
Meffina*     The  fituation  of  this  town  is  uni- 
verfally  and  juftly  celebrated  for  its  beauty. 
It  is  built  facing  the  bay,  and  is  covered  by 
mountains;   the   intermingling   heights  and 
depths  of  which  afford  traces  that  appear  to 
denote  great  conyulfions.     The  bay,  extend- 
ing to  the  right,  from  fouth  fouth-weft  to 
north   north-eaft,  is  in  the  fhape  qf  a  fickle, 
and   the   cape  curves  in  fiich  a  manner  as 
almoft  to  enclqfe  the  haven.     On  th6  point 
of  this  cape  there  is  a  hi^h  lighthoufe.     Dio-- 
dorus  mentions  a  tradition,  according  to  which 
the  fabulous  Orion,  at  the  requeft  of  Zanclus, 
an  ancient  king  of  thi?  place,  is  faid  to  have 
formed  the  haven  by  throwing  up  a  dam  *• 
Whether   it  be,    as   Diqdorus   fays,   that 

f  Diod,  voL  i.  lib.  iv.  p.  ^27. 
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Meffina  in  early  ages  was  called  Zanclcy 
after  this  King,  or  as  THucydides  aflferts,  after 
the  word  Zanclon^  which  in  the  language  of 
the  Sicidi  was  the  name  of  a  fickk,  in  either 
cafe  the  antiquity  of  the  town  is  proved. 

According  to  Thucydides,  its  firft  Greek* 
pofleflbrs  were  pirates,  fronr  Gnma  in  Cam" 
pama ;  the  inhabitants '  of  wrhich  originally 
came  from  Cbakis/in  Euba^a.  Its-  territories 
were  afterward  polTefFed  by  the  Chalcidenfes, 
and  other  people  of  Euboea,  Thefe  were  ba- 
nifhed  by  the  Samii^  and  otlier  lonians ;  who, 
flying  before  the  Perfians,  landed  in  Sicily  *. 
'  Herodotus  relates  this  ftory  with  circum- 
ftances  that  may  ferve  to  throw  a  light  over 
ages  which  we,  from  our  love  for  the  an- 
cients, are  prone  to  rate  too  highly. 

"  When  Darhis,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,' 
^  wifhed  to  fubdue  the  iflands  of  Greece,  and 
^  the  people  of  Samos  l^w  that  they  could  not 
**  refift  his  power,  they  determined  to  leave 
^  their  country.  '  Aboilt  this  time  the  people 
^  of  Zancle  fent  ambaflfadors  to  the  people 
"  of  lonia^  inviting  them  to  found  an  Ionian 
^*  town  on  their  charming  fhores.  Thefe 
"  charming  liiores,  as  the/ were  called,  T^e- 

*  Thiic.  p.  38o» 
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^^^  longed  to  the  Sicidi ;  knd  lay  on  that  part 
*'  of  the  ifland  which  was  facing  the  TyrrhC'^ 
^*  "nian  fea*.  " 

"  iThe  5^;7?/f  were  properly  lonians;  and. 
**  being  joined  by  thfe  MiTeftl^  Who  efeaped 
^*  frofii  Miletus  aftei'it  had  been  deftroyed  by 
*'  the  Perfians,  accepting  the  invitation,  failed 
*^'for  Sicilyi  When  they  had  arrived  in  the 
"  country  of  the  Ephcphyriah  Lotri^  at  the 
^*  time  tWat  the  people  of  Zancle,  led  by  their 
*^  King  Scythes,  were  befieging  a  city  o^*  the 
*^  Siculi,  which  they  intended  to  deftroy,  the 
*^  Samii  were  perfuaded,  by  Anaxileus  the 
^'  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  who  was  the  enemy  of 
*^  Zande,  to  think  no  more  of  the  charming 
^*  fhores^,  but  to  felze  upbn  Zanclte^  now  that 
^'  the  men  w^re  abfeM:  arid  the  Samir  fol- 
^^  lowed  his  advice, 

*'  As:  foon  k%  the  people  of  Zancle  heard^ 
^^  that  their  C4tywa«  thus  poffeired,  they  haft- 
^^  ened  to  require  aid  of  Hippocrates,  the  ty- 
'^  rant  of  Geia;  who  took  Scythes,  the  ruler 
*'  of  2iancle,  and  his  brother,  Pythogenes,  put 
**  thenv  in  fetters, -and  lent  them  both  to  the 
*'  city  of  Inycum.  The  reft  of  the  citizens  of 
^'  Zancle  he  betrayed  to  the  Samii ;  for  which 

f  Toward  the  north,  between  Meflina  and  Palermo. 

"he 
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^*  he  had  the  half  of  the  flaves,  the  chattels  of 
^*  the  city,  and  like  wife  thofe  of  the  territory* 
"  Moft  of  the  people  of  Zancle  he  kept  as 
"  flaves ;  biit  furrendered  three  hundred  of  the 
**  chief  of  them  to  the  Samii,  to  be  ftrangled : 
"  which  cruelty  the  Samii  forbore  to  perpe- 
''  trate*;* 

According  to  Thucydides,  the  Samii  were 
expelled  by  Anaxileus ;  but  this  does  not  con- 
tradidl  the  account  of  Herodotus.  The  com- 
pacts of  the  wicked  have  no  bond,  but  their 
common  intereft, 

Thucydides  adds  that,  after  Anax;ileu6  had 
driven  out  the  Samii,  he  called  the  city  Mef- 
fma:  becaufe  he  came  from  the  country  of 
Mejfenta^  in  Peloponnefusf,  Anaxileus  died 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  76th  Olympiad,  475 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  continuing  till 
death  the  tyrant  of  Rhegiun*  and  Zancle. 
Mycithus,  the  tutor  of  his  children,  honoura- 
bly governed  in  their  name  2  but  the  fqns  of 
Anaxileus,  when  they  fucceeded  to  the  go- 
vernment themfelves,  v/ere  expelled  by  the 
people  of  Zancle  and  Hhegium,  who  both 
aflerted  their  freedom^, 

♦  Herod,  lib.  vi.no.  22,  23.       f  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  pr  380. 
X  Diad.  vol.  i.  p,  440,  454,  4<Ji,  ' 
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Juft  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  party 
in  the  divided  Meffina  called  in  the  Locri ; 
who  continued  for  fome  time  in  poffeffion  of 
the  city,  but  were  afterward  expelled. 

Under  the  elder  Dionyfius,  Meffina  was 
taken  and  deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians; 
and  again  re-peopled  by  Dionyfius,  It  then 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  two  tyrants; 
Hipparcus,  and  Hippo.  Timoleon  the  Co- 
rinthian, who  was  always  viftorious  and 
always  the  vidlor  of  freedom,  beftowed  the 
bleffings  of  liberty  on  Meffina.  It  was  like- 
wife  difturbed  by  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of ' 
Sicily ;  and  was  afterward  conquered  by  the 
people  of  Campania,  from  Mamertum,  and 
many  of  the  citizens  were  maffacred.  The 
Carthaginians  and  Hiero  the  Second,  King  of 
Syracufe,  marched  againft  the  afTailants  ;  and 
the  people  of  Mamertum  afked  and,  to  the 
eternal  ftiame  of  Rome,  obtained  aid  of  the 
Romans,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  firft 
Punic  war. 

Under  the  Roman  dominion,  Meffina  long 
enjoyed  peace.  The  rapacious  Prastor,  Verres, 
fpared  this  city ;  which  difgraced  itfelf  by  fur- 
nifhing  him  with  a  fhip,  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  the  wealth  he  had  acquired  by  plunder. 
I  In 
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la  the  war  betweeil  Odavianus  and^  SextUs 
Pbmpeius,  Meflina  took  part  with  the  latter. 

It  Was  not  till  two  hundred  years  *  after  the 
Saracens  had  been  poffefled  of  Sicily  that  they 
could  gain  poflellion  of  this  place ;  into  which 
they  carried  fire  and  fword,  and  where  they 
only  remained  two  years.  The  nobles  'of 
Meflina  invited  the  Norman  chiefs,  who  drove 
the  Saracens  out  of  Sicily.  In  the  year  1060^ 
Meflina  was  taken  by  Roger,  Count  of  Cala- 
bria ;  who,  after  the  conqiiefl:  of  the  ifland, 
called  himfelf  Count  of  Calabria  and  Sicily. 

After  the  Sicilian  vefpers,  MeflSna  once 
more  endured  a  fevere  fiege  from  Charles  of 
Anjou.  Young  and  old,  layman  and  prieft, 
united  to  oppofe  this  enemy ;  by  whofe  pride 
they  had  been  oppreflTed,  and  whofe  enflamed 
rage  they  dreaded.  The  noble  matrons 
afforded  an  example  to  the  women,  took  part 
in  defence  of  their  country,  and,  difagreeable 
as  it  may  be  to  fee  this  gentle  fex  forgetful  of 
their  fine  fenfations,  and  neglecting  their 
houfehold  duties,  regardlefs  of  fear  or  fliame 
to  mingle  thus  among  contending  multitudes, 
yet,  in  this  cafe,  they  mufl  not  be  fo  con-^ 
demned  :  for  there  was  no  injury,  no  difgrace, 

*  FazcUo  :  the  end  of  the  fixth  book. 
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which  they  might  not  juftly  dread  from  a 
cruel  and  licentious  foe,  whofe  lafcivioufe 
excefs  would  have  been  exercifed  upon  them 
and  their  children.  They  fupplied  their  huf-- 
bands,  fathers,  brothers,  and  fons,  with  arm« 
and  ftones ;  carried  them  rcfrefhing  beverage, 
and  prefented  the  infants  at  their  bofom,  ex* 
horting  them  to  pity  and  proted;  the  helpleft 
and  the  innocent.  The  citizens  heard,  and 
eourageoufly  defended  themfdves,  till  Peter  of 
Arragon  came  to  their  relief  *. 

The  King«  of  Arragon  were  as  kind  to 
Meffina  as  were  the  Kings  of  the  Norman 
race  J.  by  whom  it  had  been  efpecially  fa- 
voured. In  the  year  1673,  when  Charles 
the  Second  governed,  Mefl^na  was  difturbed 
by  fadions ;  one  of  which  was  fo  mad  as  to 
betray  the  town  to  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  by 
whom  however  it  could  not  be  maintained. 

It  was  feyerely  chaftifed  by  Spain.  The 
King  deprived  it  of  its  privileges,  and  the 
council  of  its  former  authority.  The  city  fell* 
to  decay ;  but  it  once  more  recovered  under^ 
Vidor  Amadeus  the  Second. 

In  the  year   1741,  Meffina  was  dreadfully^ 
vifited  by  the  plague  ;  which  was  foon  .fol-: 

*  Fazello  :  the  end  of  the  eighth  book..        ..^j 
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lowed  by  a  dcftruftive  kind  of  fmall  pox.  At 
this  time,  the  population  was  reduced  frbril 
about  feventy  to  twenty  thoufind  fouls.  It  is 
affirmed  that,  in  the  iafl:  century^  it  contained 
a  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants^ 

It  was  half  deftroyed  in  1 783,  by  the  earth- 
quake :  but  it  has  in  great  part  been  rebuilt^ 
an4  the  flreets  are  now  more  fpacious  and 
handfomc.  Their  houfes  are  palaces :  yet 
they  have  wifely  built  them  ortly  two  ftoried 
high,  from  the  fear  of  future  fhocks }  when 
the  higheft  houfes  are  always  in  the  greateft 
danger.  The  earthquake,  in  general,  deftroyed 
only  the' upper  ftories  t  the  lower  partsi  of  the 
building  were  moft  of  them  left  ftanding* 
Experience  has  taught  that  this  is  frequently 
the  cafe :  for  which  reafon  thofe  people  who 
can  preferve  their  prefence  of  mind,  amid 
terror  fo  fudden,  feek  fafety  under  the  doors^ 
and  windows,  rather  than  in  the  ftreet. 

The  undermoft  ftories  of  the  new  hotjfes  are 
built  upon  arcades,  in  moft  of  which  there  are 
(hops. 

The  earthquake  had  the  fame  effeS  here  on 
the  women  as  in  Scylla.  Some,  who  had 
been  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  married  and 
childlefs,  conceived  and  brought  forth.     Of 

thofe 
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thofe  yho  were  preguanj;,  when  the  terror  of 
the  {hacks  feized  them,  noi;ie  mifcarried.  I 
yefterday  converfed  with  a  w^rnan  of  N^ples^ 
who  has  n>uch  courage  and  animation,  who 
v^as  pregnant  when  her  houfe  .was  thrown 
down,  and  who  remained  fixty-fivc  nights 
without  a  bed  to  fleep  in.  This  too  was  from 
the  ^th  of  February  ;  yet  fhc  was  delivered, 
at  her  proper  time,  of  a  healtliy  child^  and  wa$ 
well  herfelf. 

The  PalazafUy  which,  following  the  gentle 
curviag^  of  the  fhore,  was  built  the  whole 
length  of  the  city,  rnqft  have  been  the  moft 
beautiful  ftrudlure  of  its  kind*  Jt  confifted 
of  a  row  pf  fimilar  palaces,  that  were  four 
ftories  high ;  and  its  prefent  ruins  are  fuf- 
ficieht  proofs  of  its  former  grandeur. 

The  reafpn  that  it  has  not  been  rebuilt  is 
the  defire  of  the  King  that  it  fhpuld  be  as  high 
as  before  ;  from  a  fuppofition  that  it  prote(Sed 
the  haven  again  ft  the  wind  :  but  the  citizens, 
taught  by  experience,  dreaded  a  building  of 
four  ftories  high.  They  were  certainly  right ; 
and,  fhould  the  King  at  laft  accomplifh  his 
often  intended  and  as  often  difappointed  vifit 
to  Sicily,  his  own  eye  would  convince  him 
that  the  haven,  protected  as  it  is  by  the  moun- 

Yqu  III.  C  c  tains 
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tains  immediately  behind  the  city,  has  nq 
pccafiqn  of  any  fhelter  from  therwind  whicl^ 
the  palaces  could  afford. 

This  haven,  which  Charles  the  Sixth  mad^j 
a  free  port,  is  certainly  one  of  tHp  fined  ia 
Europe.  The,  Ipng  and  bfoad  open  place^ 
between  the  Palazata  and  the  fea,  ferves  the 
inhabitants  a^  a  w^k ;  from  wtiich  there  is  a 
grand  profpedt  toward  the  Faro,  and  the  coaft 
of  Calabria.  A  grpve  of  elms  and  poplars  is 
planted  here^  which  extends  to  tbe  femicircular 
cape.  At  the  extremity  of  this  woqd  the  ci- 
tadel is  built ;  and  in  th^  middle  of  the  haven 
the  great  light-houfe  and  the  iMzaretto^vAicre 
the  mariners  that  come  from  the  Levant  per- 
form quarantine*.  The  citadel  w?is  built  foon 
after  Meffma  was  again  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Spain,  when  it  had  refigned  itfelf  to  Lewis 
the  Fourteenth.  There  is  likewife  a  ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  extrem^  point  of  the  fickle,  or 

cape : 

*  This  rcftralnt  of  performing  quarantine,  which  is  no^ 
z\W^y$  of.  forty  days  duration,  but  is  (hortened  according 
to  circumitances  and  feldom  increafed,  is  fo  injurious  to 
the  trade  of  the  Levant  as  frequently  to  be  its  deftruc- 
tion.  What  gain  can  the  merchant  receive  who  is  obliged 
tp.  keep  his  whole  crew  ina£live  at  the  Lazaretto^  or  in  s^ 
veflelbefide  the'JUzar^/^^  from  a  fortnight  to  five  and 
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cape ;  and  the  city  is  overlooked  and  defended 
by  three  others. 

The  mountains  which  rife  behind  Meffina 
in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  bcibng  to  the 
mountains  which  the  ancients  fometimes 
called  Pelorium^  and  fometimes  the  mountains 
of  Neptune.  They  extend  from  Taormtnd  to 
Capo  di  Faro. 

Early  yefterday,  we  took  boat  at  the  haven 
and  went  to  the  great  light-houfc ;  by  the  fide 
of  which  is  the  whirlpool,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Gharybdis  of  Homer :  the  whirlpool  of  Capi 
di  Faro  having  been  overlooked.  Both  of  thefe 
whirlpools  are  occafioned  by  the  conteft  that 
happens,  when  the  winds  and  currents  oppofe 
eacli  other.  Our  feamen  were  well  acqusdnted 
with  the  other  whirlpool,  and  faid  it  was 
much  the  ftrongeft  ;  becaufe  the  ftrait  there 
was  much  the  fmalleft^ 

£x  weeks  ?  The  Venetiai^s  riebkoo  the  quarantine  from  ^ 
fhe  day  on  which  the  (hip  left  the  pl^ce  fufpe£led  of  the 
plague  \  whi|:h  i^  evidently  more  rational.  It  is  alleged 
|th3t  the  feamen  might  have  had  intercourfe  with  infe£led 
people  %  but  can  ^o  dependance  be  placed  on  the  uni- 
form teftimony  of  the  crew  ?  Could  ^o  penalty  be  in- 
4i£led,  on  falfehood,  wl^ich  they  neither  all  would  wifli 
fior  all  would  dare  to  incur  \  and  by  which  prevarication 
MTOuld  nyt  only  be  attended  with  Ih^me  but  puni(hment  ? 

^  C  c  a  The 
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The  jigfimt  are  as  excelfenti  in  the  gardens 
of  Meflina,  as  they  are  at  Reggio.  The  fweet 
Hind  of  citron,  which  is  called  valen%iana^  is 
as  large  as  a  fmall  melon.  There  is  Uk;ewife  a 
kind  of  citron  heye,  and  ia  Calabria,  \^hich  is 
jiearly  round,  but  fuddenly  pointed  at  the 
^nd.  This  too  is  a.  fweet  fort^  is  more 
odoriferous  than  the  other,  and  is  called 
limoniila  tfi  S^pagMa :  the  little  Spanifb  lemon. 
.  Meffina  trides.  largely  in  the  prqdu<9ts  of 
the  ifland  j  which  is  fo  bountifully  gifted 
by  nature*  The  principal  articles  are  corn,  oil, 
wine>  filk,  raw  and  wrought,  fruits,  and  pot 
»fh. 

The.  prefent  population  of  Meflina,  accord- 
ing to  different  accounts,  is  eftimated  at  leaft 
to  be  fix-^nd-thirty  thbufand.  The  air  is 
very  healthy  j  and,  compared  to  the  reft  o( 
Sicily,  is  cool. 


LET- 
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Palermo,  5iiJuTf«  17924 

E  left  Mcfliria  early  oti^he  3tft 
-of  May,  and  foon'oatiie  to  theilb-ep  Witidint 
*oad:6f  1  mountain,  'wHidh  the  ^AcfettWtailed 
^ffW^x,  aftd  iSr^rf*  -Like  Aeiife^hlJouritife 
<:6uhtryV  tCis  corerdi^  with  •brbomi^  IrrafttWood, 
^nd  ffem  i  and:  Vould  affbrfl  little  pleafurfc 
werdi^  riot  thit,  *n  one  fide,' therfe  Hs  aprbt 
pefit  from  it  toward  the  fea  and  MeHiiia, 
Xvhcrfe  circular  bayind  fcape  ar6  remarkabl;^^ 
charming,  which  atones  for  the'  barirerf  uni- 
formity of  the 'other' fide**  *:.     - 

We  Mt  this  hiight  in  the '  neighbourhood 
of  the  f<^,'^  and  ^foon  came  to  a  diftrift  in 
which  the  induftry  of  the  peojile  appears  to 
^ie  with  ^tlie  excellence « of  the  foil.  Atnt)ng 
the  tall  ^iiiin  flood  the  mulberry,  the^fig,'  and 
the  pomegranate  tree,  as- high  as  any  that  we 
had  feeninthefineft  parts  of  Calabria.  Many 
people  were  employed- in  fttipping  the  leaf 
from  the  TOulberpy  tree.    Like  the  wife  prq^ 

"♦  Ciuv.  Sic.  Ant, 

C  c  3  vifioa 
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vifion  made  for  the  camel,  which  kneeling 
while  it  is  loaded  has  a  peculiar  fkin  to  guard 
the  knee,  and  the  back  of  which,  that  it  may* 
bear  the  better,  is  gifted  with  a  kind  of  na- 
tural faddle,  fo  the  growth  of  the  mulberry 
tereej  which  here  is  uncommonly  large,  forms 
itfelf  in  a  manner  that  women  and  children 
can  eafily  climb  to  its  togmoft  boughs.  The 
fJk-worm  will  now  foon  begin  to  fpin  ;  and 
Jthey  give  it  leaves  in  plenty,  that  its  product 
may  be  the  greater.  Bptjx  the  kingdoms  have 
two  annijal  harvefts  of  ftlk;  an  early,  and 
a  late.  The  early  filk  worm  fpins  at  the  end 
of  May,  or  the  beginning  of  J^me  :  the  late  at 
tk^  end  of  July.  The  filk  of  the  laft  is  the 
fineft*  ,.The  culture  of  filk  was  not  introduced 
to  Italy  and  Sicily  by  the  ancients.    , 

Tl^e  fig'tree  here  attains  a  great  fizc.  I  faw 
a  large  flock  of  fiieep  lie  at  their  .eafe  under 
the  fhade  of  a  fingle  tree.  ;  _ ; 

We  faw  barley  reaped.  Other  barley,  nay 
and  oat  fields  were  already  again  prepared,  and 
fowed  with  Turkifh  wheat  (maize)  which 
they  here  call  ^rano  {Tlndia^  Indian  corn,  and. 
granone^  or  great  corn.'  We  faw  grain  of  this 
kind, .  ii\  fome  fields,  whicji  alr^^idy  Was  half 
an  ell  high*     Th^  earth  was  turned  and  the 

clods 
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Mods  broken  with  the  hoe,  as  well  on  thefe 
fields  that  were  again  fowed  as  on  thofe  that 
had  been  lately  ploughed.  It  is  a  troublefpme 
labour,  but  much  more  ufeful  than  our  har-^ 
row ;  the  ufe  of  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  h 
iinknown  in  Naples  and  Sicily*.  The  rye^ 
which  here  as  in  Italy  is  called  grano  Ger-- 
tnanoy  or  German  corn,  is  ready  for  the  fickle. 
Befide  the  kinds  of  wheat  known  to  us,  there 
are  fevefal  others  here,  of  which  I  mean  to 
be  better  idformed.  Moft  of  the  wheat  and 
the  rye  are  fown  in  Februarys  and  reaped  in 
June. 

The  fields  in  general  kfe  planteci  With  the 
Indian  fig :  ca^us  opuntia.  This  remarkable 
plant  is  at  prefent  ornameiited  with  yellow 
fiowersi  The  trefes  of  the  two  fexes  are  dif- 
ferent: the  male  is  armed  with  large  prickles^ 
but  the  fruit  of  the  female  is  preferred.  They 
grow  to  fiich  a  height  that  horfemeri  niay  ride 
iindef  them.  In  order  to  propagate  thefai,  you 
heed  biit  bury  a  leaf  iri  the  earth.  Thefe 
leaves  Ijerve  not  only  to  burn  (particularly  for 
killing  the  filk  worm)  but  they  are  likewife 
roafted^  foaktid,  and  given  to  the  hogs. 

In  the  Terra  d^Otrdnto  and  in  Calabria,  t 

^  I  afterward  faw  a  harrow  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
C  c  4  \vft 
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liave  fcfd:n  a  partitfal^r  kJrid  ()i  folarium^  or 
Uightfhade,  which  here/is  very  commoh.  The 
ftfem  is  'tolefably  hig!i,  has  jagged  prickly 
leaves,  bears  dear  violet  flowers  with  a  yellow 
hoth'  in  the  'middfe,  and  its^fruit  is  a  yellow 
Irerfy  of  the'iiie  of  a  wild  apple  ;  which  berry 
IS  filirbf  kferndsj'that  arc  ufed  in  medicine  as 
a  healthful  dmretic,  although*  the  friiit  itfelf  is 
poifortoiis.  ,Our  folaniiin  dulcamara y  which 
grows  in  maffh'y  placed  arid  fpririgs  with  ten- 
iler  branches  dingiiig  to  other  fteihs,  having  a 
irhaller  darkercoldiired  violet  flower,  and  a 
rather,  arched  thin  yellow  hor.n,  .from  whicll 
a.lhtle  mining  Ved'berry  rifes,  appears  *to  me 
niuchniofe  beaiitifiil  than  tliis  larger  kind.  It 
is  found' in  bjotli  kingdoms  ;  ^ut  more  feldom 
than  in  the  hprth  of  Germany,  and  in  pen- 
mark.    ,        ,        .  .  ^        / 

The '  numerotis  wild  plants  and  flowers 
which,  With  us,  require  the  utmoft  care,  and 
then  can  fcarcely  be  produced,  gratify  the  eye 
in  a  delightful  manner,  ,The  ricinusy  from 
iyhich  the  celebrated  American  oil  is  extracted, 
grows  in  great  quantities  befide  the  oleander. 
The  artichoke,  the  licorice,  and  the  horned 
yellow  poppy,  all  grow  wild.  The  wholefome 
quality  of  the  licorice  occafions  it  to  be  a 
'      '    2  branch 
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brancli  of  tra^e.  /l^ii^rearh^  i3f  diis.c^^ 
chew  the^llcpfee,"^  the  '{^drs'of  the'ndrtli 
SoiSbicio.  /       ' 

'Ilie  p^raife  which  Hfoi^ce  has  /bellowed 
iipOh  T^i^eA^tirhls^eculiari^^  dui  to  the  tdu^ 
of  Itkly,  'tod  Sicily ;  for  the  fpring  is  loiig, 
and  thfe  winter  rn^l^.  I  hiere  fcU  faw'the 
\vl^itt^6rmfh^galum^'\^^  putple  ftripes* 

and  fte  elder  tree/in  bloom  ;  both  of  which  I 
had  leen  biowihg,  on  the  3d  of  tebriiarv,  ,at 
Terrdcina. '.  Spring  and  fumiher  refide  'toge- 
ther in  the  fields,  bud  and^bear.on  tlie  fame 
tree,  and  Tonietimes  ektehd  their  Jiofpltable 
frlehdfep'to'authmri.  ^'W*h2lt:a  country  Is  thjs 
for  the  botanlft,' who  Tiere  may  find  unknown 
plants  In  fl6wer  and  in  feedat  the  fame  time  ! 
For  thefefour  months,!  ha^e  continually feen 
the  orange  and  citron  tree,  bearing  their  aro- 
matic Wds^and  "their  goLden  friiit.  . 

On  my  firft  day's  journey  from  Meflina,  t 
faw  a  grove  c£  agrupii;  the  frees  of .  which 
iexcelled  in  fize  all  that  1  have  met  witliiii 
Italy,  nay  in  Sorentb,  Taranto,  and  Reggio* 
The  pomegrafiates  were  numberlefs,  tall,  and 
in  bloom  j  arid  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  is 
no  whjere '  furpaffed.     The  charms  of  thefe 

fmiling 
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imiling  re^ems  are  iticieikd  b^.  the  px^fpta 
6{  the  fea,  on  otie  fide,  and  of  lofty  moun^^ 
tains,  on  the  other.  Over  tliefe  iStna  is  occa^ 
fionally  fcen  lordly  to  rife;  We  difcoycrcdy 
on  the  righty  the  fmall  cape  on  which  Milazs&d 
ftands.  It  was  firft  built  by  the  Mtffenii  ;  and 
Its  ancient  Greek  name  was  Myla :  Mv?\xti4 

In  the  evening,  we  took  up  pur  abode  witK 
k  canon  of  Pozzo  cli  tioiio  ;  to  Wdom  we  had 
a  letter,  and  who  received  us  kindly.  He  ha* 
a  Urge  gard'ehy  in  the  quitivatioti  ot  which  he 
delights. 

6n  the  ift  of  June,  we  paflTcci  at  one  time 
ihrough  fruitful  plantations,  and  at  another 
along  the  fandy  fhore  of  the  fca;  which  fand 
itfelf  produces  aumberlefs  plants  l  particularly 
the  yellow  poppy,  and  tW  eilealnder.  Afcout 
noon,  we  afcended  the  mountain  Tindaro ; 
leaving  the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria  di  Tin-^ 
daro  on  a  height,  by  the  fea  fide.  Here  ftooa 
a  Greek  town,  which  was  founded  by  the 
Mejfenii  in  the  time  of  Dionyfius,  the  tyrant 
of  Syracufe.  Dionyfiiis  granted  them  land  to 
till,  and  they  called  the  town  Tyndaris ;  aftef 
Tyndarus\  an  ancient  King  of  Sparta ;  becaufe 
they  maintsuned  that,  in  very  ancient  times^ 

Meflinar 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COUNT  StOUBERG*  39$ 

.MeflSna  had  appertaiaed  to  Lacedemonia  % 
This  town  gained  great  refped.  Cicero  calb 
it  a  very  noble  cityj  and  its  people  the 
allies  and  friends  of  the  Romans. 

On  the  leftj^e  faw  the  mountain  caftle  cf 
the  litde  tpwri^of  2r/^/;  which  is  held  to  be 
the  ancient  Greek  town  of  Abaasotij  the  Latia 
Ahacanum.  It  H^s  on  the  river  Oi(iV«W,  the 
bed  of  which  is  dry  in  fummer.  We  pafled 
it  juft  before  we  afcended  the  hill.  It  empties 
itfelf  into  the- fea,  beloW  the  promontory  dl 
Oliveru  The  Greeks  called  this  river  Helicon. 
Moft  of  the  rivers  of  Sicily  are  dry  in  fum- 
mer, or  reduced  to  very  fhallow  ftreams ;  but 

*  This  account,  from  Strabo,  contradidls  th^  more 
worthy  teftimony  of  Thucydides ;  accordnig  to  whom 
MeiBna  was  a  colony  from  Chalets^  in  Euboea^  was  firft 
called  Zancle,  and  had  the  name  of  Meffena  given  it  by  the 
tyrant  Anax^leus  :  bcpaufe  he  affirmed  he  was  hiinfcif  of 
Meffenian  origin.  ,  Tyndarus  was  King  of, Sparta,  the 
hufband  of  Lcda,  and  father  of  Caftor  ^nd  Pollux, 
Helena  and  Clytemneftra.  The  fabl^  fays  that  Zeus 
Yilited  Leda  in  the  form  of  a  fwan  \  and  that  Caftor  and 
Helen  were  produced  from  two^  eggs  :  Pollux,  and  Cly- 
temneftra were  the  children  of  Tyndarus.  The  antiquitv 
of  this  fable-  is  great,  and  the  tale  is  differently  told : 
Pollux  is  now  the  jft)n  of  Zeus,  and  now  Caftor.  Homer 
calls  lil^len  the  d^ught^r  of  Zeus;  fagaciouily  omitting 
tbe  egg. 

to 
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-to  ttaV'eUe^s  in  ^iflter  tfiey  we  ver^f  tiicon- 
'vemfitit,  and  often  dangerous. 

latb^^tefmoonj  wfe  rode^lottg  fbe  iie?ghts 
of  the  promofttOi*y  ^  Varst'O^  ;  which,  though 
Ifteep,  is  6ul4Sv«itW  for  thevinfe^^yn  ife  heights, 
«tid  com  below*  its  ]^ht  is  a  ?teep  rock ; 
againft  which  the  wavfes  break  aiafd  foatti.  We 
ffroceedeii  along  rough  pistths  toi  Tot^  of 
Irocka,  ofn  the  lopmoft  of^^ich  a  tower  is 
\m\u  Nature  hete  ^k  formed  for  h^rfdf  a 
%att  of  TO)dc  111  the  fea;  over  i^hidh  no  path 
kad's,  and  through  wMdh -^  febflbW  way  has 
•necdfiirily  been  ciit.  'This  f iSete  is-^  calkd 
iTijlr/-^  di  Ciavoli  :  or  CaftelkcU  ^hiffgo.  Here 
I  met  with  as  beautiful  a  valley  as  I  have  eyer 
beheld.  I  might  indeed  fay  the.mofl;  beaur 
tiful. 

We .  went  to  a  little  fortrefs  callied  ^roloj 
"which  belongs  to  the  ^"Marchefe  f^mi^drinu 
We  had  a  letter  to  the  fteward  of  the  caftle, 
^iveri  lis  by  a  perfon  ofFozzo  di  Qptt&y  whofe 
pame  I^do  npt  knqw,  who  iad  feen  ndthing 
of  usv^and  ^Without  (Jtir  knowledge,^at  the  re- 
queft  6f  our  vettufifio^  '         k  .  ^  .  -  ^ 

This  caftle  ftands  on  a-rock,  belide  a.gently 

curving  bay  of  the  fea,  t Jiat  is  fo^mi^d  bji  two 

promontories  :  the  Capo  Carava^  and  thciwide 

;  ftretching 
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ATetching  Capa  d^Orlando:    The  heigfebpur-i 
ing  valley  extends  toward  the  fea,  and  is  furr 
rounded  by  fev^ral  mountains  in  the  form*  of 
a  crefeent.     Behind  the  lefier  heights  moun-t 
tains  more  lofty  tower  ;  the  fides  and  fumm|tt 
of  which  are  fhaded  with  fpteft  trees  jibove, 
and   with  fruit  trees  attd  vineyards  helowi 
Refreflied  bythe  mountain  wind^  and  the  /twi 
breezes,  the  valley  abounds  with  com  fieldsi 
gardens,  vineyards,  and  groves,   ■  Hbre  gr^w 
the  largeft  poplars  I   ever  met  witli ;    and 
there  a  duller  of  mulberry  trees.     Garden* 
fcem  to  lofe  themfelves  in  the  foft  and  balmy 
kp  of  nature ;  which  the  fcarceft  and  nioft 
delightful  plants  and  fJow.er^  pf  pur  gre^n* 
houfe,  fpontaneoufly  fcattefpd,   render  en^ 
chanting,  and  perfume  the  air  j  while  they 
prefent  the  moft  rapturoiis  variety  tp  th^  eye^ 
when,  havii;ig  contemplated  the  fuWime  pro- 
fpeds  that  the  mountains  and  the  fea  afprd,  it 
is  in  need  of  this  repofct    The  man  who,  aftpr 
the   aftonifhment  which  objects  fo  magical 
excite,  does  not  feek  this  relief,  and  dpes  no^ 
thus  recruit  the  eye,  ejiabling  it  again  comr 
prehenfively  to  rife,  but  ill  underftands  the 
fovereignty  of  nature.     Her6  the  chaogiBaWe 

object 
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ptgefts  and  forms  fiipply  all  the  relief,  all  the 
repofe,  that  can  be  defired. 

The  wine  of  this  valley  is  generous.  Many 
little  towns  are  built  on  the  tops  of  the  hills* 
The  profpefit  toward  the  fea  is  ftill  farther  en^ 
livened  by  the  high  Lipari  iflands.  The  eye 
lofes  itfelf  among  the  mountains,  between 
which  Ke  numerous  valleys,  and  dark  dales, 
that,  from  their  difiance  and  the  deep  mouui^ 
tain  fhadows,  appear  buried  in  night.  The 
livers  Nafo  and  San  Angeh  flow  on  the  two 
fides  of  the  valley  toward  the  fea. 

This  lovdy  vale  is  called  Piano  di  Brolo :  or 
the  plain  of  Brolo,  Exclufive  of  its  other 
advantages  and  charms,  it  abounds  in  clear 
iprings ;  which,  with  the  fea  breeze  that 
blows  from  the  north,  and  the  mountains  that 
proted  it  from  the  noon-day  heats,  prefervc 
in  it  the  coolnefs  of  etqrnal  fpring. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  we  heard  the  night- 
ingale; among  the  blooming  myrtles,  and 
lofty  oaks,  of  the  mountain  Nq/b.  We  foon 
turned  our  backs  on  the  promontory  of  Orr 
lando*,  and  proceeded  for  fome  leagues,  be-r 

tween 

1^  Godofreiaof  yitcrfeo  afl^nps  th^t  this  promqntoijx, 

ind  thaj  of  Oliycrif  were  called  after  the  two  famous 
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f  ween  the  fea  ai^d  the  mountains,  among  val,*^ 
leys  yrhich  all  of  them  were  fimilar  to  tluj 
yaie  of  Brolq.  The  heights  are  fhaded  witl| 
forefts  ;  and  their  fides  are  clothed  with  vine- 
yards, fruit-trees,  and  cojiu  .The  whole  nar- 
row plain  is  bedecked  with  blooming  an4 
frudiferous  plaats.  The  fhining  waves  of  thij 
fea  broke  upon  the  ihore,  and  bpl4  projeding 
clifis  added  to  its  beauty. 

The  ch^in  here  belongs  to  the  g^eat  moua-; 
tains,  which  the  Greeks  called  the  mountain^ 
of  Here^  or  of  Juno  *.  It  extends  in  lengtl]^ 
from  the  mid41e  of  the  ifland  to  this  place ; 
and  then  enlarges  in  breadth  till  it  unites  with 
the  Pelorus.  ,, 

Diodorus  Siculus  praifes  this  country  for  it* 
mountain  heights,  cooling  airs,  frelh  fprings, 
and  numerous  trees. 

knights  of  Charlemagne,  Orlando  and  Oliver:  Sieilf 
being  the  laft  theatre  of  their  fupernatural  feats*  Hi^ 
Kiatin  verfes  are  in  the  tafte  of  the  middle  ages^s  a  tafte 
yrhich  has  extended  its  vitiated  uniformity  over  alt  lite- 
tature,  from  Portugal  to  the  PoleSj  from  Italy^to  the  lung. 
4oms  of  the  North. 

Mpns  ibi  Jlat  ma^nus  \  qui  dicitur  effc  Rolandus, 
Ahcr  Oliverius  \ftmiH  ratione  vocandus; 
Hac  memoranda  truces  \  con/lUuere  Duces, 


t  Cltfar,  Siq.  Ant. 
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**  Large  oaks.yield  acorns  that  arc  tvfi?c  t^,^ 
**  ufual  fize.  Many  fruits,  vines,  and  apple^ 
•*  innvimerable,  grow  of  themfelvesi*  They 
•*  once  fed  a  Urge  army  of  the  Carthaginians, 
**  Here  is  a.  \v:oody  vale  of  godlike  bcs^uty, 
•*  confecrated  f o*the  Nymplos,  in  which  Daphr 
•'  nis,  the  fon  of  Hermes  and  of  a  Nymph^ 
•*^  \yas  born..  He  was  called  Daphnis  frorn 
^*  the  laurel  tree,  Educate(^  by  th^  Nymphs^ 
•*  he  here  kept  his  flock^^  in  which  he  dearly 
**  delighted,  ar^d  was  called  the  herdfman : 
*^  BexpAoj,  Born  ^yith  the  gift  of  fong,  he 
•^  inyentcd  paftoral  poetry,  and  of  a  kiqd  that 
•*  ftill  is  delightful  to  Sicily,  He  was  a  plea- 
•*  fant  huntfman  to  jirtemis'^i  and  gave  hc^ 
**  delight  with  his  flute,  and  fh^pherd*s 
"fongsf.'* 

It  is  not  known  where  this  woody  vale  con- 
fccratcd  to  the  Nymphs  was :  but  what  place 
could  have  been  more  delicately  felefted  than 
the  vale  I  have  defcribed,  the  Piano  di  Brolo^ 

'    •  Diana. 

f  Diod.  lib.  IV.  vol.  i.  p.  327.  cd.  Weflel.  In  Grecki  Ac 
laurel  IS  called  Daphne ;  which  name  it  ijeceived  after  the 
metamorphofis  of  Paphne,  who  fled  from  Apollo.  Pafta» 
Tal  poems  were  called  Bucolics^  from  the  (hepherd  Paph- 
nis  5  becaufc  BucqIus  fignifies  a  herdfman  in  Greek. 

prote^e4 
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protQ^led  as  it  is  by  the  fea  and  the.  moun- 
tains, abounding  in  fprings,  and  bordered  by- 
two  ftreams?  Where  could  the  Goddefs  of 
the  chace  have  found  a  more  enticing  refi- 
dence  than  among  thefe  foreft-clothsd  heights  ? 
What  paftunigci  fo  welcome,  to  the  youthful 
fliepherd^  as  this  valley ;  rich  ia  wood  and 
^atttj  and  clothed  with  the  brighteft  verdure 
of  fptirig  ?  Where  could  the  young  fon  of  Her^ 
mes  feel  infpiration  fb  fully  as  in  this  vale>  j 
where  fea,  iflandsj  rocks,  moimtains,  groves^ 
Vineyards,  fields,  fprings,  rivers,  and  the  naild- 
^ft  of  climates  combine  to  form  a  perfe<3:  pa- 
radife :  a  place  whidh,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  is  the  moft  beautiful  that  the  world 
affords  ? 

•  The  love  of  this  valley  yoli  fee  has  led  me 
back  to  It;  and  I  now  quit  it  reluctantly^ 
though  but  defcribing  it  in  a  letter  i  for  the 
whole  fhore,  as  "far  as  the  mountain  Fratello^ 
which  lies  on  this  fide  Santa  Agatha^  is  en- 
chantiiigly  delightful 

We  here  pafled  San  Marco ;  which  place^ 

according  to  Cluverius^  was  the  ancient  -^^o- 

thyrnon :  or Agathy ma :  but  Amico'^  places  this 

ancient  town  in  the  vicinity  of  Cii/^?  Orlando; 

*  Lexic.  Topogrgphidum  Siculum, 

Vol.  IIL  Dd  and 
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and  is  of  opinion  that  Aluntium^  which  was 
likewife  a  very  ancient  town,  ftood  here.  The 
founding  of -^^^/>&yr;/^  was^afcribed  to  afon  of 
jEolus,  the  ruler  of  the  winds.  Confiderable 
remains  of  an  aqueduct  are  here  found. 

Nearly  facing  Santa  Agatha^  we  rode  over 
the  bed  of  the  river  Rofmartno :  fo  called  be- 
caufe  the  rofemary  grows  on  its  banks,  with 
the  oleander  and  myrtle.  A  pair  of  turtle 
doves  took  flight  juft  before  me  out  of  a  myrtle 
iu  bloom,  where  probably  they  had  their  neft. 

We  remained  fome  hours  in  Santa  Agatba  ; 
where  about  forty  failors  aflembled  round  us, 
with  whom  we  entered  into  converfation. 
The  youths  among  them  had  the  beautiful  Gre- 
cian form.  About  ten  of  them  placed  them- 
felves  itt  a  circle,  as  if  they  would  dance.  The 
others  continually  endeavoured  to  pu(h  one  of 
them  out  of  the  row  j  and  if  they  fucceeded  all 
the  reft  followed.  They  then  exercifed  them- 
felves  at  leap  frog,  (landing  in  a  row.  If  any 
one  as  he  leaped  touched  the  bonnet  of  him 
who  flood  up,  he  muft  then  Hand  in  his  place. 
If  any  one  fell,  he  was  teafed  with  perfevering 
•mockery ;  yet  did  not  lofe  his  good  temper. 
^  In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  from  the  Fratelh 
through  lefs  delightful  countries,  but  ftill 
'  .  amronr 
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among  blooifting  and  odoriferous  herbage*  A 
thiftle,  bearing  a  large  high-yellow  flower, 
grows  in  great  quantities  in  Sicily;  and  is 
worthy  of  being  received  among  the  flowers 
of  our  gardens. 

On  a  circular  inlet  of  the  fea  lies  th6  little 
town  of  Caronia.  This  place,  becaufe  of  its 
:fituation,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  Kahnctxrv) ; 
the  beautiful  fhore  ;  and  it  was  here  that  the 
fugitive  Samii  were  invited  to  fettle,  by  the 
people  of  Mefllina.  Of  the  treachery  of  thefe 
fettlers  I  have  before  fpoken.  About  forty 
years  afterward,  a  town  was  founded  here  by 
Deucetius,the  Sicilian;  a  man  of  noble  birth^ 
who  fucceeded  in  colleding.  the  difperfed 
tribes  of  the  Siculi  under  his  banners.  He 
built  feveral  towns,  and  became  formidable  tp 
the  Gree^  who  were  in  the  ifland ;  but  was 
.overcome,  after  a  fevere  battle,  by  the  people 
of  Syracufe.  As  his  followers  continued  ta 
forfake  him,  and  he  believed  himfelf  no  longer 
in  fafety  among  thofe  that  remained,  he  efeaped 
from  them  by  night, .  proceeded  immediately 
to  Syracufe,  ftationed  himfelf  while  it  waai 
dark  befide  an  altar  which  ftood  in  a,  public 
place,  and,  as  a  fugitive,  made  an  offer  of  him- 
felf and  his  country  to  the  citizens.  The  chiefs 
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of  Syracufc  aflembled  the  people ;  and  fome 
of  the  turbulent  advifed  that  Deucetius,  the 
enemy  who  had  done  them  fo  much  mifchief^ 
fliould  be  puniftied:  but  wifer  citizens  re- 
plied, **  It  was  not  a  queftion  of  him  or  his 
**  deferta,  but  of  how  it  became  the  Syracufana 
•*  to  a£l  ?  It  became  them  to  refpedl  the 
**  ftranger,  and  the  unfortunate,  and  to  leave 
•*  vengeance  to  the  Gods."  Accordingly,  it  was 
tmahimoufly  determined  to  fpare  him,  and  he 
was  fetit  to  Corinth ;  where  he  was  ordered 
to  remain,  and  where  he  was  publicly  pro- 
vided with  all  that  was  neceflary  for  his  mainr- 
tenance  *• 

Under  the  pretext  that  he  was  commanded 
l>y  the  oracle  of  Apollo  to  people  the  beau- 
tiful coaft  with  new  inhabitants,  Deucetius  left 
Corinth,  contrary  to  his  word,  and  took  (hip- 
with  a  fwarm  of  adventurers.  Many  ofthofe 
that  joined  him  were  Siculi ;  and,  among 
others,  there  was  Arcbonidts^  Prince  of  the 
Erbitai :  or  Herbitcei. 

We  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  little  towa 
called  San  Stefano ;  where  we  were  taken  to 
an  inn,  the  poverty  of  which  terrified  us,  and 
its  want  of  cleanlinefs  ftill  more.     The  inns  of 

*  Diod.  lib.  xii^  vol.  i.  p.  4*74.   . 
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Italy  have  not  rendered  us  fpoited  children.  ;^ 
Our  vetturino,  who  is  a  good  and  an  adlive 
fellow,  procured,  a  reception  for  us  in  the, 
palace  of  an  abfent  Prince.     The  town  is  built , 
on  a  verdant  height,  by  the  fea  fide,  and  above; 
it  ftands  the  palace.  . 

On  the  3d,  we  rode  through  the  river  Tufa;; 
leaving  the  fmalltown  of  the  fame  name,  and 
thecaftle  built  on  higher  ground,  on  one  fide.- 
Here,  or  not  far  diftant,  ftood  the  Greefe 
town  oiAlafa:  ox  Hal^fa  :  'AAaiaa :  *  AAa/(T^:; 
which  was  fo  called  fJter  the  river  Alafusiot. 
Halafus.     The  town  and  the  river  are  aowt 
both  called  Tufa.      The   ancient  tpvs^n  was 
founded  by  Archonides,  Prince  of  the  Her^ 
bital ;  after  havings  in  the  fecond  ye^r  of  the 
94th  Olympiad,  four.hundred  and  three  yeara 
before  Chrift,  concluded  a  peace  with  Dio- 
xiyfius:  becaufe  he.  wifhed  to  free  his  town 
from  the  multitude  of  fokliers,  and  mixture  of 
foreigpers,  that  were  drawn  thither  in  expeda- 
tion  of  war.     jMany.  like  wife  of  the  Herbit^i 
iofcribed  themfelves  as  citizens  of  this-^  colony* 
Archonides  gave  it  the  additiojwl  name  of  ^r- 
cbonidium  ;  to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  towna 
of  Sicily,  that  were   likewife  C2^^d.  Halafa. 
D  d  3  In 
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In  later  times,  whea,  by  their  maritime  fitu-- 
ation  and  the   freedom  which  thejr  enjoyed 
under  the  Romans,  the  people  were  become 
confiderable,  they  denied  their  origin  ;  being 
afhamed  of  their  little  mother  town :  though 
the  inhabitants  of  both    the  towns  continued 
to  intermarry,  as  late  as  the  time  of  Diodorus. 
-  A  tradition  is  mentioned  by  this  writer,  ac- 
cording to  which  Himtlco^  the  leader  of  the 
Carthaginians,  after  he  had  made  peace  with 
Dionyfius,  founded  the  town.     As  the  whole 
coaft  confifts  of  bays  and  promontories,  and 
the  narrow  road  leads  continually  from  hill  to 
hill,  thcfe  hills   and   ceafts    afford  inceffarit 
variety. 

A  boatman  told  us,  with  animated  pride 
of  heart,  that  Sicily  is  called  the  verdant  ifland. 
The  lofty  fhores  are  generally  green,  and 
blooming,  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fea. 

When*  we  firft  landed  on  the  ifland,  we 
were  amazed  at  the  frefh  foliage  of  the  woods 
and  hills:  for  the  deep  fhades,  which  the 
mountains  cafl  over  the  vallies,  had  at  a  dif- 
tance  given  it  a  gloomy  appearance ;  and  it 
feemed  to  fuffer  in  comparifon  with  the  fmiling 
f  oaft  of  Calabria.    This  heightened  our  plea- 
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fare,  when,  approacHng,  we  beheld  its  groves, 
fields,  vineyards,  mountains,  verdant  valleys, 
and  purling  brooks. 

Among  the  numerous  trees,  we  faw  planta- 
tions of  the  round4eaved  afh,  and  cork  tree: 
the  afti  was  every  where  fmall  and  flender. 
Whether  none  but  thol^  trees  in  which  inci- 
fions  are  made  in  the  bark  for  the  fap  to  exude^ 
which  thickens,  becomes  what  is  called  man- 
na, and  conftitutes  a  great  article  of  the  royal 
revenue  of  the  King  of  Naples,  yield  this  man- 
na, or  whether,  ais  I  fufpeft,  thefe  horizontal 
incifions,  which  are  cut  clofe  above  each  other, 
prevent  the  growth  of  the  tree,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover.  Neither  can  I  tell 
whether  the  manna  in  Sicily  belongs  exclu^ 
fively  to  the  King.  I  think  I  have  heard  of 
a  plantation  which  was  the  property  of  a 
Baron. 

So  luxuriant  is  the  growth  of  numerous 
plants,  that  the  rank  fcions  of  various  kinds 
twine  round  the  neighbouring  tree,  conceal  its 
trunk,  and  cling  about  it  fo  entirely,  with  their 
twigs  and  fprouts,  that  leaves,  flowers,  and 
fruits,  of  different  kinds,  all  mingle  together 
iu  the  mjoft  lovely  and  playful  confufion- 
D  d  4  You 
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You  imagine  you  fee  a  Cibrtjlbaum'^^  x^hich 
the  creative  care  of  a  ten4er.  mother  has  hung 
with  numerous  fruits,  and  flowers.  They 
ijioft  luxuriantly  prefs  upon  each  otherwhere, 
under  a  rock,  or  ?impng  the  branching  roots 
of  trees,  a  fpring  bubbles,;^  and  this  luxuriance 
appears  the  greater  bepfufe  the  protraiSted 
feafon  p|i  fpring  continues  to  produce  buds, 
^nd  bloom^  pn  the  very  twigs  that*  hayie  for 
months  been  covered  with  fruit.  Tw;o  mprn-i^ 
ijr>gsago,  in  the  garden  pf  SamStefano^  I  faw 
an  apple  tree,  which,  while  it  bore  tolerably 
large  apples,  was  at  the  fame  time  in  bloom^ 
The  wide  fpreading  myrtle,  and  XhtJentifcuSy 
were  re^xiarkablc  for  receiving  the  fcions  and 
flipotQ  of  other  plants  among  their  branches  \ 
^nd,  in  addition  to  their  native  beauties,  be4sck- 
ijagthemfelves  with  foreign  charms^ 

As  we  traverfed  the  winding  fhore,  the  prof^r 
peds  tow^ird  the  fea,  and  the  profpedts  of  the 
mountain^,  cpntinu^lly  changing,  fepmed  tq 
vie  with  ^ach  other.  At  one  moment,  we 
could  difcover  a  fmall  dark  blue,  or  emerald 

*  I  cannot  difcover  what  tree  this  is,  if  it  be  not  a  tree 
or  perhaps  a  pole  decorated  as  the  author  defcribes  at 
Chrif^mas ;  probably  after  the  cuftom  of  Germany.   ,T. 

green^ 
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green,  opeiiiipg  of ;the  feas^  and  at  aootfeerwe 
oveiiooked  ttffe  wiggle  cp^ft,  from  |>rorno^tDiy^. 
to  promiontory^  till  the  objeijs  were  loft  in  ^e 
^ure  floods  gf  the  horizon*    ;  .  ..  [ 

The  promontory  of  Gefalu  appeared  at.  4 
4iftance,.  Jikethe  Capo  (T  Orlando^  to  be  a  higl^ 
ifland,  and  to  increafe  the  number  qf  thq^ 
Lipari  ifles.  It  is  formed  of  a  fteep  rock.  Thc^ 
Greeks,  whqfuffeixd  no  refemblance  to  efcapc 
them,  called  the  town  which  they  bqilt  uppii^ 
it  CepIpalQedis^  or  Cepbaloediujn ;  l^fecaufe  of  its 
ijefemblance  ^o  a  head :  froni  the  word /7^^>j&»/r, 
thehead»^     •  ,  ^     • 

Cluverius  remarks  that  the  moft  ancient  ap- 
count  of  tjiis^  town  is  found  in  Diodeorus  i  ac- 
cording tojwhom  Himilco,  the  Carthaginian^ 
allied  himfelf  with  its  citizens  in  the  firft  year  | 
of  the  96th  Olympiad,  or  396  years^^  before 
Chrift.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  an  Afchbifhop> 
and,  in-  the, year  176Q,  its  inhabitants  werp 
iBftimated  by  Amico  at  five  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred*.    ,  : 

Cefalu  is  a  place  of  trade.  The  fifhery  on 
its  coaft  is  very  produdlive.  Veflels,  even  of 
^ree  mafts,'are  now  feen  on  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 

^  *  Lex.  Top,  Sic. 
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itii  defcribed  by  Homer,  drawn  upon  rollers 
dtf  ihore,  and  fupported  oh  each  fide  by  (lakes. 

Round  the  town  and  1)efide  the  road,  as  wc 
left  it  on  the  ^th,*  wc  faw  many  olive  trees  t 
nay  the  hills  were  almoft  covered  with  them. 
To  the  left,  we  had  a  view  of  the  mountain 
Madoriia ;  and  before  us  was  the  high  hill  of 
San  Calogero^ 

We  rode  through  the  river  Grande ^  that 
divides  the  province  of  Val  Demone^  which 
we  now  firft  quitted,  from  the  province  Val 
di  Mazara.  On  the  bank  of  all  the  rivers  of 
this  coaft,  we  faw  tall  ftems  of  the  oleander, 
with  its  charming  red  flowers. 

Sicily  is  divided  into  three  provinces :  the 
names  of  which  are  Val  Demone^  Val  di  Ma-^ 
zara^  and  Val  di  Noto. 

We  found  the  country  people  already  bufy 
with  their  wheat  harveft,  and  in  thrafhing  ; 
which  they  perform  after  the  manner  of  the 
anciepts.  Two  oxen,  horfes,  or  mules,  are 
driven  in  a  circular  diredion  over  the  (heaves, 
and  tread  the  grain  from  the  ear.  The  (heaves 
are  fpread  about  a  quarter  of  an  ell  in  height : 
for,  were  they  fpread  thinner,  the  grain  would 
be  crufhpd.     By  this  paeans  the  flraw  becomes 

foft^ned  J 
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foftened ;  and,  though  it  is  of  a  much  ftronger 
texture  than  with  us,  yet  from  this  kind  of 
thraftiing  it  affords  pleafant  fodder  for  cattle. 

Among  the  wild  plants,  I  faw  the  dark  red 
Jbabiofa  of  our  gardens,  and  a  whole  field  of 
hyflbp  growing.  The  day  before  I  had  feen. 
Sit  San  Stefanoy  wild  cucumbers  in  bud,  which 
were  not  eaten*  The  flax  likewife  grows  wild 
in  both  kingdoms.  Great  quantities  of  a 
beautiful  clear  red  pink  *,  of  the  fame  colour, 
as  our  little  wild  pink  f ,  but  as  large .  as  the 
fingle  garden  pink  of  this  fpecies,  are  now  in 
flower. 

About  noon  on  the  4th,  we  arrived  at  7ir* 
mhii ;  and,  as  we  left  the  town,  we  pafled 
over  the  bridge  of  the  river  Termini  Gluvc- 
rius  fuppofe?  this  to  be  the  Hitnera;  after 
which  the  ancient  town  of  Himera  was  fo 
called. 

We  were  defirous  to  difcover  the  fpot  on 
which^  it  flood.  Cluverius  places  it  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  Termini :  but  the  ground 
confifts  of  fteep  rocky  hilk,  on  which  it  would 
h^ve  been  diflficult  to  build  a  large  town  like 
Himera  ;  which  Pindar  calls  the  mighty.  The 
fpage  feern^  infufficient.     Neither  do  I  find 
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any  height  on  which  t)iQ  army  of  the,  Cartha- 
^ians  encamped,  .  I  was  led  to  believe  for 
a  moment  that  the  town  was  built  in  the  valley 
through  which  the,  river  flows,  and  where 
the  gardens  of  the  people^  of  Termini  now 
arc:  bat  I  was  foon  informed  that  this  valley 
isfubje^  to  great  inundattons,  I  tlierefofe 
think  the  opinion  of  Amico  probable,  who 
iiippofts  the  river  (?r^:?«^^  to  he  the  Bifmra^ 
and  tfee  ancient  town  to  have  been  built  on 
its^^b£i^ks«  / 

*;iThig  writer  like  wife  fupports  the  opinion 
of  the  ancients;  which  held  the  rvw  tx  Salfo^ 
th^^empries  itfdf '  into  the  fea  near  Alicdta^ 
and  tijat  was  likewiie  called  the  Himira^  to 
Jiave>aHfen  from  ^he  iamefource  as  the  other 
Himer^i*  This  fburcci  he  adds,  rife$jbut  of 
the  high  mountains  csEMadonia :  yvhtre  it  di- 
vides itfelf  into  two  branches.  The  moun-«r 
tarns?  Bff  Maidonia  are  very  high :»  whence  you 
may  eafily  fuppofe  the  liver  to  be  divided  in-r 
to  two^randi^.  :  The  Rhone,  the  Reufs,  and 
dale  Tefin,  all  rife  Qut  of  the  Qothkrd,  near 
taicfa  other:  althdugh  the  Rhone  empties  it-^ 
fdf  into  the  Mediterranean,  the  Reufe  through 
ihe  Rhine  into  the  North  fea,  ^d  the  Tefip 
^hroiigh  th?  Pp^  -into   the   Adriatic^     Thus, 

'  -  like- 
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iikfewife,  tKe  Adda^  which  mingles  with  the 
Po,  rtfes  ia  the  glaciers  of  Bernini,  in  the 
country  of  the  Grifons,  near  the  Inn ;  which^ 
running  into  the  Danube,  empties  itfelf  into  thfe 
Black  Tea ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  a  third 
ftream  was  pointed  out  to  me,  feventeea  years 
ago,  which,  flowing  to  the  Rhine,  is  thus , 
emptied  into  the  North  fea. 

The  ancients  appear  to  have  been  furprifed 
that  the  waters  of  the  fouth  Himera  fhouldbc 
ialt,  and  thofe  of  the  north  fre(h ;  but  there  is 
nothing  wonderful  in  It,  if  we  may  believe 
Amico ;  who  tells  us  that  there  are  fait  fpringr^ 
which  run  into  the  river  Salfo  near  the  an- 
cient Enna  *  :  the  prefent  Cajlro  Giovamiu 

According  to  Thucydides,  Himera  was  peo- 
pled from  Z ancle :  or  Meffina.  The  colonifta, 
who  followed  Euclides,  Simos,  and  Saco,  were 
joined  by  others  from  Syracufe  ;  from  which 
city  many  were  driven  by  an  oppof^e  fadiom 
The  language  of  Himera  was  a  mixture  of 
the  Chalcidenfian  and  Doric  dialects.  Meflina 
was  a  colony  from  Chalcis,  in  Euboca,  and 
Syracufe  from  Corinth  :  but  the  Corinthians 
were  of  Doris,  and  the  Doric  laws  prevailed 
in  Himera*.  X 

-    ''-  ♦Lex.  Top.  Sic/         '     .-■         ' 

The 
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The  poet  Stefichorus  was  a  native  of  Hl^ 
mcra ;  to  whom  we  are  indebted  fcr  the  beai> 
,ti£ul  fable  of  the  horfe,  that  loft  his  freedom 
becaufe  he  called  on  man  for  help  againft  the 
flag.  It  has  been  charmingly  given  by  Ho- 
race, and  La  Fontaine :  each  in  his  peculiar 
way.  It  was  invented  by  the  Greek  poet,  to 
exhort  his  fellow  citizens  to  concord  j  and  to 
warn  them  againft  the  atribitious  defigns  of 
Phalaris,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum.  Ac- 
cording to  the  teftimony  of  the  andients,  Ste- 
fichorus w^s  a  great  poet ;  and  his  daughter 
inherited  his  talents. 

It  was  in  the  time  of  Phalaris  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Himera,  being  called  on  for  aid  by  a 
party  of  the  divided  Rhegium,  treacheroufly 
feized  on  this  town. 

Himera  was  fubjeft  to  different  tyrants.  It 
was  befieged  by  the  Carthaginians,  when  go- 
verned by  Theron  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum. 
As  one  of  the  moft  famous  vidories  of  Greece 
was  gained  under  its  walls,  by  which  the  fate 
and  the  freedom  of  Sicily  were  favourably  de- 
cided, permit  me  to  jgiveyou  the  account  of  it 
froxn  Dipdorus,.        •  .-        '  -      ■ 

"  The  Carthaginians  promifed  Xerxes  that, 
*'  at  the  time  when  he  ihould  invade  Greece, 
X ; I  "  they 
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•*  they  would  feize  on  the  Greek  towns  of  Si- 
**  cily.  Having  armed  themfelves  for  the  war^ 
*'  they  fent  Hamilcar,  a  very  confiderable 
*^  leader,  on  this  expedition  *.  '  He  took  fhiph* 
"  ping  from  Carthage  with  three  hundred 
•*  thoufand  foldiers,  two  thoufand  galleys  of 
"  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  tranfports ;  and 
*'  loft  his  cavalry  and  chariots  by  a  ftorm. 
•*  Having  reached  the  port  of  Panortnus  (the 
**  prefent  Palermo)  he  gloried  in  having  ended 
"  the  war :  fearful  till  then  that  the  fea  would 
*^  fave  the  Sicilians* 

"  When  he  had  refted  three  days,  to  refrelh 
^*  Ills  army  and  repair  his  (hips,  he  marched 
**  againft  Himera ;  while  his  fleet  proceeded 
*'  along  the  coaft*  He  encamped  before  Hi- 
*'  mera,  and  drew  his  fhips  on  fhore :  where 
•*  he  furrounded  them  with  a  deep  moat,  and 
"  a  wall  of  wood.  He  fortified  his  camp  ex- 
"  aftly  facing  the  town,  and  extended  it  from 
*^  the  ftation  of  his  fliips  to  the  hills  whic^ 
•*  overlook  the  town  ;  of  the  weftern  fide  of 
"  which  he  was  thus  wholly  poflefled.     He 

*  This  Hamilcar  mull  not  be  confounded  with  the 
Jffeat  Hamilcar  Barcas,^  the  father  of  Hanijiibal.  The 
Hamilcar  here  mentioned  lived  abo^  two  hundred  years 
before  Barcas.  . 

"  em- 
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^^  employed  the  flowcrof  the  army  in  repellirig 
,**  the  falU^  of  the  bfefieged ;  many  of  whom 
**  he  idUed^  and  threw  Hiraerainto  great  con- 
-?^  ftemation. 

!  •'  Theron,  who  tnhd  in  Agrigentum,  and 
'^  who  defeiided  Himera  with  a  donfiderable 
**  force,  b^an  to  be  alarmed;  and  fentto  Gelo, 
his  fon-in-law  at  Syracufe,  for  immediate 
aid.  Gelo  had  already  armed ;  and,  when 
he  heard  that  the  courage  of  Himefa  Was 
funk,  he  marched  with  fifty  thoufand  foot 
**  and  five  thoufand  horfe  to  its  relifef.  For 
^  the  fecurity  of  his  camp,  he  profited  by  the 
**  fituation  of  the  country ;  and  fent  all  his 
**  caralry  againft  the  difperfed  foragers  of  the 
"foe,  of  whom  he  made  more  than  ten  thou-^ 
**  fand  prifoners. 

*'  The  fame  of  Gelo  revived  the  courage  of 
the  befieged  ;  and  he  fought  a  favourable 
opportunity  when  he  might  furprife  the  Car- 
thaginians, and  deffroy  them  by  ftratagem* 
"  He  learned  that  Hamilcar  had  fet  a  day 
*^  apart  for  a  folemn  facrifice,  to  Neptune ;  and 
**  that  this  ceremony  was  to  be  performed  at 
"  the  ftation  of  the  fhips.  A  horfeman  like- 
**  wife  brought  him  a^meflenger,  whom  he  had 
"  taken  prifoner,  who  bore  letters  from  the 

7  ♦*  Se^ 
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*^  SeUnuntii  to  Hamilcar  ;  in  which  they  pro- 
"  mifed  him  that  the  cavalry  he  defired  fliould 
^^  be  fenti  on  the  day  he  had  appointed. 

"  This  day  was  the  fame  on  which  the  Car-» 
**  thaginian  general  was  to  perforni  his  facri- 
"  fice  5  and  Gelo  fent  a  body  of  horfe,  which 
^^-at  break  of  day  was  to  ride  immediately  in- 
•'  to  the  ftation  of  the  (hips  of  Hamilcar,  as 
*^  if  they  were  th^  expeded  SeliHuntn  :  com* 
^'  mending  them,  as  foon  as  they  were  within 
^*  the  wooden  wall,  to  kill  Hamilcar^  and  fet 
*'  fire  to  the  (hips.  He  likewife  placed  fpies 
**  on  a  neighbouring  hill,  who  were  to  give  a 
**  token,  as  foon  as  the  cavalry  had  entered  the 
^'  fliip  ftation  ;  and  this  token  early  in  the 
"  morning  he  waited  for,  at  the  head  of  his 
**  armyk 

"  The  cavalry  was  admitted  without  fuf^ 
*'  picion,  by  the  Carthaginian  guards,  and 
**  killed  Hamilcar  at  the  facrificCj  arid  ftt  fire 
*'  to  the  fleeti  The  fpies  gave  the  fignal>  Gelo 
*'  led  his  whole  army  againft  the  fenemy^a 
**  camp  in  battle  array,  and  the  Carthaginians 
**  faced  him  boldly^  and  fought  dcurageoufly. 
"  The  trumpets  of  the  Siciliansj  and  of  the 
**  Carthaginians^  and  the  war  ttf  of  bt>th  a^• 
^^  mies,  refounded  with  emulative  din*     Vic- 

Vou  III.  E  e  tory 
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"  tory  remained  doubtful:  but,  when  the  flamed 
"  of  the  fhips  began  to  rife,  and  meflengers 
**  announced  that  Hamilcar  was  flain,  the  in- 
*•  creafing  ccnirage  of  the  Syracufans  raged 
•'  anew  againft  the  difpirited  enemy,-who  took 
*^  to  flight*  Gelo  commanded  that  all  fliould 
*  •  be  put  to  the  fword ;  and  above  a  hundred 
*^  and  fifty  thoufand  Carthaginians  were  flain. 
•^  The  remainder  withdrew  to  a  favourable 
*^  fituafion,  and  efeaped  being  feized  by  the 
**  Sicilians :  but  the  want  of  water  obliged 
•*  them  to  furrender  to  the  vigors. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  refounded  after  a  vic- 
•^  tory  fo  famous,  from  the  fubtlety  of  the 
ftratagem  employed,  the  multit^ide  of  the 
flain,  and  the  great  number  of  the  prifoners* 
He  was  equalled  to  Themiftocles :  nay  fome 
•^  maintained  that  the  -  Greeks  were  indebted 
***  10  Gelo  for  the  vjdtory  of  Satainis ;  for  that 
•*^  the  battle  of  Himera  had  raifed  the  courage 
**  of  IJhe  Greeks,  and  had  taught  them  not  to 
**  be  terrified  by  the  vaft  multitudes  of  a  bar- 
**  batons  enemy,.  The  yanquiflied  Xerxes 
^  withdrew,  with  many  of  his  thoufands.  Of 
^  the  Carthaginians  fearcely  a  meffenger  ef- 
*^  caped*- 
"  t)n  the  Very  day  tfhat  Gdo  gamed  this 

^*  great 
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^^  great  battle,  Leomdas,  with  his  heroic  band 
**  of  Spartans^  fell  at  Thermopylae:  asiffome 
**  God  had  ordained  that  themoft  f^imous  vie- 
"  tory  and  the  moft  glorious  defeat  of  which 
"  the  Greeks  could  boaft  fhould  happen  at 
'*  the  fame  time*." 

This  battle  was  fought  in  the  firft  y^ar  of 
the  75th  Olympiad,  497  years  before  the  birth 
ofChrift. 

Theron  governed  Himera  in  the  perfon  of 
his  foD,  Thrafydseus,  and  ruled  oppreffively. 
The  people  fent  to  Hiero,  the  firft  of  the 
name,  who,  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Ge- 
lo,  had  fuccceded  him  in  poxver  :  ptomifing 
him  to  furrender  the  town,  and  fight  with  him 
againft  Theron ;  who  intended  to  make  war  on 
Hiero.  But  Hiero,  being  reconciled  to  The- 
ron, betrayed  to  him  the  offers  of  the  people 
t)f  Himera :  many  of  whom,  after  Theron 
had  learned  the  truth,  he  put  to  death. 

To  repeople  the  town^  Theron  gave  the 
right  of  citizenfhip  to  the  Dorians,  and  others, 
whofe  inclinations  led  them  thithen  Thrafy- 
dseus  fucceeded  his  father,  in  the  goyemment 

YBvtiai  mv  re  xaT^irw  vikvv,  xai  rnv  siibioTariw  hrrav.     Diod» 
lib.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  420. 
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of  Agrigentum  and  Himera  ;  which,  with  hi^ 
life,hefoon  loft'^. 

The  people  of  Himera  were  only  fuffered 
to  live  fifty-eight  years  in  concord  and  prof- 
pcrity,  with  their  new  aflbciates,  before  they 
were  again  befieged  by  the  Carthaginians  ; 
under  a  leader  named  Hannibal,  who  had 
taken  and  deftroyed  Selinus,  feventy-one  years 
after  they  had  been  delivered  by  Gelo.  They 
defended  thcmfelves  with  great  courage; 
though  many  of  the  citizens-  had  fled,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  to  Syracufe. 

A  fleet  of  five-and-thirty  galleys  from  Sy- 
racufe,  that   was  coming   to    their  aid,  ap- 
peared in  fight,  juft  as  apart  of  the  walls  fell 
before  the  battering  rams  of  the   Carthagi- 
nians ;  and  the  town  was  taken*     The  Car- 
thaginians maflacred  them  without  pity,  till 
Hannibal  commanded  them  to  preferve  their 
prifoners.     Himera  was  then  plundered  ;  and 
Hannibal  fuffered  the  temples  firft  to  be  ftrip- 
ped  and  then  burned,  after  he  had  emptied 
them  erf  the  fugitives.       Thus  Himera  was 
razed  to  the  grounid,  in  the  4th  year  of  the 
ninety-fecond  Olympiad,  409   years    before 
Cbrift,  after  it  had  been  built  240  years.  The 

*  Diod.  p.  144. 
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women  and  children  were  difperfed  among 
the  army  :  but  the  men  imprifoned,  to  the 
number  of  three  thoufand,  were  led  by  Han- 
nibal' to  the  place  where  Hamilcar,  his  grand- 
father, had  been  killed,  and  there  they  were 
fcourged  and  put  to  death*. 

Two  years  afterward,  at  a  diftance  from 
the  late  Himera,  the  Carthaginians  founded 
a  new  town ;  which,  from  the  warm  fprings 
that  rife  there,  was  called  Therma-hydata: 
warm  water  :  and  Therma-hydata-ETimeraa : 
warm  Himerian  water.  In  one  of  his  orations 
againft  Verres,  Cicero  informs  us  that,  after  the 
deftrudlion  of  Himera,  the  remaining  citi?ensi 
meaning  no  doubt  thofe  who  had  fled  with 
their  wives  and  children  to  Syracufe,  repaired 
to  this  new  town.  After  the  conqueft  of  Car- 
thage, when  Scipio  reftored  to  different  towns 
of  Sicily  the  things  of  which  they  had  been 
plundered  by  the  ('arthaginians,  he  likewife 
fent  back  the  Thermatanian  flatues,  which  had 
formerly  embelUflied  Himera ;  and,  among 
others,  the  ftatue  of  the  poet  Stefichorus, 

The  fprings,  from  which  the  town  took  its 
name,  are  very  hot ;  and  were  remarkable  for 
their  healthy  efTefks.     According  to  the  fables 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  588. 
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of  the  aacieats,  the  Nymphs,  at  the  defire  of 
Minerva,  had  given  them  their  origin,  for 
the  benefit  of  Hercules* 

The  town,  Termini,  did  not  acquire  the 
rank  which  Himera  had  maintained  :  yet  it 
was  early  efteemed  one  of  the  confiderable 
towns  of  Sicily.  Amico  ftates  the  number  of 
its  ii)habltants  to  be  eight  thoufand  feyen  hun-f 
dred. 

On  our  prefent  journey,  toward  the  land, 
inftead  pf  woody  mountains,  we  generally 
faw  naked  heights  ;  between  which  and  the 
lea  corn,  wine,  and  oU,  are  cultivated.  The 
high  budding  branches  of  the  aloe  were  ua-^ 
jfolding  their  gaudy  flowers.  This  plant  is 
^s  common  here  as  the  ca&us  opuntia],  both 
of  which,  in  Sicily,  ferve  to  enclpfg  ^nd 
jbedge  the  lands. 

^  The  promontory,  Mwfe  Gerbwd^  poflefles 
pi^Hrefque  beauties,  vvhich  would  t>e  greater 
\vere  it  not  fo  naked.  The  wine  th^t  is  pro- 
duced at  Its  feet  is  generous  ;  and,  forbidde^i 
as  H  is  to  MulEilmen,  it  muft  have  met  with 
theit  approbation :  for  the  name  Gerbitiy  which 
the  Sarafcens  gave  the  promontory,  in  Arabic 
fignifies  a  Wim  calk.  It  is  likewife  called  the 
promontory  pf^^ara/^^,. 

^  Before 
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feefbre  we  reached  the  promontory,  we 
faw  a  multitude  of  fifliing  boats  in  the  fea^ 
that  were  employed  in  the  tunny  fifliery.  We 
defcended,  rowed  toward  them,  and  went  on 
board  one  of  the  boats,  that  we  might  vie^ 
this  fpedacle.  Numerous  fi(hing  boats,  in  foul: 
divifions,  had  ftationed  themfelve«  round  a 
large  and  ftrong  net.  One  large  boat,  in  whick 
there  might  be  about  a  hundred  lifhermen, 
took  in  a  whole  fide  of  the  net.  Thefe  men 
were  all  employed  at  once  in  drawing  it 
toward  their  fide,  and  in  gradually  approach- 
ing the  boats  that  were  ftationed  oppofite-  td 
them.^  No  fifh  at  £rft  were  hear4  in  the  yet 
deep  nets  :  fear  no  doubt  occafioned  them  to 
be  quiet :  but  by  degrees  their  alarm  increafed> 
and  they  fwam  fearfully  and  rapidly  round 
in  a  circle.'  Their  terror  was  heightened  by  the 
fiftiermen ;  who  fhouted,  to  prevent  any  of 
them  from  fp ringing  over  the  net  a»defcap- 
ing  between  the  boats.  As  they  felt  tfeem- 
felves  more  imprifoned,  their  diftrefs  became 
more  boifterous.  They  fprang,  ipl^fliitig  up^ 
•filling  the  mouth  of  the  net  with  white  froth, 
and  dafhing  the  water  over  the  boats  with  a 
loud  noife. 

Among  thefe  tunny  fifli  fome  were  as  lai^ 
£e4  as 
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us  dolphins.  The  fiflieririen  ftruck  the  up- 
permoft  with  long  poles,  that  were  armed 
with  iron  hooks  ;  and,  when  they  had  drawn 
their  booty  near  the  boat,  they  ftruck  others 
with  the  fhort  pointed  hooks,  and  thus  drew 
them  on  board  ;  fo  that  the  water  was  tinged 
with  blood*  At  laft,  juft  as  the  net  was  drawn 
up,  feveral  of  the  fifliermen  jumped  into  the 
chamber  of  death  j  for  fo  they  call  the  net  at 
this  moment ;  and  began  to  kill  the  remainder, 
They  fuppofed  they  had  taken  about  a  hun*- 
dred  fifli ;  the  weight  of  which  they  eftimated 
at  a  hundred  cantari  *. 

:  The  fifhing  being  over,  we  were  rowed 
toward  the  inn  to  which  w^e  had  fent  our 
mules.  A  hot  fcirocco  wind  blew,  the  inn  was 
wretched,  and  we  were  very  glad  at  receiv- 
ing an  invitsftion,  from  a  fteward  of  the  Mar-i^ 
fhtfe  Santa  Croce^  tq  dine  in  the  neighbouring 
palace  of  the  abfent  poffeflbr.  He  gave  us 
fome   of  the  country  wine ;  of  which  that 

^  The  cantaro  contains  loo  rotoli :  the  rotoh  is,  to  a 
Hamburgh  pouncl,  aa  6677  to  10,080;  and,  to  the  pound 
of  Cologne,  as  6677  ^^  97  ^S-  '^hc  weight  of  the 
largeft  tunny  ^(h  of  the  prefect  draught  was  fuppofc^ 
to  be  3  cantari  t  but,  according  to  the  fifhernaen's  ac- 
count, a  t^nny  filh  will  frequently  weigh  from  6  tP  7  can- 

which 
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which  had  been  kept  a  year  was  good,  but 
that  which  was  nine  years  old  was  excellent. 
He  likewife  fupplied  us  with  beds,  and  cool 
chambers ;  where  we  repofcd  during  the  heat 
of  the  day. 

In  moft  of  the  palaces  of  the  grandees  in 
Naples  and  Sicily,  there  are  large  chambers 
that  are  unfumifhed.  Thefe  great  building 
are  left  empty,  and  defolate,  becaufe  they  are 
feldom  inhabited  by  their  owners-  Many  a 
Barone  dies  without  having  vifited  his  e^e. 
This  palace  was  beautiful,  and  handfomely 
furniftied  :  for  it  was  frequently  vifited  by  the 
poffeflbr. 

Adjoining  the  promontory  of  Monte  Ger^ 
iinoy  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  hill  Alfano^  the 
fortrefs  of  Solanto  Hands.  Here  once  itood 
the  ancient  town  of  Solus:  or  Solentum: 
Xe^oei^  XoAas^  It  was  firft  a  principal  colony 
of  the  Phoenicians  ;  and  afterward  of  the  Car- 
thaginians. It  is  mentioned  by  Hecatasus ;  a 
writer  of  the  time  of  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyf- 
tafpes*.  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  Sicilian 
nobleman,  named  Lancelotto  Cajlello^  defcribed 
the  remains  of  Solus ;  and  about  two  hundred 
^ears  before  him  Fazello  did  the  fame* 

"^  Cluv.  Sic.  Ant, 

AGqr- 
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A  German  mile  on  this  fide  Palermo,  or 
tlvcrcabout,  we  came  to  the  palace  of  Prince 
P^dagonia  ;  fo  celebrated  for  its  fantaftic  deco- 
rations *.  Its  former  pofleiTor  is  d^ad  ;  and 
his  fucceffor,  the  prefent  owner,  was  his  half 
brother  and  fon-in-law.  Though  many  of 
the  monfters  are  removed,  yet  the  whole  .of 
the  flat  roof  and  the  enclofed  court  are  dif- 
figured  by  odious  abfurdities.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  Horace,  they  may  be  called  the 
dream^s  of  the  lick;  and  the  dreams  of  the 
fick  cut  in  ftone,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  are 
very  difgufting :  efpeciajly  as  the  imagination 
of  the  inventor  was  as  barren  as  his  tafte  was 
depravedt  As  he  was  denied;  the  merit  of 
variety  in  unity,-  by  which  the  beautiful  is 
charaderized,  he  was  defirous  to  fatiate  his  ia- 
ordinate  caprice  by  the  number  of  its  objects. 
His  wretched  ideas  have  been  executed  by 
artifts  worthy  of  their  employer. 

Within  the  walls  there  are  only  fome  cham-^ 
bers  remaining  furniflied  as  they  were  in  tha 
time  of  the  late  prince.  It  grieved  me  to  fee 
tjie  houfe  inhabited,  efpecially  by  children  : 
£ot  it  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  an  e^rly  f^ 
miliarity  with  fuch  naufeous  abortions,  of  a 
*  See  Brydone's  Tour :  vol.  ii*  letter  22.    T, 
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limited  and  lunatic  brain,  muft  produce  an  in-^ 
Jurious  eficd  on  the  tender  organs  of  child* 
Jiood. 

The  fituation  of  the  palace  and  ita  gar4eii 
is  very  gloomy ;  as  likewife  are  the  fituation| 
of  feveral  palaces  and  gardens  that  we  faw 
on  the  road.  The  gardens  did  not  become 
pleafant  till  we  approached  Palermo. 

We  had  a  broad  high  road  from  Termini 
tp  this  principal  city  of  the  tfland ;  but  th§ 
4uft  and  heat  were  difagreeable.  W«  had  a 
flrong  wind  j  but  it  cai^e  loaded  with  th«  hot 
y appurs  of  Africa* 


I-  E  T  T  E  R     LXXXVIL 

P^Icraio,  9th  June  1792. 

JtALERMO  is  built  on  a  cape  that 
unites  the  weftward  mountains  with  the  pro- 
montory of  Pelegrino  j  which  extends  itfelf 
and,  with  the  promontory  of  Zafiarana  toward 
the  eaft,  forms  a  bay.  It  is  remadcable  that 
pioft  of  the  promontories  of  this  north  coaft 
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of  Sicily  confift  of  hills,  that  are  conne^fled 
with  the  mountains  by  inferior  capes ;  and 
that  they  appear  at  a  diftance  as  detached 
mountains  ;  and  frequently  like  thofe  of  the 
Lipari  ifl^,  that  rife  out  of  the  fea. 

The  founders  of  the  ancient  town  are  un- 
certain. PanormuSj  the  fontier  name  of  Pa- 
lermo, fignifies  in  the  Greek  a  great  haven  ; 
and,  as  the  haven  of  this  place  is  large  and 
excellent-,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it 
was  thus  named  by  the  Greeks* :  though  it 
has  been  differently  interpreted,  and  it  is  un- 
certain whether  the  Greeks,  and  of  what  tribe, 
were  its  firft  inhabitants.  I  conjedure  that 
the  Phocenfes,  who,  as  Thucydides  tells  us, 
after  having  befieged  and  taken  Troy  with  the 
other  Greeks,  were  firft  driven  by  a  ftorm  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  and  afterward  failed  over 
to  Sicily,  either  founded  this  town  or,  after 
having  expelled  thq  ancient  inhabitants,  gave 
it  the  name  it  boref, 

•  Dipdorus  fays  of  Pyrrhus :  *Ev&vi  wev  kct  t>iv  rZt 
ILcvcf/wTttv  woXiv,  EXiiC'av  ?a/jteva  xaTOaroif  ruv  xara  mv  SueAiov, 

Pyrrhus  landed  at  the  city  of  the  Panormites,  which 
had  the  beft  haven  of  all  the  towna  of  Sicily  5  whence 
it  derived  its  name.  Lib.  xxii.  voL  ii.  p.  498,  cd,  WcfleU 

t  Thuc.  lib.vL  p.  378. 
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Thucydides  adds — "  After  many  of  the 
"  Greek  fliips  had  arrived,  the  Phoenicians 
*'  forfook  mod  of  their  places  ;  and  fettled  in 
**  Motya^  Solus ^  and  Panormus^  near  to  the  Ely^ 
**  mi ;  depending  on  their  alliance  with  th^fe 
"  people,  and  their  vicinity  to  the  Carthagi- 
**  nians." 

It  was  between  four  and  five  hundred  years 
after  the  deftrudion  of  Troy  that  the  firft 
Greek  colonies  came  to  Sicily*;  and  the  Phoe- 
nicians gave  place  to  them  as  their  numbers 
rendered  them  powerful.  They  might  at  that 
time  have  been  fome  centuries  in  poffeffion  of 
Solus,  and  Panormus  ;  and  have  taken  them 
from  the  Phocenfes.  It  was  a  hundred  and 
fixty  years  after  the  founding  of  Naxus,  the 
firft  of  the  Greek  colonies,  and  in  the  fiftieth 
Olympiad,  before  Motya  was  inhabited  by  the 
Greeks  of  Cnidos,  from  Caria*.  But  it  was 
foon  afterward  taken  pofleflion  of  by  the  Afia- 
tic^  and  African,  or  Carthaginian,  Phoenicians 

*  We  Ihould  remember  that,  when  the  ancients  fpeak 
of  the  Greek  colonies  in  Sicily,  they  always  mean  thofe 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the  oracle 
of  Apollo,  fettled  in  Naxus,  and  Syracufe  \  and  not  of 
the  Greeks  of  a  much  earlier  age,  -    ^  ' 

in 
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in  common.  We  learn,  from  the  oratidrii  tf 
Cicero  againft  Vfeites,  that  JPanormus  enjoyfed 
great  privileges  under  the  Romans.  In  a  lettef 
from  this  city  to  the  Emperor  Adrian,  it  calls 
kfelf  ^  republic ;  and  though  this  Word  does 
toot  always  fignify  complete  independanee,  for 
Tacitus  like^?vife  calls  Neapolis  a  republic,  ftill 
it  denotes  extraordinary  privileges.  Under 
the  Aiabs^  this  place  was  the  refidencc  of  the 
£mtr  Chbir  :  that  is  the  chi^f  governoi^  of  the 
Sukan  of  Kgypt.  The  other  Emirs^  or  Go* 
vemors,  were  at  all  times  fubjeft  to  the  Emif 
Cbiir.     The  Arabs  called  this  city  Balirmui 

Paiermo  is  regularly  built*  It  is  divided 
Sato  four  nearly  equal  parts  by  two  principal 
ftreets^that  crofs  each  other,  that  are  equal  ill 
dieir  breadth,  and  that  would  be  beautiful^  if 
tfic  houfeswarc  better  built.. 
.  According  to  an  excellent  cuflom  of  Italy 
and  Sicily,  each  window  has  its  balcony,  with 
993;  iron  ndHo^.  In  warm  ciimates,  it  is  not 
merely  agreeable,  it  is  abfolutely  heceflaryy  to 
enjoy  the  cool  of  the  evening*  But  fhefe 
balconied  ^o  not  give  the  ftreets  a  good  ap^ 
pearaace :  efpecisdiy  when,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe,  they  are  flop^  without  tafte*     In  long 

ftreets. 
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ftreets,  which  at  the  farther  end  appear  nar- 
row!, you  feem  as  if  you  were  (hut  up  in  an 
iron  cage, 

"  The  city  contains  above  a  hrindred  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Thirty  years  ago,  the  people 
were  numbered  at  one  hundred  and  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fix:*  ;  and,  fince. 
then,  the  population  has  increafed :  but  the 
ufua!  cftimate  of  Palermo,  which  ftates  the 
population  at  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand^ 
is  exaggerated. 

Palermo  is  the  feaf  of  the  vkeroy,  of  the 
Ai'chbifliop,  who  is  primate  of  the  kingdom 
And  chief  of  the  Braccio  Ecclejiq/licoy  or  fpi*« 
ritual  court,  and  of  the  Giudicc  della  Monar^ 
cbia ;  which  is  the  title  of  a  principal  ecelefi- 
aftic,  who  is  the  vice  legate  of  the  Pop^,  and 
nominated  by  the  King.  Roger  the  Secondl 
Count  of  Sicily,  about  the  end  of  the  ele- 
venth century,  was  appointed  by  Pope  Urban 
the  Second  as  the  Papal  legate  in  Sicily; 
When  in  the  year  1 1 29  he  aflumed  the  title  of 
King,  he  continued  in  this  fpiritual  office ;  and 
his  fucc^fFors'  followed  his  example.  It  was 
the  character  of  the'  times  for  Kings  to  con* 
fider  themfelves  as  Honoured  by  being  legates 

*  Amico,  Lex,  Top.  Sic. 
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of  the  Pope ;  and  the  Popes  were  flattered  hf 
fuch  officers.  In  later  times  the  Popes  vvoulci 
willingly  have  deprived  them  of  this  honour  : 
but  the  Kings  of  Sicily  ixislintained  it^  in  di- 
minution of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  whofe 
office  they  fo  well  know  how  to  exercife  a» 
to  leave  his  Holinefs  but  little  influence. 

The  fcirocco  is  felt  in  no  town  in  Italy  fo 
intenfely  as  here.  Thefe  hot  gufts  from  the 
iandy  deferts  of  Africa,  in  pafling  the  fea^  lofe 
much  of  their  power,  before  they  reach  the 
fimthem  parts  of  Sicily :  but  they  colled  new 
ftrength  in  croffing  the  ifland»  About  midday 
a  cooling  fca  breeze  fprings  up :  for  which 
tieaibn  the  morning  in  Palermo  is  hotter  than 
the  noon^ 

The  htlats  ^elt  are  increafed  by  the  hill  P^/-^ 
legrino ;  which  flops  the  burning  vapours  of 
the  fcirocco  in  their  courfe. 

This  mountain  by  the  Greeks  was  called 
Er&a:  i  E^xtw  :  likewife  i  ^EipTLin  i  and  from 
it  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father  of  Hannibal,  op-^ 
pofed  the  Romans  nearly  three  years,  during 
the  firft  Punic  war ;  although  no  town  in  Si-r 
dly  took  part  with  the  Carthaginians. 

The  profpeft  toward  the  fea,  the  Pellegrina^ 
and  the  verdant  plaia  oi  Sfcra  dt  Cavallt^ 

'  which 
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\vhieh  feparates  the  promontory  from  the 
mountains  and  on  the  north-eaft  lide  of  which 
is  the  promontory  of  Zaffarana^  adds  charms 
to  the  city»  Many  gardens,  which  appear  to 
be  better  laid  out  than  thofe  at  a  diftance  from 
Palermo^  afford  agreeable  and  cooling  fhades  ; 
and  particularly  the  large  gardens  on  the  eaft* 
ern  fide  of  a  row  of  country  houfes,  on  the 
way  to  Termini,  which  are  called.  La  Ba-^ 
garia.  They  cheer  the  eye  ;  which,  bold  as 
the  contour  of  the  mountainous  fhore  is,  does 
not  willingly  tepofe  on  thofe  naked  heights.  . 

From  the  terrace  of  an  Arabian  palace,  which  , 
was  built  in  the  ninth  century,  the  whole  city, 
the  fea,  the  promontory,  and  La  Bagariaj  are 
overlooked.  This  palace  is  called  Zha ;  after 
jiaziza^  daughter  of  an  Emir  of  Palermo  ;  to 
^hom  the  other  Emirs  were  fubjed.  The 
daughter,  Jazifza^  married  another  Emit" ;  and 
the  letter  in  which  he  demanded  her  in  mar- 
riage, and  the  anfwer  returned  by  the  father 
'  are  ftill  extant*  Aaziza  lived  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tury ;  and  the  palace  was  repaired  during  the  ' 
iaft. 

Another  palace,  c^Wtdi  Cubba^  b  likewifg  of 
the  Saracen  times  j  and  now  ferves  .as^  a  gar-^ 

Vo;,.  III.  Ff  '        rifon 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


434  TRAVELS  OF 

rifon  for  cavalry  *.  The  sera  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Arabs,  and  of  their  fucceflbrs  the 
Normans,  is  Ihortly  to  be  elucidated.  Six  Ita- 
lian miles  from  the  city,  in  the  library  of  the 
monaftery  of  San  Marti?io^  an  unknown  trea- 
fure  of  the  hiftory  of  this  country  lay;  till, 
about  eight  years  ago,  the  library  w^as  vifited 
by  an  ambaffador  from  Morocco  :  who,  taking 
up  a  manufcript,  difcovered  it  to  bfe  the  hif- 
tory of  the  government  of  the  Arabs,  The 
Abbate  Vella,  a  Maltefe,  who  refides  here 
and  w^ho  being  learned  in  ihe  Arabic  accom- 
panied the  ambaffador,  mentioned  this  difco- 
very;  and',  on  command,,  publifhed  thema-^ 
riufcript,  wkh  an  Italian  tranflation  f .    Tli^re 

*  Cefchichie  der  Araber  in  SicUieny,i\u  th.  f.  9.  10.  I  u 
f  This  work  is  likewife  now  publiftied  in  German ;. 
ttnder  the  title  of  Gefchkhte  der  Araber  in  Sicilien^  und 
Siciliens  unter  der  herrfchaft  der  Araber :  in  gleichzeiiigen 
i4rh linden  von  diefem  volke  felbjl :  aus  dem  Itali'dnifckeny  mit 
anmerhungen  und  zufUtzen  :  von  Philipp  Willhelm  Gotlieb 
H^ujleutner,  In  vier  banden.  That  is  :  A  hiftory  of  the 
Arabs  in  Sicily,  and  of  Sicily  under  the  government  pf  the 
Arabs  j  from  contemporary  documents  of  the  people 
riiemfelves ;  tranflated  from-  the  Italian,  with  additions^ 
and  remarks:  in  four  rolunvcs*    By  Philip  Wil.  Gou 

Hausleutnec^ 
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is  like  wife  the  laft  volume  of  another  manu-, 
fcript,  publifhed  by  him  j  which  contains  the 
letters  of  information  fent  by  an  Arabian  ara- 
baflador,  during  the  Norman  period,  with  the 
anfwers  of  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt. 

Thefe  interefting  documents  will  indubi- 
tably afford  you  pleafure.  What  then  will  be 
your  feelings,  when  I  inform  you  that  this 
Abbate  Vella^pofleffes  an  Arabic  tranflationr 
of  feventeen  of  the  loft  books  of  Livy  ?  the  , 
books  lixty  to  feventy-fix  inclufive ;  in  the 
laft  of  which  only  there  are  Tome  imperfec- 
tions ! 

But  how  came  he  poflefFed  of  this  manu- 
fcript  ?  The  ftory  is  thus  told.  Favray,  a 
French  painter,  who  was  a  Cavaliefe  Serventt 
of  the  order  of  Malta,  through  the  medium^ 
of  the  French  ambaflador,  obtained  permiffion' 
to  meafure  and  take  a  plan  of  the  mofque  of 
Selim  at  Conftantinople  ;  which  was  formerly 
tlie  church  of  Saint  Sophia.  While  employed 
in  this  work,  as  he  ftepped  upon  a  cornice, 
he  fet  his  foot  on  a  roll,  looked  at  it,  faw  \i 
i)^as  a  manufcript,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

When  he  returned  to  Malta,  he  prefentcd^ 
it  to  the  then  Grand  Mafter  :  who  gave  it  to 
the  Abbate  w^th  thefe  words — **  Accept  this 

F  f  2  book. 
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book,  It  will  one  day  render  you  famous." 
Vella  was  aftoniflied  when  he  difcovered  what 
were  the  contents  of  the  work.  A  diforder 
on  the  lungs  occafioned  him  to  make  a  voyage 
to  Sicily ;  and  unwillingly,  at  the  command 
of  the  Grand  Mafter  who  had  been  applied  to 
by  the  King,  be  undertook  the  tranflation  of 
the  two  Arabic  hiftorical  works,  which  has 
hitherto  prevented  him  from  tranflating  Livy. 
Several  perfons  believe  the  tale  of  finding 
l4ivy  to  be  a  romance ;  and  accufe  Vella  of 
having  purloined  a  manufcript  from  the  library 
of  a  monaftery  in  Girgenti.  They  fay  that, 
when  he  was  employed  in  tranflating  his  Ara- 
bic hiftory,  the  monks  in  Girgenti  were  com- 
manded to  furnifli  him  with  all  the  Arabic 
manufcripts  of  their  library.  Among  thefe^ 
he^difcovered  a  large  fragment  of  an  Arabia 
tranflation  of  Livy,  and  fecured  it  forhimfelf :. 
adding  that  the  ftory  of  Favray  as  well  as  of 
die  Grand  Mafter,  who  are  both  dead,  is  all 
invention.  They  likewife  allege  that  this  ma- 
nufcript was  bound  in  th.e  manner  that  dif^ 
ferent  other  manufcripts  of  thefe  times,  to  be 
inet  with  in  Sicily,  are  bound.  It  is  known 
too,  that  the  learned  Arabs  of  all  ag,es  were 
J^ettcr  inflruded  in  Greek  than  in  Roman  lita- 
^  t      ;-  rature  ; 
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.rarture;  and  that  philofophy,  natural  hiftory, 
and  phyfic,  were  highly  efteemed  by  them  :  - 
but   that  they  held  ancient  hiftory  in  little 
^iiimation,  their  own  excepted. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Vella  gives  hopes  that 
the  fixtieth  book  wjill  foon  appear  in  an  Italian 
tranflation :  but  that  he  will  not  publifh  the 
whole  of  the  manufcript,  till  he  has  obtained 
a  fufficient  qumber  of  fubfcribers  to  fecurc 
him  from  lofs. 

I  have  feenthe  manufcript,  but,  as  I  do  not 
underftand  even  the  Arabic  charader,  I  can 
form  no  judgment  concerning  its  authenticity. 
I  advifed  him  to  publifh  the  Italian  tranflation, 
and  then  to  fell  the  Arabic  manufcript  to  fome 
Prince,  or  public  library :  but  he  is  undeter- 
mined* 

Livy  muft  have  fufFered  much  by  any  tranf- 
lation ;  and  how  much  more  by  being  re- 
tranflated !  No  writer  poflTefled  the  grand  talent 
of  preferving  a  noble  and  elevated  ilyle,  and, 
as  the  fubjeft  varied,  to  vary  his  colouring 
without  departing  from  his  dignity,  in  a  higher 
degree  than  Livy.  Ever  the  fame,  yet  ever 
different,  he  appears  as  if  infpired  by  the  very 
fpirit  of  the  times  and  the  events  he  has  to  re- 
cord. He  has  no  peculiarity  of  manner ;  he 
F  f  3  rifes 
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rifes  above  fucli  petty  conftraint ;  and,  like 
Raphael,  poflefles  this  grand  peculiarity  that 
he  has  no  manner. 

Far  as  the  tranflalion  which  this,  or  any 
other  work  after  the  Arabic,  rauft  be  below 
the  original  Latin,  yet,  if  the  manufcript  have 
full  juftice  done  it,  it  will  be  of  great  value. 
The  events  of  a  nation,  whofe  deftiny  had  fo 
powerful  an  influence  over  the  whole  globe, 
arranged  by  Livy,  muft  deferve  our  ferious 
attention.  Many  a  fine  Roman  feature,  it  is 
true,  muft  be  concealed  under  the  double  dra- 
pery firft  of  an  Arabic  and  then  of  a  modern 
drefs :  but,  in  defpite  of  thefe  foreign  folds, 
the  noble  ftep,  and  the  free  motions,  will  be 
diftinguifhable,  as  the  delighted  reader  is  led 
from  event  to  event,  and  confidentially,  Uke 
friend  converfing  with  friend,  is  conduced 
over  the  wrecks  of  ancient  days. 

A  building,  which  was  formerly  a  monas- 
tery of  the  Jefuits,  is  deftined  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Academy  ;  and  the  library,  which  has  only 
been  eight  years  in  collefting,  already  confifts 
of  about  forty  thoufand  volumes.  Father 
Sterzinger,  the  librarian,  a  German,  is  a  man 
of  underftanding,  worth,  and  literature.  The 
library  is  daily  open  for  fome  hours  to  the 

public  J 
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public  ;  and  We  found  many  young  people 
making  extracts.  Father  Elifeo,  from  Naples, 
is  a  man  of  merit,,  as  a  teacher  of  experi- 
mental philofophy.  Father  Piazza,  from  the 
Veltelin  or  Valteline,  an  Italian  province  of 
the  Grifons,  the  teacher  of  aftronomy,  is  the 
friend  and  correfpondent ,  of  Herfchel  and 
De  Lalande  *.  Aided  by  the  celebrated  me- 
chanic and  aftronomer  Ramfded,  of  London, 
he  has  difcovered  an  inftrument  which  has  all 
poflible  advantages  for  obferving  the  ftars  by 
day,  as  well  as  by  night.  He  is  publilhing  a 
defcription,  with  engravings,  of  this  excellent 
inftrument.  My  entire  ignorance  of  aftro* 
nomy,  which  I  contemplate  at  an  awful  dis- 
tance, dilables  me  from  communicating  any 
idea  of  this  inftrument. 

The  anatomical  theatre,  and  the  cabinet  of 

*  This  famous  aftronomer  wrote  to  father  Piazza, 
Nous  venous  de  declarer  la  guerre  \  ce  qui  ti*empechera  ni  nos 
ohfervafions  m  ms  calculs.  *'  We  have  juft  declared  war  ; 
but  this  will  neither  impede  our  obfervations  nor  our  cal- 
culations." 

On  the  day  that  the  people  ftormed  and  deftroyed  the 
Baftile,  De  Lalande  was  at  work  from  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing to  three  in  the  afternoon,  without  intermiflion ;  iin- 
difturbed  by  the  tumult  which,  like  an  ele£lric  (hock, 
was  felt  through  the  whole  kingdom.  This  trait  will  re- 
mind you  of  Archimedes—"  Take  care  of  my  circle  !" 

F  f  4  natural 
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natural  hiftory,  I  confider  as  being  yet  in  their 
infancy  :  though  the  latter  is  remarkable  far 
its  colleftipn  of  fifhes,  which  are  fo  excel- 
lently preferved  as  to  feem  alive. 

Signor  Carelli,  the  fecretary  of  the  Viceroy, 
pofiefTes  an  excellent  colledtion  of  ancient 
coins :  among  which  there  are  feveral  that 
have  hitherto  been  unknown.  Thofe  of  the 
Greek  towns  in  Sicily,  and  among  the  reft  of 
Syracufe,  are  remarkable  for  their  beauty. 
There  is  one  of  Syracufe,  which  has  never 
before  been  difcovered,  having  on  ope  fide 
the  figure  of  Apollo,  and  on  the  other  of  Di- 
ana, of  excellent  workmanfhip. 

There  are  likewife  Punic  coins  in  this  col- 
ledion ;  which  probably  were  ftamped  either 
in  this  city,  in  Sohis  or  in  Motya.  They  conr 
fain  on  one  fide  the  Carthaginian  horfe-head. 

Among  thofe  of  Panormus^  there  are  fome 
that  haye  Greek  Infcriptions  \  which  probably 
,  ipay  be  of  the  period  between  the  end  of  the 
firft  Punic  war  and  the  reign  of  Auguftus. 
This  Emperqr  fent  a  Roman  colony  here} 
and  I  doubt  whether,  after  that  epocha,  great 
as  the  remaining  privileges  of  the  city  were,  it 
ivas  fuffered  to  coin  its  own  money, 

geveral  coins  are  found  the  infcriptions  of 
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which  are  half  Greek,  and  half  Punic  ;  and 
thefe  were  probably  coined  foon  after  the  ex- 
puliion  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  the  Greek 
language  began  to  prevail  on  this  fide  of  Si- 
cily. 

A  fimilar  accident  has  happened  to  the  Si- 
cilian coin3 ;  of  the  Swabian  sera  :  on  which 
the  infcriptiqn  upon  one  fide  is  Arabic,  and 
upon  the. other  Greek.  The  Norman  princes, 
who  immediately  fucceeded  to  the  Saracens, 
permitted  Arabic  infcriptions  on  all  coins. 

It  is  remarkable  that  all  the  coins  of  the 
elder  Dionyfius  have  Punic  infcriptions. 

Some  miles  from  the  city,  the  little  town  of 
Montereale^  which  was  formerly  the  feat  of  an 
Archbiftiop,  is  built  upon  a  hill.  After  the 
death  of  the  laft  Archbifliop,  the  King  joined 
this  fee  with  that  of  Palermo  ;  and,  greatly  re- 
ducing the  revenue,  applied  the  remainder  to 
the  royal  treafury.  The  preceding  Archbiihop 
made  a  fine  high  road  between  the  two  towns; 
which  is  ornamented  with  fountains,  and  fta- 
tues. 

The  cathedral  of  Montereale  is  an  old 
Gothic  building ;  the  altar  of  which,  at  the 
cxpence,  of  the  fame  Archbiihop,  Tefta,  i$ 

richly 
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richly  embellilhed  with  filver  ftatues,  and  fil- 
ver  medallions  of  embofled  work. 

The  road  enjoys  a  very  pleafant  profpedt  of 
the  gardens  among  the  hills,  which  form  a 
circular  valley,  and  of  the  fea. 

A  large  botanical  garden  has  been  planted, 
feme  years,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Palermo ;  in 
which  i  became  acquainted  with  the  papyrus. 
The  Mu/a  Paradifiaca  blooms  and  bears 
fruit;  and  its  flowers  refemble  thofe  which 
we  call  the  great  imperial  crown.  I  here  f(^ 
the  firft  time  faw  feveral  beautiful  plants. 

A  ftrufture  is  now  building,  under  the  in- 
fpeflion  of  the  architeft  Du  Fournay,  which 
is  defigned  for  a  public  fchool  of  botany.  It 
is  almoft  finiflied ;  and  is,  in  many  of  its 
parts,  an  imitation  of  the  ancient  Greek  ar- 
chitefture  in  Sicily.  Whether  this  high  ftyle 
be  proper  for  a  fmall  building,  whether  the 
pillars  and  the  cupola  are  in  proportion,  and 
whether  pilafters  which  like  pillars  are  tapered 
toward  the  extremity  produce  a  good  efFed:, 
are  doubts  which  my  .want  of  knowledge  will 
not  permit  me  to  decide  upon. 

Near  this  is  another  public    garden  called 

the  Flora ;  where  there  are  fhady  walks  and 

4  charming 
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charming  flirubs,  with  a  profped  toward  the 
fea.  It  ei;nbelliflies  the  Corfo )  which  is  held 
between  this  garden  and  the  fea.  Here  I  firft: 
faw  the  Patientia ;  a  beautiful  tall  tree,  which 
feems  to  me  greatly  to  refemble  the  afh"^* 

On  the  fpot  where  now  this  pieafant  gar- 
den flourifties,  •  formerly,  the  poor  wretches 
that  were  condemned  by  the  Inquifition  were 
executed.  ; 

The  reigning  King  has  delivered  Sicily 
from  this  horrible  tribunal.  It  is  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  that  the  peo-^ 
pie,  though  very  religious,  have  ardently  and  ob- 
ftinately  rellfted  the  introdudlicMi  of  that  court. 

Under  the  word  Palermo^  in  the  E?icyclo^ 
fedie^  we  read  the  following  account  of  this 
great  city. 

Palerme,  ville  detruite  en  Sicile^  dans  It 

val  de  Ma^%ara^  avec  un  archeveche  et  im 

petit  port.     Palerme^  avant  fa  deftru£tion  par 

un  tremblement  de  terre^  difputoit  a  MeJJine  ie 

rang  de  capitak.     Elk  ix.oiX.  Jit uee  fur  la  cote 

feptenlriojiale  f. 

I  think 

*  Melia  Azedarach  folus  bipi/maiis. 
f  Palermo,     h  dejlroyed  city  of  Sicily,  in  the  valley 
^f  Mazzara  •,  with  an  archbifhoprick,  ^nd  a  fmall  haven* 

Palermo, 
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I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  throw  a  little 
light  on  xhAsfagacious  paflage. 

Palermo  was  fcarcely  ever  a  larger  city 
than  it  is  at  prefent :  for  its  inhabitants  are  at 
leaft  a  hundred,  and  probably  a  hundred  and 
twenty,  thoufand  in  number. 

Its  haven,  the  capacioufnefs  of  which  the 
Greek  word  Panonnus  denoted,  has  been  ren- 
dered a  little  haven  by  no  earthquake ;  and 
t\i\%  fearful  earthquake,  which  dcjlroyed  the 
Jown,  can  be  no  other  than  that  which  hap- 
pened in  1726  ;   when  a  few  houfe$  felK 

Palermo  maintains  the  rank  of  the  principal 
cify :  although  Meffina  has  at  all  times  con- 
tended, and  will  contend  for  this  rank ;  and 
has  for  centuries  been  ftyled  by  the  King,  in 
his  official  documents,  MeJ/ina^  Capo  del  Reg^ 
no:  or  capital  of  the  kingdom. 

Palermo  is  not  only,  without  doubt;,  the. 
largeft  city  in  Sicily  but  is  one  of  the  largeft 
and  moft  beautiful  cities  of  Europe  :  although 
the  Encyclopedie  denies  its  exiftence. 

Our  friends,  the  Meffieurs  Von  Droft,  from 

Palermo,  before  its  defiruBion  by  an  Earthquake,  difput^d 
the  rank  of  capital  with  MefTma.  It  njoas  fituated  on  tlie 
north  coaft. 

7         ^      .  Miinfter, 
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Miinfter,  with  whom  we  became  acquainted 
at  Naples,  are  arrived  in  the  packet  boat  that 
regularly  pafles  between  Naples  and  Palermo ; 
and  will  contribute  to  enliven  our  delightful 
journey  through  Sicily. 


LETTER     LXXXVIir. 

Trapani,  12th  June  1 792. 

X-jEAVING  Palermo  two  days  ago, 
our  road  led  us,  contrary  to  our  expedation, 
through  Montereale ;  and  we  now  regret  that^ 
inftead  of  vifiting  this  place,  we  did  not  take 
a  trip  to  Monte  Pellegrino :  or  to  the  mona- 
ftery  of  San  Martina. 

The  fame  Archbifhop  Tefta,  at  whofe  ex- 
pence  the  magnificent  high  road  from  Monte- 
reale to  Palermo  was  made,  has  continued  that 
road,  though  at  lefs  coft,  and  made  it  paflable 
for  carriages  as  far  as  Sala  di  Partenica  :  which 
is  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Palermo* 

Leaving  the  verdant  Montereale,  we  af^ 
cendcd  among  the  naked  heights  till  the  prof- 

pe£t 
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pe<3:  at  once  became  beautifal.  We  beheld  a 
fpacious  valley  before  Us,  with  the  bay  of  Caf- 
telamare ;  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  which  a 
pidurefque  promontory  projc£ts:  while  the 
bay  is  formed  by  two  inferior  capes,  that  ex- 
tend  like  the  prongs  of  a  fork  into  the  fea. 

The  fertility  of  the  valley  juftifies  all  that 
has  been  related  of  Sicily  by  ancient  writers. 
Waving  corn,  vineyards,  and  fig  and  olive 
trees,  embellifh  thefe  fortunate  fields :  where 
the  eye  is  ftill  more  enraptured  by  the  bloom- 
ing orange  and  citron.  The  lands  are  hedged 
round  with  the  aloe,  and  the  Indian  fig. 

Above  this  bay,  on  the  Palermo  fide,  is  the 
town  of  Hycara^  rcc  ^Ty^^ot^oc,  the  birth  place 
of  Lais,  too  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  its 
abufc.  When  a  child,  fhe  was  publidy  fold 
among  other  prifoners  by  the  Athenians  j 
when,  led  by  Nicias,  they  had  conquered  this 
little  place,  and  brought  the  inhabitants  to 
Athens.  The  town,  which  now  (lands  where 
Hyccara  was  built,  is  called  Car'mu 

Sala  di  Partcnico^  a  well  built  little  place, 
by  its  name  points  out  the  traces  of  the  fmall 
Greek  town  called  Parthenkon.  It  is  fituated 
at  the  eutrancc  of  a  charming  valley. 

In  the  evening,  w^e  faw  the  diftant  ifland 

of 
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of  Uftica  ;  which  for  centuries,  from  the  feisir 
of  African  pirates,  was  only  inhabited  by  wild 
goats.  The  King  caufed  a  citadel  to  be  built 
here,  in  the  year  1765,  furnilhed  it  with  a 
garrifon,  and  fent  a  colony  to  Uftica ;  which 
flourilhes,  although  the  ifland  is  in  want  of 
frefti  water :  the  water  they  have  being  kept 
in  citterns.  This  muft  not  be  confounded  with 
the  lefs  and  now  namelefs  ifland  which,  after 
a  terrible  occurrence,  the  ancients  called  Oftco^ 
des :  the  place  of  bones  :  and  to  which  the 
Carthaginians,  under  a  warlike  pretext,  fent 
a  large  army  of  mercenaries,  to  whom  they 
were  in  arrears  for  pay,  and  here  fufFered 
them  to  perifli  of  hunger. 

We  reached  Alcamo  in  the  evening ;  a  well 
built  town,  that  contains  above  eight  thoufand 
inhabitants.  It  was  built  in  the  year  828,  on 
the  fruitful  hill  Bonifacio^  by  the  Saracen  AdaU 
.  4:amo ;  or  Halcamo  ;  who  came  from  Africa  : 
,  biit  its  fite  was  removed  by  the  Emperor,  Fre- 
derick the  Second,  to  the  plain  in  which  it 
now  ftandsr 

Alcamo  boafts  of  having  produced  famous 
men;  and,  among  others,  Ciullo  del  Came: 
who  is  generally  called  Vincentio  dl  Alcamo^ 
He  was  the  contemporary  of  Frederick  the 

Second  j 
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Second ;  and  is  fuppofed,  by  fdme,  to  be  tht 
firft  Who  wrote  poetry  in  the  Italian  language  i 
at  leaft,  he  was  one  of  the  firft  Italian  poets^ 
As  it  was  Sunday,  we  were  not  furprifed  to 
fee  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  tumultu- 
oufly  crowding  the  ftreets :  for  this  is  a  cuf- 
tom  through  all  Italy.  They  begin  on  the 
Saturday  evening,  after  the  labour  of  the  week 
is  oyer,  to  colleft  in  the  market  places,  and 
ftreets.  He,  who  fhould  be  unacquainted  with 
their  manners,  would  imagine  that  feme  ex- 
traordinary event  or  infurreftion  had  caufed 
them  to  aflemble :  for  they  ufually  fpeak  all 
together,  with  loud  voices,  rapid  articulation, 
and  animated  geftures.  In  the  midft  of  their 
violent  contentions,  you  every  moment  expe<9: 
they  will  feize  each  other  by  the  throat,  and 
are  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear  theiA  end  in  a 
loud  laugh. 

Thus  it  was  at  Alcamo,  where  the  ftreefsr 
feemed  to  be  in  an  uproar  till  after  midnigM, 
when  fmging  and  mufic  began  :  yet,  as  early- 
as  three  in  the  morning,  the  people  wertr 
going  about,  crying  aloud  the  bread  and  meat^ 
which  they  fold  to  the  workmen  that  werer 
preparing  for  their  labour  in  the  fields.  The 
Sicilians,  like  the  Italians,  need  but  little  fleep ; 

and 
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and  \\rillirigly  part  with  that  little  For  any  di- 
veffion.  Henee  the  tuftom  of  ferenading  ever 
has  and  ever  will  prevail.  Horace,  in  the 
ninth  ode  of  his  firft  book^  fpeaks  of  the  fere^ 
nades  of  bis  days.  He  has  been  hitherto  mifin- 
terpretedi  by  fome  comdientators ;  and,  al- 
though the  mariners  of  the  fbuth  of  Italy  and 
of  Sicily  might  have  pointed  out  what  the  poet 
intended  to  defdribe,  yet^  I  fhoiild  probably 
ftill  have  mifuriderftood  him,  if  a  lucky  acci- 
dent had  not  infotmed  me  of  the  true  mean* 
ing  of  the  verfe; 

A  volume  of  the  Gazette  Litteratre  de  PEu^ 
rope  fell  into  my  haridd  at  Naples  j  a  journal 
which  gaVe  extracts  from  the  cdmmeiltatdri 
Abbate  Galiarii  j  a  writer  who  died  foiiie  years 
Ago  at  Naples,  a  din  of  underltariding,  arid 
famous  for  his  numerous  works*.  I  do  hot 
teUeve  that  the  whole  of  his  commentary  has 
yet  been  made  public. 

The  ode  of  which  I  am  fpieakirig  begins 

Fides  ui  altajlet  nive  cahdidum 
SoraSHe 

HoR.  1.  i.  od.  9. 


*  See  differettt  numbers  of  the  above  journal,  for  the 
jrear  1765. 
'    Vol.  Ill-  Gg  BehoM 
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BelK)ld  S  Oracle's  airy  height. 

Francw^ 
The  verfes 

Lenefqtiejuh  noBem  fufurrr  ^ 
Compoftta  repetantur  hora  — 

An  aflignation  fweetly  made. 
With  gentle  whifpers  in  the  dark— 

Francis. 

have  generally  been  unJerftood  as  if  the  poet 
fpoke  of  focial  friends,  who  met  together  in 
the  evening.  But  why  fliould  they  fpeak  in 
■whifpers?  And  why  at  an  appointed  hour^ 
.  Is  riot  the  unexpeded  vifit  of  a  friend  often 
themoftpleafant  ? 

Others  came  nearer  to  the  meaning,  without 
attainirng  it.  They  fuppofed  the  poet  had 
fpoken  of  two  lovers  converfing  together* 
Let  us  hear  our  acute  Neapolitan. 

"  Thefe  Lenes  Stifurri^'  fays'  Galiani,  "  arc 
"  not  the  foft  whifpers  of  two  lovers  :  they 
^  are  ferenades.  To  elucidate  my  meanings 
"  it  will  be  neceflary  for  me  to  enlarge  a  little 
"  on  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Romans  :. 
"  manner's  which  are  ftill  preferved,  in  the 
^'  lower  parts  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  the  Eaft. 
"  Love,  that  ever  powerful,  but  ever  hypo- 
/^  critical  pafTion,  fuiFers  itfelf  to  be  fettered,, 
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^*  and  coftftrained,  askmg  as  it  can  ciidurc : 
V "  but,  when  it  gathers  fufficient  ftrength,  it 
"  breaks  its  chains  and  recovers  its  freedom. 
**  In  Spain  and  Italy,  ^frhere  the  climate  will 
"permit,  the  lover  declares  his  paffion  in  the 
"  ftreet,  and  at  the  windows.  In  'Fraiic^.and 
"  Germany,  where  the  winds  are  more  rude^ 
"  love  is  obliged  to  open  the  door,  ^nd  t^U  his 
^'  tale  by  the  fire  fide.  In  the  country  orHo-* 
**  race,  the  door,  was  imp2^ffat>le,  add  the  houfe 
"  confidered  as  facrcd:  particularly. if  it  cQn-^ 
*^  tained  a  young  maiden  that  was  marriage-^ 
"  able- 

"  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  neither 
"  Arab  nor  Turk  firft  introduced  the  jealoufy 
"  of  the  feraglio,  to  Greece  and  Afia.  The 
•*  cuftom  is  much  older :  it  is  attached  to  the 
*'  foil :  it  ftill  exifts  in  Italy ;  or  rather  did 
"  exift,  till,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century, 
"  French  manners  prevailed  over  all  Italy.  In 
^'  the  fouth  however  this  ancient  cuft:om  fl:ill 
*'  remains  in  full  force*.   The  doors  there  are 

''yet 

*  This  extreme  reftraint  originates  in  a  miftruft  of  wo- 
men, and  the  ill  opinion  which  prevails  of  the  fex.     A 
prudent  and  chafte  education  honours  and  ennobles  the 
fair:  who  arc  mod  injurioufly  debafed  by  oriental  con- 
G  g  2  fincmcnt. 
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f*  yet  impaflable  to  lovers^  Watched,  as  they 
**  are  in  Turkey,  th^  girls  fpend  a  great  part 
*•  of  their  time  at  the  window,  efpecially  by 
*!*  night,  fiftening  to  the^fongs  whieh  the  lov- 
^*  ers  fing  in  a  low  voice,  that  they  may  not 
^  difttirb  the  neighbourhood.  The  jnaiden  • 
^  conceals  the  light  of  her  chanibcr  ;  and  her 
•*  lover  only  knows  that  flie  is  prefent  by  her 
••  foft  whifpers,  which  he  hears  from  the  bal- 
•*  cony.  I  have  a  thoufand  times  witnefled  the 
•*  feenes  which  Horace  defcribes.  On  a  fud- 
**  den  the  girl  is  filent,  and  returns  no  more 
**  anfwers  to  the  difcourfe  of  her  lover  j  who^ 
**  being  in  the  dark,  knows  not  whether  fhe 
"  fiill  lift  ens  or  is  gone.  He  fpeaks  again, 
^^  again  waits  to  hear,  and  at  laft  receiving  no 
**  reply  is  perfuaded  that  his  beloved  is  re- 
^^  tired  to  reft  ;  or  that,  frightened  by  a  noife 
<**  in  her  mother  5  chamber,  fhe  has  thrown 

finement.  The  German  and  Englifli  women  are  the  moft 
Virtuous  of  their  fex.  No  where  are  unmarried  women  fa 
innocent ;  or  the  manried  fo  b^py-  v  No  where  are  wive* 
fo  honoured,  and  fo  full  af  worth,  as  among  the  Ger- 
mans,  and  the  Englifh.  Neither  have  our  women  that  cold 
teferve  whieh  is  frequently  the  lot  of  an  Engliffiwomair. 
What  Galiani  fays  of  the  hypocrify  of  love  k  in  part  ex- 
plained by  tJie  text,  and  in  part  muft  be  underftood  only  of 
this  paflion  in  the  South, 

^  herfelf 
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*^  herfelf  under  the  bed  clothes  and  counter- 
"  felted  fleep. 

*'  Thefe  accidents  of  fright  are  fb  commoa 
"  that  the  lover  is  not  aftonifhed  if  he  be  fud- 
*^  denly  left  in  the  middle  of  his  nightly  cdl- 
^*  loquy.  Dejected,  he  puts  his  mandblirie  in 
^*  it*  cafe,  and  is  about  ta  be  gone ;  when,  in 
*^  an  inftant,  his  young  miftrefs^  who  had  re- 
*'  tired  to  a  corner  of  her  chamber,  gives  a  loud 
**  laugh  to  inform  him  that  die  ftill  liftens, 
**  and  that  fhe  had  only  been  fportively  play- 
*'  ing  him  a  trick.  Overjoyed,  enraptured,  he 
^*  returns  and  again  begins  his  amorous  end-^ 
"  lefs  tale. 

*'  This  agrees  with  the  defcription  of  Ho- 
^*  race : 

Nunc  et  latmiis  proditor  intimo 
Gratus  pue/iit  ri/uj  at  anguhf 

P'tgnufque  dereptum  lacertis 

Aut  dig\to  male  pirtinad. 

The  laugh  that  from  the  comer  flics, 
The  fportive  fair  one  fliall  betray ; 
Then  boldly  fiiatch  the  joyful  prize  \ 

A  ring  or  bracelet  tear  away : 
.  While  (he  not  too  feverely  coy, 
Struggling  (hall  yield  the  willing  toy, 

FBtAI^CM, 

•♦  In  the  two  laftlm«si-Mwace:give*  us^a  pic* 
^  CJg3    .  ♦^ture 
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*^  ture  of  what  happens  at  a  houfe  door.  Ii| 
^'  Italy,  the  young  girls  aire  permitted  to  ftep 
**  to  the  door,  for  a  moment,  cfpecially  at  the 
^'  beginning  of  night.  The  lover  is  careful  to 
*'  pafs  and  repafs,  that  he  may  catch  the  in-f 
*•  ftant  in  which  he  may  remind  his  miftrefs 
*'  of  the  hour  of  their  nightly  meetings,  prefs 
*'  her  to  obf^rye  her  promife,  and  endeavour 
**  to  obtain  a  token.  The  lafl:  is  generally  no 
*[  more  than  a  pretext,  that  he  may  fqueeze 
^'  her  hand,  and  take  a  ring  from  her  finger 
*'  which  is  weakly  defended." 

Tljus  far  Galiani ;  and  I  have  no.  difficulty 
in  admitting  that  the  two  laft  lines  explain 
what  adually  happens.  The  girl  has  played ' 
tricks  with  and  laughed  at  her  lover ;  and, 
being  inclined  to  be  reconciled,  runs  down  to 
the  houfe  door.  She  quarrels  with  him  only 
for  the  pleafure  of  making  it  up.  Our  vettu- 
rino,  a  lively  young  man,  who  has  feVeral  times 
travelled  over  all  Sicily,  was  not  fo  weary  by 
riding  in  the  heat  but  that  he  willingly  touch- 
ed the  firings  of  his  inftrument  nightly  before 
i  many  a  window.  Abfent  from  home  and  in 
want  of  a  more  tender  objed,  he  ,fometimes| 
gave  us  a  fertnade. 

Yjp%r4^yy  5^9XQ4eBfcp3wg^     open,  iand,  fri 
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general,  an  ill-cultivated  country.     There  are 
two   large  remains   of  the  ancient  town  of 
Egejia^  nine  Italian  miles  from  Alcamo  :  one 
of  which  is  a  temple,  that  is  in  as  good  pre- 
fervation  as  the  temple  of  Paeftunu    It  has  fix- 
and-thirty  pUlars ;  and  is  fourteen  pillars  in 
length  and  fix  in  breadth.     They  are  af  the 
Doric  order,  and  of  the  travertine  ftone  :  no 
doubt  from  the  rocks  of  the  country.     The 
pillars  (land  upon  ibcles :  which  fmgle  circum- 
ftance  feems  to  prove  them  of  a  later  aera  than 
that  in  which  the  temple  of  Pseftum  was  built; 
the  pillars  of  which  have  no  focles.  The  archi- 
trave  and  the  tw^  frontifjpieces  have  with- 
Hood  the  ravages  of  time.     Some  pillars  have 
been  repaired  by  the  prefcnt  King;  and  a 
Latin  infcription,  which  points  them  out,  dis- 
figures thefe  remains  of  antiquity.     The  pil- 
lars are  fo  large  that  three  of  us   could  not 
within  an  ell  and  a  half  encircle  one  of  them. 
Contrary  to  the  Grecian  manner,  they  are  po- 
lilhed  :  but  probably  they  have  been  fluted  ; 
for  they  are  fomewhat  broader  than  the  cha^ 
piters,  and,  below,  where  they  reft  upon  the 
focles,  they  have  each  an  xncifion  .of  about 
three  inches  in  height  and  two    in    depth, 
which  is  carried  round  them,  and  appears  to 
Gg4  flxew 
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flvew  the  intended  fize  of  the  complete  pillar, 
It  is  as  difficult  to  determine  whether  thist 
temple  h^d  an  inner  row  of  pillars^  an  inner 
\vall,  and  2^  cell^  vjxos^  as  to  difcover  the  deity 
f  o  which  it  wa$  dedicated.  The  ancients  men- 
tion feyeral  temples  of  this  town.  Neither 
can  it  be  known  whether  the  great  flat  ftone, 
in  the  middle,  was  placed  there  asi  an  altar, 
or  as  an  idol. 

This  temple,  like  that  of  Pseftum,  is  en-r 
circled  hy  two  fteps.  Within  y  the  building  is 
feventy-onc  paces  in  length,  and  twenty-ftx  in 
breadth  j  and  without,  not  including  the  fteps, 
fevcnty-eight  paces  in  length,  and  thirty-three 
ih  breadth. 

There  are  likewifc,  on  a  hill,  large  ruins  of 
jan  ancient  theatre ;  which  fhew  the  whole  cir-  ^ 
cumference  of  what  was  properly  the  theatre  ; 
that  is,  that  part  in  which  the  femiciroilar 
feats  of  the  fpedators  rofe,  one  above  the 
Other.  It  h  conftruded  of  large  hewn  ftones; 
but  there  is  no  trace  of  the  ftage.  Befide  being 
fpedators  of  the  performance,  the  audience 
^lad  a  fine  profpedt  toward  the  fea. 

On  the  right  of  thefe  remains  the  river 
^neandprs ;  which  the  founders  of  Egefta,  who 
^ere  fugitive  Trojans,  called  the  ^camandrus :. 
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to  remind  them  of  the  river  of  their  owa 
icountry. 

South  of  the  town  the  Shnob  empties  itfelf 
into  it ;  which  was  likewife  fo  called  by  them, 
after  another  Trojan  river.  I  do  not  know  itt 
modem  name.  The  Scamandrus  is  now  called 
Bartolomeq ;  and,  near  its'  njouth,  FiumtFri* 
gido. 

Virgil  gives  the  ancient  names  of  thefe  li* 
vers,  when  Iris,  under  the  form  of  old  Berot^ 
comes,  at  the  coc|ifiiaiid  of  Juno,  and  exotet 
the  Trojan  women  to  bum  the  fliips. 

Nullane  jam  Troja  dscentur  tn^nia  ?  nufquam 
Heiloreos  amnes,  Xantbum  et  Simoenta  videbo  f 

^  -Sn.  v.  633^ 

Shall  wc  no  more  the  Trojan  walls  renew. 
Or  ftreams  of  fomc  diflembled  Simois  view  ?  , 

Dryden,v.  825, 

Xanthus  and  Scamandrus  are  names  of  the 
fame  river. 

Xanthus  his  name,  with  thofe  of  heavenly  Urtk  z 
Put  called  Scamander  by  the  fons  of  earth. 

PopEjIL  b.  XX. ^v*  \ou 

The  women  followed  the  coutifel  of  Beroci 
|bur  of  the  fhips  were  burned,  and  -fincas, 

obliged 
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obliged  to  leave  as  many  men  behind  as  thefe 
fliips  had  contained,  aided  by  his  hoft,  Aceftes, 
the  fon  of  the  river  Crimifus  and  a  Trojan 
woman,  founded  this  town :  which  Virgil 
therefore  did  not  call  Egejia^  but  Acejla. 

That  -^neas  governed  the  Trojans,  after 
the  deftru£lion  of  Troy^  is  beyond  all  doubt. 
Homer  makes  Neptune  thus  fpeak  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  God*^  v 

Ni/y  %  ^Piiniotm  Bin  Tf»tffffiv  avaiitj 

Kcu  Ttcttiei  veuiuVf  rot  ksv  fjurom^e  yBvuvrof. 

On  great  -ZEneas  fliall  devolve  the  reign  ; 
And  fon  fucceeding  fon  the  bft  in  line  fuftain. 

Pope,  v.  354. 

I  believe  that  he  rebuilt  the  walls  of  Ilion, 
and  that  he  reigned  there :  but  this  much  is 
certain  that,  according  to  an  ancient  tradi- 
tion, he  travelled  to  Sicily  and  Italy.  Virgil, 
as  a  Roman  poet,  profited  by  this  flattering 
popular  tale,  and  thus  derived  the  Romans 
from  the  Trojans*  It  was  like  wife  acceptable 
to  him,  becaufc  the  family  of  Caefar  boafted 
of  their  defcent  from  a  fon  of -^neas. 

However  this  may  be,  the  towns  of  Eryx 
and  Egefta,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the 

^ucieatSii 
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ancients,  were  founded  by  Trojans,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  Greeks*^ 

Egefta,  which  was  likewife  called  Mgejlay 
and  Segejidy  was  a  mighty  city.     It  twice  in- 
duced the  Athenians,  during  the  Peloponne-^ 
fian  war,  to  make  an  attack  upon  Sicily.    The 
Egeftians,  or  Acejlai^  were  at  war  with  the 
Selinuntii ;  as  well  concerning  confines  as  be-^ 
caufe  of  a  marriage*      The  Selinuntii^  who 
had  alked  aid  of  Syracufe,  prefled  upon  their 
enemy  by  land   and  fea.     The  Aceftasi  re- 
minded the  Athenians  of  the  alliance   they 
had  made  with  them  during  the  laft  war,  re- 
quelled  naval   affiftance,   and,  which  was  a 
'  more  powerful  motive,  led  the  Athenians  to 
fufped:  that,  fince  the  people  of  Syracufe  had 
not  been  punifhed  for  driving  out  the  Leontini 
from  their  city,   they   would  foon   rule   all 
3icily  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Dores,  aflift  the  Do- 
rians of  Peloppnnefus,  and  thus  aid  them  to 
deftroy  the  power  of  Athens.  It  would  there- 
fore be  wife  in  them  to  join  the  confederates! 
Ugainft  Syracufe ;  and  the  more  fo  as '  they, 
the  Aceftsei^  wquld  fupply  money  fufficient  for 
the  war. 

TThe  Athenians   firft  determined  to  fend 
L..  *Thucydidc8. 

'  ^'      '  »mbaf- 
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ambafladors  to  Egefta ;  who  fhould  enquire 
how  far  it  was  provided  with  the  promifed 
fums,  which  the  Acefbei  pretended  to  have  in 
the  treafury,  and  in  the  temples ;  and  like- 
wife  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of  the 
war  between  the  Aceftsei  and  the  Selinuntiif. 

The  ambaiTadors  returned  whh  fixty  ta- 
lents of  imwrought  filver  from  Egefta,  as  the 
monthly  pay  for  fixty  fh^s;  Thefe  ambafla- 
dors and  the  Accftaei  themfdvfes  both  told 
many  untnlths,  concerning  the  riches  of 
Egefta,  in  a  public  aflembly  of  the  people  j 
and  war  was  declared  in  Athens  and  fixty  gal- 
leys were  fent. 

They  afterward  difcovered  that  the  ambaf^ 
fadors  had  been  deceived,  by  the  people  of 
Egefta  ;  who  had  firft  taken  them,  to  the  tem- 
ple of  Venus,  on  Mount  Eryx,  and  there  had 
difplayed  its  wealth  in  flagons,  goblets,  cen- 
fers,  and  other  veflels;.  with  their  remaining 
no  fmall  treafure  in  filver,  which  appeared 
greater  than  it  ^as  in  reality.  They  next  in- 
vited the  Athepians^  to  their  banquets ;  and, 
on  thefe  occafipns,  pmduced  gold  and  filver 
yeflels,  the  greateft  part  of  which  had  beeni 
borrbw^d  from  the  Phoeiniciana  and  Gtetk 

*  Thucydi  lib*  vi.  p.  381. 
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towns  of  Sicily.  As  thefe  veflels  were  exhi- 
bited wherever  the  Athenians  were  inyited, 
and  on  each  occafion  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
property  of  the  hoft,  the  ambafladors  formed 
a  magnificent  idea  of  the  wealth  of  the  Acef- 
taei,  which  they  reported  to  Athens*^  . 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  twenty-one  miles, 
the  heat  being  rather  fevere,  through  an  open 
flat  country,  covered  with  grain.  The  farmers 
were  bufied  with  their  wheat  harveft.  The 
country  near  Trapani  became  more  pleafant ; 
in  which  town  we  met  a  kind  reception  at 
the  houfe  of  a  merchant,  to  whom  we  had  a 
letter  of  recommendatian. 

~  Before  we  entered  the  town,  we  faw  a  fire 
burning  on  a  tower  by  the  fea  fide.  Similar 
fires  are  ?kindled  every  evening,  along  tht 
whole  coaft  of  Sicily :  which  cuftom  of  fire 
fignals  is  very  ancient.  It  is  mentioned  by 
Homer,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  the  Iliad. 

X^v^cov,  en  ¥  avrou  icue  f^oya  vcLf/upotvoutTafn' 
*Xl^  J*  ire  M^vo^  lav  l|  areo^  AAtp  Ixarrou 


^Thucyd.  lib.  vi.p.408. 

«OlTf 
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^ATeogeti  afirt^n*  a/Aa  J'  ne>du)  xaTofum 
Tlugoroi  T£  ^>£ye^H(riv  eTmr^ifMiy  u^^oae  i'  ccvyif 
Tnerai  di(rH(ray  'tte^ikt  ioviaffiv  iiza^atf 
Autvt  vug  aw  vnuciv  d^zu;  a^mrSfSf  iH»vrcu> 

HoM.  II.  xviix.  20^ 

■  — ■■ ^The  hera  rofe ; 

Her  aegis,  Pallas  o'er  his  fhoulders  throws-     ' 
Around  his  btows  a  golden  cloud  (he  fpread  j 
A  ftream  of  glory  flam'd  above  his  head. 
■  As  when  from  fome  beleaguer'd  town  arifc 
The  fmokes,  high-curling  to  the  (haded  (kies  ; 
(Seen  from  fome  ifland  o'er  the  main,  afar. 
When  men  diftreft  hang  out  the  fign  of  war  j 
Soon  as  the  fun  in  ocean  hides  his  rays. 
Thick  on  the  hills  the  flaming  beacons  blaze ; 
With  long  projected  beams  the  feas  are  bright. 
And  heavn's  high  arch  reflefts  the  ruddy  light : 
So  from  Achilles'  head  the  fplendors  rife. 
Reflecting  blaze  on  blaze,  againft  the  flcies. 

Pope,  IL  b.  xviii.  241* 

Such  fires  are  likewife  mentioned  by  -^fchy- 
lus  ;  and  Cicero  tells  us  the  Sicilians  had  the 
ancient  cuflom  of  giving  notice,^  by  thefe 
tokens,  of  the  approach  of  pirates.  Among  the 
documents  of  the  thirteenth  century,  we  find 
an  order  of  King  Peter,  of  the  houfe  of  Arra- 
gon,  to  kindle  thefe  fires  ;  and,  in  the  year 
^3^9>  21  fimilai'  command  was  iflued  by  his 
fon  Frederic,  to  the  univerfity  of  Palermo.  In 

the 
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the  year  1579,  the  Parliament  of  Sicily  laid 
a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  ten  thoufand 
fcudiy   for  the    maintenance  of  fuehr  fires ; 
which  tax  has  fmce  been  increafed.     Every 
evening,  at  the  time  when  the  Italians  fay  their 
Ave  Marta^  which  is  a  cuftom  among  the  de- 
vout, that  is,  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  about 
half  an  hour  after  fun  fet,  one  of  thefe;  fires 
is  kindled  on  a  tower  at  Meffina.     As  foon 
as  it  is  perceived  at  the  next  tower  toward 
the  fouth,   the  fame  token  is  likewife  there 
kindled  ;   and  fo,  from  tower  to  tower,  along 
the  whole  coaft  round  the  ifland,  with  fuch 
expedition  that,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
neighbouring  token  to  the  weftward  is  fecn  at' 
Palermo.     If,  after  a  fhort  time,  the  fires  are 
extinguifhed,  it  is  a  mark  of  perfefl:  fafcty  : 
but,  if  pirates  are  difcovered,  the  ^re  is  fufFered 
to  burn  all  night  at  the  place  from  which  they 
werefeen. 

Trapani  derives  its  iancient  name,  Drepa-- 
num^  from  the  form  of  its  haven  ;  which  re- 
fembles  a  fickle.  The  Greek  word,  (/^^STaror, 
fignifies  a  fickle.  It  is  an  ancient  city^^;  which, 
according  to  Virgil,  had  exiftence  is  early  a^ 
JEneas. 

Diodorus  tells  us  that  Drepanum  was  foiv 

tified 
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tified  during  the  firft  Punic  war  by  Hamitc^lfi 
the  father  of  Hannibal,  who  had  built  the  city 
and  peopled  it  with  inhabitants  from  Eryx  *  : 
but  others  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  only  re-- 
peopled  by  him.  Had  it  been  built  no  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  the  timcj 
of  Virgil,  he  would  fcarcely  have  attributed  ^ 
poetical  exiftence  to  it  of  fuch  great  antiquity. 

'The  Carthaginians  were  always  defirous  ot 
pofTeffing  and  preferving  this  place ;  beeaufe 
of  the  excellence  of  its  haven.  It  is  a  largtf 
and  well-built  city,  and  its  ftreets  are  in  a 
right  line.  About  thirty  years  ago,  it  waj 
fuppofed  to  contain  feventeen  thoufand  five 
hundred  inhabitants  ;  and  the  number  has 
probably  increafed  to  twenty  tiioufand.  It 
is  built  on  a  peninfula ;  and,  during  the  winter^ 
is  entirely  furiounded  by  the  fea*  Excellent 
fea  fait  is  made  here.  The  fun  is  fufficient 
to  bake  and  bleach  it :  it  is  therefore  cheap; 
and  taken  in  great  quantities  by  foreign  na- 
tions, efpecially  the  Englifh  j  though  the  tax 
they  pay  for  permiffion  to  export  it  i^i  equal 
to  half  the  f)rice. 

Facing  the  city,  there  is  a  Ibttfefs  on  a  rocky 
ifland,  which  is  called  La  Cotombarai  It  hac! 
♦  Diod.  Kb.  xiii. 

a  nam6' 
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k  name  of  the  fame  fignification  In  the  timerf 
cf  the  Creeks :  rigAe/as  viiaos ;  thef  ifle  of  doves; 

This  morning  We  rode  over  the  hill  San  Gi-^ 
uiiano :  the  famUUS^  mount  Eryxr  of  the  an- 
cients. According  to  the  fable,  Eryx^  thre  fori 
of  Venns  afid  King  Bufes^  lived  here;  and  pof-" 
fefled  a  part  of  the  ifland.  Hercules,  on  his 
paffage  through  Sicily,  was  challenged  to  com-^ 
bat  by  Eryx  ;  who  ftaked  his  lands  againft 
the  cattle  brought  from  Spain  and  the  im- 
mbrtdity  of  Hercuks.  The  lattc^  was  vido- 
f  ious,  and  left  the  lands  to  the  inhabitants  ( 
on  ct)ndition  that,  if  any  of  his  defcendant^ 
fhould  require  it,  they  ftiould  be  refigned  to^ 
them.  ■  Dorreus,  the  Spartan,  one  of  thefe  d'e- 
fcendants,  came,  as  fome  fay  iti  the  70th, 
ethers  the  78th  Olympiad,  and  built  Hera^-' 
clea  r  or  rather  took  poflefEon  of  Minoa  from 
the  Cfe'tans  (who,  after  the  dgattb  of  Minof^ 
built  the  town  of  Minoa)  and  called  it  He*^ 
raclea.  This  town  rapidly  rncreafed,'  but  was 
^eftroyed  by  the  Garthagiaians^i 

The  fable  fays,  that  Ef yX  built  a  f  ample  od 

ihi,s  mountain,  and  confecrated  it  to  his  mo-^ 

ther,  Venus.  "  Few  temples,"  fays  Diodofus^ 

^*  were  eqtrally  celebrated.      It  wa^  founded 

*  Drod.  lib.  IV. 

Vol.  IIL     ,  Hh  "by 
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**  by  Eryx,  and  richly  endowed  by  Mntas^ 
"  The  Sicani  paid  it  great  honours  :  fo  did  the 
*'  Carthaginians,  when  they  governed  a  part 
•*  of  the  ifland  ;  and  ftill  more  the  Romans^ 
"  who  confider  thcmfelvcs  as  derived  fropot 
*•  the  Goddefs,  and  to  her  afcribe  their  gran- 
**  deur.  The  confuls,  praetors,  and  other 
•'  commanders,  here  paid  public  homage;  and, 
**  in  obedience  to  the  Goddefs,  ftripping  them- 
*'  felves  of  the  gloomy  pomp  of  power,  here 
"  recreated  themfelves  with  fports,  and  the  in- 
"  tercourfe  of  women.  The  fenate  decreed 
"  that  the  citizens  of  the  fevcnteen  moft 
V  faithful  towns  of  Sicily,  iri  honour  of  the 
**  Goddefs,  fhould  adorn  themfelves  with  gdd, 
^^  and  maintain  a  guard  of  two  hundred  men 
**  for  her  temple  ^>\" 

The  goddefs  was  ferved  by  young  women  j 
who  dedicated  themfelves  to  her,  and  to  the 
Ihameful  cuftom  of  proftituting  themfelves  for 
money,  which  they  (hared  with  the  temple. 

People   fay  that  the  women  of  the  littfc 
town  of  San  Giuliano^  which  is  on  the  eafterit 
fummit  of  the  hill,   are  very  beautiful.     I 
know  they  are  very  fearful.     I  faw  none  but 
old  women  ;  but  they  bore  no  marks  of  beauty 

*  Died.  lil>.iv.  p.  326. 

7  ^ 
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m  (iecs^y*  The  timidity  pf  tlie  young  wcm 
men  of  ^an  GiuUano  hsis  bei^n  remarked  by 
other  travellers. 

ProdigijOus  foundations^  on  which  the  Sa^ 
racens  erected  a  caftle,  indubitably  denote  the 
place  where  the  temple  ftood ;  and  are  re* 
mains  of  greater  (certainty  than  the  fpuntain^ 
Vrhich  is  cfi,lled  the  fpriqg  of  Venu$ :  althpygh 
\  will  not  d?ny  its  antiquity.  I  r^^^x  believe 
it  to  be  Qf  tbpfe  times.  We  fte  fome  pillara 
\s^  the  wall  <rf  the  caftle^  jplaced  hori^Qnt^lIy* 
vfhich  the:  Saracens  ijfed  merely  a^  aiding  to 
raife  the  wall ;  but  which  certainly  b^l^ngcd  to 
tiie  templef  of  Venus.  There  is  a  WftU^  whi^h 
h|is  ?avities  for  nefting  doyeig;  and  pifiny 
doyes  weW  kept  at  the  temple :  but  \ts  slrchi- 
tedure  appears  to  me  to  denote  a  lat^r  aBra4 
Numerous  :wild  pigeons  nqft  there  at  prejfeijit. 
The  feW$  fays  the  doves  of  the  Go44eii.  wf re 
fometimes  accuftomed  all  to  fly  away  j  and 
tJbaC  ljb."^y  then  followed  her  to  Africa.  This 
faWe  i^  founded  on  a  truths  A  kind  of  yrild 
pigeons,  like  other  bird?  of  pafTage,  annually 
fly  in  great  numbers  to  Africa;  from  whence 
they  in  like  manner  return,  at  a  ftated  time. 

Trapani  is  fupplied  from  this  wpwntpin 
H  h  a  with 
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with  water;  which  pafles  through  a  very  long 
and  beautiful  aqueduft,  into  which  three  dif- 
ferent fprings  empty  themfelves.  As  the  coun- 
try people  frequently  injure  the  pipes,  by 
watering  theix  fields  and  gardens,  the  towns 
people  keep  ciftcrns  in  their  hoiifes,  which 
are  filled  with  the  water  of  the  aqueduct. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  mountain  town 
San  Gtuliano  have  gardens,  and  fmall  fields, 
6n  the  hill  itfelf.  Moft  of  their  tilled  lands  lie 
below  the  town  ;  to  which  the  men,  early 
every  Monday,  go,  and  do  not  return  till 
Saturday  evening.  Some  of  them  take  their 
wives  and  children }  but  In  general  they  live 
with  their  families  only  on  Siiildays,  and  fef- 
tivalSi  As  jealoufy  is  conimon  to  them,  pro- 
bably they  commit  their  wives  to  the  ftrifl: 
guard  of  old  mattons ;  which  may  be  the  rea- 
fon  that  both  wives  arid  young  women  are  fo 
timid. 

On  this  coaft,  arid  among  thefe  rti6Untains, 
the  Cyclops  of  Homer  Uved  ;  who  were  af* 
terward  tranfported  to  iEtna,  by  later  mytho- 
logifts. 

Od.  b.  IX.  1134 
/      '  '  But 
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But  high  on  hills>  on  airy  clifiS|  they  dwell : 
Or  deep  in  cave$|  whofe  entrance  leads  to  hell. 

Pope,  v.  129. 

I  faw  a  cavetn  in  the  rock  of  the  mountain, 
which  reminded  me  of  this  paffage  of  the 
great  poet, 

The  hill  of  San  Giuliano  is  iikewif^  called 
Monte  di  Trapani ;  and  we  faw  from  its  top 
a  Urge  traft  of  Sicily,  though  the  horizon  was 
mifty  :  by  which  -^tna  was  concealed. 

The  three  iflands,  called  the  JEgates^  or 
jEgadesy  lie  adjacent  to  Trapani :  their  pre- 
fent  names  are  Leran^o^  Maritimo^  and  Favig^ 
nana:  which  is  likewife  called  Favognana. 
The  two  firft  are  the  higheft  ;  and  probably 
Homer,  comparing  the  laft  with  the  others, 
called  it  low ;  and  indeed,  forae  few  excepted, 
all  the  iflands  of  this  fea  are  much  higher. 
Favignana  has  a  convenient  port,  and  good 
anchorage.  It  was  uninhabited  in  the  time 
of  Home^  ;  and  only  ferved  as  the  haunts  of 
wild  goats.  It  is  now  peopled,  and  affords 
pafturage  to  cattle.  Its  cheefe  is  much  efteem* 
ed ;  and  it  produces  corp,  but  not  in  abun- 
dance. The  haven,  which  Homer  mentions, 
is  a  fmall  fafe  bay. 

f  avignano  is  fo  very  full  of  fprings  that  the 
H  h  3  horfea 
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horfes  and  afles,  pawing  with  their  hoofs  on 
the  fea  fhorej>  will  occafion  the  frefh  water  to 
bubble  out  of  the  fand.  Its  figs  and  wine  are 
good ;  and  its  pomegranates,  which  have  no 
kernels,  are  famous.  Homer  regrets  that  it 
was  pot  cultivated:  it  being  naturally  fo 
fri^itful : 

— —  figot  h  9tfv  igia  TTorta — • 

HoM.  Od.  ix.  131. 

All  fhings  in  feafon  'twould  produce— 

and  I  hav€  heard  people  ftill  r^ret  that  it  i^ 
not  cultivated  a$  it  oqght  to  be.  Homer  calls 
it  woody ;  and  it  ftill  has  ^  fmall  grore  of  the 
afh  and  poplar.  A^c  are  told,  by  a  modern 
Sicilian  author,  that  it  breeds  rabbits,  and 
chamois;  which  kft,  are  the  wild  goats  of 
Homer. 

It  was  here  ths^t  Ulyffes  was  driven  by 
flight;  and,  on  the  next  day,  hunted  the 
wild  goat.  Here  he  left  his  fhips  ;  one  ex-t 
cepted,  in  which  he  failed  to  the  Cyclops^ 
and  met  with  his  famous  adventures.  The 
two  rocks  are  feen,  facing  Trapani,  which 
g;ave  ocpafion  to  the  fable  of  the  two  enor-t 
mous  ftones,  hurled  by  the  Cyclops  after  the 
^ip  of  yiyOes.     The  firft,  falling  beyond  the 
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>5iip,  drove  it  back  toward  the  fhore :  the 
fccond,  falling  fhort,  impelled  it  toward  the 
little  ifland. 

Great  latitude  muft  be  allowed  to  the  text, 
and  an  ifland  that  does  not  exift  muft  be 
raifed  out  of  the  fea,  and  again  be  fufFered 
to  difappear,  if  we  would  allow  thofe  authors^ 
to  have  reafon  who  place  the  Cyclops  of  Ho-» 
mer  on  Mount  -£tna*  Here,  on  the  contrary, 
the  moft  trivial  circumftances  accord  with 
each  other ;  and  do  honour  to  the  poet,  who, 
as  a  traveller,  at  a  time  when  travelling  was 
attended  with  almoft  infurmountable  difE-» 
culties,  had  been  fo  accurate  in  his  obfer* 
vations. 

It  was  one  of  the  rock^  in  this  fea  which 
Virgil  has  defcribed,  as  the  goal  for  the  fliip 
race  j  when,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  -^neid, 
he  fo  beautifully  pidures  the  games  that  were 
given  in  honour  of  his  dead  father,  Anchifes, 

In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth,  there  was  a  fecret  community  at  Tra-* 
pani,  which  called  it(c\£  La  chnfraternita  diSan 
Paolo :  the  fraternity  of  Saint  Paul.  Thefe 
people,  when  aflembled,  pafled  fentence  on 
their  fellow  citizens  j  and,  if  any  one  was 
condemned,  the  way  laying  ^nd  putting  him 
Hh4  to 
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to  death  was  allotted  to  one  of  the  members  j 
yrhich  dreadful  office  he  was  obliged  without 
murmuring  to  execute. 

This  fraternity  will  remind  you  of  our 
German  fecret  tribunal,  of  the  middle  ages: 
a  court  which  we  now  juftly  hold  in  abhor- 
rence. In  thefe  ages  of  anarchy,  when  in 
truth  the  power  of  our  Emperors  and  Princes 
could  feldom  reftrain  the  excefles  of  tl\e  great, 
this  horrible  cuftom  might  perhaps  be  necef- 
fary :  that  open  oppreffion  might  be  coun* 
tcra£ted  by  an  oppreffion  of  a  fecret  and  there- 
fore of  a  more  dreadful  kind^ 

It  appears  that  our  fecret  tribunal  main- 
tained the  refpedl  in  which  it  was  held  chiefly 
by  its  rigid  impartiality.  The  free  fpirit  of 
the  Germans  would  not  have  endured  the 
capricious  exercife  of  fecret  injuftice. 

The  country  round  Trapani  abounds  with 
large  fields  of  the  kali  plant ;  or  foda  ;  which 
is  ufed  for  the  producing  of  the  alkali,  that  is 
fo  neceflary  to  the  glafs  manufadtories.  The 
quantity  of  pot  ?ifti  which  this  plant  annually 
yidds  for  exportation,  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  is  eftimated  at  twQ  hundi:e4  thou* 
^nd  cantari. 

pojral  in  great  guautiiies  is  foynd  in  thq 
•  havea 
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jiiaven  of  this  town,  and  form?  a  confiderable 
branch  of  trade* 

Small  figures  in  baflb  relievo  are  here  cut 
on  fhells :  but  this  ingenious  work  is  much 
more  neatly  performed  at  Rome, 

Trapani  has  a  gymnafium,  but  no  book- 
fellen  A  city  that  contains  twenty  thoufand 
inhabitants  without  a  bookfeller  ! !  A  German, 
from  time  to  time,  fupplies  them  with  books 
from  his  fmail  itinerant  library.  Thofe  who 
do  not  need  or  will  not  wait  for  bis  afliftancp 
pauft  write  for  books  to  PalermOf 


LETTER     LXXXIX. 

pirgenti,  17th  June  1792^ 

VV  E  rode,  on  the  1 3th,  through  a 
flat  and  open  country,  from  Trapani  to  Mazr 
%ara ;  and  faw  the  ifland  Pantaleone^  in  the 
forenoon,  on  our  right.  Unlike  the  reft  of 
the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean  that  I  have 
feen,  it  is  low  :  except  indeed  the  two  fmall 
iflands  of  the  Tarantine  bay,  the  ihorcs  of 
^hich  are  flat. 
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This  ifland,  and  the  txrwn  it  contained^ 
were  called  by  the  ancients  Motya.  The  town 
was  founded  by  the  Phoemcians,  was  inhabited 
in  the  50th  Olympiad  by  the  Greeks,  from 
Cnidus  in  Ciir/^j,)andwas  fooa  again  taken,  in 
common,  by  the  Phoenicians  and  Carthagi^ 
nians. 

In  early  times,  this  ifland  was  united  to  the 
ihore  by  a  mound  :  but  it  was  afterward  dc-^ 
ftroyed  by  the  inhabitants,  to  cut  off  the  ene- 
my on  the  land  fide. 

Soon  after  we  had  left  the  fmall  ifland  be-i 
hind  us  on  the  right,  we  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Marfalla ;  which,  according  to  the  eftimate 
of  the  year  1775,  contains  from  fifteen  to  fix- 
teen  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Here  ftood  Ulybaum :  hiKv^ai<^ :  famous 
for  its  haven  among  the  ancients,  and  not 
unfrequently  noticed  in  hiftory.  Th'ucydides 
does  not  mention  this  town',  though  it  muft 
have  exifted  in  his  time.  Diodorus,  in  one 
place,  lays  that  it  was  built  by  the  Carthagi^ 
nians  j  after  Motya .  had  been  deftroyed  by 
Dionylius ;  yet  he  appears  only  to  mean  that 
it  was  peopled  with  ne\y  inhabitants  ;  fpr  he 
elfewhere  telk  lis  that,  ii^  the  third  year  of 
the  Sifl  Olympiad,  ^52  years  before  Chrift, 

the 
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%ht  people  of  Ulybaum^txt  at  war  with  the 
Acefiai  concerning  the  lands  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mazzara  :  which  was  above  fifty  years 
before  the  deftrudtion  of  Motya,by  Dionyfius. 

The  people  of  Lilybasum  muft  have  beea 
powerful,  when  they  were  at  war  with  the 
Aceftaei ;  for,  according  to  Diodorus,  many 
0vi  both  fides  were  flain  in  a  battle  *.  Seve-? 
j-al  ancient  writers  like  wife  relate  that  one 
Strabo,  a  fharp-fighted  man,  faw  a  Carthagi- 
nian fleet  from  a  watch  tower  fail  out  of  the 
baven  of  Carthage  j  and  that  he  even  counted 
the  number  of  (hips  :  but  I  confider  this  talc 
as  fabulous.  When  the  fcirocco  blows,  and 
then  only,  the  African  promontory  of  Capo 
buono  may  be  feen  i  but  this  is  at  leaft  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  German  'miles  nearer 
than  Tunis;  and  Tunis  occupies  the  place 
where  Carthage  flood.  Befide,  the  globular 
form  of  the  earth  makes  it  impoflible  to  dif- 
cover  a  flxip  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  German 
miles :  and  Marfalla  is  no  lefs  from  Tunis. 

Before  we  arrived  at  Mazzara  in  the  evcn-^ 
ing,  we  faw  many  fingle  houfes  newly  built. 

During  the  whole  day,  we  met  with  many 

jjalm  trees  j  which,  beautiful  as  they  are,  we 

,*]piod.  voLi.  p.  A69. 
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always  here  find  planted  fingly  :  or  two  toge* 
ther,  at  the  moft. 

The  weft  coaft  of  Sicily  is  not  fo  well  W2^- 
tered  as  the  north,  and  it  is  therefore  pooi? 
in  agrumi :  but  the  figs  arc  excellent,  and  in 
abundance.  Yet  they  ill  fupply  the  want  of 
the  heart  refreftiirig  fweet  orange,  which  cools 
the  blood,  and  of  which  you  cannot  eafily 
cat  too  many,  Thus  it  is  prefcribed,  both  iv\ 
Sicily  and  Italy,  by  the  phyficians,  as  the  beft 
remedy  for  variqua  difeafes :  as  likewife  are  ice 
fruits,  and  water  cooled  by  the  fnow. 

Mazzara  may  coatain  aboqt  eight  thoufand 
inhabitants-  According  to  QuveriuSj^  it  be- 
longed to  the  Selinuntii 

Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Mazzara,  wq 
0iought  we  faw  the  fun  go  down  behind  the 
African  promontory,  Qapo  buono  :  but  it  was 
theifland  Pqntellaria^  forjnerly  called  Cb^rj, 
which  is  fix  German  miles  from  Africa.  The 
Phoenicians  fent  a  fplony  hither  j  and  it  af- 
terward belonged  to  tli|e  Carthaginians.  It  is 
very  hilly,  and  abounds  in  woods,  corn 
fields,  wine,  oil,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  cotton^ 
The  inhabitants  likewife  breed  many  cattle^ 
^nd  goats. 

This  ifland  is  charaderized  by  its  e:^traor-. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


COUNT  STOLB^RG.  ^7^ 

binary  caverns.  The  people  make  a  peculiar 
kind  of  oil,  from  the  berry  of  the  kntifcui : 
but  the  cotton  is  their  principal  branch  of 
trade.  It  is  fix  German  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence :  but  it  is  only  inhabited  on  the  nofth>^ 
weft  fide,  becaufe  it  is  fo  much  expofed  to  be 
plundered  by  the  corfairs.'  For  this  reafon^ 
the  King  maintains  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred 
and  forty  ntien  in  the  principal  town  j  which 
is  fortified,  and  provided  with  artillery.  The 
inhabitant^  however  do  not  entirely  depend 
oil  the  foldiers,  but  on  theit  own  circum-, 
fpe(flion  and  courage :  for  they  keep  watch  by 
turns  on  ten  towers  that  are  built  oh  the 
(hore. 

The  air  of  the  ifland  is  healthy,  and  its  in- 
habitants are  ftrong.  A  fulphurous  fpring 
fupplics  them  with  beverage :  and  they  em- 
ploy the  rain  water  for  Other  purpofts,  kept  in 
cifterns.  They  as  diligently  cultivate  as  they 
bbldly  defend  theit  little  country.  Even  the. 
Womenpartake  of  thefe  qualities.  Acquainted 
with  female  duties,  exceedingly  induftrious  at 
the  loom,  the  diftafF,and  the  bleaching  ground, 
they  will  frequently  forfake  thefe  occiipations, 
and  handle  the  oar.     They  boaft  of  under-- 

.ftandirig 
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ftanding  the  art  of  fifhixi^,  and  of  managinf 
their  veflek,  equal  to  the  men  ;  ahd  it  is  cvea 
aflGrmed,  in  Sicily^  that  they  have  frequeatly 
been  feen,  on  the  apptoach  of  the  Africans, 
to  ru^  to  the  (hore  with  arms,  in  their  hands  *• 

This  warlike  ardour  and  animated  love  of 
their  country,  for  which  the  inhabitants  of 
fmall  iflands  are  remarkable,  is  cherilhed  hf 
the  afpeca  of  the  enemy's  coaft,  by  the  re-» 
membrancc  of  the  tiqies  when  they  were  go- 
rerned  by  the  Saracens,  from  whofe  yolfc 
Count  Koger  rcleafed.  them,  and  by  later 
misfortunes.  Inthey^ar  i55i3>Dragut,  Cap^ 
tain  Pacha  of  the  Porte,  landed  with  ^  hun- 
dred galleys,  took  the  fortrefs,  and  made  a 
thoufand  prifoners  'f .  • 

Its  prefent  population  confifts  of  more  thail 
four  thoufand  fouls^  The  lariguage  of  the 
people  is  a  mixture  of  th^  African  and  the 
Italian  $• 

.  On  the  14th,  wefaw  the  littl^  towns  of 
^al/emi. dind  Partama  on  our  left.  Satfemi  ia 
the  ancient  Haltcya ;  ^AMxsjuu  Its  Sicilian^ 
like  its,  Greek,  name  is  derived  from  fak 

*  Amico,  Lex-  Top.  Sic.         f  FazeUo. 
X  Amico,  Lex.  Toj^.  Sic. 

fprings* 
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^fpfbgs.     Accor<Kng  to  tibe  liewly  pabliihed 
Ara^bk  doctiments  *^fropa  Palermo  j  it  was  c4k4^ 
SahimaUy  hy  a  Satacen  general,  after  his  b«^ 
loved  fon  j  who  \ras  wi^un^ed  in  battk^  tnA 
who  died  th^  oieit  day.  \ 

In  CaJeUvetrano^:  a  letter;  of  xecommeijjdUr- 
tion  opened  to  us  th?,  palace  of  the  nKfe^: 
Duke  of  T^rranpva  (of  the  Pigfiatelli  femfjy;): 
which  contains  a  confwjeuaible  coUedion;<tf 
old  armour,  T^ie  nunaber  of  the  inhaWj^n^ 
of  this  place  is -ahout  eleven  tho.ttfand.  .i 

In  the  church  of  St,  John,  there  is  a  t^iifU- 
tiful  marble  ftatue  <>i  Jo^hn  the  Baptift.  'Hxe 
countenance,  in  particular,  is  full  of  dignifitd 
expreflion. .  It  was  e?&€outed  in  the  year  152?, 
and  is  the  work  of  Gagini  j  an  artiil  of  P*p; 
lermo.  [  ."i 

On  the  15th,  the  heat  begati  fa  early  in  the 
day  that,  at  fix  o'clock,  wc  were  obliged  to  ufe 
our  umbrellas.  Yet  we  heard  the  nightingale, 
near  Caftellvetrano,  in  a  garden  of  a^i/;wi  and 
pomegranate  trees:  though  in  Germany  it  i^ 
ufually  filent  in.the  heat.  JDuring  the  fore- 
noon, we  rode  through  2^n  open  country. 
Great  quantities  of  a  low  fhrub  are  ieen^ 
trough  the  whole  val  de  Mazzara^  whith, 
♦  Gcfchichtc  dcr  Araber  In  Skil.  j.  lb,  f.  52* 
^  becauft 
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becauie  of  its  rcftmMaitcc  to  the  palm  braricn/ 
is  called  the  dwarf  palm.  Its  botanic  name  is 
palma  chamarops ;  and  chamarops  bumilis  :  the 
Sicilians  cafl  it  giumarra.  Its  leaves  refemble 
the  flicks  pf  an  open  fan.  Before  thefe  leaves'. 
open  themfelvesi  they  adhere  to  each  other  ; 
and  have  the  form  of  a  Ibng  boat,  which  will 
hold  water:  as  I  have  frequently  proved. 
This  flirub  with  us  is  only  about  the  height 
6i  the  fefh  :  but  here  I  have  feen  it  of  the 
height  of  man.  It  is  ufed  for  br<)omSf  and 
font  ib  Italy; 

Some  imagine  that  Virgil,  from  this  plant, 
(failed  ^tXinii^  palmofa  Selinus.  At  prefent,  the 
palm  tree  no  longer  grows  in  that  country  : 
but  18  this  any  proof  that  it  never  grew  there? 
This  argument  would  only  have  weight  4f  the 
palm  tree  were  a  native  of  the  ifland  j  which 
it  is  not.  Palm  trees  in  Sicily,  as^in  thfe  king- 
dom of  Naples,  are  reared  by  man.  The  wild 
j^rfley,  or  apium^  growa  here  in  great  quan- 
tities :  after  the  Greek  name  of  which,  or^AK 
rcy,and  o-gA/rof,  the  tov^n  oi  Selinunty  or  niorer 
properly  Selinoeis^  and  as  commonly  abbrevia- 
ted Selhusj  was  named. 

Here  it  was  that  Timoleon,  by  an  admirable' 
|)rcfence  of  mind,  removed  a  difagreestble  im-* 

prcffiort 
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pteflion  made  upon  his  army  ;  which  might 
have  been  dangerous.  When  he  was  about 
to  ,  pitch  his  camp)  the  country  people  came 
with  mules  that  were  loaded  with  parfley ; 
which  was  intended  to  ferve,  the  foldiers  in- 
ftead  of  ftraw  :  but,  as  this  was  the  plant  with 
which  the  Greeks  decorated  their  graves,  they 
confidered  it  as  an  unpropitious  token,  and 
began  to  murmur..  Timpleon  feized  the  par- 
fley, wove  it  into  a  garlaiid  for  his  temples, 
and  congratulated  his  foldiers,  reminding 
them  that  the  vidors  at  the  Ifthmian  games 
were  crowned  with  parfley;  and  thus  fo  greatly 
exalted  their  courage  that  they  all  followed 
his  example.  The  recolle£tion  was  the  ftronger 
in  their  minds  becaufe  a  part  of  them  were 
Corinthians,  who  "had  frequently  been  fpe£i:a- 
tors  of  thefe  games  in  their  own  country,  and 
part  Syracufians,  who  were  originally  of  Cch 
rinth.  The  following  day,  Timoleon  gained 
a  great  victory  over  the  Carthaginians,  ob- 
tained much  booty,  and  ered:ed  a  trophy  *• 

The  remains  of  Selinus  confifl:  of  the  ruins 
of  three  Greek   temples;    which,  for  their 
wild,  defolate,  and  confufed,  afpedt,  I  nevej? 
*Plut.Lifeof  Tim. 

Vol.  IIL  I  i  faw 


j^ 
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faw .  equalled.   An  earthquake  only  could  have 
fported  thus  with  mafles  fo  cumbrous.     The 
huge  fhafts  of  pillars,  with  their  Doric  cha- 
piters, lie  tumbled   together  :  fome  few  only 
(landing,  and  thofe  not  more  than  half  their 
height.     The  higheft,  at  a  diftance,  looks  like 
a  watch  tower.     It  was  not  without  difficufty 
that  we  could  arrive  at  it,  by  clambering  over 
the  ruins.     We  could  not  come  at  it  below, 
but  were  obliged  to  take  its  meafure  fome  ells 
above  the  ground  ;  and  found  its  circumfe- 
.  rence  to  be  twenty-eight  Parifian  feet :  plcds 
de  Rot.    They  muft  have  been  at  leaft  a  foot 
larger  below  in  circumference  :  for  thefe  pil- 
lars, according  to  the  old  Doric  manner,  are 
very  much  tapered.     It  ftands  in  the  foremoft 
temple,  in  which  all  the  pillars  are  polifhed, 
and   that  probably   was  dedicated  to    Zeus: 
who  was  held  in  great  honour,  by  the  Sell- 
nuntiu     The  pillars  of  the  two  other  temples 
are  fluted  :  that  with  the  polifhed  pillars  is 
the  largeft.     From  thefe  polifhed  pillars,  and 
from  the  fl6nes  which  I  faw  that  were  only 
half  wrought,   I   conje£ture  that   this  great 
temple  was,  building  at  the  time  of  its  deftruc- 
tion.     This  is  the  more  probable  becaufe  I  am 
'      '  told 
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told  that,  in  the  neighbouring  latomice^  or  &.ont 
quarries,  ftill  feveral  unfinifhed  fhafts  of  pil- 
lars are  found. 

Selinus  was  founded  a  century  after  the 
building  of  the /fy^/^ J//  Megara^  by  citizens 
from  this  place  ;  which  ky  between  L^cgntiim 
and  Syracufe.  This  happened  in  ]the  firft  year 
j^f  the  38th  Olympiad,  627  years  before  Chrift, 
undfer  a  leader  called  Pamilus*. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  91ft  Olympi?id,  414 
years  before  the  birth \^of  Chrifl;,  the  Aceftcei^ 
who  were\at  war  with  the  Selinuptiij  fent  to 
Athens  for  aid  :  tQ  which  lifeewife  the  people 
of  Leontium,'  having  been ,  driven  from  that 
city  by  the  Syracufia'iis,  feufe  the  celebrated 
Gorgias.;.    "/. 

The  Athenians,  who  Qqjy  fought  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fubj^d  all  Sicily,  (complied  with  their 
requeil  f.   = 

You  know  how  unfortunate  this  war  was 
to  Athens. >  T^e  Acejlai  were  obliged  to  yield 
the  contefted  lands  to  the  Selimmtii ;  but,  as 
thq  letter  were  ftill  tta(ati|sfied^  thp  J^cejiat  fent 
to  Carthage,  ofiVring  their  city  to  the  Cartha- 
ginians. After  varipus  embaffies,  in  the '4th 
year  of  the  92d  Olympiad,  407  years  before 
*Thuc.  lib*  vi.  p.  380.         f  Diod.  lib,  xii.  v.  i.  p.  537* 

lit  the 
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the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  Carthaginians  lenC 
Hannibal,  the  grandfon  of  Hamilcar,  who  fell 
Jbefore  Himera,  with  a  powerful  army  againft 
Selinus. 

It  had  been  long  fince  the  SeUnuntii  had 
fuftained  a  fiege.  During  the  former  war, 
which  the  Carthaginians  waged  againft  Gelo^ 
about  feventy  years  before,  the  Selinuntii 
were  the  only  Greqfes  in  the  ifland  who  had 
been  their  allies,  and  little  expefted  fuch  a  re- 
turn. Each  age  and  fex  took  a  part  in  the 
defence  of  their  city,  and  their  freedom ;  and 
Hannibal  encouraged  his  troops  Iby  the  pro- 
mife  of  plunder.  Battering  rams  were  placed 
againft  the  Walls,  Mid  the  moft  valorous  vied 
with  each  other  in  the  kttack,  while  the  trum- 
pets and  fliouts  of  war  of  the  befieging  army 
refounded  at  the  onfet.  Apart  of  the  walls  fell 
before  the  battering  engines,  the  Campanian 
foldiers  preflcd  forward  and  were  driven  back 
by  the  Selinuntii,  and  the  battle  ceafed  as  night 
approached.        ^ 

In  the  morning,  Hanmbal  renewed  the  bat- 

.  fie ;  which  raged  for  nine  days^  the  women 

hurling  tiles  from  the  roofs  on  the  foe.     At 

length,  the  Selinuntii  were  driven  from  their 

narrow  ftrcets,  and  Colleded  in  the  puHic 

6    "^  place  J 
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piace;  where,  while  they  ftill  continued  to 
fightj  they  were  all  put  to  the  fword. 

The  Carthaginians  plundered  and  fet  fird 
to  the  city;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  burned  in  their  houfes,  the  reft  were 
murdered  without  regard  to  age  or  fex,  and 
the  dead  were  mutilated,  and  their  heads  borne 
on  pikes. 

The  women,  who  with  their  children  had 
fled  to  the  temples,  were  commanded  to  b^ 
fpared  :  not  in  compaffion,  but  from  the, fear 
that  they  would  confume  themfelves  and  the 
temples  by  fire,  and  thus  deprive  the  viflors 
of  their  expected  fpoil.  At  the  approach  of 
night,  the  city  was  plundered,  a  part  of  the 
houfes  were  burned,  others  were  pulled  down*, 

*  Some  may  be  furprifed  that  the  ancients,  whofe 
cities  were  fo  frequently  taken  and  burned,  did  not,  lik6 
tlie  prefent  It;(lians  and  Sicilians,  build  their  houfes  of 
ftone.  But  why  fhould  they,  in  thefe  unfortunate  times, 
build  houfes  which  (hoirid  remain  when  the  citizens 
fhould  be  flaughtered,  and  their  wives  and  children  fold 
9S  flaves  ?  As  to  the  burning  of  the  temples,  it  can  only  bb 
underftood  that  the  treafure,  furniture,  and  inward  part^, 
could  be  burned.  That  the  temples  themfelves  bad 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  flames,  a,  glance  at  the  prodi- 
gious ruins  will  render  fufficiently  apparent.  They  could 
qqly  be  deftroyed  by  a  fuccefEbja  of  ages,  and  earthquajce*. 

^  •  I i  3  and 
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and  blood  and  death  filled  the  ftreets.  Six- 
teen thoufand-  of  the  flain  were  found,  above 
five  thoufaod  prifoners  were  taken,  and  during 
the  night  the  Carthaginians  e?cercifed  the  mod 
fiend-like  cruelty,  and  luft.  Two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  of  the  Selinuntii  efcaped,  and 
fled  to  Agrigentum,  where  they  were  main- 
tained at  the  public  expence  ;  and  the  citizens, 
who  were  fufficiently  difpofed  to  befriend 
them,  were  exhorted  to  afford  them  every  aid; 
At  this  time,  three  thoufand  chofen  Syra- 
cufians,  who  had  been  fent  to  aflift  the  Seli- 
nuntii, arrived  at  Agrigentum  :  who,  when 
they  heard  what  had  befallen  Selinus,  fent 
^envoys  to  Hannibal,  requefting  him  to  fufFer 
the  prifoners  to  be  ranfomed,  and  to  fpare  the. 
temples.  He  replied,  *'  the  Selinuntii  had 
**  not  been  able  to  endure  freedom,  and  muft 
•'  now  try  flavery  :  their  angry  Gods  had  for- 
"  faken  them.'*  But,  when  the  fugitives  fent 
Empedion  to  him,  who  had  always  oppofed 
the  tvar  with  Carthage,  Hannibal  fet  the  re- 
lations of  this  man  who  were  prifoners  at  li- 
berty >  and  permitted  the  Selinuntii  to  rebuild 
the  houfes  of  their  tp^n  and  country,  on  pay- 
ing tribute  to  Carthage. 

*  Selinus 
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Selinus  had  been. built  two  hundred  and 
forty  years  when  it  was  taken  by  Hannibal*, 

In  the  fame  year,  being  the  4th  of  the  g2d 
Olympiad  and  407  years  before  Chrift,  Hei- 
mocrates,  the  'great  leader  of  Syracufe,  took 
poffeflion  of  this  defolated  city,  and  colleded 
fuch  of  the  fcattered  citizens  as  had  efcaped 
from  the  Carthaginians. 

Eleven  years  afterward,  Selinus  again  be- 
came fo  powerful  that,  on  the  invitation  of 
Dionyfms,  it  took  part  in  the  war  againft  tha 
people  of  Carthage. 

The  city  after  this  continued  a  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ;  when  it  was  once  more  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  peo- 
ple tranfported  to  Lilybaum. 

We  now  find  no  more  mention  of  it,  till, 
in  the  ninth  Century  of  the  chriftian  sera,  a  Sa- 
racen General  landed  here,  found  a  little 
town,  deftroyed  it,  and  informed  the  Caliph, 
that,  in  order  to  fpread  the  terror  of  his  arms, 
he  had  put  the  citizens  to  the  fword,  and  had 
called  the  place  -B^/^  el  Braghity  or  the  Town 
,of  Fleas,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were  taken 
like  fleas  f .     The  place  where  it  ftood,  con- 

♦  Diod.  vol.  1.  I.  13.  p.  58*3. 

f  Gefihichte  der  Arab.  i.  th.  f.  8» 

114  tinues 
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tinues  to  be  defolate ;  while  its  grand  remains 
denote  its  ancient  magnificence,  and  its  name. 
Terra  degli  Pulci^  or  Land  of  Fleas,  is  a  me- 
mento of  the  Muflulman's  cruelty. 

The  furrounding  country  is  very  fertile* 
After  we  had  furveyed  the  ruins,  among 
which  we  found  the  wild  fig  growing,  we 
rode  along  a  fmall  foot-path  among  the  tall 
Icntifcus^  that  rofc  above  the  cork  tree ;  from 
the  tops  of  which  we  Jieard  the  chirping  of 
innumerable  grafshoppers,  of  the  fpecies  that 
the  Greeks  called  /^///>,  and  the  Romans 
Cicada.  Their  Itjalian  name  Is  chala.  This 
grafshopper  is  much  fmaller  than  ours,  looks 
as  the  ancients  fay  as  if  it  lived  upon  dew, 
and  leaps  and  flies  with  equal  velocity.  The 
Greeks  delighted  in  them,  for  their  agility.  I 
cannot  withftand  the  pleafure  of  citing  the  ode 
of  Anacreon  to  a  grafshopper, 

Xct  yag  kn  xuva  Trarrasy   . 

X*  oTTotra  ^^govjiv  tiXa^. 
Xu  h  fiXtoq  ytipgyoiVy 
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Aiyv^fiv  y  iJftWfv  oifinv. 
To  Sf  7>Jf 585  iy  ^«  '»'f'P'»« 

Happy  infeft,  what  can  be, 
In  happinefs,  compar'd  to  thee?  , 

Fed  with  nourifhment  divine. 
The  dewy  morning's  gentle  wine ! 
Nature  waits  upon  thee  ftlU, 
And  thy  verdant  cup  does  fill, 
*Tis  fiird,  wherever  thou  doft  tread. 
Nature's  felf  's  thy  Ganymed* 
Thou  doft  drink,  and  dance,  and  fing  ; 
Happier,  than  the  happieft  king  \ 
All  the  fields,  which  thou  doft  fee, 
,  All  the  plants  belong  to  thee, 
AH  that  fummer  hours  produce. 
Fertile  made  Mrith  early  juice. 
Man  for  thee  does  fow  and  plows 
Farmer  he,  and  landlord  thou ! 
Thou  doft  innocently  joy. 
Nor  does  thy  luxury  deftr«y  i 
The  fliepherd  gladly  heareth  thee, 
More  harmonious  than  he* 
Thee  country  hin<)s  with  gladnefs  hear. 
Prophet  of  the  ripen'd  year! 
Thee  Phoebus  loves,  and  doe§  infpirc^ 
Phoebus  is  himfelf  thy  fire« 

T# 
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To  thice,  of  all  things  upon  earthy 

tiife  is  no  longer  than  thy  mirth. 

Happy  infedl,  happy  thou 

Doft  neither  age  nor  winter  know. 

But  when  thou'ft  drunk,  and  danced,  and  fung 

Thy  fill,  the  flowery  leaves  among, 

(Voluptuous,  and  wife,  with  all. 

Epicurean  animal !) 

Sated  with  thy  fummer  feaft. 

Thou  retir'fl  to  endlefs  reftj 

CoWLET. 

They  are  ufually  of  a  grafs  green :  though 
I  have  feen  one  of  a  yellow  tint,  with  pur- 
ple wings.  Their  note,  though  it  has  been 
fo  particularly  celebrated  by  the  ancients, 
muft  not  be  fuppofed  harmonious.  It  is  a 
flirill,  noify,  unvaried  chirp,  not  much  pre- 
ferable to  the  chirping  of  our  grafshopper. 

We  faw  fine  corn  fields  on  the  right;  the. 
corn  (landing  piled  up,  and  the  ftubble  de- 
noting the  excellence  of  its  growth.  Below, 
we  faw  the  river  Belici^  meandering  through 
thefe  fields  between  its  high  banks  ;  its  courfe 
denoted  by  trees,  and  fhrubs.  This  river  is 
the  Hy/fa  of  the  ancients.  I  did  not  per- 
ceive, between  this  and  Selinus,  the  now 
nearly  dried  up  marfh  of  Jalici;  which  the 
ancients  called  Gomfa.      Its  unhealthy    air 

was 
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was  once  very  dangerous  to  pregnant  women. 
It  was  purified  by  the  paflage  of  two  rivers  ; 
which  were  turned  through  it  by  Empedoclesy 
the  famous  naturalift  of  Agrigentum. 

Near  a  houfe  which,  from  the  bridge,  18 
called  Pontc  Belici^  we  refted  at  a  place  be- 
fide  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  river,  the  re^ 
collection  of  which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me. 
Overcome  by  the  great  heat  of  the  day,  we 
reclined  under  fpreading  elms  on  the  high 
banks  of  the  cooling  ftream,  fiirrounded  by 
the  wild  vine,  a:nd  the  tamarifk*. 

A  fcanty  but  cheerful  meal  gave  us  new 
ftrength;  aided  by  the  well  tafted  wine  of 
Caftellvetrano,  which  is  among  the  beft  wines 
of  the  ifland.  I  refreflied  myfelf  by  bathing 
in  the  river,  before  I  ate,  where  it  rufhes  be- 
tween poliftied  rocks,  and  where  a  fallen  tree 
feemed  as  if  torn  up  by  the  roots  to  protect 
me  from  the  peril  of  the  torrent.  We  flept  on 
the  bare  ground,  rofe  from  the  banks,  revived, 
in  the  afternoon,  and  once  more  mounted  our. 
mules.  Thefe  animals  are  much  better  than 
the  bad  horfes,  that  we  met  with  in  Italy :  fo 
that,   though  we  have  travelled  as   far,  we 

^  *  Tamarifcus  Galltca :  of  which  Theocritus  and  Virgil 
fung,  calling  it  Myrica :  Mi/f wc«. 

have 
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have  always  enjoyed  fome  hours  of  rcfrefliing 
flecp  after  our  mes^s,  during  the  heat  of  the 
day. 

Our  vetturino^  vfho  h  2l  campiere^  that  is, 
one  of  the  provincial  guards,  who  are  obliged 
on  command  to  preferve  the  fafety  of ,  tTie 
roads,  or  to  fend  fubftitutes,  each  wearing  a  uni- 
form, and  to  efcort  travellers  with  arras  attach-*^ 
cd  to  the  faddle,  this  vetturino  is  a  good  and 
an  agreeable  man ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the 
heat,  fings  like  a  grafshopper,  and  often  af-^ 
fords  us  pleafure  by  the  ardour  of  and  the 
incidents  contained  in  his  national  fongs.  Ouy 
young  drivers  likewife  are  gopd  lads ;  they 
delight  in  making  us  acquainted  with  the  pro* 
duftions  of  their  country,  and  afk;  us  many 
queftions  concerning  the  kind  of  corn,  trees, 
^nd  fruits,  that  are  to  be  found  in  Germany, 

We  arrived  at  Sciacca  in  the  evening ;  a 
well  built  town,  fituated  on  a  hill  by  the  fea 
J(ide*  It  is  one  of  the  towns  that  contain 
earicatoriy  or  large  granaries,  in  which  the  Ban 
roni  keep  their  corn  for  fale*  The  time  of 
exportation  however  is  regulated  by  govern-i 
:paent  The  oppreflqd  proprietors  dare  not 
fell  their  fuperfluity  to  the  foreign  merchant. 
This  ordinance  no  doubt  is  iflued  partly  that 

the 
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the  govei'nmertt  may  know  how  much  com 
has  been  fold,  an4  grant  perniiffioa  qr  publifh 
prohibitory  orders  accordingly,  and  partly 
that  no  deception  may  be  pradifed  to  efcape, 
taxation:  biit,  iti^nyjcafe,  it  is  abfolute  bar*- 
barifm  to  fetter  this  trade,  in  a  country  which 
formerly,  when  it  fed  many  more  inhaljitant^ 
than  it  does  at  prefei>t,  was  called  the  granary 
^f  Rome. 

This,  place  was  anciently  called  Thcrmise: 
the  hot  baths:  ©B^imai:  likew^fe, ©gg/^a ;  t.u 
'Gegfjict  vS'cLTx:  becaufe  of  the  vapour  baths  of 
the  mountain,  that  is  at  the  back  of  the^town* 
The  ancients  a^fcribed  thefe  vapour  baths  ^a 
Daedalus,  The  moderns  think  themfelves  m^ 
debted  for  them  to  San  Calogero.^  However 
groundlefs  the  firft  opinion  may  be,  it  will  at 
leaft  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  feeond.  The 
coiyedure  of  my  friend  Miinfer  13  rational,' 
and  probable^  It  is  that  this  San  CdogerOj^ii 
whom  nothing  determinate  is  known,  can  be 
no  other  than  the  ancient  Daedalus ;  who :pro-» 
bably,  becaufe  of  his  fervices  to  his  country, 
centuries  after  his  death,  was  called  by  the 
Greeks  Ct7/(?/ G^rc>»,  the  handfome,  otthe  dig^ 
nified,  old  man.  * 

Sciacca  was  called  by  the  Romans  Therms 

Selir 
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Selinuntia.  It  contains  many  ingenious  pot- 
ters, who  give  their  vafes  beautiful  forms. 
I  mention  this  circumftance  becaufe  Agatho- 
cles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe  and  of  Sicily,  was 
a  potter's  fon,  and  born  at  Sciacca. 

Yefterday  on  the  1 6th,  we  rode  all  the 
morning  through  an  open  and  in  general  an 
uncultivated  country;  which  produces  no- 
thing, except  the  wild  parfley,  the  giumarra, 
for  fo  the  Sicilians  call  the  dwarf  palm,  many 
kinds  of  thiftles,  fomc  of  which  I  have  never 
fcen  but  in  this  ifland,  and  plants  of  the  wolf 
thiftle,  that  grow  nearly  to  the  height  of  a 
man.  The  flourifhing  growth  of  this  plant 
denotes  the  fcantinefs  of  population  ;  and  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,  which  was  farther  proved 
by  the  ftubble  of  fome  corn  fields,  the  grain 
of  which  muft  have  been  excellent.   , 

The  blooming  oleander  here  and  there  de- 
noted the  courfe  of  the  river,  meandering 
through  the  plain,  and  refreshed  the  eye  iu 
this  naked  region. 

The  heat  was  great,  and  particularly  felt  as 
often  as  we  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
fca :  yet  now  and  then  We  met  with  a  cooling 
breeze,  and  we  recreated  ourfelves  at  two  clear 
fprings% 
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We  rode  through  the  river  Platani,  the 
Halycus  of  the  ancients ;  which  was  the 
boundary  of  the  Carthaginian  domains. 

We  halted  at  noon  in  Monte  Allegro;  a 
village  built  on  a  rocky  hill,  furrounded  by 
naked  heights,  and  which  probably  owes  its 
name*  to  a  fertile  and  well  watered  valley. 
The  uppermoft  houfes  are  now  empty,  and 
going  to  ruin;  becaufe  the  inhabitants,  foi-- 
faking  thefe  fteep  heights,  have'  built  on  the 
declivity  of  the  hill.  The  ancient  Sicani,  ac- 
cording to  Diodorus,  fought  fafety  by  build- 
ing villages  on  the  hills ;  and,  not  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ago,  the  modern  Sicilians, 
endeavoured  to  proted  themfelves  againft  the 
marauding  pirates,  by  the  fame  mearis. 

In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  we  rode  ta 
Siculiana;  which  Cluverius  believes  to  be  the 
place  of  the  ancient  Camtcus :  but  Fazelld  and 
Amico  place  Camicus  on  the  hill  where  the 
prefent  G/V^^;/// ftands ;  and  the  teftimony  of 
the  ancients  better  accords  with  their  opinion! 
than  with  that  of  Cluverius.  The  town  be^ 
longs  to  the  rich  family  of  the  Princes  Catto- 
lica :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  efti- 
mated  at  four  thoufand  four  hundred. 

*  Mo/tU  Jl/egnjaezns  merry  or  cieer/ul  hill.    T; 

I  This 
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This  morning,  IVe  pafled  through  i  dtilti*, 
vated  GOUritry,  among  vineyards,  corn  fields, 
and  olive  plantations,  till  we  came   to  G/r- 
genti :  the  ancient  jtigrigentutn. 

The  haven  lies  four  Italian  miles  from  the 
city,  and  contains  the  largeft  granaries  of  Si-^ 
cily.  Granaries  wefe  built  on  the  fhores  of* 
the  ifland  as  early  as  the  times  of  the  Sara^ 
cens.  Some  people  s^Strra  that  the  regulations 
they  iflued  w^ere  much  more  advantageous,' to 
the  corn  trade,  than  the  pfefent :  the  incon- 
veniences of  which  they  avoided. 

Near  the  haven  of  Girgenti,  the  corn  is 
kept  in  fubterranean  magazines,  cut  in  the 
rock,  of  an  aftonifhing  lize.  This  is  an  ex-* 
^client  manner  of  preferving  the  corn  fre(h| 
for  many  years,  in  this  hot  country.  Among 
us,  fuch  a  cuftom  would  be  prejudicial :  for 
our  rocks  are  humid  j  efpecialiy  when  undef 
ground. 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  haven,  be- 
tween the  fea  and  a  high  ftiore ;  the  rocks  of 
which  are  dazzlingly  v^hite. 

Girgenti  is  built  on  a  hill,  with  its  foun* 
dation  on  the  rock.  The  river  Dragty  the 
ancient  Acragas^  after  which  the  town  was 
named,  flows  in  the  valley  beneath^ 

LET- 
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LETTER     XC. 

Girgenti,  20th  June  1792* 

[T  IS  a  real  pleafure,  for  an.  obferver 
of  human  occurrences,  to  caft  a  backward 
glance  from  the  place  where  we  now  Hand  on 
the  ages  that  are  flown.  If  the  change  of , 
objedis  afford  him  delight,  he  yet  gladly  re-, 
pofes  ;  and  Hops  to  examine  the  blue  diftances 
which,  at  the  firft  view,  appear  to  be  clouds : 
but  which  a  more  fixed  attention  foon  be- 
gins to  embody.  There  where  he  only  per- 
ceived azure  mifts  he  begins  to  diftinguifh  the 
works  of  nature,  and  of  man ;  till  greater 
diflances  become  vifible,  and  others  lefs  per- 
ceptible are  loft  in  the  foft  (hadings  of  the 
horizon. 

All  enquiry  is  at  once  cut  fhort,  if  we  en- 
tirely rejed  thofe  diftant  times  that,  if  they 
have  any  connexion  with  our  own,  it  is  by  an 
almoft  imperceptible  thread :  but,  if  we  limit 
thofe  enquiries  by  the  monuments  that  re- 
main, we  are  in  no  danger  of  being  deceived. 

Vol.  III.  Kk  Some 
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Some  people  exclaim — "  Let  us  leave  pedants, 
"  that  are  loft  in  the  duft  and  night  of  diftant 
"  ages,  and  that  vainly  endeavour  to  ftrike 
"  light  out  of  darknefs.  Let  the  fanciful  poet 
"  revel  in  the  imaginary  adventures  of  fable: 
"  wc  wifh  for  hiftorical  truth ;  clear,  indub;- 
"  table,  truth/' 

Let  every  man  go  his  own  road.  Be  each 
his  own  painter.  In  the  extenfive  and  dark 
ihadcd  regions  of  human  knowledge,  the 
foreft  of  hiftory  finds  its  place ;  where  innu- 
menible  trees  of  a  fimilar  kind  are  mingled, 
and  confounded  ;  and  where,  foniewhat  apart, 
the  grove  of  poetry  fpreads  its  branches:  yet, 
fo  conneded  are  this  foreft  and  this  grove,  that 
he,  who  would  raife  a  wall  of  feparation, 
would  find  he  had  undertaken  an  impoflible 
tafk.  And,  were  it  accomplifhed,  many  with 
me  would  wifli  to  overleap  his  boundary,  and 
fnatch  the  golden  fruit,  and  liften  to  the 
fwect-ncted  nightingale.  We  will  even  fup- 
pofe  Pallas  herfelf,  in  the  form  of  Mentor,  to 
be  the  guide  of  thefe  fages,  and  defcribing  the 
boundary  line  :  Where  fliall  it  be  ?  Where  will 
they  mark  out  the  place  Qver  which  not  one 
ftray  feed  of  fable  has  been  blown ;  or  on 
:  .  which 
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which  no  bird  of  paflage,  quitting  the  poetV 
grove^  has  dropped  a  kernel  ? 

While  we  hold  certain  hiftory  to  be  wor- 
thy our  attention,  if  the  progrefs  of  mind  be 
interefting  to  us,  let  us  not  think  thofe  ob- 
jefts  which  the  vale  of  fable  fhadows  beneath 
our  notice.  As  a  man,  if  he  be  not  ftill  a 
child,  may  eafily  comprehend  the  fables  of 
Mfop  without  Reading  the  morals  at  the  end, 
fo  may  he  defcry  the  origin  of  nations  under 
the  veil  of  fid:ion,  or  difcover  one  event  that 
fhall  throw  light  on  a  feries  of  fucceeding 
events ;  and  thus  put  the  cynical  and  cenfo- 
rious  caviller  to  the  blu(h,  who  reproaches 
the  candid  enquirer  of  wifhing  to  obtain 
light  from  darknefs. 

Poets  make  Minos  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
dead  :  but  did  not  nations,  whofe  monuments, 
of  various  kinds  prove  their  exiftence,  derive 
their  laws  from  the  laws  he  gave  his  iflanders  ? 
.  When  the  poet  fmgs  the  expedition  of  the 
Argonauts,  fhall  we  believe  the  whole  to  be 
falfe  becaufe  he  likewife  tells  us  of  the  dra*- 
gon,-  and  the  incantations  of  Medea  ?  Shall 
we,  deijy  the  war  of  the  feven  heroes  againft 
Thebes,  or  the  fiege  of  Troy,  becaufe  we 
K  k  2  neither 
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neither  believe  in  the  enigma  of  the  Sphinj^, 
nor  that  Neptune  built  the  walls  c5f  lUon  for 
Laomedon  f 

Thefe  eras,  cxifting  as  they  do  in  the  fongs 
of  the  poets,  even  thefe,  are  among  the  moft 
interefting  to  the  hiftorical  enquirer.  The 
night  of  fable,  rich  in  fanciful  forms,  drives 
her  airy  chariot  over  his  brow.  Vifions  float 
•  around  him  ;  but  they  are  tbe  vifions  of  the 
morning,  when  day  is  beginning  to  break. 
Who  does  not  feel  difguft  at  the  amours  of 
Pafipbae^  and  at  the  fabulous  fruit  of  this 
amour,  the  double  formed  monfter,  the  Mino- 
taur, that  lived  in  the  labyrinth?  But  the 
labyrinth  itfelf  exifted.  So  did  a  Dsedalus, 
by  whom  it  was  built.  He  built  the  labyrinth 
of  Cnojfus^  after  an  ancient  Egyptian  model ; 
the  prodigious  ruins  of  which  we  flill  behold 
with  aftoniftiment. 

The  ftory  tells  us  that  Minos  was  enraged 
againft  this  Dsedalus,  becaufe  by  him  the  fe^ 
cret  amour  o^  his  Queen  Paftphae  had  been 
favoured.  The  artift  flew,  though  not  as  the 
fable  fays  on  waxen  wjngs,  but  probably  by 
the  aid  of  a  fhip  of  his  own  invention^  over  to 
Sicily  J  w^here  he  was  received  by  Cocolus,  or 

Cocalus, 
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Cdcalus,  the  King  of  the  SicanL  Here  he  built 
the  ftrongeft  city  of  his  age,  on  the  hill  (7*2- 
micus.  This  city,  which  was  called  Camicus^ 
occupied  the  place  on  which  afterward  the 
ftrongeft  part  of  Agrigentum  ftood. 

Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus  ^, 
and  Diodorus ;  who  both  farther  relate  th^t 
Minos  purfued  Dsedalus,  and  required  him  to 
be  delivered  up  by  Cocolus :  but  that  Minos 
had  been  murdered  by  the  treachery  of  Co- 
colus. 

The  Sicani  burned  the  fiiips  of  the  Cretans, 
which  had  accompanied  Minos ;  and  the  Cre- 
tans feparated :  fome  of  whom  built  Minoa^ 
and  others,  after  wandering  round  the  ftiorc 
built  Engyum^  on  a  ftrong  place  befide  a  foun- 
tain f. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Minos,  Herodotus, 
who  appears^iu  general  to  have  confidered  the 
ftory  of  the  death  of  Minos  as  a  report,  fays 

*  Herod,  lib.  vii. 

Kara  3f  t>iv  vuv  'AxpayavTiwjy  h  ra  Kai/jLtfca  «aX«/iev)jy,  ^oXiv 
km  TTET^a;  k<Ta\f  wajav  ixv^ararviv  KarscntBuaffE,  km    TravrsT^Sf^ 
Bx    0iai   ava\arov.       5)t«v>jv   km    a-KO>^iav  ttjv   ava^aaiv  avrn^ 

pv^axTEcrSai.     Diod.  b.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  3^1.  ed.     WcflT. 
f  Diod.  1.  iv.  v.  i.  p.  322. 

Kk3  the 
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the  Cretans  failed  to  Sicily,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  that  King,  where  they  five  years  in 
vain  befieged  Camicus ;  and  on  their  return 
were  overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  fhipwrecked  at 
Jcipygia^  and  their  vefl'els  deftroyed,  and  that 
they  there  built  the  town  of  Hyrta  :  the  pre- 
fent  Oria  *. 

The  defcription  that  Polybius  gives,  of  the 
fortrefs  of  ^grigentuniy  agrees  exceedingly 
well  with  that  given  by  Diodorus,  of  the 
town  faid  to  be  built  by  Daedalus  for  Co- 
colus  f . 

Paufanias  calls  the  Sicanian  town  Omphace  ; 
and  fays  that  it  was  deftroyed  by  Antiphemus^ 
who  led  a  Greek  colony  to  Gela  and  brought 
a  ftatue  thither,  which  was  the  work  of  Dseda- 
lus.  This  Antiphemus  from  the  ifland  of 
Rhodes,  and  Entymus  from  the  ifland  of 
Crete,  joining  their  communities,  eftabliihed 
a  colony  at  Gela,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  23d 
Olympiad,  686  years  before  Chrift,  and  gave 
the  town  the  Doric  laws  :  no  doubt  the  laws  of 
Minos  %. 

About  a  hundred  and  eight  years  afterward, 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  50th  Olympiad,  578 

^  See  Letter  Ixxxi.  ;     f  Pol.  lib,  ix.  21. 

X  Thuc.  lib.  IV.  p.  380, 

years 
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years  before  Chrift,  the  citizeiis  of  Gela  peo- 
pled Agrigentum^  which  they  named  after  the 
river  Acrugas.  Their  leaders  were  Ari/lofiouSj 
and  Pyjlilus  ;  who  gave  the  town  the  laws  of 
Gela*.. 

The  Romans  afterward  called  this  city 
Agrigentum,  which  name  has  nearly  made  the 
ancient  Greek  name  forgotten.  Agrigentum 
was  ten  miles  in  circumference;  and  it  vyas 
indebted  for  its  rapid  increafe  to  the  fertility 
of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  fituation,  and 
the  wifdom  of  its  laws.  Yet  from  this  very 
profperity  excefs,  voluptuoufpefs,  and  re- 
peated flavery  arofe.  Thofe,  who  read  in 
hiftory,  and  have  not  remarked  the  circle  of 
events  arifing  from  the  laws  of  human  na- 
ture tj  niuft  have  read  without  remarking. 

Some  generations  after  the  founding  of 
Agrigentum,  it  was  reduced  under  the  yoke 
of  defpdtifm  by  the  gloomy  and  cruel  tyrant 
Phalaris.  Who  has  not  heard  of  his  bull  of 
brafs  ;  in  which  the  monfter  put  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  delighted  himfelf  with  their  dy- 
ing cries,  fhrieks,  and  groans  :  which,  modu- 

*  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  380. 

t  If  the  author  had  faid  the  laws  of  ignorance^  I  think 
he  would  have  been  nearer  to  the  truth.    T. 

K  k  4  lated 
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lated  by  the  hollow  brafs,  founded  like  the 
roaring  of  a  bull  ? 

Wieland's  defcription  of  a  juft  man  con- 
cludes with  the  following  words  : 

Der  eh  in  Phalaris  durchgluthemjlier  verdHrhe 
Eh  er  in  Phrynens  arm  ein  diadem  eriviirbe. 

He'd  rather  in  Phalaris'  bull  expire 

Than  in  the  arms  of  Phrync  crowns  acquire. 

When  Agrigentum  had  attained  the  fummit 
of  its  greatnefs,  it  contained,  according  to 
Diodorus,  twenty  thoufand  citizens ;  arid, 
including  thofe  who  were  not  citizens,  two 
hundred  thoufand  fouls*.  In  this  eftimate 
the  flaves  no  doubt  were  not  included.  Dioge- 
nes Laertius  gives  eight  hundred  thoufand,  as 
the  number  of  fouls  in  Agrigentum  f .  Nor 
will  this  number  appear  extravagant,  if  we 
compare  it  with  that  which  another  writer 
gives  of  the  population  of  Athens ;  where, 
in  the  time  of  Demetrius  Phalereus',  there 
were  twenty-one  thoufand  citizens,  ten  thou^ 
fand  free  inhabitants  without  the  right  of 
citizenfhij),  ixeroixQi^  and  four  hundred  thou- 
fand flaves  J.     It  is  highly  probable  that  the 

*  Diod.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609. 

•J-  Diog,  Lacrt.  in  vit.  Eftiped.        t  Athen.  Hb.  vi. 

rich 
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rich  and  voluptuous  Agrigentini  had  more 
Jlaves  than  the  Athenians. 

The  vineyards  of  the  territories  of  Agrir 
gentum  were  large  and  famous  for  their  g^ne-^ 
rous  produce.  Moft  of  the  country  was 
adorned  with  olive  trees  j  prodigious  num- 
bers of  which  were  planted  :  for^  as  thq  olive 
jhad  not  then  been  introduced  to  Africa,  the 
people  of  Agrigentum  gained  immenfe  wealth 
by  the  fale  of  their  oil  *. 

This  wealth  rendered  them  fo  effeminate 
that,  when  the  city  was  hard  prefled  by  the 
befieging  Carthaginians,  it  was  neceflary  to 
Umit  the  voluptuciufnefs  of  their  guards,  on 
watch,  to  a  bolfter,  a  mattrafs,  a  coverlet  of 
hair,  and  two  pillows  +. 

Antifthenes,  a  citizen  of  Agrigentum,  en- 
tertained the  citizens  in  the  ftreet$  at  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter.  The  bride  was 
efcorted  by  above  eight  hundred  chariots; 
and,  not  only  all  the  horfemen  of  the  city, 
but,  thofe  likewife  of  the  neighbouring  towns 
were  invited,  and  did  honour  to  the  caval- 
cade. All  the  altars,  in  the  temples  and  the 
ftreets,  were  fpread  with  wood ;  and  men 
were  placed,  who  were  provided  with  faggots, 

f  Dio4.  lib,  3^iii,  vol.  i.  p\  6q$,  f  Diod.  Kb.  xiii* 
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and  piles  of  wood,  and,  when  the  bride- and 
efcort  began  their  proceflion,  the  token  as  ap- 
pointed was  given  by  fire  from  the  fortrefs  ; 
on  which,  in  an  inftant,  the  piles  on  the  altars 
were  all  kindled,  and  the  city  appeared  to  be 
in  flames  *. 

Seven  years  before  the  fiege,  Exainetus, 
having  obtained  the  prize  at  the  Olympic 
games,  made  a  folemn  public  entry  into  his 
native  city  ;  in  which  he  pompoufly  difplayed 
himfelf  in  a  chariot,  followed  by  three  hun- 
dred other  chariots,  each  drawn  by  a  pair  of 
white  horfes. 

The  great  naturalift,  philofopher,  and  poet, 
Empedocles,  faid  of  his  fellow  citizens,  "  The 
'*  people  of  Agrigentum  feaft  as  if  they  were 
"  to  die  to-morrow ;  and  build  as  if  they  were 
*'  to  live  for  ever  f." 

They  were  famous  for  their  hofpitality. 
Empedocles  fays  of  this  city 

Suvuv  di^o7oi  yafjtevEij  xaxirrrro;  aTTst^oi* 

A  haven  facred  to  ftrangers,  and  free  from 
malicious  knavery:};.    Gellias  §  was  famous  for 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.        .    f  Diog.  Laert.  in  vit.  Emped. 
J  Diod.  lib.  xiii. 
'  §  In  Athenaeus  he  is  called  Tellias,  probably  by  an 
error  of  die  trasifcriber. 
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his  riches  and  hofpitality.  His  palace  con- 
tained lodgings  for  numerous  guefts ;  and 
flaves  ftood  at  his  gates  to  invite  all  ftrarigers 
to  enter.  It  happened  one  winter  that  five 
hundred  horfemen  came  from  Gela  to  Agri- 
gentum;  and  Gellias  entertained  them  all, 
and  provided  each  man  with  a  tunic  and  long 
robe.  He  had  a  cellar  in  his  houfe,  which 
was  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  in  which  there 
were  three  hundred  veflels  each  of  a  hundred 
meafures.  This  cellar  likewife  contained 
^  huge  painted  ciftern,  which  held  a  thoufand 
meafures,  and  from  which  the  vefTels  were 
filled  through  pipes. 

Gellias  was  mean  of  perfon,  but  richly  en-, 
dowed  in  mind.  Being  once  fent  ambaflador 
to  the  Centuripini^  who  lived  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  jEtna,  when  he  rofe  to  addrefs  the 
affembly,  his  unfeemly  figure  occafioned  an 
jncefTant  laughter.  He  requefted  the  people 
however  to  ceafe  their  admiration,  for  that  it 
was  the  cuftom  at  Agrigentum  to  fend  the 
moft  comely  perfons  to  the  moft  famous 
cities,  and  thofe  who  were  infignificant  in 
appearance  to  infignificant  places  *. 

Among 

*  This  Gellias  cnce  invited  a  perfon  of  a  penurious 

and 
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Among  the  tyrants  who  governed  Agri-^ 
gentum  was  Theron  j  the  fon-in-law  of  the 
great  Gelo,  and  a  confiderable  perfon,  who 
ruled  both  Agrigentuin  and  Himera,  His 
fon  Thrafydceus  was  his  fucceflbr ;  but  loft  his 
dominions  by  an  unfortunate  war  with  Hiero 
the  Firft,  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  the  brother  of 
Gelo. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  the 
year  403  before  Chrift,  and  three  years  after 
the  conqueft  of  Selinus  and  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians cherifhed  the  proud  hope  of  fub- 
duing  Sicily ;  and  appointed  Hannibal^  who 
had  deftroyed  thofe  cities,  once  more  their 
general.  Hannibal  pleaded  his  great  age  j^ 
and  Himilco,  the  fon  of  Hanno,  who  was  of 
the  fame  family,  was  appointed  his  coU 
league.  They  embarked  with  a  powerful  ar- 
my, and  the  Syracufians  armed,  fent  to  Sparta, 

and  fevere  temper,  who  fcarcely  would  allow  his  flaves 
ncccffary  reft  by  night ;  and,  after  dinner,  fent  for  the  chil- 
dren of  his  whole  houfehold,  and  fliarcd  out  nuts  and 
figs  among  them.  The  mifer  afked  IloQsv  ra  Trat^ia 
roa-auTa;  "  Where  do  all  thefe  children  <:ome  from?" 
Gellias  anfwered,  Tavnx  oi  iiMoi  SiHsrai  Iv  vi/?i  Troiicri  5 
«•  Thefe  are  the  work  of  my  flaves  by  night."  This 
anecdote  is  extracted  by  Wejplitjg  from  Stobenfts  Florik'- 
giuniy  and  given  as  a  note  to  Diodorus,  vol.  i.  p.  609. 

and 
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and  to  all  the  Greek  towns  in  Italy  for  aid,  and 
by  their  writings  exhorted  their  friends  of  the 
Greek  towns  of  Sicily  to 'excite  the  people  to 
combat  for  freedom.  The  people  of  Agri- 
gentum,  forefeeing  the  ftorm  would  firft  alight 
on  them,  coUefted' the  fruits  of  the  fields 
and  the  riches  of  their  country  in  their  city  *• 

No  fooner  had  the  Carthaginian  fleet 
reached  Sicily  than  the  generals  marched 
againft  Agrigentum,  and  formed  two  camps ; 
one  on  the  heights  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
part^  Africans  and  part  Spaniards,  and  another 
near  the  city.  The  latter  fortified  itfelf  with 
deep  entrenchments,  and  pallifadoes.  Am- 
bafladors  were  then  fent  to  Agrigentum,  in- 
viting them  either  to  take  part  in  the  t\^ar 
againft  Syracufe  or  at  leaft  to  remain  neuter : 
but  thefe  propofitions  were  both  refufed,  and 
the  fiege  began.  . 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  all  took  arms, 
and  Dexippus,  a  Lacedemonian,  who  had 
lived  fome  time  in  Gela  and  who  was  re- 
fpefted  for  being  a  Spartan,  had  lately  arrived 
vrith  fifteen  hundred  foldiers  at  the  entreaty 
of  Agrigentum,  which  had  likewife  hired 
eight  hundred  of  the  Cariipanians.    The  Cam- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xili,  v.  i.  p.  605. 
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panians  were  ftationed  on  a  hill>  that  wa^ 
called  the  Athenean,  after  a  temple  dedicated 
to  Minerva  ;  and  the  Carthaginian  generals 
caufed  two  large  towers  to  be  ereded  againft 
apart  of  the  walls.  From  thefe  the  walls 
during  feveral  days  were  affaiilted  :  nor  did 
the  trumpet  found  the  retreat  till  many  of  the 
Agrigentini  had  been  flain.  The  next  night 
the  Agrigentini  made  a  fally,  and  burnt  the 
war  machines  of  the  Carthaginians. 

Hannibal  commanded  the  fepulchres  to  be 
deftroyed,  and  a  mount  to  be  raifed  againft 
the  walls,  that  the  town  might  be  aflaulted  on 
fevei'al  fides  ;  and  the  work  was  foon  com- 
pleted :  but  dreadful  calamities  befel  the  army. 
The  monument  of  Theron,  which  was  of  .a 
prodigious  fize,  was  ftruck  by  lightning,  and 
fearfully  rent.  It  was  therefore  forbidden  by 
the  foothfayers  to  be  touched.  The  peftilence 
likewife  broke  out  among  the  army  :  many 
died,  and  fome  endured  intolerable  pains. 
Hannibal  was  among  the  dead.  The  fenti- 
nels  of  the  watch  declared  that  they  faw  the 
ghofts  of  the  departed  appear  by  night.  Hi- 
jnilco,  who  is  occafionally  called  Hamilcar,  in 
Diodorus,  probably  by  an  error  of  the  copyift, 
fpund  it  neceffary^  in  order  to  encourage  the 

foldiers. 
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foldiers,  again  to  remove  the  fepulchres ;  and, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  his  country,  to 
make  an  expiatory  facrifice  to  the  angry  gods. 
A  boy  was  accordingly  facrificed  to  Saturn ; 
and  many  offerings,  probably  of  oxen  or  of 
horfes,  were  thrown  into  the  fea  as  expiations 
to  Neptune. 

The  Syracufians,  who  feared  that  the  fate 
of  Selinus  and  Hi mera  might  overtake  Agri- 
gentum,  fent  an  army  under  the  conduct  of 
Daphneus  ;  which  they  ftrengthened  by  their 
allies  of  Italy,  and  of  Meffina.  This  army 
was  met  on  its  march  by  foldiers  from  C^- 
marina  and  Gela  ;  with  feme  of  the  Sicilians 
of  the  inland  towns :  fo  that  the  whole  army 
confided  of  thirty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  five 
thoufand  horfe. 

Himilco  fent  Spaniards,  Campanians,  and 
others,  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand,  to 
oppofe  Daphneus;  and  the  Syracufian  army 
had  already  crofled  the  Himera  (that  on  the 
fouth)  when  it  met  the  enemy. 

After  a  hard  fought  field,  the  Syracufians 
were  victorious,  killed  more  than  fix  thoufand 
of  the  Carthaginians,  and  purfued  them  to- 
ward the  city ;  but  not  without  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  Daphneus,  left,  in  the  heat  and  irregu- 
larity 
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larity  qf  purfuit,  they  might  be  enfnared  hy 
the  army  that  remained  with  Himilco  :  a  fimi- 
lar  overfight  having  occalioned  the  lofs  o£ 
Himera. 

When  the  fugitives  arrived  at  the*camp  of 
Himilco,  the  citizens  of  Agrigentum  entreated 
their  generals  to  profit  by  this  opportunity  ; 
urging  that  this  was  the  time  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  enemy  :  but  the  generals  de- 
clined ading,  fome  fay  becaufe  they  were 
bribed,  and  others  that  they  feared  to  leave 
the  city  a  moment,  left  it  fhould  be  attacked 
by  Himilco  with  an  army  that  had  not  been 
wearied  with  fighting. 

Meanwhile  the  fugitives  took  refuge  in 
the  camp,  which  was  near  the  city ;  and  of 
their  former  camp  Daphneus  pofTefled  himfelf* 
Here  the  people  cf  Agrigentum  frequently 
came  to  meet  their  allies,  from  Syracufe ;  and 
once,  when  Dexippus  with  others  were  come 
from  the  city,  the  people  fuddenly  colle(9:ed 
in  multitudes,  murmured  againft  their  gene- 
rals, and  accufed  them  of  neglefting  to  kill  the 
many  thoufands  of  the  enemy,  and  of  thus 
deftroying  their  whole  power.  Enllamed  by 
Menes,  a  leader  of  the  Camarini,  they  dif- 
dained  to  hear  the  defence  of  their  generals, 

and 
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and  they  were  ftoned.  Argeius,  ihe^  fifth 
in  rank  of  field  generals,  was  the  only  perfon 
fpared  j  and  that  becaufe  of  his  youth.  Deit- 
ippus,  the  Lacedemonian,  was  even  fufpeded 
of  treachery :  for,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  he  (hould  have  urged  his  own 
knowledge  of  war,  and  have  exerted  the  influ- 
ence he  poirefTed,  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary 
opinion. 

Ajfter  this  had  happened,  Daphneus  led  his  > 
army  againft  the  enemy' s  camp,  in  the  hope  ^ 
of  conquering  it ;  which  hope  he  was  obliged 
to  renounce,  when  he  perceived  how  ftrongly 
it  was  fortified  ;  and  he  could  only  fend  his 
cavalry  to- harafs  the  Carthaginians,  when 
they  went  on  foraging  parties. 

A  diearth  began  to  be  felt  in  the  city :  but 
the  people  of  Agrigentum  trufted  in  the  ftill 
greater  dearth  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
hoped  that  it  would  oblige  Himilco  to  rdfe 
the,  fiege.  The  Carthaginian  general  was 
aflailed  in  his  tent,  by  the  mercenaries  ;  par- 
ticularly the  Campanians,  who  clamoured 
loudly,  and  threatened  to  go  over  to  the  enc* 
my  :  but  Himilco  had  heard  that  the  Syracu- 
fians  were  fending  corn  by  fea  to  Agrigentum, 
and  requefted  that  the  foldiers  would  be  pa- 

VoL,  III,  L  I  tient 
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tient  only  for  fomc  days,  and  he  would  then 
fupply  them  plentifully  j  and,  as  a  pledge  of 
his  promife,  he  prefented  them  the  cup  of  the 
Carthaginians.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  forty 
galleys  from  Panormus  and  Motya  Unexpect- 
edly to  attack  the  Syracufians  ;  who,  proud  of 
their  vidtory,  and  fuppofing  the  Carthagi- 
nians would  not  have  the  courage  to  appear 
again  on  the  fea,  had  fent  their  tranfports  very 
incautioufly.  Himilco  funk  twelve  of  their 
galleys,  drove  the  reft  on  fhore,  and  feized  on 
their  tranfports. 

This  circumftance  changed  the  whole  ftatc 
of  affairs.  The  Campanians,  who  were  in 
the  pay  of  Agrigentum,  for  fifteen  talents 
went  over  to  the  Carthaginians.  The  peopk 
of  Agrigentum,  as  the  Carthaginians  forefaw, 
had  profufely  confumed  their  provifions ;  and 
now  were  panic-ftruck,  to  find  themfelves 
overtaken  by  famine.  Some  fuppofed  that 
Dexippus  had  fold  himfelf  for  fifteen  talents; 
becaufe  he  had  told  the  generals  of  the  Greeks^ 
who  came  from  Italy,  that  provifions  began 
to  fail,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  employ 
their  arms  in  other  quarters.  •  But  waa  not 
Dexippus  juftified  in  giving  this  counfel  to  the 
foreign  chiefs?     Did  he  »ot  fpeak  the  truths 

fincfi 
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fihcc  th6  chy  fufiered  a  dearth,  though  thefe 
troops  withdrew? 

The  foreign  chiefs,  whofe  time  of  fervice 
Was  expired,  fbrfook  the  city  and  departed  by 
fea ;  arid,  after  their  departure^  the  generals 
ahd  principal  people  of  Agrigentum  endea- 
voured to  obtain  fupplies  :  but  in  vain ;  they 
therefore  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  forfaking  the  city.     . 

The  following  night  the  people  withdrew, 
weeping  and  wailing  thus  to  leave  their  city, 
and  all  its  wealth,  to  the  Barbarians*  Their 
affliaion  was  ftill  heightened  by  being  obliged 
to  defert  the  fick,  and  the  aged  j  who  were 
incapable  t)f  following  them,  in  their  preci- 
pitate retreat.  Some  preferred  death  to  this 
flight,  and  killed  themfelves. 

The  fugitive  multitude  was  condudted  to 
Gela,  by  the  Syracufian  army.  The  fields 
and  the  roads  were  full  of  women,  children, 
and  young  virgins,  who  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  delicacies  of  domeftic  life :  yet,  ani- 
mated as  they  were  by  their  fears,  they  fcarcely 
were  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to 
encounter.  They  all  fafely  arrived  at  Gela  ; 
and  the  Syracufians  afterward  ceded  Leon- 
tium  to  them,  as  a  place  of  refidencc* 

LI  a  At 
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At  break  cf  day  *,  Himilco  led  his  army 
into  the  forfaken  city  ;  and  put  moft  of  thofe 
who  had  remained  behind  to  death.  Some, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  temple,  were  drag- 
ged out  and  murdered  by  the  Carthaginians. 
Gellias,  who,  becaufe  of  his  wealth  and  ftill 
more  becaufe  of  his  generofity,  was  held  in 
great  refpeft,  expefted  to  have  found  fafety 
in  a  temple  of  Minerva:  but,  when  he  per-^ 
ceived  the  rage  of  the  enemy,  he  fet  fire  to 
the  temple,  confumed  himfelf,  and  thus  pre- 
vented the  profanation  of  the  place,  the  en-* 
riching  of  the  foe,  and  the  difgrace  of  flavery, 

Himilco  plundered  the  temples  and  the 
houfes,  and  obtained  an  enormous  booty. 
This  city,  which  according  to  Diodorus  con- 
tained two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  and 
had  never  till  then  been  deftroyed,  was  one  of 
the  richeft  of  the  Greek  cities,  and  in  which 
.  the  people  indulged  the  height  of  luxury. 
Many  paintings  of  the  greateft  perfedion  were 
found ;  and  many  ftatues  by  the  moft  famous 

♦  I  follow  the  reading  of  Tariaquillus  Faber  (Tamtqui 
Le  Fevrtf  father  of  the  famous  Madame  Dacicr,  an  acute 
commentator  on  the  ancients)  of  the  text  of  Diodorus  ; 
thus  :  iifjLara  6^^^»:  inftead  of  the  feeble  but  ufualt  reading^ 
ifMt  T«  ^oj9«,  which  gircs  a  vitiated  fcnfe  to  the  paffagc. 

mafters. 
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xnafters.  The  principal  of  thefe  were  fent 
to  Carthage,  by  Himilco;  and,  among  others, 
the  famous  bull  of  Phalaris,  The  reft  of  the 
booty  he  fuffered  to  be  publicly  fold.  Two 
hundred  aad  fixty  ypaTS  afterward,  Seipio,  the 
conqueror  of  Carthage,  fent  this  brazen  bulJ^ 
and  others  of  the  captured  works  of  art, .back 
to  the  Agrigentini  5  and  the  bull  was  ftill  ia 
i^xiftence,  in  the  time  of  Diodorus  *. 

Himilco,    after   a  fiege   of  eight   months, 
having  entered  the  city  of  Agrigentura  a  lit^ 

♦  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609. 

On  this  occafion,  Diodoriw  reproaches  the  hiftorian 
^imaus  for  having  faliely  maintained  that  this  bull  had 
never  been  in  exiftence ;  and  adduces  as  a  proof  that  k 
was  fent  back  by  Seipio.  Weffeling  cites  a  pafiage  fxpsi 
a  fcholiaft  on  Pindar,  who  fayis,  Tov  v^  ^cUKot^iiGi  rau^ 
01  'Ajcfayavrmi  xareTrovTuaav^  <yf  ^w^ri  Tt/AMoq.  Toy  ya(  h  -ni 
voXsi  ^eiKvvfjLevov  ^m  bivm  tk  ^aXa^/^o;,  Ha^a'jn^  i  tto^M  xarex^^ 
3b|w,  i?^'  eiKcov  hi  Te^avog  t5  TOTafjbu.  '  ***  llmaeus  fays  the 
•*  Agrigentini  threw  the  bull  of  Phalaris  into  the  fea. 
'*  That  which  was  fhewn  as  fuch  in  the  city  was  BQt^  ^% 
*^  it  had  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be,  the  bull  of  Pha- 
•^  laris  -,  but  the  image  of  the  river  Qelai^^  Diodorus 
therefore  appears  not  to  have  confulted  Timseus ;  but  to 
have  been  guilty  of  a  flip  of  the  memoty.  The  riv^r 
Gelas  was  ftamp^d  on  the  coins  of  the  Geki  i  whichj  like 
many  rivers  among  the  ancients,  was  reprcfcntcd  as  a  bull. 
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tic  before  the  winter  folftice,  did  not  eralb 
it,  but  quartered  his  army  in  the  houfes. 

When  the  fate  of  Agrigentum  was  knowa 
through  Sicily,  it  filled  the  ifland  with  fuch 
terror  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Greek  towns  fled  to  Syracufej  and  others 
fent  their  wives,  children,  and  effects,  to 
Italy. 

Forty  years  after  this  misfortune,  *e  peo-^- 
pie  of  the  once  more  inhabited  city  took  part 
with  Dion,  againft  the  younger  Dionyfius. 

At  the  time  that  Timoleon  had  relieved 
Sicily  from  tyrants,  and  had  reftored  it  to  free- 
dom, profperity,  and  peace,  not  only  many 
of  its  former  citizens  but  other  new  fettlera 
came  over  from  Greece  to  Agrigentum  *.  In 
the  time  of  Agathocles,  the  Agrigentini,  aided 
by  Gela  and  Meffina,  endeavoured  to  free  Sy- 
racufe  from  the  yoke  of  that  tyrant  j  and 
fome  years  afterward  copitended  for  the  foi 
Yereignty  of  Sicily, 

When  Pyrrhus  went  to  Sicily,  280  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  Phintias  had  feized 
on  the  government  of  Agrigentum. 

During  the  Punic  war«,  this  city  waS/twiqe 

f  Plut-  Life  of  Timoleon. 
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taken  by  the  Romans,  and  once  by  the  Car- 
thaginians. In  the  year  825  after  the  .birth 
of  Chrift,  it  furrendered  to  the  Saracens ;  and 
in  the  year  920,  when  the  Saracens. of  Sicily 
refifted  the  Saracens  of  Africa,  Agrigenturai 
took  a  confpicuous  part  in  this  revolt  *. 

In  the  year  1086,  it  was  conquered  by 
Count  Roger,  the  Norman  f . 

No  where  are  there  fo  many  grand  remains 
of  ancient  Greek  magnificence  to  be  feen  as 
in  Girgenti.  The  moft  ancient  ruins  ftand 
in  the  prefent  Girgenti,  which  occupies  the 
place  where,  long  before  the  founding  oif  Agri- 
gentum  by  the  Greeks,  Daedalus  built  the  city 
for  Cocolus,  which  was  called  Omphacey 
though  the  height  on  which  it  flood  was  af- 
terward called  Camicus.  At  the  time  that  it 
was  inhabited  by  the  Greeks,  the  citadel  was 
built  here;  and  here  likewife  a  temple  was 
eredted  by  the  Agrigentini  to  Zeus,  the  Guar- 
dian of  the  City,  Phalaris,  a  Cretan,  who  fu- 
perintended  the  building,  artfully  made  this 
a  pretext  to  obtain  a  guard  from  the  citizens, 
and  became  their  tyrant.  There  are  no  re- 
mains of  the  colonnade  ;  and  one  of  the  ftill 
remaining  walls  of  the  inner  temple,  ferves 

*  Lex.  Top.  Sic.  f  Fazello.  * 
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as  a  fupport  to  the  habitation  of  a  poor  fa* 
mily.        ^  ^  ^   ^ 

There  is  an  ancient   farccphagus   in  the 
principal  church  ;  Containing  bajft  reltevt^  that 
reprefent  the  hiftory  of  Hippolytus.     On  one 
fide  the  beautiful  youth  is  feed  going  with  his 
companions,  horfes,  and  hounds.     The  old 
nurfe  of  Phaedra  informs  him  of  the  paffioa 
ivhich  his  ftep-moth^r  has  conceived  for  him. 
The  form  of  Hippolytus  is  full  of  dignity, 
and  beauty.-    On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  youth 
is  chafing  the  wild  boar.     The  third  compart- 
ment  exhibits  the  moment  when  the  terri- 
fied horfes,  beholding  the  monfter,  overturn 
the  chariot.     The  young  hero  lies  dying  un- 
der the  wheels.     The  fourth  fhews  Phaedra 
finking  inanimate  into  the  arms  of  her  nurfe ; 
after  hearing  the  tale  of  the  death  of  her  be-' 
loved.     Her  right  arm,  in  which  relaxation 
and  want  of  power  are  inimitably  exprefled, 
is  fupporced  by  a  virgin.     Two  others  endea- 
vour to  recall  the  trembling  queen,  and  reftore 
her  bewildered  fenfes,  by  mufic.     Below  her 
feat  a  Cupid  malicioufly  peeps.     I  have  feen 
no  farcophagus  in  Italy  equally  beautiful,  and 
Wiimated,  in  the  expreffion. 
The  church  itfclf  is  remarkable  for  its 

ftcouftic 
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acouftic  architedbure ;  which  muft  not  be 
afcribed  to  intention  in  the  architedi,  who 
lived  in  the  eleventh  century,  but  to  accident;. 
If  a  man  place  himfelf  above  the  altar,  im- 
mediately under  the  arching  of  the  cupola,  he 
will  hear  every  thing  that  is  faid  in  a  whifper 
at  the  entrance  of  the  church  :  though  the  dif- 
tance  b  a  hundred  and  (ixteen  paces. 

Without  the  prefent  Girgcnti,  but  withia 
the  circumference  of  the  ancient  city,  there 
are  more  beautiful  remains  of  the  old  Doric 
archit«£ture  exifting  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
part  of  Sicily,  Italy,  or  Greece* 

A  church  has  been  buik  on  the  foundatioii 
of  a  temple,  which  fome  affirm  was  confe- 
crated  to  Deo,  and  Perfephotieia ;  or  Ceres 
and  Proferpine:  but  this  aflertion  is  doubtfiiL 
We  only  know  that  a  temple  was  built  to 
Proferpine;  which  we  learn  from. the  begin- 
ning of  the  twelfth  Pythian  ode  of  Piadar,o>A 
Midas,  the  yiSior  in  playing  the  flutet 

T  6x,^aii  em  fMni^oBoTU 
"Nateig  Atc^ayavTOf  ku" 
ijjM  rov  KO^idvaVf  u  mof^^ 
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Atiai  nfavttfAa  roi^  m 

.  'Al/TOF  T£  viv  ■ 

JK.  r.  A« 

Mod  fair  of  cities,  and  mod  fam'd, 

Bleft  feat  of  Profcrpinc  proclaimM, 

Built  on  the  banks  of  Acragas, 

Where  young  lambs  crop  the  verdant  grafs. 

Oh  Queen  benign. 

The  Pithyan  crown 

And  him  recelTC,  thy  '. 


:nign,  receive  the  boon,  T 

crown  by  Midas  wor^ ;  > 

give,  thy  lov'd  vi£korious  fon  !    J 


'^  On  the  weft  of  the  prefent  town,  higher 
than  the  neighbouring  hills,  is  the  hill  for- 
merly called  the  hill  of  Athene,  or  Minerva : 
AS-gya/o?  ho(pos :  on  which  a  temple  was  de- 
dicated to  this  Goddefsj  the  fame  no  doubt  to 
which  Gellias  fet  fire. 

Of  the  building  which  is  now  called  the 
temple  of  Juno  much  Is  preferved.  It  con* 
tains  fix  pillars  in  breadth,  and  thirteen  in 
length.  •  A  ftorm  from  the  north-weft,  in  the 
year  1774,  injured  the  ruins  that  had  refifted 
former  tempefts ;  for  which  reafon  the  archi- 
trave, on  one  fide,  has  been  fupported  by  four 
pilafters  between  the  pillars.  One  of  the 
pillars,  like  thofe  of  the  temple  of  Neptune  in 
f  aeftum,  has  fuflfered  by  lightning :  half  of  the 

chapiter 
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i:liapiter  is  broken  off,  and  lies  on  the  ground. 
This  temple,  having  been  built  on  an  unequal 
roek,  was  unequal  in  its  foundation. 

The  ftrudure  which  is  called  the  temple 
•of  Concord  is  of  moft  extraordinary  beauty* 
It  is  encircled  by  a  colonnade  of  fix  pillars  in 
breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length ;  which  are 
raifed  upon  four  fteps.     Within  this  is  a  tem- 
ple raifed  about  an  ell  j  the  walls  of  which  oa 
both  the  longeft  fides  has  fix  open  arches  *• 
To  each  of  the  fhorteft  fides  of  the  temple 
is  a  lefs  and  deeper  antichamber  f;  which  is 
formed  by  the  projecting  wall  of  the  temple, 
arid  the  colonnade.     Between  the  temple  and 
thefe  antichambers  are  two  pillars  on  each  fide, 
which,  with  the  fmall  projecting  fquare  pilaC- 
fters  of  the  wall,  fupport  a  frontifpiece.     The 
fhorteft  fides  of  the  colonnade  likewife  have 
their  frontifpieces :  as  at  the  temple  of  Nep- 
tune in  Paeftum,  and   the  temple  in  Egefta. 
The  whole  architrave  is  in  good  prefervation* 

In  one  corner,  there  is  a  fmall  ftaircafe, 
confifting  of  fqrty-one  fteps,  in  the  wall;  to 
the  top  of  which  they  lead.    The  pillars  ftand 

*  Hallen :  called  by  Swinburne  Doors*    T. 
jf  Cdla:  Swinburne.    T. 

on 
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on  the  uppermoft  ftep,  having  no  other  bafe  ; 
after  the  ancient  Doric  manner. 

A  Roman  infcription  has  occafioned  anti- 
quaries to  conclude  that  this  temple  was  dedi- 
pated  to  Concord,  and  eredted  by  the  Lily^ 
luetant :  probably  after  two  contending  towns 
bad  been  reconciled. 

.  But  what  has  a  Roman  infcription^  the 
authenticity  of  which  is  doubtful,  to  do  with 
the  temple  of  a  Greek  city  :  whofe  noble 
architedure  denotes  an  era  fo  ancient  that  lit- 
tle Rome  was  fcar<:ely  fo  much  as  mentioned^ 
la  miighty  Agrigentum  ? 

Not  far  from  this  temple,  fubterranean  fb. 
jpulchres  are  foUad  in  the  rock;  moft  of 
:which  are  cut  at  right  angles.  One  burial 
yault  leads  to  another;  and  the  largeft  is 
round,  with  a  waUed  conic  arching. 
-  According  to  Diodorus,  the  pomp  of  the 
Agrigcntini  was  not  fufficiently  difplayed  in 
creding  tombs  to  themfelves :  they  built 
them  even  for  their  war  horfes;  nay  for 
the  favourite  birjds  of  young  womea  and 
children^. 

There  is  a  tradition  concerning  one  of 
thefe   monuments;    that  which  is. called  the 

♦  iDiod.  lib.  xui.  v.  i.  p»  607. 
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fepukhre  of  Theron,  which  fome  of  the  AgrW 
gentini  *  affirm  was  eredied  in  honour  of  the 
horfe  of  Phalaris.  In  my  opinion^  it  is  not 
fo  ancient;  for  it  is  cmbelliflied  with  Ionic 
pillars,  and  it  certainly  is  not  the  fepulcbre  of 
Theron:  for  it  is  not fufficiently  magnificent^ 
nor  are  any  of  the  traces  of  the  lightning  diC- 
covered  by  which  it  was  fhattered  at  the 
time  that  the  Carthaginians  befieged  ;he  city. 

The  temple,  which  is  not  improperly  called, 
that  of  Hercules,  confifts  of  a  pile  of  ftones^ 
and  was  exceedingly  large.  The  pillars  that 
are  thrown  down  are  fo  defaced  that,  on  a 
firft  view,  they  in  many  parts  appear  as  if 
they  were  but  half  firiifhed :  did  not  the  pil- 
lars that  are  ftanding  bear  deeper  marks  of 
the  defolating  hand  of  time.  ^ 

Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations  againft  Verres, 
tells  us  that  this  ftiamelefs.  praetor  intended  to 
have  ftolen  the  image  of  Hercules  by  night : 
but  that  the  profanation  was  prevented,  by 
the  aflembling  of  the  citizens.  He  fays  he 
had  fcarcely  feen  any  thing  more  beautiful 
-^  than  this  Hercules :  quo  non  facik  quldquam 
dixerim  me  vidijfe  pulcbrius. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  huge 

*  I  fuppofe  the  people  of  Girgenti  arc  meant.  T. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


iid  TRAVELS  OF 

pUe,  which  lies  immediately  before  the  laft 
mentioned  temple^  is  juftly  called  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Olympic  Jupiter:  the  magnitude 
of  its  tuins  makes  it  not  to  be  miftaken^ 
■jThis  temple  wa$  begun  before  the  fiege,  and 
almoft  completed  *. 

In  the  time  of  Diddorus,  it  continued  in 
the  ftate  that  it  was  when  the  Carthaginians 
took  the  city. '  The  Agrigentini,  in  the  courfe 
of  four  hundred  years,  had  not  fufEciently  re- 
covered their  misfortunes  to  complete  thd 
building.  ' 

According  to  the  teftlniotiy  of  Diodbf us, 
it  was  340  feet  in  length,  60  in  breadth,  and 
a  hundred  and  twenty  in  height  above  the 
ground:  x^^^^  "^^  oc^rjTriS'oofjLotTo^'  the  largeft 
temple  in  Sicily,  and  equal  to  the  largeft  itt 

♦  Diod.  ib.  We  learn  from  Polybius,  in  the  ninth 
book,  that  it  remained  incomplete.  Kai  0  ra  '0?iUix7rtH  vza^ 
wmri-Kiiav  fxev  ix  LxrKpe.  Kara  Je  rnv  iTngoT^rtv,  mm  to  (Aeys^o^j 
i>*  oTToiH  Hv  Tfljy  xaTu  mv  'ExxaSa  3bit£i  MiTTsa^at.  «  This 
«  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  was  adually  not  com- 
«^pleted:  but  it  appears  that,  in  plan  and  magnitude,  it 
«<  was  inferior  to  no  temple  in  Greece."  It  is  evident 
from  the  context  that  we  (hould  read  crtrrcxwav;  and  not 
iroXi/TEXcitfMS  as  was  perceived  by  Cluvcrius,  and  Wcffelings 
who  cites  this  pSiflage  in  his  edition  of  Diodorus.  Not 
to  mention  that  the  expreflion  woAyTcXEiav  5»  hxnfe  is  not  in 
»iy  opinion  the  idiom  of  the  Greek. 

7  Greece. 
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Greece".  The  pillars  projefted  at  little  ttiote 
than  half  out  of  the  wall;  for  their  outward 
round  circumference  amounted  to  twenty  feetg 
and  only  to  twelve  on  the  inner  flat  fide. 
The  flutings  of  the  pillars  were  fo  capaicious 
that  one  of  thefe  flutings  would  contain  the 
body  of  a  man.  Either  I  was  miftaken,  or  in 
the  outward  round  circumference  of  one  of  the 
thrown  down  pillars,  I  counted  eleven  or 
twelve  fuch  flutings ;  each  of  which  was  a£lu- 
ally  wide  enough  to  admit  the  body  of  a 
man. 

The  portico  was  of  a  prodigious  fize.  Oa 
the  eaft  fide  of  this  portico  there  was  a  baflb 
relievo,  of  extraordinary  workmanfhip,  re- 
prefenting  the  giants'  war ;  and  on  the  weft 
the  taking  of  Troy  *. 

The  laft  remaining  feftion  of  thefe  ruins, 
which  was  fupported  by  three  coloflfal  ftatues 
and  three  pillars,  was  thrown  down  in  the 
year  1401.  The  ruins  are  called  by  the 
country  people,  //  tempio  de  i  gigantu  The 
temple  of  the  giants  f . 

A  fragment  of  a  pillar,  which  is  not  bu- 
ried under  the  other  ruins,  but  is  acceflSble, 
proves  the  truth  of  what  Diodorus  has  faid 

*  Diod,  +  Fazello. 
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of  tbe  pillars :  a  man  may  lie  down  in  the 
fluting.  Riedefel,  an  accurate  obferver  and 
learned  antiquary,  is  of  opinion  that,  though 
the  account  of  Diodorus  is  very  perfect  and 
juft,  yet,  in  what  relates  to  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  temple,^  there  is  an  error  of  the 
tranfcriber.  Riedefel  fuppofes  the  probable 
height  of  the  temple,  when  it  was  (landings 
to  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  palms  :  that  is,  about 
a  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  He  found  the 
circumference  of  the  pillars  to  be  forty-two 
palms :  or  thirty*-four  feet  \pieds  de  rou  How- 
ever, as  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  length 
and  breadth  from  thefe  ruins,  the  ftatement 
of  Diodorus  might  be  accurate  in  all  refpeds. 

Captain  Colfon  meafured  a  triglyph,  which 
vw^as  nine  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  five  feet 
four  inches  broad ;  and  this  fingle  circum- 
fiance  will  be  fufficient  to  afford  you  fome 
idea  of  the  aftonifhing  magnitude  of  the 
whole. 

I  am  aflured  that  this  temple,  as  well  as  that 
of  Selinus,  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of  ftones  by 
a  dreadful  earthquake :  or  probably  by  feveral. 
The  deftruiiive  hand  of  man  demolifhes  in  a 
heap :  the  powerful  arm  of  nature  alone  could 
hurl  thefe  cumbrous  mafles  in  this  intermin- 

gled 
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gied  confufion-  Ever  youthful,  ever  vido- 
tious,  fhe  fmiles  beneath  the  ruins  of  proud 
but  comparatively  impotent  art.  Among 
thefe  piles  earth  fends  forth  a  verdant  grove  of 
.fig  and  almond  trees.  The  firft  pift^chio  tree 
I  favr  was  in  the  temple  of  the  Olympian 
Zeus  J  jand  was  at  once  covered  with  bloom 
and  with  numerous  red  nuts,  that  were  but  jufl 
appearing.     '. 

Between  two  remains  of  temples^  one  of 
which  took  the  name  of  Caftor  and  Pollux 
and  the  other  of  Vulcan,  each  of  them  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  equal  in  magnitude  and 
architedlure  to  what  is  called  the  temple  of 
Concord,  the  bed  of  the  filh-pond  is  evidently 
perceptible  which  Diodorus  has  thus  defcribed. 

"  Near  this  temple''  (of  the  Olympian  Zeus) 
"  there  was  a  pond  funk  of  feven  Jladia  in 
*'  circumference,  and  twenty  cubits  deep  j  in 
^'  which  fifli  of  various  kinds  were  kept  for 
**  public  feftivals,  with  fwans,  and  other  birds^ 
•*  for  the  pleafure  of  the  inhabitants  */' 

This  place  is  very  pleafant  under  its  prefent 
change  of  form.  The  pool  communicated 
with  the  river  Drago^  the  Acragas  of  the  an- 
cients ;  and,  the  bed  of  the  pool  being  dry,  its 

*  Diod.lib.  xi.  v.  i.  p.  423. 
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fhady   hollow  is   cbvered .  with  a  large  ahd 
lovely  garden. 

Vaft  remains  are  feen  from  the  walls ;  and 
nature  herfelf  prefents  her  high  rocky  back, 
of  which  architefture  might  eafily  have  taked 
advantage.  In  thefe  rocks  various  fepylchres 
have  been  hewn ;  and  probably  for  the  war* 
riors  who  had  fallen  in  defetice  of  their  coun* 
try,  and  from  whofe  departed  fpirits  aid  was 
expedted.  No  wonder  that  the  Carthagi- 
nians were  ftruck  with  terror,  when,  after 
having  deftroyed  thefe  fepulchres,  they  ima- 
gined they  beheld  the  wandering  (hades  of 
the  dead. 

We  likewife  faw  the  ruins  of  a  bridge  over 
the  river ;  and  two  circular  apertures  near  the 
prefent  town,  which  denote  great  cavities  in 
the  earth,  and  are  probably  the  remains  of 
fubtetranean  aqueduds  :  as  fuppofed  by  Dio- 
dorus.  After  the  vidory  of  Gelo  over  the 
Carthaginians,  they  were  conftruded  under 
the  direftion  of  one  Phaax ;  and,  becaufe  of 
their  excellence,  in  honour  of  him  were  called 
Phaacian^. 

During  the  interval  between  the  vidory  of 
Gelo,  497  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 

*  Diod.  lib.  xi.  v.  i.  p.  423. 
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and  tlhe  deftrudion  of  Agrigentum,  406  years 
before  Chrift,  the  greateft  temples  in  Sicily,  at 
the  ruins  of  which  v/e  are  now  amazed,  were 
probably  built. 

The  Carthaginian  prifoners  were  divided 
by  Gelo  ;  and  each  of  the  friendly  cities  had 
a  number,  equal  to  the  number  of  their  citi- 
zens that  ferved  in  the  war.  By  this  divifion, 
Agrigentum  obtained  many ;  and  the  more 
becaufe,  after  the  battle,  many  of  the  fugi- 
tives had  been  feized  on  the  Agrigentine  ter- 
ritories. Several  of  the  citizens  of  Agrigen- 
tum had  five  hundred  Carthaginians  ;  and 
thefe,  according  to  Diodorus,  were  moft  of 
them  employed. in  public  works:  efpecially 
in  hewing  of  (lone,  part  of  which  was  ufed  to 
build  their  great  temple,  and  part  for  the  fub- 
terranean  aquedu£l:s. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  temples  in  Se- 
linus  and  Egefta  were  undertaken  with  emu- 
lous magnificence;  and  I  believe  that,  like 
the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in  Agri- 
gentum, they  were  not  completed.  The  Se- 
linuntii  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  flaves 
of  Gelo;  for  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Car- 
thaginians. 

The  afped  of  Agrigentum  muft  have  been 
M  m  2  grand  ;  • 
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grand  :  for  it  Was  built  upon  five  hills.  The 
prefent  Girgenti  ftands  on  a  hill,  and  enjoys 
a  very  pure  air.  The  valley  extends  between 
thefe  heights  and  the  fea  fhore ;  and  is  di- 
vided into  fertile  corn  fields,  vineyards,  and 
orchards  of  olive,  almond,  mulberry,  St. 
John's  bread,  fig,  and  pomegranate,  trees. 
Thefe  fruits  are  all  excellent  in  their  kind : 
nor  can  I  forget  the  pleafure  I  received  under 
a  mulberry  tree  of  extraordinary  fize ;  that, 
while  we  were  overcome  by  the  great  heats 
we  had  endured,  in  going  from  ruin  to  ruin, 
fometimes  riding  and  fametimbs  walking,  re- 
frefhed  us  with  its  paradifaical  fruit. 

The  almond  tree  is  likewife  here  very 
large ;  and  the  unripe  almonds  are  now  eaten, 
and  appear  to  me  much  better  tafted  than 
when  ripe :  befide  which  they  are  held  to  be 
very  healthy.  Olive  trees  and  prolific  corn 
fields  every  where  delight  the  eye. 

The  Drago^  or  ancient  Acragas^  coming 
from  the  north,  flows  round  the  town;  four 
Italian  miles  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  it  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  fea  *.     It  is  joined  by  the 

brook 

*  I  think  I  may  venture  to   affirm   that   Cluverius  is 
miftaken,  when  be  call§  the  Fiume  di  Naro  the  Acragas. 

The 
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brook  Rticello^  between  the  fea  and  the  city ; 
and  this  brook,  with  the  Acragas,  made  the 
ancient  city  a  peninfula. 

ThcTiver  Naro^  formerly  called  the  HypfaSy 
runs  on  the  eaft  ;  at  the  diftance  of  three  Ita- 
lian miles.  But  this  is  not  the  beautiful,  abun- 
dant, and  fhady  Hyp/as^  which  is  now  called 
the  Belicij  and  which  wanders   not  far  from 

the  ruins  of  Selinus. 

The 

The  paflagc  which  he  cites,  from  Polybius,  appears  to 
favour  my  opinion :  fpr  Polybius  fays — "  The  Jcragay 
ran  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city  :  but  that  fide  which  is 
oppofite  to  the  fetting  fun  and  the  wind  called  libs  is  wa- 
tered by  the  river  HypfasT  *Pei  ya^  givrr]  Tra^a  usv  mv  votiov 
'TThzu^av  0  (TWuvufAo;  Tn  ^oX«,  Traga  3e  tjjv  STCi  raq  ^uaeig  xai 
rov  Xi^a  TET^afj^Mivriv  o  'jr^oa-qyo^suofAEvog  'Tif^aj  *•  The  Acra- 
gas  winds  round  the  ancient  city  on  the  right ;  and  how 
could  the  inhabitants  have  named  their  city  after  a  diftant 
river,  inftead  of  the  river  that  bathed  its  walls  ?  All 
traces  of  Agrigentum  are  loft  long  before  you  come  to 
the  Naro.  Speaking  of  the  founding  of  the  city,  Pindajr 
fays : 

HoTafxa^  HiKzMag  t'  hay 

fc.  T,  ^. 

"  After  great  affliftion  apd  many  toils,  they  obtained 
'*  the  facred  dwelling  of  the  ftream  5  and  were  the  eye  of 
^  Polyb.  ix.  ii. 

M  m  3  «  Sicily." 
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The  prefent  little  Girgenti,  feen  at  a  dif- 
tance,  promifes  much ;  for  it  is  built  on  a 
high  broad  rock,  and  appears  larger  than  it 
is.  The  grand  afpe£t  of  the  ancient  Agrigen- 
turn,  as  feen  from  the  fea,  is  alluded  to  in  the 
following  paifage : 

Arduus  inde  Acragas  ojientat  maxima  longe 
Mcsniay  magnanim^m  quondam  generator  equorum. 

ViR.  j3En»  iii.  703, 

Then  Agragas  with  lofty  fummits  crown'd ; 
Long  for  the  race  of  warlike  deeds  renownM. 

Dryden,  v»  924. 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  only  perfon  with 
whom  I  an>  acquainted  at  this  place,  the  in- 
habitants of  Girgenti  flill  preferve  the  virtu? 

•*  Sicily*."  I  do  not  think,  as  fome  have  explained  this 
paffage,  that,  by  the  word  eye,  Pindar  alluded  to  the 
watchfulnefs  of  Agrigcntum  :  but  rather  to  the  beauty  of 
this  city,  and  of  Syracufe  j  which  cities  were  equally  the 
eye  of  Sicily.  With  refpeft  to  the  Drago,  Fazello,  Amico, 
and  other  Sicilians,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  ancient 
Acragas ! 

♦  Weft  tranflates 

A  race  long  eJrercifed  in  woes ; 
Ere,  fmiling  o'er  her  kindred  flood, 
The  manfion  of  their  wifh'd  repofe, 

Their  facrcd  city  flood  : 
And  through  aniaz'd  Sicilia  flione 
The  luftrc  of  their  fair  renown.     T. 

of 
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of  hofpitality.  The  Canon  Spoto  over- 
whelmed us  with  civilities  of  every  kind,  fup- 
plied  us  with  his  own  furniture  at  our  inn, 
and  covered  our  table  with  his  hofpitable 
prefents.  On  our  account,  he  deferred  a 
journey  which  he  intended  to  take^and  is  now 
employed  in  writing  us  letters  of  recommen- 
dation. Hofpitality  is  a  virtue  common  to 
all  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  who  anticipate 
the  wants  of  flrangers :  but  few  of  them  fo 
well  underftand  as  the  Canon  Spoto  that  f*e- 
pofe,  unreftraint,  and  the  free  difpofal  of  their 
own  time,  are  among  the  prelling  neceflities 
of  certain  travellers. 

He  poffefles  a  valuable  collection  of  Greek 
vafes,  which  have  been  found  in  the  fepul- 
chres  of  the  ancient  city. 

He  likewife  fhewed  us  the  handfome  build- 
ing, the  refpedlable  library,  and  a  fine  col- 
lection of  ancient  coins  :  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  feminary  by  Count  Luchefe. 

I  met  with  the  ferula^  or  fennel  giant:  a 
plant  which  bears  an  umbellated  flower,  or 
tuft.  The  Greeks  called  it  mpJ^w^.  It  attains 
the  height  of  a  man,  greatly  refembles  the 
fennel,  which  here  grows  equally  high,  and 
the  ftalk  is  hollow  and  filled  with  a  kind  of 

pith, 
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pith,  that  kindles  like  a  match,  and  long  cbn- 
tinues  to  glimmen  Hence  the  ancients 
feigned  that  Prometheus  brought  fire  from 
heaven  in  the  ftalk  of  this  plant.  Hefiod  fays 
Zeus  had  concealed  the  fire  :  but  that  the  fon 
of  Japetus  ftole  it,  for  the  ufe  of  men,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  Zeus,  by  putting  it  into 
a  hollow  flalk  of  this  plant. 

*Ev  KOi>M  va^^tfHi,  ^a$wv  Ata  TS^TTiHBgavvov. 

But  from  Prometheus  'twas  conceard  in  vain, 
Wliich  for  the  ufe  of  man  he  ftole  again. 
And,  artful  in  his  fraud,  brought  from  above, 
Clos'd  in  a  hollow  cane,  deceiving  Jove. 

pooKE*s  Hefiod,  b.  L  1.  73. 

In  iEfchylus,   Prometheus,   when  chained 
upon  the  rock,  exclaims 

Haayi;  P^OTOt;  TTB^rive,  Hat  fAsya;  TTOfo^ ; 

Toiuv^e  TToivag  dfA,7r>iMCYiiAaTav  tivo),  ^ 

•T^oi^^ioj  ieo'fAoTa't  Tracra'aXzvTO^  wv* 

Hid  in  a  hollow  cane  the  fount  ot  fire 
I  privately  convey'd,  of  every  art 
Produflive  and  the  nobleft  gift  to  men. 
And  for  this  flight  offence  woe,  woe  is  me ! 
I  bear  thefe  chains,  fix'd  to  this  favage  rock, 
Unftielter'd  from  th'  inclemencies  of  th'  air. 

Potter,  Prometheus  Chained. 
3  The 
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The  Bacchantes  in  Euripides  thus  fuig : 

^lax^i  t'  dvawaT^'^biVy  ' 

TfO^EfOV  TrXOKOfJLOV  Big  dl^S^Ct  ^ITTTUV* 

But  Bacchus,  waving  in  his  hand 

The  torch  that  from  his  hallow'd  wand 

Flames  high,  his  roving  Baccha  leads ; 

And,  (houting  as  he  nimbly  treads. 

Flings  to  the  wanton  wind  his  ftreaming  hair. 

Potter,  V.  153. 


END  OF  VOL.  IIL 
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